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ELEVENTH    TRIENNIAL   SESSIONS. 

Acts  and  Proceedings 

Of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Clinreh  in  t/ie  United 
States,  eonvened  ae cording  to  appointment,  in  the  St.  Paul' s 
Memorial  Reformed  Church  of  Reading,  Pennsylvania, 
on  Wednesday,  the  tn'cnty-foiirth  day  of  May,  at  half  past 
seven  o'clock  in  the  earning,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-three  and  closed  its  ses- 
sions on  Thursday  evening,  June  the  first,  at  half  past  ten 
o'clock. 


ARTICLE  1. 
OPENING  OE  SYNOD. 

The  General  Synod  of  tlie  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States  coiu'ened,  agreeably  to  the  appointment  of  the  last 
triennial  meeting,  in  the  St.  Paul's  Memorial  Reformed 
Church  of  Reading,  Berks  County,  Pennsylvania,  on  Wednes- 
day evening,  May  24th,  A.  D.,  1893,  at  7.30  o'clock,  and 
was  opened  with  appropriate  religious  services.  The  synod- 
ical  sermon,  in  view  of  the  death  of  Rev.  John  H.  A.  Bom- 
berger,  D.  D.,  LL.D.,  the  President,  was  preached  by  Rev. 
Herman  J.  Ruetenik,  D.  D.,  Vice  President,  from  Mark  4: 
26-28:  "And  he  said.  So  is  the  kingdom  of  God,  as  if  a  man 
should  cast  seed  into  the  ground;  and  should  sleep,  and  rise 
night  and  day,  and  the  seed  should  spring  and  grow  up,  he 
knoweth  not  how.  For  the  earth  bringeth  forth  fruit  of 
herself;  first  the  blade,  then  the  ear,  after  that  the  full  corn 
in  the  ear." 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  sermon,  the  synod  was  called  to 
order  by  the  Vice  President,  Rev.  J.  Spangler  Kieffer,  D.  D., 
who  formally  constituted  it  with  pra>'er.  The  provisional 
synodical  roll  was  called,  and  having  ascertained  that  a  quo- 
rum was  in  attendance,  the  s}nod  proceeded  to  effect  a  per- 
manent organization. 


E.  Pennsylvania. 

Lebanon. 
Philadelphia. 

Lancaster. 

E.  Susquehanna. 
W.  Susquehanna. 
Goshenhoppen 
Tohickon. 
Lehigh. 

Schuylkill. 

Wyoming. 


ARTICLE  II. 
MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

FROM  THE  EASTERN  SYNOD. 


MINISTERS. 


James  B.  May.  (i) 
Daniel  F.  Brendle,  D.  D. 
HarryM.  Kieffer,D.D.(2) 
Jonathan  E.  Hiester,  D.  D. 
DavidE.  Klopp,  D.  D.(3) 
John  H.  Sechler,  D.  D. 
Geo.  W.  WilHard,  D.  D. 
Charles  H.  Coon.  (4) 
Jerome  B.  Henry.  (5) 
John  S.  Stahr,  D.  D.  (6) 
Emanuel  V.  Gerhart,  D.D. 
Thomas  G.  Apple,  D.  13. 
Ellis  N.  Kremer. 
Charles  B.  Schneder. 
George  B.  Dechant 
William  A.  Haas. 
Irvin  W.  Hendricks. 
Eli  Keller,  D.  D.  (7) 
Charles  S.  Wieand.  (8) 
Abraham  B.  Koplin,  D.  U. 
James  G.  Dengler. 
Samuel  G.  Wagner,  D.  D. 
Thomas  J.  Hacker. 
J.  Alvin  Reber. 
Henry  Mosser,  D.  D. 
Benjamin  Bausman,  D.  D. 
H.  A.  Keyser,  D.D.  (11) 
David  W.  Ebbert. 
George  W.  Kerschner. 


Samuel  J.  Weaver,  M.  D.  (2) 
William  Keller.  (2) 
Leo  A.  Stem. 
Elias  A.  Leinbach. 
John  G  Filbert.  (2) 
John  W.  Bickel,  Esq. 
F^eeland  G.  Hobson,  Esq. 
Henry  M.  Housekeeper. 
William  H.  Schall.  (2) 
John  J.  Nissley. 
John  B.  Kieffer,  Ph.D. 
Jerome  Z.  Gerhard,  M.  D. 
William  A.  Heitshu. 
Cornelius  Kocher. 

Joseph  Neagly. 
Prof.  William  Moyer. 
Nathan  C.  Roeder. 
Abraham  H.  Keely.  (9) 
Jacob  Lesch. 

James  F.  Hunsicker. 
L.  P.  Hecker.  (10) 
John  Biery. 
Daniel  Miller. 
Jacob  H.  Stein,  M.  D. 
P.  A.  Roth.  (12) 
M.  F.  Koenig. 
Urias  P.  Getz. 


1.  Rev.  G.  A.  Schwedos  secwd'^t-s  occupied  seat  of  Rev.  .J.  B.  May  pri7(ifirii'«.«  from 
Wednesday  (7th  day)  to  close  of  the  sessiuii.s. 

2.  Rev.  W.  F.  More  .tcrumiios  occupied  seat  of  Rev.  Dr.  H.  M.  Kiefter  primariiis  Irom 
Tuesday  ouward. 

■.i.  Rev.  T.  C.  Leinbach  t'rcnn.ilati  occupied  seat  of  Rev.  Ur.  D.  E.  Klopp  primarius  dur- 
ing first  two  sessions. 

4.  Rev.  H.  T.  Spaugler  .seen minx  uccupied  .seat  of  Rev.  C.  H.  Coon  primari us  during 
first  two  sessions. 

.').  Rev.  E.  C.  Hibshmau  neciindn-f  occupied  seat  of  Rev.  J.  B.  Henry  primarias  during 
Monday. 


t).  Rev.  K.  W.  Miller  secundum  ofcupied  seat  of  Rev.  Dr.  J.  S.  Stahr  primrirut.s  (luring 
first  two  .sessions,  and  that  of  Rev.  K.  N.  KTemer  primcruis  the  last  day  ot  the  sessions. 

7.  Rev.  L.  K.  Kvans  seaiiiidus  oceupied  the  seat  of  Rev.  Dr.  E.  Keller  primarius  on' 
Saturday. 

8.  The  seat  of  Rev,  Dr.  ('.  Z.  Weiser. /((•(/»/n-/(/.<,  was  occupied  by  Rev.  C.  S.  Wieand 
secundns  throughout  the  sessions,  thoui^h  the  former  was  present  in  synod  during  sev- 
eral days. 

9.  Kkier  A.  H.  Keely  priiiniriuif  superseded  Elder  N.  Zern  at  Saturday  morning 
session. 

10.  Elder  John  Biery  scciiiidas  occupied  seat  of  Elder  L.  P.  Hecker  primarius  on 
Monday. 

11.  Rev.  S.  R.  Bridenbaugh  secundum  occupied  seat  of  Rev.  Dr.  II.  A.  Keyser  from 
Wednesday  to  the  close  of  the  sessions. 

12.  Elder  Henry  M.  (.)tto  m-und>i>i  occupied  seat  of  Elder  P.  A.  Roth  primarius  during 
.several  sessions. 


FROM    THE    OHIO    SYNOD. 


Miami. 

Lancaster. 

Titsrarawas. 

Tiffin. 
Eastern  Ohio. 

St.  Josi'pli. 

Z ion's. 

S/if/>oy<fan. 
Indiana. 

MiliK<ai(/ci-i'. 

Minnesota. 

Nebraska. 

Ursiniis. 

Missouri. 

Chicai^o. 

South  Dakota. 

II  'estiiiorcland. 
Clarion. 


Samuel  15.  Vockey,  1).  D. 
William  A.  Hale,  1).  D. 
William  E.  Ludwick. 
Nathaniel  H.  Loose. 
Samuel  L.  Runkel. 
Edward  D.  Wettach. 
Silas  B.  Mase. 
John  A.  Peters,  D.  D. 
John  J.  M.  Gruber. 
William  H.  Shults. 


Lewis  A.  Kemp. 


George  F.  Bareis. 
John  Friedly. 
Jacob  P.  Zimmerman. 
Benjamin  W.  Bixler. 
Edward  Andre. 
Josiah  Rohrbaugh. 
William  Casselman. 
Daniel  W.  Souder. 


FROM    SYNOD    OF    THE    NORTHWEST. 


Henry  W.  \'itz. 
Christian  H.  .Schoepfle. 
(No  members  present.) 
John  G.  Steinert. 
Jacob  \'on  Gruenigen. 
John  Wernly. 
John  C.  Huecker. 
H.  O.  Joerris. 
Henry  Treick. 
(No  members  present.) 
(No  members  present.) 
(No  members  present.) 
(No  members  i)resent.) 
(No  members  present.) 

FROM    THE    PITTSBURGH 

Jacob  F.  .Snyder. 

C.  R.  Dietlenbachcr,  D.  1). 

Samuel  T.  Wagner. 

Chri.stian  Gumbcrt.  (13) 


F.  Engler. 


H.  Marcus. 
J.  C.  Schmid. 


SYNOD. 

Al)ner  Cort. 

David  Humphrey. 
Lewis  1"..  Weber. 


6 


S/.  Paii/'s. 
'Somerset. 

A  Uegheny. 


Zions. 
Maryland. 

Mercersburg. 
Virginia. 
North  Carolina. 
Gettysbitrgh. 
Carlisle. 
Juniata. 
Portland-  Oregon. 


Thcimas  S.  Land. 
William  Rupp,  D.  D. 
Abner  R.  Kremer,  D.  D. 
James  S.  Freeman. 
Peter  C.  Prugh,  D.  D. 


Josiah  Kern. 
Josiah  M.  Hay. 
Conrad  Poschman. 
John  M.  Conroy. 
J.  W.  Kaltenbach. 


SYNOD    OF    THE    POTOMAC. 


Isaac  N.  Peightel. 
Jacob  O.  Miller,  D.D.(  14) 
Joseph  W.  Santee,  D.  D. 
Conrad  Clever,  D.  D. 
T.  Franklin  Hoffmeier. 
J.  Spangler  Kieffer,  D.  D. 
Wm.  M.  Deatrick.  D.  D. 
George  B.  Russell,  D.  D. 
John  A.  Hoffheins,  D.  D. 
Calvin  B.  Heller. 
Joseph  L.  Murphy.  (15) 
Jacob  C.  Leonard. 
Thomas  J.  Barkley. 
John  C.  Bowman,  D.  D. 
J.  David  Miller. 
William  H.  Groh. 
Calvin  LI.  Heilman. 
John  W.  Pontius. 
Jacob  G.  Schmid. 


Walter  A.  Drumgold. 
Jacob  H.  Cost. 
Henry  Wirt  Shriver. 
George  W.  Mowen. 
John  T.  Orndorf. 

Samuel  Hoeflich. 
William  A.  Pence. 
John  Fitz. 


Solomon  Weidner. 

Conrad  Keim. 

Adam  Heberlig. 

Prof.  P.  H.  Bridenbaugh. 

John  P.  Reed. 


FROM     GERMAN    SYNOD    OF    THE    EAST. 


New  York. 


West  New  \  'ork. 
Ger.  Philadelphia. 

Ger.  Maryland. 
W.  Pennsyh'ania. 


Heidelberg. 
Erie. 

St.  John  s. 
Cincinnati. 


Wenzel  Walenta. 

Henry  Dieckman. 
Peter  H.  Dippell. 
Levi  K.  Derr.  (16) 
Marcus  Bachman,  D.  D. 
(No  members  present.) 


Henry  Berge. 
Paul  Sommerlatte. 

Jacob  Longendorfer. 
George  M.  Ehrlen. 
John  Schroeder. 


FROM    THE    CENTRAL    SYNOD. 


Alfred  G.  Berkey 
Martin  Vitz. 
Henry  Nau. 

Herman  J.  Ruetenik,  D.  D 
John  H.  Stepler,  D.  D. 
Jacob  Dahlman,^D.  D. 
Frederick  Strassner. 
Jt)hn  Heckman. 
Anthony  Seyring. 


Isaiah  Cantieny. 
John  Marcjuart. 


George  Neher. 
Jacob  Reitz. 
Christian  Uthbrock. 


Jiliiwis. 

Josepli  Sechler. 

loiva. 

Francis  M.  Shults. 

Frederick  C.  Bauinan 

Kansas. 

Abiier  S.  Dechant. 

It  'ichita. 

John  W.  Love.  (17) 

Lincohi. 

Josej)li  F.  l^utler. 

FROM  SYNOD  OF  THE  INTERIOR. 

George  W.  Poorman. 
Gabriel  K.  Miller. 
John  F.asterly. 
Jacob  W.  Keefer. 
F.   T.  Mathes. 
William  A.  Kifer. 

IS.  Rev.  .S.  S.  Milk-r  secundus  occupied  seat  of  Itev.  C.  Gumbert  during  Wednesday 
the  eighth  day  of  the  sessions. 

14.  Kev.  Dr.  1.  S.  Weisz  kciukIux  during  Saturday,  aud  Rev.  O.  P.  Shellhamcr 
Kcti ndiix  dnring  Monday,  oc(!npied  the  seat  of  Rev.  Dr.  J.  O.  Miller  priwartus. 

l.j.  Rev.  A.  H.  Smith  secundm  occupied  awhile  the  seat  of  Rev.  J.  L.  Murphy 
primaruis. 

It).     Rev.  A.  E.  Dahlman  secnndnK  occupied  seat  of  Rev.  L.  K.  Derr  on  Saturday. 

17.  Rev.  D.  B.  Shuey  sfcu/idifs  occupied  the  seat  of  Rev.  .1.  vv.  Love  primariun  awhile 
during  the  session. 


ADVISORY    MEMBERS    PRESENT    FROM 

/'Sas/  l\')iiisyl'<ai!ia  Classis.  Revs.  Tilghnian  O.  Stem.  James  W. 
Mabry,  Gustavus  A.  Schwedes,  Wilson  F.  More,  Morgan  A.  Peters,  Albert 
Lol)ach,  John  F.  DeLong. 

Lebanon  Classis.  Revs.  Warren  J.  Johnson,  Thomas  C.  Leinbach, 
Samuel  A.  Leinbach,  Levi  D.  Stambaugh,  Jonathan  V.  George,  F.lwood 
L.  Kemp,  Henry  J.  Welker,  Thomas  ,\L  Yundt,  Wm.  J.  Ker.shner.  Albert 
Gonser. 

Philadelphia  Classis.  Revs.  Dr.  James  Crawford,  Rufiis  C.  Zartman, 
Josiali  I).  Detrich,  Dr.  George  Stibitz,  Albert  H.  Hibshman,  Edwin  C. 
Hibsliman,  Dr.  Harrison  H.  W.  Hibshman.  Dr.  Henry  W.  Super,  Dr. 
Charles  G.  Fisher,  Henry  T.  Spangler,  Francis  C.  Yost,  Cyrus  J.  .Musser, 
L  Calvin  Fisher,  Henry  Hilbish. 

Lancaster  Classis.  Revs.  Dr.  John  NL  Titze!,  Dr.  Theodore  .'\ppel,  A. 
Carl  Whitmer,  John  M.  Souder,  Darius  W.  (lerhard,  Frederick  Pilgram, 
Dr.  losej))!  H.  Diihhs,  Rufus  W.  Miller.  James  W.  Memingcr,  Stephen 
.Schweitzer,  Dr.  Jarius  P.  .Moore. 

l'.a'\t  .Susquehanna  Classis.     Rev.  Dr.  Rudol|)h  Duenger. 

West  Sus(/i/ehauua  Classis.  Revs.  .Miles  O.  \oU,  Samuel  L.  Whitmore, 
George  W  .  Gerhard. 

(.joshenlwppe)!  Classiw  Revs.  Dr.  Clement  /.  Weiser,  L.  Kryder 
Fvans,  P'.lder  Xatb.an  Zeni. 

Tohiekon  Classis.     Rev.  Henry  i'.  Long. 

Lehii^h  Classis.  Revs.  Dr.  .\lfred  J.  G.  Duhbs,  I  )r.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer, 
ProL  Wm.  W.  Deatrick,  Benjamin  Weiss,  Jared  I'ritzinger,  Morris  H. 
I'.rensinger,  Charles  C.  SchaetTer,  Dr.  Wm.  R.  Hoffonl.^  Thos.  N.  Reber, 
Henrv  1 ).  Kurt/. 


Schuylkill  Classis.  Revs.  Dr.  Aaron  S.  Leinbach,  Dr.  Calvin  S.  Ger- 
hard, Dr.  James  I.  Good,  Allen  R.  Bartholomew,  John  \V.  Steinmetz,  John 
P.  Stein,  Stanley  L.  Krebs,  Henry  Y.  Stoner,  Samuel  R.  Bridenbau^jh, 
Henry  K.  Binkley,  David  Scheirer,  Frederick  B.  Hahn  and  Elder  Henry 
M.  Otto. 

IVyo/ning  Classis.     Revs.  Dr.  Franklin  K.  Levan,  Daniel  E.  Schoedler. 

Miami  Classis.  Revs.  Dr.  Isaac  H.  Reiter,  Dr.  Michael  Loucks, 
Alpheus  E.  Baichly,  Dr.  Henry  M.  Herman. 

Indiana  Classis.     Rev.  Charles  F.  Kriete. 

Westmoreland  Classis.     Rev.  David  A.  Souders. 

Clarion  Classis.  Revs.  Simon  S.  Miller,  Jacob  F.  W'iant,  Dr.  David 
B.  Lady. 

St.  PaiiF s  Classis.     Rev.  A.  Marion  Kifer. 

Allegheny  Classis.     Rev.  John  H.  Prugh,  D.  D. 

Zion's  Classis  (Pot.  Syn.)  Revs.  Dr.  Israel  S.  Weisz,  Oliver  P.  Shell- 
hamer,  Aaron  H.  Leiss. 

Alaryland  Classis.  Revs.  Henry  T.  Dittmar,  Adam  S.  Weber,  Charles 
W.  Levan,  Dr.  Edmund  R.  Eschbach,  Charles  A.  Santee. 

Alercersburg  Classis.  Revs.  Jacob  Hassler,  D.  D.,  Dr.  Cyrus  Cort, 
Franklin  F.  Bahner,  Sefellen  E.  Stofflet. 

North  Carolina  Classis.     Rev.  Andrew  H.  Smith. 

Gettysburgh  Classis.  Revs.  Benjamin  F.  Bausman,  Edward  D.  Miller, 
George  P.  Stem. 

Carlisle  Classis.     Revs.  Dr.  Samuel  N.  Callender,  Tilghman  R.  Dietz. 

Juniata  Classis.  Revs.  Dr.  Frederick  A.  Rupley,  R.  Leighton  Ger- 
hart,  Thomos  N.  Reber,  William  A.  Long,  Lloyd  E.  Coblentz. 

New  York  Classis.     Rev.  Paul  H.  Schnatz. 

German  Philadelphia  Classis.  Revs.  Frederick  \V.  Berleman,  A.  Emil 
Dahlman,  Levi  K.  Derr. 

German  Maryland  Classis.     Rev.  Aug.  E.  F.  Schade. 

Cincinnati  Classis.     Revs.  Dr.  John  Bachman,  Benj.  S.  Stern. 

lozva  Classis.     Rev.  Dr.  Dewald  S.  Fouse. 

Wichita  Classis.     Rev.  Dennis  B.  Shuev. 


VISITING    MINISTERS    FROM    OTHER    CHURCHES. 

Rev.  John  B.  Drury,  D.  D.,  Reformed  Church  in  America. 
Rev.  George  C.  Heckman,  D.  D.,  LL.D.,  I'resbyterian  Church. 
Rev.  William  Y.  Chajmian,  Presbyterian  Church. 
Rev.  I.  S.  Foster,  Metlu)dist  E.  Church. 
Rev.  J.  H.  Shirey,  Evangelical  Church. 


Rev.  A.  Kricker,  Kvaiitcelical  Assdciatidii. 
Rev.  Christian  S.  Hamoii.  l'.  1!.  Church. 
Rev.  Jeremiah  \"<iii  Ncida,  I',  li.  Chiircli. 


ARTICLE  III. 
KLFX'TIOX  01^^  OFFICERS. 

Rev.  'riir)mas  G.  Apple,  I).  I).,  LL.D.,  Pnsiihnt,  Lancaster.  Pa. 

Rev.  John  H.  Sechler,  D.  I)..  Vice  PresUifiif,  Phihuleiphia,  Pa. 

Rev.  Marcus  Bachman,  I).  1).,  \'icc  Prcsiehtif,  BaUiinore,  Md. 

Rev.  Isaac  H.  Reiter,  D.  I).,  is  Stated  Clerk,  Mianiisburg,  ( )hi(). 

Rev.  Jacob  Dahlnian,  D.  L).,  is  Assistant  Clerk,  Akron,  Ohio. 

Rev.  T.  Frankhn  Hoffmeier,  Corresponding  Secretary,  Middletown,    Md. 

Mr.  Christian  ("..  Gross,  Treasurer,  879  N.  41st  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


ARTICLE  IV. 
RULES  OF  ORDER. 

Ihe  Rules  of  Order,  ai.lo[)ted  for  the  government  of  the  several  judica- 
tories of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  were  observed  by 
the  General  Synod  in  the  transaction  of  business. 

/"//c- /)'r//- (-?////<■• /A^/z-sv  was  defined  to  be  the  first  twelve  i)evvs  in  front 
of  the  chancel. 

On  motion,  respecting  the  hours  of  opening  and  closing  the  sessions  of 
synod,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  ilailv  sessions  of  the  synod  shall  oi)en  at  9  o'clock 
A.  M.,  and  close  at  5  o'clock  P.  M.,with  a  recess  from  11.30  o'clock  A.  M. 
to  2  o'clock  P.  M.;  and  that  after  Monday  the  daily  sessions  shall  be  ex- 
tended until  9.30  o'clock   P.  M.,  witli  a  recess  from  5  o'clock  P.  M.  to  l.y). 


ARITCLE  V. 
ST  A  X  D I X  ( ;  COM  M  ITT  I^  I-.S. 

The  hillowing  standing  connnittees  were  aiuiounced  iiy  the   |)resident: 

RKi,iGK)rs  Skkvicks.  Ministers.  Dr.  Benjannn  iiausman.  Dr.  Hen- 
ry Mosser,  Dr.  Calvin  S.  Geriiardt.  Elders.  D.iiiiel  Miller  and  Jacob 
H.  Stein. 

SvNDrJic.'M.  Mini  tics: 

Minutes  of  General  Synod.  Ministers.  Dr.  Harry  M.  Kieffer,  I'.dward 
D.  Wettach,  hihn  W.  Pontius.  Elders.  William  .\.  Heitshu  and  Henry 
Berge. 
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Miniitt's  of  Eastern  Synod.  Ministers.— V)r.  ]o\\\\  H.  Sechler,  George 
B.  Dechant,  Thomas  J.  Hacker.  £"A/tvx— Prof.  John  B.  Kieffer  and  Wil- 
liam H.  Schall. 

Minutes  of  Ohio  Synod.  J/////:sY^v;v.- -Nathaniel  H.  Lot)se,  William  H. 
Shults,  Sila.s  B.  Mase.     A7c/<-r.s-.— Daniel  W.  Souder  and  Lewis   A.  Kemp. 

Minutes  of  Synod  of  Northwest.^  Ministers.— W^wxy  W.  Vitz,  John  G. 
Steinert,  H.  O.  Jeorris.     Elders.~Y.  Engler  and  H.  Marcus. 

Minutes  of  Pittsburs^h  Synod.  Ministers.— Dr.  Cyrus  R.  Dieffenliacher, 
Thomas  S.  Land,  James  S.  Freeman.  /T/c/tv-.v.  -Josiah  M.  Hay  and 
Abner  Cort. 

Minutes  of  Potomac  Synod.  Ministers.  -Dr.  William  M.  Deatrick, 
Thomas  F.  Hoffmeier,  Thomas  J.  Barkley.  A7<'/<';-.y.— Henry  W.  Shriver, 
and  P.  H.  Bridenbaugh,  and  John  Fitz. 

Minutes  of  Gem/an  Synod  of  East.  Ministers.— Dr.  Marcus  Bachman, 
Wenzel  Walenta,  Levi  K.  Derr.  E/ders.— George  M.  Ehrlen  and  John 
Schroeder. 

Minutes  of  Central  Synod.  Ministers.  -]()\\\\  H.  Stepler,  Frederick 
Strassner,  Antiiony  Seyring.  Elders.  Isaiah  Cantieny,  and  Christian 
Uthbrock. 

Minutes  of  Interior.  Ministers.- -]o\\\\  W.  Love,  Abner  S.  Dechant, 
Francis  M.  Shults.     /:A/<^/-.s-.   -Gabriel  K.  Miller  and  Jacob  W.  Keefer. 

Minutes  of  Classes: 

Minutes  of  Eui^lis/i  Classes.  Ministers.— ':~^\mow  S.  Miller,  Henry  T. 
Spangler,  Aljiheus  E.  Baichly.  Elders.— y)\\x\  \V.  Bickel  and  Jcjsiah 
Rohrbaugh. 

Minutes  of  German  Classes.  Msnisters. — H.  O.  Jeorris,  John  Wernly, 
Christian  H.  Schoepfle.     Elders. — Jacob  Longendorfer  and  J.  C.  Schmid. 

Overtures.  Ministers.— Vroi.  John  C.  Bowman,  David  W.  Ebbert, 
George  B.  Dechant.  Elders. — Freeland  G.  Hobson  and  Jacob  P.  Zim- 
merman. 

Correspondenxe  with  Sister  Churches.  Ministers.  Dr.  Eman- 
uel V.  Gerhart,  Dr.  Herman  J.  Rueteriik,  Dr.  Jacob  O.  Miller.  Elders.— 
John  T.  Orndorf  and  John  P.  Reed. 

State  of  the  Church.  Ministeis.— Dr.  J.  Spangler  Kiefter,  Dr. 
Joseph  W.  Santee,  Dr.  John  A.  Peters.  /r/^/,^r5.— William  Keller  and 
Nathan  C.  Ffoeder. 

Howe  Missions.  Ministers.  Dr.  John  S.  Stahr,  Henry  T.  Spangler, 
Dr.  Conrad  Clever.     Elders. -'-]o\\u  J.  Nissley  and  John  Easterly. 

Foreign  Missions.  J//;?/.f/c';-j-.  -Dr,  Samuel  G.  Wagner,  Dr.  Abner 
R.  Kremer,  T.  Franklin  Hoffmeier.  Elders.  -]o\\n  W.  Bickel  and 
George  F.  Bareis. 

Orphans"  Homes.  Ministers.— Dr.  David  E.  Klopp,  Dr.  Eli  Keller, 
William  A.  Haas.     Elders. — Leo  A.  Stem  and  H.  Marcus. 

Sunday  Schools.  (By  some  oversight  no  committee  on  Sunday 
Schools  was  appointed.-    Stated  Cleric.) 
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XoMiNAiioNS.  A/inis/t'/s.  Kllis  N.  Krtnner,  Isaac  N.  Pei^^iitel,  Sam- 
uel B.  Vockfv.     K/(ft'rs.  -Henry  W.  Shriver  and  Prof.  John  B.   Kieffer. 

FiNANCK.  Mi/iistrrs.  Dr.  C.eorge  B.  Russell.  Dr.  Ahrahain  B.  Kop- 
lin,  Charles  S.  W'ienaiid.  /-'Jdi-rs.  -William  Casselmaii  and  Josejth 
Nea,t:jly. 


articlp:  VI. 

C(3MMUN1CAT](:)NS. 

1.  Three  copies  of  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Synod, 
both  in  the  Kn<.^Hsh  and  the  German  languages,  were  receiv- 
ed through  the  Stated  Clerk,  and  referred  to  the  Standing 
Committee  on  Minutes  of  General  Synod. 

2.  The  required  three  copies  of  Minutes  of  the  several 
District  Synods,  for  each  of  the  three  years  intervening  since 
the  last  triennial  sessions  of  the  General  Synod,  were  receiv- 
ed through  the  respective  stated  clerks,  and  referred  to  the 
several  standing  committees  on  the  Minutes  of  the  different 
District  Synods. 

3.  The  Minutes  of  the  following  classes  were  received 
and  referred  to  the  Standing  Committees  on  Minutes  of 
English  and  German  Classes,  as  arranged  in  alphabetical 
order,  namely:  Carlisle,  Cincinnati,  Clarion,  Eastern  Ohio, 
I\ast  Pennsylvania,  East  Susquehanna,  Gett\'sburgh,  Goshen- 
hoppen,  Heidelberg,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Juniata,  Lan- 
caster, {\\.  Synod),  Lancaster,  (O.  Synod),  Lebanon,  Lehigh, 
Lincoln,  Maryland,  (Eng.),  Maryland,  (Ger. ),  Mercersburg, 
Miami,  Milwaukee,  Minnesota,  New  York,  North  Carolina, 
Philadelphia,  (P>ig.),  Philadelphia,  (Ger.),  Portland-Oregon, 
St.  John's,  St.  Joseph,  St.  Paul's,  Schuylkill,  Sheboygan, 
Tohickon,  Ursinus,  Virginia,  Westmoreland,  West  Penns)'l- 
vania,  W^est  Susquehanna,  Wichita,  Wyoming,  Zion's  (N. 
W.  Synod)  and  Zion's,  (Pot.  Synod). 

4.  The  reports  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  and  of  its 
Treasurer  were  received  and  referred  to  the  Standing  Coni- 
mittee  on  Home  Missions. 
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5-  The  reports  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  For- 
eign Missions  and  of  its  Treasurer  were  received  and  refer- 
red to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions. 

6.  Reports  were  received. from  the  Board  of  Managers  of 
the  Orphans'  Home  at  Womelsdorf,  Pa.,  of  that  at  Butler, 
Pa.,  and  of  that  at  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  and  referred  to  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  Orphans'  Homes,  and  then  passed 
over  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Orphans'   Homes. 

.7.  The  report  of  the  Board  of  Sunday  Schools  was 
received. 

8.  The  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  General  Synod  was 
received  and  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Finance. 

9.  The  report  of  the  P^xecutive  Committee  of  the  Alli- 
ance of  the  Reformed  Churches  throughout  the  world  hold- 
ing the  Presbyterian  system,"  was  received.  Also  a  com- 
munication approving  of  a  movement  for  the  Federation  of 
the  Evangelical  Churches  of  the  land,  and  proposing  Articles 
of  Constitution  and  Federal  Union  between  the  Reformed 
Churches  in  the  United  States  holding  the  Presbyterian 
system.  These  papers  were  referred  to  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Overtures 

10.  Various  other  official  communications  and  documents 
having  reference  to  different  subjects,  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures,  whose 
report  see  for  particulars  and  facts. 


ARTICLE  Vn. 
RELIGIOUS  SERVICES. 

The  General  Synod,  during  its  present  sessions,  observed 
the  following  religious  services: 

I.  The  sessions  of  each  day  were  opened  and  closed  with 
appropriate  religious  services. 
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2.  The  Standing  Committee  on  Religious  Services  sub- 
mitted their  report,  which  was  received  and  as  amended 
adopted,  and  it  is  as  follows: 

The  Committee  on  Religious  Services  beg  leave  to  offer 
the  following  report: 

.S7.  /\ui/'s  (7/ //;-(-//. —Thursday  Evening,  Home  Missionary  Services. 
Rev.  J.  A.  Peters,  D.  D.,  President  of  the  Board  presiding.  Speakers, 
Dr.  C.  Clever,  Rev.  J.  H.  Bomberger  and  Rev.  I.  X.  Peightel.  Friday 
Kvening,  Foreign  .Missionary  Meeting,  Rev.  S.  G.  Wagner,  I).  D.,  pre- 
siding.    Speakers,  Rev.  J.  P.  Moore,  D.  D.,  Rev.  W.  A.  Hale,  D.  D. 

Satukd.w  Kvening. — A  service  in  the  interest  of  the  Society  for  Relief 
of  Ministers  and  their  Widows.  Rev.  W.  M.  Dietrick,  D.  U.,  presiding. 
Speakers,  Dr.  E.  V.  Gerhart,  Dr.  C.  Clever. 

Sunday  Services.— First  Reformed  Church,  Rev.  W.  A.  Hale,  D.  D., 
lo  A.  M.,  Rev.  D.  S.  Fouse,  D.  D.,  7.30  P.  M.  Sunday-school,  1.30,  Rev. 
M.  Loucks,  D.  D.,  Rev.  W.  E.  Ludwick,  Rev.  J.  W.  Knajipenberger,  Rev. 
W.  Rupp.  D.  D. 

Second  Reformed  Church. -'R.itv.  J.  Spangler  KieFfer,  D.  D.  10.30  A.  M. 
Rev.  J.  H.  Prugh.  Rev.  R.  W.  Miller,  and  Rev.  C.  Clever,  D.  D..  7.30 
P.  M." 

St.  /'ai/l's  Rrforjiicd  Church.  Rev.  J.  Elmendorf,  D.  D.,  10.30  A.  M.,  Rev. 
W.  A.  Hale,  D.  D..  7.30  P.  M.  Sunday-school:  Rev.  J.  H.  Prugh,  Rev. 
P.  C.  Prugh,  I).  D.,  Rev.  J.  Spangler  Kieffer,  D.  D.  Men's  Mass  Meet- 
ing at  3.30  P.  M.  Speakers,  Revs.  C.  J.  Musser  and  S.  B.  Mase.  Young 
Men's  Meeting,  6.30;  Rev.  J.  E.  Murjihy,  Prof.  E.  T.  Mathes. 

.S7.  Johns  Church.  -Kits- .  J.  E.  Hiester,  D.  D.,  10  A.  M.,  Rev.  Dr.  J.  A. 
Peters,  D.  D.,  7.30  P.  ^L 

St.  Stephen  s  Church.'-Ktw.  Wm.  Rupp,  D.  D.,  10  A.  M.  Rev.  R.  L. 
Gerhart,  7.30  P.  M.  Sunday-school  Addresses,  1.30  P.  M.,  Revs.  G.  W. 
Kershner  and  J.  L.  Murphy. 

Zion's  Church  (German).  Rev.  W.  Walenta,  A.  M.,  Rev.  J.  G.  Schmid, 
P.   M.     Sunday-school  9  A.  M.,  Elder  Paul  Sommerlatte. 

Cah'iiry  Church.  Ktv.  J.  H.  Bomberger,  and  Elder  F.  G.  Hobson, 
10.30  A.  ^E,  Rev.  J.  L.  Murphy,  7.45  P.  M. 

St.  Andrew  s  Church.  Re\.  E.  N.  Kremer,  A.  M.,  Rev.  A.  S.  Dechant, 
P.  M.  Afternoon  service.  Revs.  R.  L.  Gerhart,  C.  J.  Musser,  H.  iM. 
Kieffer,  D.  D. 

St.  Mark's  Church.-Rev.  C.  B.  Heller.  10  A.  M.;  Sunday-school  Ad- 
dress, Rev.  A.  G.  Berkey. 

Olivet  Church.  Rit\.  A.  G.  Berkey,  7.30  P.  M.  Sunday-school  Ad- 
dress, Rev.  C.  B.  Heller. 

.SV.  Thomas  Church.  Rev.  j.  (;.  Dengler.  ((^.erman)  10  A.  M.,  Dr.  J.  .\. 
Hoffheins,  (English)  7  P.  M. 
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Faith  C7i lire /i.  Rev.  R.  W.  Miller,  10.30  A.  M.,  Dr.  C.  R.  Dieffen- 
bacher,  7.30  P.  M.  Sunday-school  1.45,  Rev.  1.  X.  Peightel  and  Rev.  T. 
S.  Land. 

St.  James  Church. — Rev.  J.  W.  Pontius,  10.30  A.  M.,  Rev.  A.  M.  Keifer, 
7.30  P.  M. 

Otterbeiri  U.  B.  Chunh.-Kev.  J.  S.  Freeman,  A.  M.,  Rev.  Wm.  H. 
Shults,  P.  M. 

Sixth  St.  £7'a;i_o-e/ica/.  -Rev.  M.  Loucks,  D.  D.,  A.  M.,  Rev.  J.  B. 
Henry,  P.  M. 

St.  Matthews  Lutheran  Church. ^V)x.  F.  A.  Rupley,  A.  M.,  Rev.  F. 
M.  Shults,  P.  M. 

Alsace. — Rev.  H.  T.  Spangler,  A.  M. 

Schivai'tzwald. — Rev.  J.  B.  Henry,  2  P.  M. 

The  Synodical  Communion  was  celebrated  Sunday  morning  at  8.45 
o'clock.  Dr.  B.  Bausman  presiding,  assisted  by  Dr.  E.  V.  Gerhart,  Dr. 
J.  Dahlman,  Dr.  J.  A.  Peters,  Dr.  J.  Spangler  Kieffer. 

Washington  Street  Presbyterian  Church  {Colored). — Rev.  J.  F.  Wiant, 
7.30  P.  M. 

St.  Peters  M.  E.  Church.^Rev.  Geo.  B.  Russel,  D.  D.,  10.30  P.  M., 
Rev.  H.  T.  Spangler,  7.30  P.  M. 

First  Presbyterian  Church. — Rev.  J.  A.  Peters,  D.  D.,  10.30  A.  M., 
Rev.  H.  M.  Kieffer,  D.  D.,  7.30  P.  M. 

Olivet  Presbyterian  Church.— Rev.  J.  S.  Stahr,  D.  D.,  10.30  A.  M.,  Rev. 
E.  V.  Gerhart,  D.  D.,  7.30  P.  M. 

Ebenezer  Evangelical. — Rev.  J.  C.  Huecker,  (German)  10.30  A.  M., 
Rev.  J.  W.  Pontius,  (English)  7.30  P.  M. 

Salem  Evangelical. — Rev.  Anthony  Seyring,  10  A.  M.,  Rev.  James  B. 
May,  7.30  P.  M. 

Leesport.—Rev.  W.  A.  Haas,  10  A.  M. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

BENJAMIN  BAUSMAN,   Chairman. 

CENTENNIAL  MASS  MEETING. 

In  accordance  with  the  action  of  General  Synod,  (after 
luncheon,  various  toasts  and  social  intercourse  from  5  to  7.30 
P.  M.  in  the  chapel  of  St.  Paul's  Memorial  Church),  a  mass 
meeting  of  the  Reformed  Church  was  held  in  the  Academy 
of  Music,  Reading,  Pa.,  on  Monday  evening,  May  29,  1893, 
in  commemoration  of  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the 
independent  organized  existence  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 
the  United  States,  according  to  the  following  programme, 
Rev.  J.  A.  Peters,  D.  D.  presiding  and  Rev.  S.  L.  Krebs 
conducting  the  music,  viz: 
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Invocation,  by  Rev.  S.  X.  Calleiuler,  1).  I). 

A  pox  ties'  Creed'wx  unison.  ' 

Gloria  in  Excrlsis. 

Prayrr  hy  Rev.   T.  (i.  Apple,  I).  I). 

Adei/iss,  Subject:  "Laiidnuirks  of  the  Century,"  Re\ .  James  \V.    Mem- 
iiiger. 

Hymn  608. 

A(li/i-fss.    Subject:  "A   Glance   at    Forces    Woikin^    for   and    Against 
Church  Union,"  Rev.  Joachim  Elmendorf,  1).  1). 

Hymn  452. 

Adilrrss.     Subject:  "hependence  and  Independence,"  Rev.  J.  Spangler 
Kieffer,  1).  1). 

Hymn  407. 

Doxoloi^y. 

Benediction  bv  Rev.  Philip  Schaff,  I).  I). 

The  religious  .services,  as  appointed  for  the  different 
churches,  were  severally  observed.  The  centennial  mass 
meeting-  was  attended  by  a  large  and  appreciative  audience, 
and  the  occasion  was  one  of  devout  interest  and  grateful  joy. 


ARTICLE  VIII. 
SY NODICAL  MINUTES. 

I.        MINUTES  OP"  THE  GENERAL  SYNOD. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  the  General 
Synod,  during  the  afternoon  session  of  the  second  day  of  the 
sessions,  submitted  their  report,  which  was  received,  consid- 
ered item  by  item,  and  finally  adopted  as  a  wliole.  It  is  as 
follows: 

Your  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  General  Synod  begs 
leave  to  report  the  following  items  as  claiming  the  attention 
of  this  body,  viz: 

Item  1,  page  34.  Appointment  of  delegates  to  corre- 
sponding bodies. 

Item  2,  page  39.  a)  Appointment  of  Commissioners  on 
Federal  Union  with  the  Reformed  Church  in  America.  /') 
Instructit)n  to  officers  of  synod  relative  to  the  appointment 
of  additional  commissioners. 
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Item  3,  page  39.  Officers  of  synod  instructed  to  call  a 
special  meeting. 

Item  4,  page  41.  Appointment  of  a  Committee  of  Cor- 
respondence with  the  Reformed  Church  of  Germany  and 
Switzerland. 

Item  5,  page  41.  Instructions  to  officers  of  synod  con- 
cerning appointment  of  delegates  to  the  Reformed  Alliance 
of  Germany. 

Item  6,  page  46.  a)  Election  of  delegates  to  the  Alliance 
of  Reformed  Churches.  /;)  Instructions  to  officers  of  synod 
relative  to  filling  vacancies  in  the  delegation   to  the  Alliance. 

Item  7.  ThS  synod  is  required  to  provide  for  the  vacan- 
cies occurring  in  a)  the  Board  of  Home  Missions,  page  69, 
h)  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  page  94,  c)  Board  of 
Directors  of  Orphans'  Homes,  page  121,  d)  Sunday-school 
Board,  page  127. 

Item  8,  page  JJ.  Instructions  to  the  Board  of  Home 
\  Mi-ssions  of  General  S\-nod  relati\e  to  correspondence  with 
the  Reformed  Church  in  Hungary,  Austria. 

Item  9,  page  79.  Instructions  to  Board  of  Home  Mis- 
sions relative  to  co-operation  with   the  Sunday-school   Board. 

Item  10,  page  130.  Instructions  to  a  Committee  on  the 
Bethlehem  Appeal  Case. 

Item  I  I,  page  136.  The  appointment  of  a  Committee  of 
Revision  of  the  New  Constitution. 

Item  12,  page  139.  Reference  of  the  Formulas  of  the 
Church  to  the  Committee  on  Revision  of  the  New  Constitution. 

Item  13,  page  143.  Certain  instructions  to  Hymnal 
Committee. 

Item  14,  page  144.  Instructions  a)  to  the  Hymnal  Com- 
mittee, and  h)  to  the  corresponding  secretary. 

Item  15,  page  147.  Appointment  of  a  Committee  on  the 
Preparation  of  a  Digest  of  the  Decisions  of  Synod.. 

Item  16,  page  150.  Appointment  of  a  Committee  on  the 
Question  of  the  Mode  of  Baptism. 
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Item  17,  page  150.  Appointment  of  a  Committee  as  to 
Time  of  Announcing  Sentence  of  Kxcommunication. 

Item  1 8,  page  1  58.      Apportionments  to  the  several  synods. 

Item  19,  page  159.  Instruction  to  the  treasurer  concern- 
ing the  payment  of  one  haU'  the  travehng  expenses  of  certain 
western  delegates. 

Item  20,  p.    159.       I'ubhcation  of  Minutes  ordered. 

Item  21,  page  163.  Continuation  of  a  Committee  on 
Raih'oad  Accommodations. 

From   Minutes  of   Spccicrl  Mnt/fi^i;-  of  (icncral  Synod  held   at 
Pliiladclpliia,  fiiiic  4-6,    '91. 

Item  22,  page  17.  a)  The  Federal  Constitution  referred 
to  the  classes  for  approved,  and  b)  the  results  of  the  action  of 
the  classes  to  be  reported  to  the  Stated  Clerk  of  General 
S)'nod. 

Item  23,  page  18.  Klcction  of  representatives  to  the 
h'ederal  Synod. 

Item  24,  page  20.  Instruction  to  officers  of  synod  rela- 
tive to  time  and  place  of  first  meeting  of  Federal  Synod. 

Item  25,  page  23.  Appointment  of  a  Committee  of  seven 
on  Consensus  Creed. 

Item  26,  page  24.       Publication  of  Minutes  ordered. 
Resi^ectfullx'  submitted, 

M.   M.   K!i:r'FI-:R.   Ckmnnan. 

The  rc[)i)rt  was  disposed  of  as  follows: — I'\'>r  action  ;uid  re- 
jiorts  in  items  1,  4,  5,  6  a)  and  />)  and  22  a)  and  /'),  see  Arti- 
cle XI,  Correspondence  with  Sister  Churches;  items  2  a)  and 
h)  and  3  reported  attendetl  to;  item  7  a),  l>),  c)  and  d)  re- 
ferred to  Standing  Committee  (M1  Nominations;  items_^Larui 
12  adoi)ted;  for  action  in  item  9  see  Articles  XIII  and  XV\ 
Missions  and  Sundax'-schools  respecti\el\';  for  action  and  re- 
sult in  item  10,  see  Article  X\'I,  Ajjpeals  and  References; 
for  reports  in  items  11,  13,  16,  see  Article  XV'III,  Church 
(jovernment;  it^ni   13  adopted  as  auKMuletl;  item   14  reported 
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■attended  to;  for  action  in  item  i8,  see  Article  XX,  Finance; 
respecting  item  19,  see  report  of  Treasurer  of  Synod;  in 
items  20  and  26,  report  received  and  adopted,  for  which  see 
Article  XXI,  Publication ;  for  report  in  item  2 1  see  Article 
XXIII,  Miscellaneous;  items  23  and  24  were  laid  on  the 
table;  item  25  was  considered  in  connection  with  item  3  in 
the  report  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures,  and  the 
subject  matter  of  both  items  was  referred  to  the  former  com- 
mittee on  a  Consensus  Creed  (Min.  1891,  page  23)  to  report 
to  the  next  General  Synod  in  1896. 


II.        MINUTES    OF    THE    DISTRICT    SYNODS. 

The  several  Standing  Committees  on  the  Minutes  of  the 
different  District  Synods,  respectively  presented  their  reports, 
which  were  received  and  considered  item  by  item,  -and  then 
adopted  as  a  whole.  These  several  reports  with  the  action 
thereon  are  as  follows: 

I.       The  Eastern  Synod. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  Eastern 
Synod  for  1890,  1891  and  1892,  submitted  their  report, 
which  is  as  follows: 

Your  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  Eastern  Synod, 
would  offer  the  following  items  for  your  consideration: 

Item  I,  Minutes  of  1890,  page  7.      Committee  on  Minutes 

of  Synod. 

I       Item  2,  Minutes  of  1890,  page  63.      Eastern    Synod    acts 

I  favorably  on  the  purpose  of  General  Synod  to  provide  for  the 

1  spiritual  care  of  Hungarians,  votes  apportionment  for  the  pur- 

1  pose,  and  directs  classes  to  make  payment  to  the  Treasurer 

n  of  General  Synod's  Board  of  Home  Missions. 

Item  3,  Minutes  of  1890,  page  65-68.  Report  of  Eas- 
tern Synod's  Committee  on  General  Synod's  Plan  of  Unifi- 
cation of  Home  Mission  Work.  (Approval  of  Plan  of  Un- 
ificatiqn.) 
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Item  4,  Minutes  of  1890,  paijes  "j^,  jj.  Eastern  Synod 
acted  favorably  on  request  of  General  Synod,  a)  page  76. 
To  pay  apportionment  for  Contingent  Expenses  of  General 
Synod  within  one  year  after  adjournment  of  General  Synod. 
/;)  page  JJ.  To  pa)- delinquencies  on  Bohemian  Church  Aid. 
c)  page  yj.  Eastern  Synod  took  favorable  action  upon  oth- 
er requests  of  General  Synod. 

Item  5,  Minutes  of  1891,  page  6.  Committee  on  Minutes 
of  Synod. 

Item  6,  Minutes  of  1891,  page  9.  Eastern  Synod  finds 
nothing  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Special  Meeting  of  General 
Synod,  claiming  its  action. 

Item  7,  Minutes  of  1891,  page,  57.  Commends  Harbor 
Missions  to  prayerful  consideration  of  the  entire  church. 

Item  8,  Minutes  of  1891,  page  60.  The  General  Synod 
is  overtured  to  constitute  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  with 
geographical  reference  to  membership. 

Item  9,  Minutes  of  1892,  page  58.  Appeal  of  Philadel- 
phia Cla.ssis  to  General  Synod  from  the  action  of  Eastern 
Synod  in  sustaining  the  complaint  of  Goshenhoppen  Classis. 

Item  10,  Minutes  of  1892,  page  58.      Committee  appoint- 
ed by  the   Eastern  Synod  to   defend    it  before    the    General 
Synod,  Revs.  L.  K.  Evans  and  D.  E.  Schoedler. 
Respectively  submitted, 

JNO.  H.  SECHLER,  Chairman. 

The  following  disposition  was  made  of  the  report: — The 
items  adopted  were  i,  2,  3,  4,  a),  b)  and  c),  5,  6,  7  and  10; 
item  8  was  adopted,  and  for  report  of  special  committee  see 
Article  XIII,  Missions;  for  disposition  of  item  9  see  Article 
XVI,  Appeals  and  References. 


2.       T/ic  Ohio  Synod. 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  0/  the  Ohio  Synod,  beg  leave 
to  report  the  following  items: 
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Item  I.  Synod  adopts  the  instruction  to  bring  the  cause 
of  Foreign  Missions  more  prominently  before  the  church,  so 
as  to  give  more  Hberaliy.      Page  9,    1890. 

Item  2.  Synod  commends  anew  the  cause  of  our  Orphan 
Homes.      Page  9,   1890. 

Item  3.  Synod  accedes  to  the  request  that  the  Sunday- 
school  literature  supervised  by  General  Sjnod's  Board  be  in- 
troduced into  the   Sunday  schools  of   the    Reformed   Church. 

Page  9,    1890. 

Item  4.      Synod  approves  the  new  Hymn  Book  and  refers 

the  same  to  the  several  classes  for  adoption.      Page  10,  1890. 

Item  5.      This  synod  accepts  the  direction  that  synods  and 

classes  pay  the  money  collected   for    Harbor    Missions  to  the 

Treasurer  of  the   General    Board  of  Home   Missions.      Page 

10,   1890. 

Item  6.      Synod  adopts   the  direction  that  one-half   of  the 

contingent   expenses    of   General    Synod    from    the    District 

Synods   be   paid    to    General    S}'nod's   Treasurer   within  one 

year  of  its  adjournment.      Page  10.    1890. 

Item  7.  Synod  accepts  sx-nod's  apportionment  for  Con- 
tingent ICxpenses  and  Harbor  Missions.       Page  82,   1890. 

Item  8.  This  synod  accepts  General  Synod's  commenda- 
tion of  the  Society  for  the  Relief  of  Ministers  and  their 
Widows.      Page  10,   1890. 

Item  9.  This  synod  adopts  the  plan  of  unification  of 
Home   Mission   Boards,    as     submitted    by    General  Synod's 

Board.      Page  35,    1890. 

Item  10.  (r)  The  Ohio  Synod  overtures  the  General  Syn- 
od to  consider  the  propriet)-  of  changing  the  name  of  "Sun- 
day-school"  to  that  of  Bible  School;  and  /;)  a  corresponding- 
change  in  the  title  of  the  literature  furnished  by  General 
Synod's  Board  for  our  schools. 

Item  II.      The    Ohio   S\-nod  approves   of   the    articles   of 
confederation   between  the     Reformed    Church   in    America, 
and  the  Reformed  Church   in   the   United  States.      Page  78, 
1892. 
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Item  12.  The  Ohio  Synod  o\ertures  the  General  Synod 
to  add  a  column  to  the  statistical  table  for  reporting  the 
numerical  strength  of  our  Wumg"  People's  Societies  of  Chris- 
tian Endeavor.      Page  <So,    1892. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

NATH:\NIP:L  H.  LOOSP:.  chairman. 

Rei*ort  disposed  of  as  folloiws:  The  items  adopted  I,  2,  3, 
4,  5,6,  7,  8,  9  and  1  i  ;  for  action  in  item  10  see  Article 
XV.,  Sunday-i5chools;  item  12  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Constitution. 


3.       Tlw  Synod  of  the  Noithivcst. 

Your  Committee  on  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  the  North- 
west beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 

Item  I.  Minutes  of  1891,  page  16.  Various  recommend- 
ations of  General  S)'nod  stand  approved,  or  are  referred  to 
classes  or  respective  boards. 

Item  2.  Minutes  of  1891,  page  16.  Said  Synod  of  the 
Northwest  by  resolution  informs  this  General  Synod,  that  it 
has  already  provided  for  a  Church  I^rection  Fund. 

Item  3.  Minutes  of  1891,  page  16.  Synod  of  the  North- 
west requests  General  S\'nod  to  refer  the  German  Directory 
of  Worship  to  classes  for  approval  or  rejection. 

Itetn  4.  Minutes  of  189.2,  page  56.  The  Synod  of  the 
Northwest  requests  General  Synod  to  grant  the  publishing 
house  of  the  Reformed  Church,  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  the 
right  to  publish  an  edition  of  "Directory  of  Worship"  in  the 
size  of  the  Hyinnal. 

Item  5.  Minutes  of  1892,  page  83  in  Art.  XX.  Indiana 
Classis  reserves  the  right  of  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
Synod  of  the  Northwest  in  a  matter  pertaining  to  an  appeal 
from  Rev.  W.  Warren. 

Respectfull)-  submitted, 

HKNRV   W.    VITZ,    Chain  nan. 
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This  report  was  disposed  of  as  follows: 

Items  I,  2,  4  and  5  were  adopted.  On  motion,  respect- 
ing item  3,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  subject  matter  of  this  item  be  referred 
to  a  special  committee,  who  shall  report  at  the  next  regular 
meeting  of  General  Synod,  whether  or  not  the  changes  in 
the  German  translation  of  the  Directory  of  Worship  are  of 
such  character  as  to  require  the  reference  of  the  (jerman 
Directory  of  Worship  to  the  classes. 

The  committee  consists  of  Revs.  John  Bachman,  D.  D., 
A.  Emil  Dahlman  and  Elder  William  Reinhardt. 


4.       The  Pittsburgh  Synod. 

Your  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Pittsburgh  Synod  offers 
the  following  for  consideration: 

Minutes  of   1890, 

Item  I,  page  27.  Synod  accepts  the  apportionment  for 
Missions  of  General  Synod's  Board  of  Home  Missions. 

Item  2,  page  27.  Synod  indorses  the  special  work  in 
behalf  of  the  Hungarians,  and  accepts  the  apportionment 
therefor. 

Item  3,  page  2"] .  Pittsburgh  Synod  transfers  her  Church 
Extension  Fund,  including  moneys,  mortgages  and  deeds,  to 
General  Synod's  Board  of  Home  Missions,  with  the  under- 
standing that  they  be  used  to  aid  needy  enterprises  within 
the  bounds  of  Pittsburgh  Synod,  together  with  other 
conditions. 

Item  4,  page  27.  Synod  accepts  and  indorses  the  plan 
for  unification  of  the  Home  Mission  work  under  the  Board 
of  General  Synod. 

Item  5,  page  28.  Requests  of  General  Synod  concerning 
Foreign  Missions  were  acquiesced  in. 

Item  6,  page  40.  Pittsburgh  Synod  overtures  General 
Synod's  Sunday-.school   Board  to  furnish  Sunday-school   liter- 
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ature  with  the  lessons  arran<;ed  accordin<^"  to  the  order  of  the 
church  year. 

Item  7,  page  50.  Sjnod  adopts  request  of  General  Synod 
for  support  of  Society  for  Rehef  of  Ministers,  &c. 

Minutes  of    1891. 

Item  8,  page  34.  Synod  approves  of,  and  is  gratified 
with,  the  management  and  general  polky  of  mission  work 
under  the  General  Synod's  Board. 

Item  9,  page  12.      All  the  classes  of  synod  approved  the 
H)mnal  submitted  to  them  by  the  General  Synod. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

CYRUS  R.  DIKFFENBACHER,  Chairman. 

The  report  was  disposed  of  as  follows:  Items  i,  2,  3,  4, 
5.  7  and  8  were  adopted;  item  6  was  adopted,  and  the  subject 
matter  referred  to  the  Board  of  Sunday-schools  with  instruc- 
tions, if  deemed  expedient,  to  grant  the  request;  for  action 
in  item  9  see  rejjort  of  special  committee,  Article  XVIII., 
Church  (government. 


5.       The  Synod  of  the  Poiouiac. 

The  Committee  oh  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  the 
Potomac  begs  leave  to  present  the  following  report: 

Item  I,  Minutes  of  1890.  The  synod  took  favorable 
action  on  the  several  items  referred  to  the  District  Synods. 

Item  2,  page  47.  Notice  of  an  appeal  on  the  part  of 
Rev.  H.  F.  Long  from  the  decision  of  the  synod  in  his 
appeal  case  from  certain  acti<Mi  of  the  Juniata  Classis,  to  the 
General  Synod. 

Item  3,  Minutes  of  1891.  The  synod  makes  a  distinct 
record,  as  required  b\-  Article  80  of  the  Constitution,  of  the 
action  of  its  several  classes  in  the  reference  of  The  Rcfonncd 
Church  Hymnal  for  adoption  or  rejection,  showing'  that 
Zion's,  Maryland,"  Mercersburg,  Virginia,  Gettysburg,  Car- 
lisle,   Juniata    and     rortland-(  )regon    Classes    had    severalK- 
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'adopted   the    Hymnal;   and   that  the  North  Carohna  Classis, 
for  some  cause  or  other,  had  failed  to  take  action  in  the  matter. 

Item  4,  Minutes  of  i8g2.  The  synod  makes  record, 
agreeably  with  the  requirements  of  Article  80  of  the  Consti- 
tution, that  Zion's,  Maryland,  Mercersburg,  Virginia,  North 
Carolina,  Gettysburg,  Carlisle  and  Juniata  Classes  severally 
adopted  the  constitution  and  recommendations  of  the  Gen- 
eral Synod  for  the  formation  of  a  Federal  Synod  of  the 
Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  and  the  Reformed 
Church  in  America,  as  referred  to  the  classes  for  approval  or 
rejection.  The  Portland  Oregon  Classis  seems  to  have  over- 
looked the  matter. 

Item  5;  page  55.  The  following  ox-erture  is  made  to  the 
General  Synod,  namely: 

Whereas,  It  is  evident  that  the  office  of  deaconness  existed 
in  the  apostolic  and  post  apostolic  church;  has  always  been 
appreciated  in  some  of  the  Reformed  Churches;  is  being 
revived  by  other  Protestant  denominations;  and  is  so  well 
adapted  to  the  needs  of  much  practical  Christian  work; 
therefore, 

Resolved,  That  we  overture  the  General  Synod,  at  its  next 
meeting,  to  authorize  and  define  the  office  of  deaconness;  and 
having  taken  such  action,  to  send  it  down  to  the  classis  for 
approv^al  or  rejection. 

Respectfullx'  submitted, 

WM.  M.  DKATRICK,  Chainnan. 

The  report  was  disposed  as  follows:  Items  I,  3  and  4 
were  adopted;  item  2  was  adopted,  and  for  report  and  action 
thereon  see  Article  NVI.,  Appeals  and  References;  for 
report  in  item  5  see  Article  NI\\,  Benevolent  and  Religious 
Institutions. 

6,       The  Gen/iaii  Synod  of  the  East. 

Your  committee  would  respectfulh'  report  the  following 
items  claiming  the  attention  of  General  Synod. 
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ItciTi  1,  iMinutt's  i.Sgi,  pag-e  lo.  In  rcy;arcl  to  unificatioa 
of  the  work  of  Home  Missions,  the  synod  is  of  the  opinion 
that  the  time  for  such  action  has  not  yet  come. 

Item  2,  Minutes  1891.  pa<jes  9,  10.  The  synod  accepted 
and  passed  favorable  action  upon  all  the  other  recommenda- 
tions of  (jeneral  Synod,  and  referred  them  to  the  several 
classes. 

Item  3,  Minutes  1892,  pages  10-12.  S\-nod  wishe> 
information  in  regard  to  the  present  statistics  of  the  Japan 
Mission. 

Item  4.  Minutes  1892,  page  26.  Synod  recommends  the 
Harbor  Mission  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  (jeneral 
Synod,  also  an  increase  of  the  .salary  of  the  missioutu-}-. 

Item  5,  Minutes  1892,  page  45.  S>'nod  respectfully 
requests  General  S\nod  to  grant  to  the  German  Publication 
House  at  Cleveland,  0.,  the  privilege  of  publishing"  the 
Directory  of  Worship  in  the  form  of  the  Hymnal,  said  Pub- 
lishing House  to  own  and  retain  those  plates  until  the 
proceeds  of  sales  thereof  have  paid  the  original  cost. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

MARCUS  BACHMANN,  Cliainuan. 

The  report  was  disposed  as  follows:  Item  i  was  disposed 
of  by  the  adoption  of  this  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  item  be  adopted,  and  that  this  General 
Synod  regrets  that  the  (jerman  Synod  of  the  Kast  could  not 
at  this  time  fall  in  with  the  recommendation  for  unit}'  of  the 
Home  Mission  work;  and  also  expresses  the  hope  that  they 
will,  at  an  early  day,  be  able  to  join  in  the  said  unit}'. 

Item  2  adopted;  item  3  ado[)ted,  and  the  subject  matter 
referred  to  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions;  item 
4  adopted,  and  subject  matter  referred  to  Standing  Committee 
on  Home  Missions;  item  5  adopted,  and  referred  to  the 
special   Committee  on    Publication   of  Director)-  of  Worship. 
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7-      The  Central  Synod. 

Your  committee  begs  leave  to  report  that  Central  Synod 
at  its  annual  meeting  in  Cincinnati  in  1890,  page  60, 
expressed  itself  as  favorable  to  the  unification  of  our  Home 
Mission  work  in  the  Board  of  General  Synod,  but  still  pre- 
ferred to  defer  definite  action  while  the  attempt  was  pending 
to  unite  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  with  our  own,  in  the 
matter  oi  missionary  operations. 

At  its  next  annual  meeting  in  Lima,  O.,  page  50,  the 
same  subject  was  considered  and  referred  to  a  committee 
which  was  to  report  at  the  annual  meeting  of  1892,  after 
conferring  with  a  similar  committee  to  be  appointed  b)-  the 
Synod  of  the  Northwest. 

In  1892  this  committee  reported  that  the  Synod  of  the 
Northwest  had  failed  to  appoint  its  committee.  No  further 
action  was  taken.      See  page  51. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  mention  that  Central  Synod  has, 
however,  taken  one  step  to  co-operate  with  its  English  sister 
synods,  in  taking  favorable  action  (1892,  page  79)  in  regard 
to  the  Society  for  the  Relief  of  Reformed  Ministers  and  their 
W^idows. 

Central  Synod  also  heartily  concurs  in  the  work  of  General 
Synod  among  our  Hungarian  brethren  in  its  bounds.  1891, 
page  50.  Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  H.  STEPLER, 
F.  STRASSNER, 
A.  SEYRING, 
E.  CANTn^:NY, 
J.  MAROUART. 

The  foregoing  report  was  received  and  adopted  as  a  whole. 


8.       The  Synod  of  the  Interior. 

Your    Committee    on    the    Minutes    of  the    Synod    of  the 
Interior  would  report: 
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Item  I.  The  synod  has  heartily  approved  all  the  recom- 
mendations of  General  Synod. 

Item  2.  This  synod  has  fallen  in  with  the  plan  of  unifica- 
tion of  mission  work,  and  transferred  all  its  missions  to  the 
General  Hoard. 

Item  3.  In  Minutes  of  1891,  page  21,  there  is  an  over- 
ture to  General  Synod  to  apportion  the  amount  needed  for 
the  Foreign  Missionary  cause  on  the  same  plan  as  for  Home 
Missions. 

Item  4.  On  page  29,  Minutes  of  1891,  General  Synod  is 
asked  to  prepare  proper  Sunday-school  statistical  blanks  for 
u.se  throughout  the  entire  church. 


Item   5.      On   page   39,    Minutes  of   1892,    is  a   resolution 
thorizing 
Endeavor. 


authorizing  the  formation   of  Reformed   leagues  of  Christian 


Item  6.  On  page  41  of  .same  Minutes  is  an  overture  to 
arrange  for  a  Reformed  Alliance  to  be  held  at  Chicago  this 
fall,  and  to  prepare  a  program. 

Item    7.      On    page   32   of   .same    Minutes    is  a   resolution 
authorizing  the  opening  of  a  theological   department  in  the 
Wichita  University  as  soon  as  the  way  is  clear  to  do  it. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  W.   LOVE,   Chairuian. 

The  report  was  disposed  of  as  follows:  Items  1  and  2 
were  adopted;  item  3  was  referred  to  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  h^oreign  Missions;  item  4  referred  to  the  Board  of 
Sunday-schools;  item  5  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Brotherhood  of  Andrew  and  Philip;  item  6  referred  to  the 
committee  to  arrange  centennial  services  for  the  Religious 
Congress  at  Chicago;  item  7  referred  to  the  Synod  of  the 
Interior. 
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ARTICLE  IX. 

MINUTES  OE  CLASSES. 

I .      EnglisJi   Classes. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  Enghsh 
Classes,  during  Wednesday  evening  session,  submitted  their 
report,  which  was  received,  considered  item  b}-  item,  and 
adopted  as  a  whole.      This  report  is  as  follows: 

Your  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  English  Classes 
respectfully  snbmit  the  following  report,  to  wit: 

The  Minutes  of  the  following  classes  were  referred  to  your 
committee,  viz:  East  Pennsylvania,  Lebanon,  Philadelphia, 
Lancaster,  (Eastern  Synod),  West  Susquehanna,  East  Sus- 
quehanna, Goshenhoppen,  Tohickon,  Lehigh,  Schuylkill, 
Wyoming,  Miami,  Lancaster,  (Ohio  Synod,)  Tuscarawas, 
l£astern  Ohio,  St.  Joseph,  Westmoreland,  Clarion,  St.  Paul's, 
Zion's,  Maryland,  Mercersburg,  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
Carlisle,  Juniata,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Wichita  and  Lincoln.  After 
a  careful  reading  of  the  .same  we  find  in  them  the  following- 
items  claiming  the  attention  of  your  reverend  body. 

I  .   ON  MATTERS  REFERRED  TO  THE  CLASSES. 

Item  1 .  The  articles  of  Constitution  and  of  the  P'ederal 
Union  between  the  Reformed  Church  in  America  and  the 
Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States.  The  following- 
classes  took  affirmative  action,  viz:  P^ast  Pennsylvania,  Leb- 
anon, Philadelphia,  Lancaster,  (PLastern  Synod,)  W'est  Sus- 
quehanna, East  Susquehanna,  Goshenhoppen,  Tohickon, 
Lehigh,  Schuylkill,  Wyoming,  Miami,  Lancaster,  (Ohio  Syn- 
od,)  Tuscarawas,  P^astern  Ohio,  St.  Joseph's,  Westmoreland, 
Clarion,  St.  Paul's,  Zion's,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Carlisle, 
Juniata,  Mercersburg,  North  Carolina,  Gettysburgh,  Illinois, 
Iowa,  Wichita  and  Lincoln. 

Item  2.      The  Reformed  CInircJi  Hymnal  was  approved  hy 
the  classes    of   P^ast    Pennsylvania,    Philadelphia,    Lancaster, 
(P2astern    Synod,)    West    Susquehanna,    P^ast    Susquehanna, 
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Goshenhoppcn,  Tohickon,  Lehigh,  Wyoming,  Miami,  Lan- 
caster, (Ohio  Synod,)  Tuscarawas,  Eastern  Ohio,  St.  Joseph's, 
Westmoreland,  Clarion,  St.  Paul's,  Zion's,  Maryland,  Mer- 
cersburg,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Gettj'sburgh,  Carlisle, 
Juniata,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Wichita  and  Lincoln.  No  action  was 
taken  by  Lebanon  and  Schuylkill. 

Item  3.  Favorable  action  was  taken  upon  all  the  other 
recommendations* of  General  Synod  by  the  classes  reporting 
through  their  Minutes  to  this  meeting,  with  the  exception  of 
Church  Building  Fund.  This  was  apportioned  by  Philadel- 
phia Classis.  Maryland  Classis  in  view  of  heav\-  apportion- 
ments for  this  cause  within  its  bounds  does  not  feel  itself 
able.  Mercersburg  Classis  does  not  see  its  way  clear  to  com- 
ply with  the  request.  All  of  the  other  classes  fail  to  take 
action  on  this  recommendation  of  General  Synod. 

2.      Requests  from  the  Classe.s,    Etc. 

Item  4.  Lancaster  Classis,  (Eastern  Synod,)  calls  the  at- 
tention of  the  Stated  Clerk  of  General  Synod  to  the  omission 
of  its  action  on  the  new  Constitution. 

Item  5.  The  above  classis  overtures  the  General  S\-nod 
to  authorize  the  ])ublication  of  a  Parchment  Certificate  of 
Licensure  and  recjuire  the  use  of  the  same  for  candidates  for 
the  holy  ministry. 

Item  6.  The  aforesaid  classis  also  ox'crtures  the  (leneral 
S\-nod  to  direct  the  District  Synods  to  apportion  annual!}- 
the  amount  of  money  needed  to  carr\-  on  our  work  in  japan. 

Item  7.  Schuylkill  Classis  overtures  the  (ieneral  S}nod 
to  present  to  the  classis  of  Amsterdam  in  Holland,  a  memor- 
i.il  of  greeting  and  of  gratitude  for  the  s\mpatli\-  and  care 
shown  to  the  early  Palatine  emigrants. 

Item  8.  Tuscarawas  Classis  most  earnestly  recjuests  Gen- 
eral Synod  to  prepare  a  lesson  quarterly  for  the  intermediate 
(.lepartment  of  our  Sunda)' sciioois. 
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Item  9.  The  above  classis  also  gives  expression  to  its 
feeling  of  preference  in  regard  of  the  time  for  Children's 
Day. 

Item  10.  Gettysburgh  Classis  overtures  General  Synod 
to  revise  its  action  adopted  at  the  meeting  in  Cincinnati  in 
1872,  touching  the  authority  of  consistories  and  congrega- 
tions in  determining  the  direction  in  which  the  contributions 
for  benevolence  shall  go,  and  also  to  giv^'e  a  deliverance  on 
the  following  points:  I.)  Whether  a  consistory,  congrega- 
tion or  charge  has  the  moral  right  to  devote  moneys  con- 
tributed for  missions  in  any  other  way  than  through  the  reg- 
ularly established  Boards  of  the  church,  to  be  used  by  said 
Boards  as  the  demands  of  the  work  may  require.  2.) 
Whether  consistories,  congregations  and  charges  are  under 
moral  obligation  to  pay  the  sums  apportioned  upon  them  by 
the  classes  for  missions,  including  in  the  term.  Church  Build- 
ing, Missionary  work  among  the  Hungarians,  Harbor  Mis- 
sions and  all  kindred  objects  recommended  by  the  General 
Synod  to  the  church  at  large. 

Item  1 1 .  Carlisle  Classis  overtures  the  General  Synod  to 
repeal  the  decision  or  give  a  deliverance  on  the  meaning  and 
scope  of  the  action  taken  in  Cincinnati  in  1872,  touching  the 
direction  which  benevolent  funds  shall  take  when  not  specific- 
ally designated  by  the  donors. 

Item  12.  Wichita  Classis  renews  its  former  overture  to 
General  Synod  for  the  transfer  of  the  Emporia  Church  prop- 
erty to  the  Synod  of  the  Interior. 

3.      Appeals,    Etc. 

Item  13.  Philadelphia  Classis  appeals  from  the  decision 
of  the  Eastern  Synod  in  session  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  in  1892, 
in  the  matter  of  the  Skippackville  Church  and  appoints  ¥A- 
ders  F.  G.  Hobson  and  J.  W.  Beckel,  t^sqrs. ,  Rev.  J.  H. 
Sechler,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Jas.  Crawford,  D.  D.,  and  Rev.   H.  T. 

NoTi . — The  following  classes  have  failed  to  furnish  General  Synod  with  copies  of 
their  Minutes,  viz:  TitRn,  Allegheny,  Somerset  and  Kansas. 


31 

Spangler  a  committee   to    prosecute  the    appeal  before  this 
General  S\nod. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SIMON  S.  MILLER.  Chairman. 

Tile  report  was  disposed  of  as  follows:  Item  i  adopted  and 
for  action  thereon  see  Article  XVIII,  Church  Government; 
item  2  adopted  and  referred  to  the  special  committee  on  the 
Hymnal,  whose  report  see  in  Article  XVIII,  Church  Gov- 
ernment; item  3  adopted,  with  a  reiteration  of  the  action  of 
General  Synod  adopted  in  1890,  see  Minutes,  page  79;  item 
4  referred  to  the  Stated  Clerk*  of  General  Synod;  item  5 
adopted,  and  the  publication  of  such  Certificates  of  Licensure 
and  Ordination  be  referred  to  our  Publication  Houses;  for 
action  in  item  6  see  report  of  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign 
Missions;  item  7  adopted  and  noted  attended  to;  item  8  re- 
ferred to  the  Board  of  Sunday-schools;  in  item  9  it  was  re- 
solved that  synod  does  not  deem  it  expedient  to  modify  or 
change  its  action  of  1887  on  the  subject  of  Children's  Day; 
for  action  in  items  10  and  11,  see  Article  XVIII,  Church 
Government;  the  subject  matter  of  item  12  was  referred  to  a 
committee  of  five,  of  whom  two  shall  be  lawyers,  with  pow- 
er to  act,  and  submit  a  report  to  General  Synod  at  its  next 
triennial  meeting.  The  committee  consists  of  Revs.  Dr. 
J.  ().  Miller,  D.  B.  Shuey,  Dr.  P.  C.  Prugh,  and  p:iders 
John  W.  Bickel  and  Christian  M.  Boush;  for  action  in  item 
13  see  Article  XVT,  Appeals  and  References. 


2.      German  Classes. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  German 
Classes,    during    Tuesda)'    morning    session,   submitted  their 

-What  is  omitted?  Was  the  aotioii  of  classis  for  approval  or  rejection  of  the  pro- 
posed constitution?  Can't  tell  from  the  indefinite  language  inviting  attention.  After 
a  careful  examination  and  comparison,  it  is  found  that  the  action  contained  in  the 
printed  minutes  (IS'.)O  pages  -il  and  23)  is  an  exact  verbatim  copj'  of  item  2  in  the  man- 
us(Ti))t  report  of  the  committee,  and  as  adopted  by  synod.  Hence  if  there  is  an 
'■(imission"  in  said  item,  the  oversight  or  niistalie  rests  with  the  committee  and  the 
synod,  and  not  with  the  Staled  Clerk. 


report,  which   was  received,    considered   item   by    item,    and 
adopted  as  a  whole.      This  report  is  as  follows: 

Your  Committee  on  the  official  Minutes  of  the  German 
Classes  would  respectfully  offer  the  fo!lowin<^  report: 

Reports  of  the  following  classes  have  been  placed  in  our 
hands,  viz:  New  York,  West  Pennsylvania,  German  Mary- 
land, German  Philadelphia,  St.  John's,  Heidelberg,  Cincin- 
nati, Zion's,  Indiana,  Sheboygan,  Ursinus,  Minnesota,  Mil- 
waukee and  Portland-Oregon.  No  reports  were  received 
from  West  New  York,  Nebraska,  Missouri,  Chicago,  Krie, 
and  South  Dakota  Classes. 

The  committee  has  examined  these  reports  and  find  the 
following  items  claiming  the  attention  of  your  reverend 
body: 

Item  I .  The  following  classes  report  the  adoption  of  the 
Hymnal  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States:  New 
York,  West  Pennsylvania,  German  Maryland,  German  Phil- 
adelphia, St.  John's  Heidelberg,  Cincinnati,  Sheboygan, 
Zion's  Indiana,  Ursinus,  Minnesota.  Milwaukee  and  Port- 
land Oregon. 

Item  2.  The  proposed  Constitution  of  the  P'ederal  Synod 
of  the  Ref<irmed  Church  in  America  and  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States  was  adopted  by  the  New  York, 
West  Pc-nns\-lvania,  German  Philadelphia,  Heidelberg.  Cin- 
cinnati, Indiana,  Ursinus  and  Milwaukee  Classes;  and  not 
'  adopted  by  the  Sheboygan  Classis.  From  the  Minutes  of 
the  German  Maryland,  St.  John's,  Zion's,  Minnesota  and 
Portland-Oregon  Classes,  it  does  not  aj)pear  whether  any 
direct  action  has  been  taken  or  not. 

Item  3.  The  German  Mar}-land  Classes  reports  that  it 
does  not,  for  the  present,  adopt  the  re})ort  (jf  General  Synod 
regarding  the  support  of  the  Societ}-  for  Relief  of  Ministers 
and  their  widows. 

Item  4.  a).  Zion's  Classis  reports  that  it  does  not  ap- 
prove   of   the    unification  of   home    missionary    work    under 
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General  S}nod's  Hoard,  h).  It  most  heartily  petitions  the 
General  S\'nod  to  t^ive  the  Germans  an  equal  representation 
in  the  B<xird  of  Foreign  Missions  in  the  future. 

Item  5.  The  same  classis  accepts  the  request  of  General 
Synod  to  use  the  literature  supervised  by  General  Synod's 
Hoard,  providing  it  may  substitute  for  General  Synod's 
Hoard,   "The  German  Publishing  House.  " 

Item  6.  Cincinnati  Classis  commends  to  this  reverend 
body  the  cause  and  work  of  deaconesses,  and  respectfully 
petitions  the  reverend  General  S)'nod  to  adopt  some  meas- 
ures by  which  this  scriptural  institution  may  be  prominently 
brouglit  to  the  notice  of  the  whole  church. 

Item  7.  German  Mar}'land  Classis  respectfully  asks  the 
General  Synod  to  explain  whether  all  those  congregations 
mentioned  in  the  statistics  are  still  under  the  care  of  our 
board,  since  the  Sendai  district  has  been  given  over  to  us  by 
the  union,  or  whether  the  institutions  and  new  stations  of 
the  province  of  Sendai  only  are  under  the  direct  care  of  our 
church. 

Item  S.  The  Portland-Oregon  Classis  overtures  General 
Synod  again,  to  place  the  missions  in  the  state  of  California, 
under  the  care  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions. 

Item  9,  a).  St.  John's  Classis  requests  General  Synoci  to 
permit  a  revision  of  the  German  Church  hymn  book.  h). 
It  ask.s  General  Synod  to  give  an  explanation  of  Article  52 
of  the  Constitution,  and  whether  a  classis  has  the  right  to 
receive  a  mini-ster  before  he  has  been  dismissed,  or  be  declar- 
ed received  as  soon  as  his  dismissal  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
stated  clerk. 

Item  10.  An  appeal  of  Indiana  Classis  from  a  certain 
action  of  the  Northwestern  vSynoci  to  General  Synod  and  the 
appointment  of  Revs.  C.  V .  Kriete  and  J.  (i.  Steinert  as 
counsel  to  defend  classis  before  (ieneral  Synod. 

Item  1  I.  The  following  classes  report  that  they  have 
taken    favorable   action    on    all    the  recommendations  and  re- 
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quests  of  General  Synod:  New  York,  West  Pennsylvania, 
German  Philadelphia,  St.  John's,  Cincinnati,  Zion's,  Indiana, 
Sheboygan,  Minnesota,  Milwaukee,  Portland-Oregon,  and 
the  German  Maryland  with  the  exception  of  the  request 
refering  to  the  Society  for  Relief  of  Ministers  and  their 
Widows. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.    O.   JOERRIS,    Chairman. 

The  report  was  disposed  of  as  follows:  The  items  adopt- 
ed were  i,  2,  3.  4  a),  5  and  i  i;  items  4  b)  and  7  referred  to 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions;  item  6  referred  to  a  special  com- 
mittee on  Deaconesses;  item  8  referred  to  Board  of  Home 
Missions;  item  9  a)  declared  inexpedient  to  make  any  change 
at  present  in  the  German  H\-mn  Book,  and  for  action  in  b) 
see  Article  XVIII,  Church  Government;  for  result  in  the 
case  in  item   10,  see  Article  XVI,    Appeals  and    References. 


ARTICLE  X. 

OVERTURES. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures,  during  the  morn- 
ing session  on  Friday,  submitted  their  report,  which  was 
received,  considered  item  by  item  at  several  different  sessions, 
and  finally  adopted  as  a  whole.      This  report  is  as  follows: 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  beg  leave  to  report  that  the 
foUovv'ing  papers  have  been  placed  in  their  hands: 

Item  !.  An  overture  from  Schu}-lkill  Classis  that  a  suita- 
ble memorial  be  prepared  and  sent  to  the  Classis  of  Amster- 
dam, expressing  the  gratitude  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 
United  States  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  for  the  many 
favors  conferred  in  the  time  of  our  need. 
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Item  2.  A  paper  prepared  by  a  joint  committee  of  the 
Eastern,  Ohio,  Pittsburgh  and  Potomac  Synods,  having 
reference  to  the  centennial  of  the  autonomy  of  our  church,  a) 
requesting  the  General  Synod  to  hold  a  commemorative  ser- 
vice during  its  present  meeting,  and  /y)  to  authorize  a  con- 
vention of  the  Reformed  Church  in  Chicago  in  connection 
with  the  religious  congresses  of  the  World's  Columbian 
Exposition,  on  the  21st  of  September,  and  recommending  a 
program  of  subjects  and  speakers  for  the  occasion. 

Item  3.  A  "Plan  of  Federation"  prepared  by  a  joint 
committee  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  the  General  Assembly  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church,  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 
America,  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  General  Synod, 
and  the  Associate  Reformed  Synod  in  the  South,  looking 
to  the  organization  of  a  Federal  Union  between  the  Reformed 
Churches  in  the  United  States,  holding  to  the  Presbyterian 
system;  and  a  request  that  a  committee  be  appointed  by  our 
Genpral  Synod  to  co-operate  with  the  bodies  aforenamed  in 
the  movement  proposed. 

Item  4.  A  communication  from  the  chairman  and  secre- 
tary of  the  "Alliance  of  the  Reformed  Churches,"  giving  the 
basis  of  representation,  and  of  the  apportionment  of  expenses 
of  the  several  denominations  represented  in  the  Alliance. 

Item  5.  A  communication  from  the  President  and  Gen- 
eral Secretary  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Andrew  and  Philip, 
giving  an  account  of  the  work  and  progress  of  the  association, 
and  requesting  this  synod  to  appoint  a  Standing  Committee 
on  Young  People's  Work. 

Item  6.  A  letter  from  Rev.  J.  Muelhaupt  setting  forth 
the  needs  of  the  Reformed  Church  on  the  Pacific  coast. 

Item  7.      A  cop)-  of  i)Y/;/r  Characters,  by  Dr.  B.  Bausman, 
and    a    copy  of    Comparative   Study  of  the  Religions    of  the 
IVorld,  presented  to  the  synod  by  Mr.  Daniel  Miller. 
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Item  8.  A  request  from  Erie  Classes  of  Central  Synod  to 
appoint  a  committee  which  shall  have  supervision  over  the 
students  for  the  ministry  of  Calvin  College. 

Item  9.  An  appeal  of  Indiana  Classis  from  an  action  of 
the  Synod  of  the  Northwest,  at  its  last  annual  meeting, 
together  with  certain  documents. 

Item  10.  A  communication  from  the  "Non-Partisan 
National  Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union,"  requesting 
that  gospel  temperance  instruction  be  given  a  place  in  our 
Sunday-school. 

Item  II.  A  letter  from  Rev.  John  M.  Grether  asking 
the  General  Synod  to  give  a  deliverance  upon  the  question  of 
the  mode  of  baptism. 

Item  12.  An  overture  from  the  President  and  Secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Catawba  College,  N.  C,  direct- 
ing the  attention  of  the  General  Synod  to  the  claims  and 
needs  of  said  institution. 

Item  13.  Report  of  the  Publishing  Committee  of  Direct- 
ory of  Worship.  » 

Item  14.  Resignation  of  Hon.  Rudolph  F.  Kelker  as 
a  member  of  said  Publishing  Committee. 

Item  15.  Letters  from  Rev.  O.  E.  Lake  of  Powhattan, 
Kansas,  formerly  a  minister  of  the  Reformed  Church,  con- 
taining an  appeal  to  aid  him  in  righting  a  certain  wrong 
which  he  claims  has  been  committed  against  him. 

Item  16.  A  confirmation  manual  bearing  the  title, 
"Sealed  unto  Christ,"  presented  to  synod  by  Rev.  A.  M. 
Schmidt. 

Item  17.  A  communication  from  the  Society  for  the 
Relief  of  Ministers  and  their  Widows. 

Item  18.  A  letter  from  Mr.  Daniel  Miller,  calling  atten- 
tion of  the  synod  to  the  matter  of  the  publishing  of  the  work 
known  as  77?^  Fathers  of  the  Reformed  ChureJi. 
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Item  19.  A  communication  from  Rev.  C,  Borchers 
requesting  the  General  Synod  to  change  the  language  of  the 
article  of  the  Apostles'  Creed  which  treats  of  the  "Holy- 
Catholic  Church." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  C.  BOWMAN.  Chairman. 

The  report  was  disposed  of  as  follows:  For  action  in 
items  I,  2  and  3,  see  Article  XL,  Correspondence  with 
Sister  Churches;  in  item  4  the  part  relating  to  representation 
was  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Nominations,  and 
the  part  concerning  the  apportionment  of  expenses  to  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Finance;  for  action  in  items  5  and 
17  see  Article  XIV,  Benevolent  and  Religious  Institutions; 
item  6  was  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Home 
Missions;  for  action  in  items  7,  8  and  16,  see  Article  XXHI, 
Miscellaneous;  for  result  in  items  9  and  i  5  see  Article  XVI, 
Appeals  and  References;  item  10  was  referred  to  the 
Board  of  Sunday-schools;  item  i  i  was  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  under  item  16  in  the  report  of  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  General  Synod;  item  12 
was  referred  to  the  session  tomorrow  as  the  order  of  the 
day  to  consider  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Educational 
Institutions;'  for  action  in  items  13  and  14  see  Article  XXI, 
Publication;  with  respect  to  item  iS  it  was 

Resolved,  That,  in  regard  to  the  request  of  Mr.  Daniel 
Miller,  this  synod  expresses  its  judgment  that  the  publica- 
tion of  the  work  entitled  "The  Fathers  of  the  Reformed 
Church"  be  discontinued. 

Item  19  was  disposed  of  by  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Synod  deems  it  inexpedient 
to  compl)'  with  the  request. 
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ARTICLE  XI. 

CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  SISTER  CHURCHES. 

I.        REPORT    OF    THE    STANDING    COMMITTEE. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Correspondence  with  Sister 
Churches,  during  the  afternoon  session  of  the  eighth  day  of 
the  sessions,  presented  their  report,  which  was  received  and 
adopted,  and  it  is  as  follows: 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Correspondence  with  Sister 
churches  respectfully  offers  the  following  report: 

This  General  Synod  is  in  correspondence  by  the  exchange 
of  delegates  with  five  different  Protestant  branches  of  the 
Christian  Church: 

1.  The  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 
America. 

2.  The  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
the  United  States  of  America. 

3.  The  General  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church. 

4.  The  Quadrennial  Provincial  Synod  of  the  Moravian 
Church. 

5.  The  German  Evangelical  Synod  of  North  America. 
Your  committee  does  not  know  of  any  reason  for  not  con- 
tinuing correspondence  with  any  of  these  bodies. 

Though  the  plan  of  a  Federal  Synod  of  the  two  Reformed 
Churches  has  failed,  the  correspondence  by  the  exchange  of 
delegates  ought,  nevertheless,  in  the  judgment  of  your 
committee,  to  be  continued  for  the  maintenance  and  cultiva- 
tion of  fraternal  fellowship  between  these  two  kindred 
branches  of  the  Reformed  Confession. 

As  no  documents  have  been  referred  to  your  committee, 
there  are  no  other  suggestions  to  be  made. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
EMANUEL  V.  GERHART,  Chairman. 
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II.      Rkfokts  from   Delegates  to  Cokkesi'ONding  Bodies. 

The  delegates  elected  by  the  last  General  Synod  in  1890 
to  corresponding  bodies,  pre.sented  their  reports,  which  were 
received  and  adopted.  These  several  reports,  as  respectively 
presented,  are  as  follows: 

I.       The  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Chureh  in  America. 

Your  delegate  appointed  to  bear  the  Christian  greetings  of 
this  General  Synod  to  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  America,  would  respectfully  report,  that  he 
attended  the  meeting  of  the  latter  body  in  June,  1891,  in 
ses.sion  at  Asbury  Park,  N.  J.  His  reception  was  of  the 
most  cordial  character.  The  address  of  the  delegate  was 
responded  to  by  Rev.  E.  T.  Corwin,  D.  D.,  the  President 
of  the  .Synod,  by  whom  he  was  urged  to  bear  back  to  this 
syno'd  their  most  cordial  greetings. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CONRAD  CLEVER. 


2.       The  General  Assembly  of  Presbyterian  Church  in  U.S.  A. 

The  undersigned  begs  leave  to  report,  that  he  attended  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  ClTLurch,  convcaed  in 
Detroit,  Mich.,  in  May,  1891,  that  he  presented  the  fraternal 
greetings  of  this  General  Synod  and  was  very  cordially  re- 
ceived, and  that  our  kind  feelings  and  best  wishes  are  cordial- 
ly reciprocated.  Respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  H.  DUBBS. 


3.       The   General  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran   Church. 

Your  delegate  to  represent  this  General  Synod  at  the  Gen- 
eral Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  begs  to 
report,  that'he  attended  the  General  Synod  of  the  l^vangel- 
ical  Lutheran  Church,  when  it  met  in  the  cit;y..of  Lebanon, 
Pa.,  May  20,  1891.      Your  representative  was  most  cordially 
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received  and  heartily  greeted,  and  was  requested  to  bear 
back  with  him  to  your  reverend  body  the  best  wishes  of  said 
synod  for  the  greatest  success  in  your  work. 

Respectfull}-  submitted. 

DAVID  E.  KLOPP. 


4.    The  Quadrewiial  Provi)iciaI  Synod  of  the  MoraviiDi  Church. 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren: — I  would  respectfull}-  re- 
port to  your  reverend  body,  that  not  having  been  able  to 
ascertain  the  time  of  meeting  of  the  body  to  which  I  was 
chosen  as  the  delegate,  I  did  not  have  the  privilege  of  at- 
tending the  sessions,  nor  of  representing  you  before  it. 
Respectfully  submitted; 

SAMUEL  G.  WAGNER. 


III.     election  of  delegates  to  corresponding  bodies. 

The  following  designated  brethren  were  elected  delegates 
to  the  several  corresponding  bodies  named,  viz: 

1.  To  the  Ge/iefci/  Sy/iod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  Ainerica. — Rev. 
Benjamin  Bausman,  D.  \).,  priiiiariiis ;  anil  Rev.  Thomas  G.  Ap[)le, 
D.  D.,  L.L.U.,  secundus. 

2.  To  the  General  Assoiibly  of  tlie  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S. 
A. — Rev.  John  A.  Peters,  I).  V).,  priniarius ;  and  Rev.  William  A.  Hale, 
D.  D.,  secundus. 

3.  To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church.  -Kcv. 
Abner  R.  Kremer,  D.  U.,  prijuarius ;  and  Rev.  Andrew  J.  Heller, 
secundus. 

4.  To  the  Quadrennial  Provincial  Synod  of  the  Morai'ian  Church. — 
Rev.  Harry  M.  Kieffer,  1).  I).,  priinarius :  anti  Rev.  James  \V.  Mem- 
inger,  secihidus. 

5.  To  the  German  Evangelical  Synod  of  North  America. — Re\'.  Her- 
man J.  Ruetenik,  D.  D.,  primarius :  and  Rev.  Max  G.  I.  Stern,  L).  [)., 
secundus. 


IV.        DELEGATES   FROM   CORRESPONDING   BODIES. 

The  following  delegates  from  corresponding  bodies 
appeared  in  synod,  and  being  officiall}-  recognized  took  their 
seats  as  corresponding  members. 
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1.  Dmint;  the  morning  session  on  the  second  da)'  of  the 
sessions,  Rev.  F.  \V.  Staley,  delegate  from  the  (ieneral 
Synod  of  the  fivangehcal  Lutheran  Church,  appeared  in 
synod,  presented  his  credentials  and  took  his  seat  as  a  corre- 
sponding member.  At  the  afternoon  session  of  the  same 
day,  he  addressed  the  synod  in  appropriate  terms  of  fraternal 
greeting,  referring  to  the  like  historical  origin  of  both 
churches  and  their  particular  work  in  the  sphere  of  truth  and 
righteousness,  and  expressing  the  hope  of  becoming  more 
closely  united  in  the  great  work  of  human  salvation  against 
the  common  eneni)-  of  Christ's  kingdom. 

The  i^-esident  of  Synod  responded  in  a  fitting  manner, 
pointing  to  the  tendency  of  increased  unity  among  churches 
and  co-operative  work  for  the  Master,  and  requested  the 
delegate  to  bear  the  greetings  of  this  sj'iiod  to  the  body  he 
represented. 

2.  At  the  morning  session  on  Friday,  Rev.  Joachim 
Elmendorf,  D.  D.,  delegate  from  the  Reformed  Church  in 
America,  appeared  in  s\nod,  and  having  j)resented  his 
credentials  and  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  his  s\nod,  took  his 
seat  as  a  corresponding  member.  During  the  afternoon 
session  of  the  same  day,  he  addressed  the  synod  in  a  fraternal 
and  appropriate  manner,  giving  a  brief  statement  of  the 
present  condition  and  work  of  the  church  he  represented, 
referring  to  the  subject  of  federal  union  in  approving  terms, 
pointing  to  indications  of  increasing  unity  of  Christian  .senti- 
ment, and  of  a  broadening  tendencx*  in  work  for  Christ,  and 
presenting  the  fraternal  greetings  of  his  s)-nod  to  this  s}'nod. 

The  President  of  Synod  responded  in  a  hearty  and  touch- 
ing manner,  expressing  the  desirableness  of  a  closer  union  of 
all  the  Reformed  Churches,  to  which  the  synod  gave  joyful 
assent,  and  requesting  the  delegate  to  con\e)'  the  greetings 
of  this  s)'nod  to  the  body  he  represented. 

3.  ULuing  the  afternoon  session  on  Monda\',  Rew  James 
G.   Mason,  delegate  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presby- 
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terian  Church  in  the  United  States  of  America,  appeared  in 
synod,  and  having  presented  his  credentials,  took  his  seat  as 
a  corresponding  member.  Soon  thereafter  he  addressed  the 
synod  in  appropriate  terms,  bearing  the  greetings  of  the 
body  he  represented  to  this  synod,  and  referring  to  condi- 
tions and  operations  of  his  church,  and  the  tendency  towards 
a  greater  unity  of  spirit  and  of  sentiment  among  Protestant 
denominations. 

Vice-president  Sechler  being  in  the  chair  responded  in  an 
appropriate  manner,  and  requested  him  to  bear  the  fraternal 
greetings  of  this  synod  to  the  General  Assembly  he  repre- 
sented. 


V.        FEDKK.AL  UNION  OF  THE  TWO   REFORMED  CHURCHES. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  the  General  Synod, 
during  the  morning  session  on  Friday,  reported  in  item  22 
a)  that  the  draft  of  the  Federal  Constitution  was  referred  to- 
the  classes  for  approval  or  rejection,  and  /?)  that  the  results 
of  the  action  of  the  classes  were  to  be  reported  by  their 
respective  stated  clerks  to  the  Stated  Clerk  of  the  General 
Synod. 

Thereupon  the  stated  clerk  submitted  the  following  report, 
which  was  received  and  adopted: 

Report  of  Result  of  l^ote  of  Classes  on  Federal  Union. 

To  THE  General  Synod: — As  a  matter  of  record,  here 
preliminarily  stated,  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States,  at  its  special  meeting  in  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  June4— 6,  1891,  referred  its  action  on  the  Articles- 
of  Constitution  and  of  Federal  Union  in  a  Federal  Synod 
between  the  two  designated  Reformed  Churches,  to  the 
different  classes  for  approval  or  rejection,  and  requested  the 
stated  clerks  of  the  respective  classes  to  transmit  certified 
copies  of  the  results  of  the  action  of  the  classes  thereon  to 
the  Stated   Clerk  of  the  General  Synod;  and  further,  tliat  if 
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the  said  action  of  tlie  General  Synod  should  be  confirmed  by 
the  requisite  constitutional  number  of  classes,  the  executive 
officers  of  this  synod  were  authorized  to  publish  and  proclaim 
to  the  church  the  result  of  the  vote  of  the  several  classes  on 
said  action.  But,  as  meanwhile  some  adverse  views  and 
feelings  became  manifest  in  our  sister  church,  tending  to 
divert  the  mind  from  the  real  merits  of  the  question  involved, 
and  causing  some  doubt  and  fear  respecting  the  ultimate 
success  of  the  proposed  union,  it  was  not  deemed  advisable 
to  issue  such  an  official  proclamation,  and  instead  thereof  as 
the  better  course  to  report  the  result  of  the  vote  of  the 
classes  to  the  present  General  Synod. 

Hence,  having  acted  in  the  matter  in  good  faith  and  desir- 
ing to  realize  the  fulfillment  of  the  Savior's  expressed  wish 
that  "all  might  be  one,"  a  concise  and  definite  statement  is 
here  presented  of  the  action  of  tiie  several  classes  on  the 
subject  of  Federal  Union  in  a  Federal  Synod  between  the 
Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  and  the  Reformed 
Church  in  America;  and  thus  in  brief  detail  exhibit  the  vote 
of  the  several  classes  in  each  synod  and  as  a  whole,  and  declare 
the  position  of  our  church  on  the  question  of  such  union, 
and  place  ourselves  on  record  in  a  true  and  favorable  light 
before' the  Christian  world. 

In  accordance  with  the  official  request  of  the  General 
Synod,  supplemented  by  a  number  of  letters  by  the  under- 
signed, official  reports  were  received  from  all  the  stated 
clerks  of  the  classes,  and  from  these  reports  are  deduced  the 
following  facts  as  to  results: 

/.      Eastern  Synod — i  i   Classes. 

Approved  by  the  Classes  of  East  Pennsylvania,  Lebanon,  Philadelphia, 
l,ancaster,  East  Sus(iuehanna.  West  Sustjuehanna,  (ioshenhoppen, 
Tohickon,  Lehigh,  Schuylkill  and  Wyoming,  ii. 

//.      Synod  of  Ohio — 6  Classes. 

Api)r(tve<l  by  MJami,..LaJ4t:asfer,  Tuscarawas, Tiffin,  Eastern  Ohio  and 
St.  Joseph,  6. 
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///.      Synod  of  the  Northivcst — lo  Classes. 

Approved   by   Indiana,  Milwaukee,  Nebraska,  Ursinus,  Missouri   and 
Chicago.     6  Classes. 

Approved,  except  Article  g,  by  Minnesota,  i. 
Approved  conditionally  by  Zion's,  i. 
Rejected  by  Sheboygan,  i. 
No  action  taken  by  South  Dakota,  i. 

IV.      Synod  of  Pittsburgh — 5  Classes. 

Approved     by     Westmoreland,    Clarion,    St.     Paul's,    St)merset     and 

Allegheny,  5. 

I ".      Synod  of  the  Potoniae — 9  Classes. 

Approved  by  Zion's,  Maryland,  Mercersburg,  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
Gettysburgh,  Carlisle  and  Juniata,  8. 

No  action  taken  by  Portland-Oregon  Classis,  i. 

/ '/.      German  Synod  of  the  East — 5  Classes. 

Approved  by  New  York,  German  Philadelphia,  German  Maryland  and 
West  Pennsylvania,  4. 

Rejected  by  West  New  York,  i. 

]  ^11.      Central  Synod — 4  Classes. 
Approved  by  Heidelberg,  Erie,  St.  John's  and  Cinciiuiati,  4. 

Vllf.      Syjiod  of  the  Interior — 5  Classes. 
Ap])r(ived  by  Illinois,  Iowa,  Kansas,  Wichita  and  Lincoln,  5. 
Smnniary. 

Number  of  classes  in  existence  as  a  whole  in  1891    55 

Number  of  classes  required  by  the  constitution  to  sanction  the 

Federal    Union  (two-thirds)   39 

Number  of  classes  approved 49 

Number  of  classes  rejected 2 

Number  of  classes  approved  conditionally i 

Number  of  classes  approved  all  but  Article  9 i 

Number  of  classes  took  no  action   2 

ji 

From  the  foregoing  analytical  and  official  statement  it  will 
be  seen  that  more  than  the  required  constitutional  number  of 
classes  has  voted  approval.  It  is  in  this  form  that  the  whole 
subject  of  federal  union  now  comes  before  the  General  Synod 
for    further    consideration     and     deliverance,    provided     the 
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presen't  condition  of  things  or  the  nature  of  the  case  shall 
warrant    or    require  further    thought    or    action    during    the 
present  sessions.      In  behalf  of  the  executive  officers  of  synod. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

ISAAC  H.  REIThLR,  Stakd  Clerk. 


VI.        REFORMED  ALLIANCE  OF  GERMANY  AND  SWriZERLAND. 

I.      Rcpint  of  the  Committee  oil  Correspoiieletiee. 

The  Standing  Coinmittee  on  Minutes  of  the  General  Synod, 
during  the  afternoon  session  of  the  second  day  of  the  sessions, 
reported  in  item  4  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  on  Cor- 
respondence with  the  Reformed  Church  of  Germany  and 
Switzerland.  The  committee,  at  the  Monday  morning  .ses- 
sion, submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  received  and 
as  amended  adopted: 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Chureh  in  the  U.  S. : 

Reverend  F.^thers  and  Brethren: — Your  committee,  to 
whom  had  been  assigned  the  duty,  to  enter  into  a  correspond- 
ence with  the  brethren  of  the  Reformed  faith  in  foreign  lands, 
to  bring  about  a  more  intimate  union  between  ourselves  and 
them,  herewith  lays  before  the  General  Synod  its  report  as 
the  fruit  of  its  labors.  According  to  the  agreement  of  your 
committee,  Rev.  Dr.  J.  I.  Good  was  in.structed  to  conduct 
the  English  correspondence.  Rev.  J.  Kuelling,  D.  D.,  the 
correspondence  with  the  Evangelical  Society  in  Switzerland, 
and  Rev.  J.  H.*C.  Roentgen,  D.  D.,  the  correspondence 
with  the  Reformed  brethren  in  Germany.  Accordingly, 
each  of  your  correspondents  will  lay  before  you  his  report 
concerning  his  work. 

Your  committee  deemed  it  neces.sary,  in  order  to  carry  on 
the  correspondence  more  effectively  and  easily,  to  order  1 20 
circulars  to  be  printed,  containing  the  resolution  of  your  rev- 
erend body  in  this  matter,  as  they  are  found  on  pages  2,2  and 
33  in  the  German  edition  of  the  tran.sactions  of  General  Synod. 

Your  committee  assembled  for  the  second  time  during  the 
special  meeting  of  General  Synod  in  Philadelphia,  1891. 
The  answers  received  from  prominent  ministci-s  in  German}-, 


46 

about   25,    were    considered  and    arranged  according  to  the 
questions  put  by  us,  in  systematic  order. 

From  the  letters  which  were  received  we  learned  that  this 
matter  had  aroused  the  warmest  interest.  Our  advances 
were  met  with  the  highest  respect  and  over  the  ocean  their 
hands  are  reached  out  to  return  our  brotherly  greetings  in 
the  warmest  manner.  Many  a  heart  throbbed  with  joy  after 
it  had  thus  been  touched  by  a  warm  ray  of  brotherly  love, 
and  many  a  cover  was  burst  asunder  that  surrounded  hearts 
sighing  in  the  cold  state  church.  Even  if  some  did  not  re- 
spond to  our  letters,  yet  we  do  not  doubt  that  the  tunes 
struck  by  us  have  filled  many  a  Reformed  heart  with  joy,  and 
we  hope  that  the  time  will  not  be  far  distant,  when  we  in 
accordance  with  the  intentions  and  wishes  of  our  General  Synod 
shall  have  entered  into  a  more  intimate  union  with  the  mother 
church. 

It  will  cost  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  fatherland  many 
a  struggle  before  she  can  liberate  herself  from  the  chains  of 
a  state  church,  and  reach  a  free  and  joyful  development 
in  accordance  with  the  principles  of  Christianity  and  of  the 
Reformation.  We  should  therefore  all  the  more  turn  our 
attention  to  the  brethren  and  associates  of  our  faith  in  the 
old  country,  and  give  our  heart}'  support  and  encourage- 
ment to  those,  who  with  zeal  and  firm  confidence  work  for 
the  advancement  of  the  church. 

In  the  instructions  given  to  your  committee,  it  found  the 
starting  points  for  bringing  about  according  to  the  mutual 
understanding  such  a  temporary  union,  as  was  possible  under 
the  present  circumstances.  Your  committee  formulated  ac- 
cordingly several  resolutions  to  lay  before  tiie  General  As- 
semblies of  the  Reformed  Church  in  Germany,  Switzerland 
and  Hungary.  'Herewith  we  communicate  to  General  Syn- 
od the  results  of  our  activity.  ' 

a.      From  the  Transactions  of  the  Reformed  Alliance: 

The  Reformed  Alliance  which  held  its  Fourth  General 
Convention  from  the  25-27  of  August,  1891,  in  Barmen,  in 
which  meeting  Rev.  John  Gantenbein,  D.  D.,  took  part  as  our 
delegate,  has  made  this  matter  the  object  of  its  deliberations, 
as  is  evident  from  the  enclosed  report  of  those  transactions, 
and  a  letter  from  the  president  Rev.  Brands.  The  proposals 
made  by  us  as  means  of  a  union  were  unanimousl}'  adopted. 
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[cf.  transactions  of  the  Fourth  (icncral  Convention  of  the  Re- 
formed Alliance  pp.  41  and  42.) 

"Then  Rc\'.  Brands  read  the  points  of  union  as  offered  by 
the  moderamen  in  accordance  with  the  proposals  of  the 
American  General  Synod,  having  the  following  contents: 

1.  The  Reformed  Alliance  greets  with  joy  the  willingness 
of  the  venerable  General  S}'nod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 
the  United  States  to  enter  into  a  more  intimate  union  with  it. 

2.  The  Reformed  Alliance  elects  a  committee  consisting 
of  three  members  to  further  this  union  and  to  carry  on  tlie 
correspondence. 

3.  All  the  correspondence  shall  pass  through  the  hands 
of  this  committee  and  it  shall,  as  often  as  necessary,  at  least 
twice  a  year,  publish  a  report  in  the  different  church  papers 
of  this  country.  As  such  papers  we  designate  on  our  side 
i)  the  Reformed  Church  paper  published  b\-  Re\'.  Calaminus 
in  Elberfeld,  2)  the  Reformed  Monthly  in  Berlin  published  by 
Rev.  Hapke,  3)  the  Reformed  Sunday-school  paper  for  the 
principality  of  Lippe,  edited  by  Rev.  Sturhahn  in  Heiden  by 
.Sage.  The  editors  shall  be  requested  to  send  their  papers 
to  the  correspendents  regularly  without  paj-ment. 

4.  The  transactions  of  the  Reformed  Alliance  shall  be 
sent  to  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 
United  States  of  America. 

5.  A  delegate  shall  be  sent  to  the  meetings  of  the  Gen- 
eral Synod  if  possible;  at  least  a  delegate  from  America  is 
heartily  welcome  at  the  meetings  of  the  Reformed  Alliance. 

6.  If  there  are  cases  of  need  in  congregations  or  institu- 
tions, they  shall  be  examined  by  the  committee  and  be  rec- 
ommended if  necessary. 

7.  Our  committee  shall  be  instructed  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  German  congregations  to  the  Harbor  Mission  in  New 
York,  and  to  refer  young  men  fit  for  education  for  the  min- 
istry to  the  presidents  of  such  institutions. 

8.  Connections  with  the  Harbor  Missions  in  Europe  es- 
pecially in  Hamburg,  Bremen,  Steltin,  Amsterdam,  are  to 
be  entered  upon,  in  order  to  give  assistance  to  the  Reformed 
emigrants. 

9.  The  Reformed  Alliance  intends  to  send  a  delegate  to 
the  council  in  Toronto  in  the  year  1892  and  to  request  the 
same  to  deliver  lectures  wherever  desired  in  the  united  con- 
gregations of  America. 
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10.  We  recommend  to  the  congregations  of  Germany- 
and  America  that  they  remember  one  another  in  their  mu- 
tual prayers.  These  points  of  union  were  unanimously 
adopted  in  the  above  form.  As  members  of  the  committee 
for  correspondence  were  elected  the  Revs.  Brands  of  Stapel- 
moor,  Schmidt  of  Vlotho,  Robbing  of  Salzufflen." 

h.    From  the  Transactiois  of  the  Refoniied  Synod  of  Hanover. 

This  synod  assembled  from  the  24-28  of  November,  1891 
and  from  the  14-17  of  June,  1892,  in  Anrich,  Hanover.  In 
its  first  session  the  synod  elected  a  committee  to  report 
about  this  matter,  which  was  received  with  great  interest,  in 
the  next  session.  From  the  enclosed  transactions  and  the 
letter  of  the  president.  Count  of  Knyphausen,  it  is  evident 
that  this  synod  also  declared  itself  willing  to  enter  into  a 
closer  union  with  us.  The  letter  of  the  honorable  Count  of 
Knyphausen  to  the  venerable  General  Synod  reads  as  follows: 
To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Chureh  in  the    United 

States  in  Jiands  of  tJie  Correspondent  for  Germany.,  Rev.  J.  H. 

C.  Roentge)i,   Ch^veland: 

The  transactions  of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States  sent  to  me  by  means  of  your 
most  honorable  letter  of  the  4th  of  June  of  this  year,  I  have 
laid  before  the  General  S)'nod  of  the  Reformed  Church  of 
Hanover  assembled  here  from  the  14-17  of  June  for  its  sec- 
ond regular  meeting.  It  has  with  great  interest  taken  cog- 
nizance of  its  contents. 

In  expressing  our  hearty  thanks  for  the  sending  of  said 
transactions,  we  willingly  consent  to  the  wish,  to  enter  into- 
a  closer  union  with  your  General  Synod  and  take  the  pleas- 
ure in  the  name  and  with  the  instruction  of  our  General  Syn- 
od to  send  you  the  desired  six  copies  of  the  transactions  of 
the  24—28  of  November  of  last  year,  with  the  assurance  that 
after  the  printing  of  the  transactions  of  the  14-17  of  June,  I 
will  not  tarry  to  send  you  also  six  copies  of  them. 

E.  GRAF  KNYPHAUSEN, 

The  president  of  the  CDiiimittee  of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  province  of  Hanover. 

From  the  transactions  it  is  evident  that  the  synod  adopted 

the  following  resolutions  as  points  of  union: 

{ef.    Transaetions  II.  Part.  p.    18  /.    i,  2,  3,  4.) 

I.      "The  synod  appoints  a  commission  of  three  members. 
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to  further  the  union  with  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States  and  to  carry  on  the  correspondence. 

2.  The  printed  transactions  of  the  General  Synod  are  to 
be  sent  in  six  copies  to  the  Cieneral  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States. 

3.  The  synod  instructs  its  officers  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Reformed  congregations  of  Hanover  to  the  Reformed 
Harbor  Mission  in  New  York  and  to  use  to  this  end  the  co- 
operation of  the  Harbor  Missions  already  existing  in  the 
larger  seaports  for  (ierman  emigrants. 

4.  The  commission  is  instructed  by  the  .synod  to  refer 
young  men  who  are  able  and  inclined  to  devote  themselves 
to  the  ministry^  in  North  America,  to  the  directors  of  their 
Reformed  Theological  Scininaries. 

i\      FroDi  the  Reformed  Chunk  in  Hungary. 

Your  committee  has  not  received  any  answer  and  yet  it 
would  be  desirable  to  enter  into  connection  with  them,  es- 
pecially since  the  General  Synod  has  in  the  last  years  turned 
ittention  to  the  work  among  the  {migrated  Hungarians. 

d.      From  the  Oervian  Hngueuot  Society  in  Magdebnrg. 

Which  was  organized  on  the  29th  of  September,  1890, 
to  unite  and  advance  the  dispersed  descendants  of  a  mem- 
orable and  faithful  people,  which  clung  so  firmly  to  its  con- 
fession, the  Huguenots,  Walden.ses  and  Walloons.  This 
society  which  tries  to  obtain  by  yearly  contributions  the 
means  to  support  congregations  deserve  our  attention  all  the 
more,  since  it  is  the  kernel  of  the  Reformed  Church  and  in 
general  of  the  Christian  life  in  Germany.  The  Leaves  of 
History  edited  by  Rev.  II.  Tollin.  1).  1).,  draw  up  a  glorious 
picture  of  the  Huguenot  colonies.  It  would  be  as  agreeable — 
honorable  to  this  socict}'.  if  General  Synod  would  also  open 
communications  with  il.  (!•".  11  closed  the  transactions  of  their 
General  Assembly.) 

e.      From  the  Reformed  Student's  Convict  in  Halle. 

Which  was  founded  at  luister  i  S90,  to  give  Reformed 
students  of  Theology  the  opportunity,  aside  from  outward 
benefits,  to  enjoy  a  moral  antl  religious  as  well  as  scientific 
education,  to  awaken  in  ihcm   lox'e  for  the  Reformed  Church 

and  to  cultiv^ate  the  stud)'  of  its  doctrine,   history  and  cultus. 
4 
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The  institution  was  opened  with  five  students,  of  whom  the 
first  is  at  present  actively  engaged  at  Calvin  College.  The 
institution  is  placed  under  the  directorship  of  the  three  cathe- 
dral preachers,  Goebel,  Albertz  and  Beelitz,  and  is  supported 
by  endowments  and  friendly  contributions.  This  institution 
which  has  become  so  necessary  for  the  Reformed  Church  in 
Germany  needs  our  prayers  and  gifts.  May  its  leaders  not 
become  weary  in  their  endeavors  and  work  with  all  the 
greater  joy  knowing  that  we  are  willing  to  remember  them 
in  prayer  and  to  strengthen  their  hands.  (Enclosed  the  I.  II. 
III.  yearly  report.) 

/.  A  similar  institution  for  students  of  the  Reformed 
Church  is  that  founded  by  Rev.  Hapke  in  Berlin,  for  which 
^loo  were  voted  by  the  General  Synod  at  its  last  session. 
What  has  thus  far  been  done  is  only  a  private  affair;  eight  to 
ten  students  gather  on  certain  evenings  with  Rev.  Hapke  and 
study  Reformed  Theology.  Rev.  Hapke  intends  soon  to 
begin  the  foundation  of  a  "convict"  similar  to  that  in  Halle, 
as  soon  as  the  necessary  means  are  at  hand.  In  Berlin  there 
live  thousands  of  Reformed  people;  to  gather  them  shall  be 
the  object  of  the  students  in  the  convict.  Rev.  Hapke  here- 
with extends  to  General  Synod  his  hearty  thanks  for  the 
help  given  to  him  as  also  his  hearty  greetings,  invoking  upon 
it  the  divine  blessing. 

Thus  far  our  report  is  about  the  work  of  our  correspondence 
with  Germany.  Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  H.  C.  ROENTGEN. 

Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  April  lo,  1893. 
To  the  Vencrabh  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 
Uidted  States. 

Reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren  in  Christ: — Your 
Committee  of  Correspondence  appointed  in  the  year  1890, 
at  Lebanon,  Pa.,  has  instructed  me  to  open  a  correspondence 
with  the  Reformed  in  Switzerland.  It  was  not  very  easy  to 
find  the  proper  points  of  connection,  but  at  last  I  succeeded 
in  obtaining  the  address,  which  for  our  object  is  most  profita- 
ble, namely  that  of  the  president  of  the  Swiss  Evangelical 
Church  Society,  Prof.  Dr.  C,  von  Orelli  at  Basle.  With  him 
I  exchanged  several  letters,  which  through  him  reached  the 
above  named  society. 

Yet,  before  I  state  the  results  of  our  correspondence,  allow 
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me  to  say  a  few  words,  about  the  Reformed  Church  as  it 
exists  in  Switzerland  at  present.  The  Swiss  Churches,  /.  e., 
the  churches  of  the  different  cantons  have  no  more  a  positive 
Evangehcal  Confession  which  unites  them  but  they  have  be- 
come by  the  invasion  of  a  so-called  "reform,"  i.  c,  of  a  mod- 
ern rationalism  which  destroys  the  Biblical  foundation  of  our 
faith,  confessionless  religious  institutions  of  the  state.  That 
there  are  sad  errors  and  confusions  is  well  conceivable.  Even 
the  positive  side  does  not  make  any  exception  to  this,  for 
the  Kirclicnfnund  of  Basle  says  in  the  number  of  the  8th  of 
January,  1892,  "In  respect  to  theory  there  is  not  one  doc- 
trine of  the  Christian  faith,  about  whiclf  there  is  at 'present 
on  the  so-called  positive  side  a  perfect  agreement.  After 
mischievous  deviations  had  formerly  appeared  already  in  the 
doctrine  of  the  atonement  it  has  become  evident  that  with 
regard  to  the  doctrine  of  the  divinity  of  Christ  and  the  divin- 
ity of  Holy  Scripture  there  is  in  the  same  way  no  agreement, 
and  it  is  not  any  better  with  reference  to  the  hearing  of  pray- 
ers and  the  sacraments.  The  fundamental  significance  of 
the  resurrection  of  Christ  is  even  doubted  by  some,  not  to 
speak  of  the  future  of  the  Lord,  about  -which  they  prefer 
silence." 

The  Heidelberg  Catechism  is  used  in  a  somewhat  abbre- 
viated form,  but  still  it  seems  as  if  even  on  the  positive  side 
they  have  retreated  to  the  minimum  of  the  Apostolic  Creed. 

That  this  sad  state  of  the  Swiss  Church  is  deeply  felt  by 
the  ministry,  still  believing  in  the  Bible,  and  that  they  are 
instigated  to  build,  save  and  protect  wherever  they  can,  is 
natural,  so  that  these  brethren  especially  deserve  our  interest 
and  prayers.  The  Swiss  Evangelical  Church  Society  has  en- 
deavored for  about  twenty  years  there  to  do  its  work  and  has 
aimed  to  unite  the  positive  members  of  the  Evangelical  Re- 
formed Church  still  believing  in  the  Bible  and  to  exert  its 
influence  upon  them  in  an  evangelical  manner,  in  short  to 
overcome  the  need  of  the  Swiss  Churches  as  much  as  possible. 

This  society  has  its  central  committee  in  the  city  of  Basle 
and  its  "sections"  are  found  in  the  cantons  Basle  city,  Zurich, 
Bern,  Jura  of  Bern,  Schaffhausen,  St.  Gall,  Appenzell, 
Graubuenden,  Vaud,  Neufchatel  and  Geneva.  It  also  stands 
in  communication  with  certain  congregations  of  the  cantons 
of  Thurgau  and  Freiburg.  All  these  are  willing  to  enter 
into  a  closer  union   with   us.      The  president  of   the  central 
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committee  says  already  in  his  first  letter:  "I  am  from  this 
hour  willing  that  the  reports  of  our  activity  be  exchanged 
with  each  other  and  that  we  may  correspond  with  each  other 
occasionally.  I  believe  this  can  be  of  benefit  for  both  par- 
ties. "  Also  the  transactions  of  the  Swiss  Evangelical  Church 
Society,  which  assembled  on  the  29th  of  September,  1891, 
in  Olten.  have  been  sent  to  us.  I  enclose  as  a  part  of  this 
report  a  copy  of  these  transactions  and  refer  to  pages  1 7-20, 
especially  to  item  3 :  "The  Central  Committee  shall  further 
carry  on  the  special  communication  which  without  its  sug- 
gestion has  been  .sought  by  the  Reformed  Church  of  the 
United  States,  because  it  is  the  object  to  open  anew  old  re- 
lations as  mother  church  with  the  daughter  church  and  to 
utilize  them  practically  for  mutual  gain." 

This  resolution  which  is  recommended  to  the  special  atten- 
tion of  General  Synod  contains  the  main  result  of  our  cor 
respondence  thus  far.  This  result  may  seem  somewhat 
trifling,  still  some  relations  to  the  Swiss  Society  are  in  fact 
realized.  More  definite  results  can  be  reached  by  a  contin- 
ued correspondence.  That  we  become  acquainted  with  each 
other,  although  at  first  only  by  letter,  is  an  element  of  our 
correspondence  which  ought  not  to  be  under-estimated. 

A  more  practical  result  of  our  mutual  relations  could  be 
reached  by  a  letter  of  Prof  Dr.  C,  von  Orelli,  in  case  the 
General  Synod  should  be  willing  to  take  notice  of  this.  The 
subject  is  a  Reformed  Church  in  the  city  of  Lucerne  which 
for  so  long  a  time  was  altogether  Catholic.  I  send  this  com- 
munication of  the  professor  for  information  to  the  honorable 
General  Synod,  in  case  such  a  information  is  desired. 

With  regard  to  a  representative  of  our  church  in  Switzer- 
land and  the  sending  of  cards  of  information  in  the  interest 
of  our  Harbor  Mission,  which  is  referred  to  on  pp.  18  and  19 
of  the  printed  report  of  the  Swiss  Evangelical  Church  Society, 
held  in  the  year  1891,  at  Olten,  I  would  state  that  they  were 
at  first  only  the  thoughts  and  the  actions  of  your  committee. 
May  the  kind  God  of  our  covenant  lead  the  venerable  synod 
in  this  holy  undertaking  of  his  kingdom. 

The  president  of  the  Swiss  Society  sends  his  greetings  to 
our  sister  church  and  recommends  her  heartily  to  the  Lord 
and  head  of  all.  Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  KUELLING. 

With  reference  to  the  preceding  reports  and    the  resolu- 
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tions  of  the  venerable  bodies,  with  which  we  have  opened 
communications,  your  committee  takes  the  Hberty  to  lay  the 
following  resolutions  before  the  General  Synod  for  adoption. 

First.  The  General  Synod  expresses  its  brotherl}- 
thanks  to  the  "Reformed  Alliance"  in  Germany,  to  the 
"Reformed  Synod"  of  Hanover  and  to  the  "Swiss  Evangel- 
ical Church  Society"  for  the  hearty  response  in  entering  into 
more  intimate  communication,  and  invokes  upon  them  the 
richest  blessing  of  God  in  their  work  for  the  Reformed 
Church. 

Second.  Since  the  Reformed  Alliance,  as  well  as  the  Re- 
formed Synod  of  Hanover  have  passed  resolutions  concerning 
the  Harbor  Mission,  we  believe  that  a  rich  field  of  common 
labor  is  there  opened  to  us  if  in  the  German  seaports  of 
Bremen  and  Hamburg  a  Harbor  missionary  could  be  stationed, 
who  in  connection  with  our  Harbor  missionar)-  in  New  York, 
would  work  in  the  interest  of  our  church.  We  request  the 
honorable  General  Synod  to  take  this  matter  in  consideration 
and  give  further  instructions  to  your  committee. 

Third.  The  Reformed  Alliance  and  the  Reformed  Synod 
of  Hanover  passed  resolutions  concerning  young  men  willing 
and  able  to  devote  themselves  to  the  ministry  in  America, 
and  appointed  committees  to  examine  such  young  men  and 
recommend  them  to  us.  In  this  way  many  sad  experiences 
will  be  avoided,  which  we  often  have  had  with  unknown 
young  men.  We  recommend  to  General  Synod  to  pass  such 
a  resolution  by  which  the  recommended  young  men  are  re- 
ferred to  your  Corresponding  Committee  which  is  authorized 
t(5  negotiate  with  the  presidents  of  our  institutions  for  their 
reception. 

Fourth.  We  invoke  God's  richest  blessings  upon  the  Ger- 
man Huguenot  Society  and  the  student's  convict  in  Halle, 
also  upon  the  noble  endeavors  of  Rev.  Hapke  in  Berlin. 
We  wish  them  God's  assistance  and  strength  for  their  further 
existence.  Our  correspondent  is  instructed  to  communicate 
to  these  institutions  our  warmest  interest  and  to  send  them 
the  transactions  of  our  General  Synod. 

Fifth.  We  request  General  Synod  to  put  twent\-  copies 
of  the  transactions  in  the  German  language  into  the  hands 
of  your  Corresponding  Committee  for  the  purposes  of  the 
correspondence. 

Sixth.      We  instruct  the  Corresponding  Committee  to  carr)' 
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on  further  communications  with  Reformed  bodies  and  request 
the  same  at  least  every  half  a  year  to  write  a  report  about 
their  activity  for  the  church  papers  of  our  church. 

Seventh.  We  leave  it  to  General  Synod  either  to  appoint 
a  new  Corresponding  Committee  or  to  retain  the  old  one  for 
the  further  continuance  of  the  correspondence. 

Eighth.  The  expenditures  of  your  correspondents  for 
printing,  postage,  etc.,  amount  to  JS9.69.  (The  printing  of 
20,000  cards  of  information  in  the  interest  of  the  Harbor 
Mission  for  distribution  among  the  congregations  in  Germany 
and  Switzerland  was  paid  by  the  committee  itself) 

Ninth.  We  request  the  editors  of  our  church  papers  to 
send  copies  of  them  free  of  charge  to  the  presidents  of  the 
Corresponding  Committees:  Rev.  Brands  in  Stapelmoor,  Ost 
Friesland;  Rev.  Angener  in  Anrich,  Hanover;  Prof.  Von 
Orelli  in  Basle,  Switzerland;  Dr. 'ToUin  in  Magdeburg;  Dr. 
Goebel  in  Halle  and  Rev.  Hapke  in  Berlin,  and  Rev.  H. 
Calaminus. 

TentJi.  We  recommend  to  all  congregations  here  as  well 
as  in  foreign  lands  to  remember  one  another  in  mutual 
prayers.  Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  H.  C.  ROENTGEN. 
JOHN  KUELLING, 
JAMES  I.  GOOD, 

Committee. 

Postscript. — From  our  correspondence  and  other  com- 
munications from  Reformed  church  papers  the  undersignad 
has  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  especially  in  Berlin,  there  lives 
thousands  of  families  of  the  Reformed  confession  who  are 
without  congregation  and  guidance. 

If  General  Synod  could  see  the  way  clear,  we  would  rec- 
ommend to  General  Synod  to  open  a  mission  and  gather  a 
church  independent  from  the  state.  If  General  Synod  can- 
not agree  to  this  the  Corresponding  Committee  could  take 
the  matter  into  further  consideration  and  report  about  it  at 
the  next  meeting. 

If  General  Synod  is  willing  to  support  the  endeavors  in 
Magdeburg,  Halle,  Lucerne,  Berlin,  each  with  a  gift  of 
twenty-five  to  fifty  dollars,  it  would  no  doubt  be  thankfully 
accepted  and  receive  an  abundant  blessing. 

J.  H.  C.  ROENTGEN. 
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The  former  committee,  consisting"  of  Revs.  J.  H.  C. 
Roentgen,  D.  D.,  John  Kuelhng,  D.  D.,  and  James  I.  Good, 
D.  D.,  was  reappointed  w  itli  instructions  to  continue  and 
enlarge  the  correspondence  with  the  Reformed  Cluirch  on 
the  continent  of  Europe. 

2.      Report  of  the  Officers. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  the  General  Syn- 
od, during  Thursday  afternoon  session,  reported  in  item  5 
that  certain  instructions  were  given  to  the  officers  of  synod 
concerning  the  appointment  of  delegates  to  the  Reformed 
Alliance  of  Germany  or  other  Reformed  Synods  or  Associa- 
tions. In  response  to  the  statement  contained  in  said  report, 
the  following  report  was  received  and  adopted. 

It  is  hereby  reported  that  the  Committee  on  a  Closer  Union 
with  the  Reformed  Church  of  Germany  and  of  Switzerland 
expressed  no  desire  to  be  furnished  with  official  documents 
to  aid  them  in  furthering  the  object  of  their  mission,  with 
the  exception  that  the  chairman  asked  for  a  few  copies  of  the 
Minutes  of  the  General  Synod  of  1890,  which  were  at  once 
forwarded  to  him.  As  far  as  is  known  by  me,  no  delegates 
were  sent,  as  authorized  by  the  General  Synod,  to  the 
Reformed  Alliance  of  Germany,  or  to  any  other  Reformed 
Synods  or  Associations.  The  committee  appointed  to  act 
in  the  matter  of  said  union  will  doubtless  submit  a  report  and 
communicate  some  information  on  the  subject.  In  behalf  of 
the  officers  of  synod. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ISAAC   H.    RKITl^R,  Stah'd  Clerk. 


VII.        THE    .M.LIANCK    OF    Ki:i-OKMi:n    CHURCHES. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  (ieneral  Synod, 
during  Thursday  afternoon  session,  reported  in  item  6,  a) 
the  election  of  delegates  to  the  .Alliance  of  Reformed 
Churches,  and  b)  instructions  to  the  executive  officers  of 
synod  relative  to  filling  vacancies  in  .said  delegation. 
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Thereupon  the  following  reports  were  respectixely  pre- 
sented, and  they  were  adopted: 

I.      Repoit of  tJic  Delegates. 

To    the    General    Synod  of  the  Refonned  Chiiieh  in  the  United 

States: 

Dear  Brethren: — The  undersigned,  as  chairman  of  the 
delegation  to  the  Alliance,  and  by  appointment  of  the  West- 
ern Section,  beg  leave  to  respectfully  report  as  follows: 

The  following  delegates  were  present  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Alliance  in  Toronto,  Canada,  September  1892,  from  the 
Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States: 

Rev.  Thos.  G.  Apple,  D.  D.,  LL.  I).,    Lancaster,  Pa. 

Rev.  Edmund  R.   Eschbach,   I).    I) F'rederick,  Md. 

Rev.  Herman  J.  Ruetenik,   I).    I).,.    Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Rev.  James  I.  Good,  D.   D.,      Reading,  Pa. 

Rev.  E.  V.  Gerhart,  D.  D.,   LL.   I).,    Lancaster,  Pa. 

Rev.  Chas.  G.  Fisher,  I).   U.,   Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Rev.  John  H.  Sechler,  D.  D., Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Rev.  Henry  M.  Kieffer,  U.  D., Easton,  Pa. 

Rev.  Davici  Van  Home,  D.  D.,   Tiffin,  Ohio. 

Rev.  Samuel  G.  Wagner,  D.  D., .  .  .  AUentown,  Pa. 

Rev.  Jacob  O.  Miller,  D.  I) York,  Pa. 

Rev.  Cyrus  Cort,  D.  D. .    Greencastle,  Pa. 

Rev.  J.  H.  C.  Roentgen,  D.  D.,   Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Rev.  John  H.  Prugh   Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Rev.  Edwin  Clark  Hibshman, Collegeville,  Pa. 

Rev.  Calvin  Uerr,   Spring  City,  Pa. 

Rev.  John  A.  Peters,  D.  D Tiffin,  Ohio. 

Rev.  John  A.  Hoffheins,  D.  D., Martinsburg,  W.  V. 

Rev.  "Wm.  R.  Hofford,  D.  D., AUentown,  Pa. 

John  W.  Bickel,  E.sq.,    Norristown,  Pa. 

Christian  M.  Boush,  Esq.,    Meadville,  Pa. 

Robert  S.  Jamison,  Esq.,   Greensburg,  Pa. 

Benjamin  Kuhns,  Esq.,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Rev.  Dr.  D.  Van  Home,  of  Tiffin,  ().,  read  a  ver}-  able 
essay  on  "The  Characteristics  and  Mission  of  the  Reformed 
and  Presbyterian  Churches,"  and  Dr.  E.  R.  Eschbach,  of 
Frederick,  Md.,  delivered  an  excellent  address  on  "The 
Unemployed  Resources  of  our  Churches,"  and  Dr.  H.  J. 
Ruetenik,    read    an    elaborate    and   well-considered  paper  on 
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^'The  Work  of  our  Churches  among  the  European  Immi- 
grants." All  these  papers  reflected  credit  upon  our  Reform- 
ed Church.  Other  delegates  from  our  church  took  part  in 
the  discussions  of  the  body,  and  as  members  of  committees, 
and  in  other  ways  represented  our  Reformed  Church  with 
marked  ability. 

The  sessions  of  the  Alliance  were  throughout  of  a  highly 
interesting  character.  The  subject  of  Foreign  Missions 
received  more  than  usual  attention.  The  addresses  of  foreign 
missionaries  were  received  with  marked  interest  by  the 
Alliance  and  the  large  attendance  of  the  church  people  of 
Toronto,  especially  those  delivered  b}'  the  venerable  Dr. 
Paton,  from  the  New  Hebrides.  Altogether  the  meeting 
gave  evidence  that  the  Alliance  has  been  growing  in  interest, 
and  has  accomplished  much  good,  especially  in  the  encour- 
agement and  support  it  is  giving  to  the  weaker  branches  of 
the  Reformed  Church  throughout  the  world. 

The  General  Synod  at  Lebanon  sent  up  an  overture  to 
the  Alliance  on  co-operation  in  Home  Mission  Work,  and 
the  Alliance  in  response  adopted  a  resolution  appointing  a 
committee  "to  correspond  with  the  several  boards  or  com- 
mittees on  home  missions  connected  with  the  churclfes  in  the 
United  States,  with  the  view  of  arriving  at  some  mutually 
agreeable  plan  of  unification,  of  interest  and  resources,  and 
to  report  to  the  council  of  1896  as  to  what  has  been  at- 
tempted and  what  has  been  accomplished."  This  action  was 
referred  to  the  Western  Section  of  the  l^xecutive  Commission 
for  consideration,  and  for  such  action  as  the  section  ma}-  see 
fit  to  adopt. 

It  seems  that  1d\-  some  misunderstanding  or  oversight  at 
the  last  meeting  of  this  General  Synod  at  Lebanon.  Pa.,  an 
apportionment  was  made  for  the  contingent  expense  from  our 
church  for  only  one  year,  instead  of  the  four  years  interven- 
ing between  the  meetings  of  the  Alliance.  Our  treasurer, 
Mr.  Christian  Ci.  (iross,  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Alliance, 
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Geo.  Jenkins,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia,  $390,  leaving  $i,ijo 
due  for  the  remaining  three  years  prior  to  the  meeting  at 
Toronto.  If  the  assessment  for  the  four  years,  1892— 1896 
is  the  same  as  for  the  previous  four  years,  viz:  $1,560,  our 
assessment  would  now  amount  to  $2,730,  payable  during 
the  next  four  years  at  $682.50  per  year.  This  is  a  heavy 
tax,  nearly  double  what  it  would  be  if  the  last  apportion- 
ment had  been  correctly  made  and  paid.  It  is  stated  that 
the  sum  of  $2,500  is  the  amount  required  yearly  from  the 
\l'estern  section,  and  our  portion  is  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  delegates  we  are  allowed  to  send.  The  treasurer, 
Mr.  Jenkins,  is  at  present  in  Europe,  and  I  could  not  get 
from  him  a  statement  of  the  account  of  our  church,  but  in 
examining  the  number  of  delegates  of  the  western  section,  I 
find  that  at  the  meeting  in  London  it  was  155,  whilst  at 
Toronto  it  was  188.  Accordingly  our  quota  for  the  next 
four  years  would  be  only  $321  a  year,  whereas  for  the  pre- 
ceding four  year§  it  was  $390.  At  this  rate  our  whole 
assessment  for  the  debt  $1, 170  due  at  Toronto,  and  $1,284 
for  the  next  four  years,  would  be  $2,454. 

If  the  synod  sees  proper  to  a.ssess  this  amount  it  would 
require  the  sum  of  $613.50  annually  for  the  next  four  years, 
or  more  exactly  for  the  four  years  intervening  between  Sep- 
tember 1892,  and  September  1896. 

In  examining  the  matter  I  find  that  the  proportion  based 
on  membership  for  our  church  would  be  considerably  less, 
viz:  about  $320  a  year.  As  this  contribution  is  voluntar}', 
and  ac,cording  to  the  report  of  the  treasurer  there  are  still 
some  funds  in  the  treasury  over  and  above  the  expenses,  it 
might  be  considered  whether  this  synod  should  not  assess  a 
less  sum,  (say  $1,000.)  and  reduce  the  delegation  to  20  in- 
stead of  24  as  it  has  been  heretofore. 

As  the  precise  date  for  the  next  meeting  in  Gla.sgow, 
Scotland,  in  1896,  is  not  yet  fixed,  perhaps  it  would  be  well 
for  this  synod  to  elect  its  delegates  at  the  present  meeting, 
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so  that  they  may  have  time  to  make  their  preparations  for  a 
trip  across  the  Atlantic.  It  might  happen  that  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Alhance  may  take  place  within  a  few  weeks 
after  the  next  meeting  of  this  General  Synod,  and  that  would 
be  too  short  a  time  for  the  delegates  to  make  their  arrange- 
ments to  attend.  In  consideration  of  the  tendencies  towards 
church  unification,  that  seem  to  be  growing  in  all  the 
churches,  it  would  seem  proper  for  our  Reformed  Church  to 
continue  its  membership  in  the  Alliance,  in  hope  that  still 
greater  results  may  be  reached  in  this  direction.  We  trust, 
therefore,  that  the  synod  will  make  provision  for  our  church 
being  represented  in  the  meeting  of  the  Alliance  that  •  is  to 
be  held  in  the  summer  or  autumn  of  1896. 
Respectfull)'  submitted, 

THOS.    G.    APPLE,    Chairman. 

2.      Report  of  tJic  Exiiutivc  Officers. 

In  compliance  with  the  requirement  in  b)  as  aforesaid,  the 
following  report  was  received  and  adopted: 

The  executive  officers  of  the  General  Synod  were  author- 
ized in  1890  to  fill  vacancies  that  might  occur  in  our  repre- 
sentation to  the  Fifth  General  Council  of  the  Alliance  of 
Reformed  Churches  holding  the  Presbyterian  System,  which 
was  to  convene  in  Toronto,  Canada,  September  21,  1892, 
and  having  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them  they  would 
hereby  report: 

That,  in  view  of  declinations,  the  following  persons  were 
appointed  as  representatives  to  fill  vacancies,  viz:  Revs. 
Cyrus  Cort,  D.  D.,' John  A.  Peters,  D.  D.,  J.  H.  C.  Roent- 
gen, D.  D. ,  Emanuel  V.  Gerhart,  D.  D.,  Jairus  P.  Moore. 
D.  D.,  John  A.  Hoffheins,  D.  D.,  and  Elder  Robert  S. 
Jamison,  and  they  were  furnished  with  the  necessary  creden- 
tials. In  behalf  of  the  executive  officers, 
Respectfully  submitted, 

ISAAC  H.  REITER.  Stated  Clerk. 
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vii).      Election  of  Delegates  to  Alliance  of  Reformed 
Churches  in   1896. 

Rev.  Thomas  G.  Apple,  D.  D.  Rev.  Henry  Mosser,  D.  D. 

"     Allen  R.  Bartholomew.  "     John  A.  Peters,  D.  D. 

"     Samuel  R.  Bridenbaugh.  "     John  H.  Prugh,  I).  D. 

"     Jacob  Dahlman,  D.  D.  "     William  Rupp,  D.  D. 
"     Edmnnd  R.  Eschbach,  D.  D.         "     John  S.  Stahr,  D.  D. 

"     Calvin  S.  Gerhard,  D.  D.  "     John  I.  Swander,  D.  D. 

"     Emanuel  V.  Gerhart,  D.  D.  "     David  \'an  Home,  D.  D. 

"     James  I.  Good,  D.  D.  Elder  Horace  Ankeney. 

"     Lewis  H.  Kefauver,  D.  D.  "       William  R.  Barnhart. 

"     Harry  M.  Kieffer,  D.  D.  "       Jacob  Y.  Deitz. 

"     J.  Spangler  Kieffer,  D.  D.  "       Henry  M.  Housekeeper. 

"     John  J.  Leberman,  D.  D.  "       John  B.  Kieffer,  Ph.  D. 

".    Jacob  O.  Miller,  D.  D.  "      Daniel  Miller. 


On  motion, 

Resoh'cd,  That  the  Executive  Officers  of  General  Synod  be 
authorized  to  fill  any  vacancies  that  may  occur  in  our  repre- 
sentation to  the  sixth  General  Council  of  the  Alliance  of 
Reformed  Churches  holding  the  Presbyterian  System,  to  be 
held  in  Glasgow,  Scotland,  in  1896. 


IX.        PLAN    OF    federation    AND    CONSENSUS    CREED. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures,  during  Thursday 
afternoon  session,  reported  in  item  3  that  a  paper  received 
suggested  a  "Plan  of  Federation"  prepared  by  a  Joint  Com- 
mittee of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church, 
the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America,  the 
General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
the  Associate  Reformed  Synod  of  the  South,  looking  to  the 
organization  of  a  Federal  Union  between  the  Reformed 
Churches  in  the  United  States  holding  to  the  Presbyterian 
System;  and  containing  a  request  that  a  committee  for  such 
purpose  be  appointed  by  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States. 
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The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  General  Synod, 
convened  in  special  session  at  Philadelphia  in  June,  1891, 
(Minutes,  page  23),  reported  in  item  25  that  a  committee 
had  been  then  appointed  on  a  Consensus  Creed,  but  it 
appeared  that  no  action  had  been  taken  in  the  matter. 

The  subject  matter  of  these  two  items,  relating  to  a  pro- 
posed ''Plan  of  Fideratio/i"  of  the  Reformed  Churches  in  the 
United  States,  and  to  the  preparation  of  a  Consensus  Cncd, 
was  referred  to  the  special  committee  appointed  at  the  special 
meeting  of  synod  in  1891,  and  thus  continued  to  report  on 
the  aforesaid  subjects  to  the  General  Synod  at  its  triennial 
meeting  in  1896. 

The  committee  consists  of 
Rev.  Thomas  G.  Apple,  D.  I).  Rev.  Herman  A.  Muehlmeiei,  1).  I). 

"     David  Van  Home,  D.  D.  "     John  M.  Titzel,  I).  1). 

"     James  1.  Good,  D.  U.  "     Emanuel  \'.  Cierhart,  I).  1). 

Elder  Goldsboro  .S.  Griffith. 


Fraternal  Gn'iii?i^s. 

During  the  morning  session  on  I^'riclay  the  following 
resolution  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  this  General  Synod,  through  the  president, 
send  by  telegram  our  Christian  and  fraternal  greetings  to  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  now  in  session 
in  Washington,  D.  C,  and  we  call  attention  to  2  Cor.  i:  2, 
as  expressing  our  prayer  in  behalf  of  its  commissioners  and 
the  communion  they  represent. 


Durnig    f'rida}'  afternoon   session   the   following    telegram 
was  received  by  the  General  Synod: 

"Bktiilkhkm,  Pa.,  May  26,   1893. 
The   Moravian  Synod  now   in   session   here  sends  you   its 
hearty  greetings;   one  is  our   Master,  even  Christ,  and  all  wc 
arc  brethren.  (Signed), 

11.  T.   H.ACH MAX.   Pres/den/." 
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On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  Synod  be  instructed  cor- 
dially to  reciprocate  in  appropriate  terms  the  Christian 
greeting  of  the  Synod  of  the  Moravian  Church. 

According  to  instruction  the  following  telegram  was  sent 
to  said  synod: 

"Reading,  Pa.,  May  26,  1893. 
The  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States  cordially  reciprocates  the  kind  greeting  of  your  synod, 
and  prays  that  the  bonds  of  our  Christian  Union  may  be 
cemented  and  strengthened  in  fulfillment  of  our  Lord's  prayer 
that  'we  all  may  be  one.' 

THOMAS  G.  APPLE,  President r 
To  President  H.  T.  Bachman. 


Centeivnal  Celebration. 
The  Standing  Committee  on  Ov^ertures,  during  P'riday 
morning  session,  reported  in  item  2  that  a  paper  was 
received  from  a  Joint  Committee  of  the  Eastern,  Ohio,  Pitts- 
burgh and  Potomac  Synods,  having  reference-  to  the  centen- 
nial of  the  autonomy  of  our  church  in  this  country,  which  ci) 
requests  the  General  Synod  to  hold  a  commemorative  service 
during  its  present  meeting;  and  b)  to  authorize  a  convention 
of  the  Reformed  Church  in  Chicago  in  connection  with  the 
Religious  Congress  of  the  World's  Columbian  Exposition  oh 
the  2 1st  of  September,  1893,  and  recommends  a  programme 
of  subjects  and  speakers  for  that  occasion. 

With  respect  to  sub-item  a)  it  was,  on  motion, 
Resolved,  That  that  part  of  the  report  on  the  centennial 
celebration,  which  has  reference  to  the  observance  of  the 
event  by  the  General  Synod  during  its  present  sessions,  be 
and  is  hereby  approved,  and  that  a  programme  therefor  be 
arranged  by  and  under  the  direction  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Religious  Services.  [See  at  end  of  report  of  this 
couuinttee. ) 
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And  respecting  sub-item  b),  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  matter  of  the  Centennial  Convention  at 
Chicago  be  referred  to  a  special  committee  to  report  some 
action  in  regard  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Joint  Centen- 
nial Committee  of  the  Kastern,  Ohio,  I^ittsburgh  and  Poto- 
mac Synods. 

The  committee  consists  of  Re\s.  Drs.  Da\id  I'",.  Klopp, 
John  A.  Hoffheins,  William  A.  Hale,  Klders  hVceland  G. 
Hobson  and  Daniel  Miller. 

This  committee,  during  the  afternoon  session  on  the 
eighth  day  of  the  sessions,  submitted  the  following  report, 
which  was  received  and  adopted. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  sub-item  /;)  of  item  2 
in  the  report  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures,  based 
on  a  paper  of  the  Joint  Centennial  Committee  of  the  Kastern, 
Ohio,  Pittsburgh  and  Potomac  Synods,  would  hereby  rec- 
ommend: that  this  General  Sjnod  authorizes  said  joint  com- 
mittee to  arrange  according  to  the  plan  laid  down  for  a 
convention  at  Chicago,  provided  no  expense  for  such  con- 
vention shall  fall  to  the  treasur}'  of  the  General  S)'nod. 
Respectfulh'  submitted, 

DAVID  E.  KLOPP,  Chainnan. 


The  following  action  relating  to  the  Sunday  opening  ques- 
tion at  the  Columbian  Kxposition  at  Chicago  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church 
in  the  United  States,  now  assembled  in  Reading,  Penns)-1- 
vania,  deeply  regrets  to  learn  that  the  authorities  of  the 
Columbian  Exposition  at  Chicago,  Illinois,  have  determined 
to  open  the  gates  of  the  World's  Eair  on  the  Lord's  Day. 

Resolved,  That  we  protest  against  this  action  as  a  violation 
of  the  Christian  sentiment  of  the  American  people  and  of  the 
congressional  legislation  granting  large  financial  aid,  provided 
the  exposition  was  kept  closed  on  the  Lord's  Day. 
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Resolved,  That  we  heartily  approve  of  the  action  of  the 
United  States  Government  in  its  efforts  to  prevent,  by  legal 
measures,  the  proposed  violation  of  the  law  of  God  and  the 
law  of  the  land. 

Rcsoh'cd,  That  a  copy  of  this  action  be  sent  to  the  Attorney 
General  of  the  United  States. 

Also  this  additional   resolution  was  subsequently  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  this  General  Synod  can  not  see  its  v»ay 
clear  to  take  part  in  the  Religious  Congress  to  be  held  in, 
connection  with  the  Columbian  Exposition  in  Chicago  during 
September,  1893,  providing  the  doors  of  the  said  exposition 
are  opened  on  the  Lord's  Day. 


The  Memorial  Medal  Approved. 
The  following  action  was  adopted  by  the  General  Synod: 
Whereas,  The  committee  appointed  to  devise  means  for 
the  befitting  celebration  of  the  centennial  of  the   Reformed 
Church   in   the    United   States,    have  caused   to   be  struck   a. 
beautiful  memorial  medal,  in  britannia  and  bronze,  the  profits 
arising  from  the  distribution  and  sale  of  which  are  to  be  paid 
into  the  treasury  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions;   therefore. 
Resolved,  That  this  General  Synod  heartily  approves  and 
commends  the  provision  of  this  memorial  of  the  past  history 
of  our  church,  and  earnestly  commends   it  to   the  favorable 
reception  of  our  ministers  and  members,  and  cordially  recom- 
mends and   requests  that  our  pastors  and  church  officers  give 
its  wide  distribution  their  dilliijent  and  industrious  effort. 


Memorial  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Holland. 

The  Schuylkill  Classis,  as  reported  during  Friday  morning 
session  by  the  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures  in  Item  i, 
overtured  the  General  Synod  to  prepare  and  present  to  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam  in  Holland  a  suitable  memorial,  ex- 
pressing to  them   the  gratitude  of  the    Reformed  Church  in 
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the  United  States  for  tlie  unbounded  sympathy  and  care  be- 
stowed in  the  time  of  our  need,  and  extending  to  them  our 
Christian  greeting  and  invoking  the  divine  blessing  upon 
their  labors. 

On  motion, 

Ri'sohed,  That  the  officers  of  the  General  Synod  be  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  procure  and  forward  such  memorial 
to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  in  Holland,  with  the  Christian 
greetings  of  the  General  Synod  as  the  Supreme  Judicatory 
of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 


MoiniDunt  to  he  Erected  to  Rev.  MicJiael  Schlatter. 

On  motion,  the  following  action  was  adopted  by  the  Gen- 
eral Synod: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  nine  be  appointed  to  pro- 
vide means  for  the  erection  of  a  suitable  monument  in  Frank- 
lin Square,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  in  memory  of  Rev. 
Michael  Schlatter,  who  through  his  pioneer  and  extensive 
missionary  labors  accomplished  a  great  work  for  the  Re- 
formed Church  in  the  United  States. 

The  committee  on  the  Schlatter  Memorial  consists  of  Revs. 
Calvin  U.  Heilman,  Dr.  Geo.  W.  Williard,  Dr.  P.manuel 
V.  Gerhart,  Dr.  Benjamin  Bausman,  Dr.  John  H.  Stepler, 
Dr.  William  A.  Hale;  Elders  Jacob  Y.  Dietz,  George  M. 
PLhrlen  and  Henry  M.  Housekeeper. 


ARTICLE  XH. 

STATE  OF  THE  CHURCH. 

The  Standing  Committee  .on  the  State  of  the  Church,  dur- 
ing the  evening  session  of  the  last  day  of  the  sessions,  sub- 
mitted their  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted,  and  is 
as  follows: 
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To  the  Geiieral  Synod  of  the  Refonited  CJnircJi  in  the  United 

States: 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren: — The  present  meeting  of 
the  General  Synod  derives  a  special  significance  from  the 
circumstance  that  it  coincides  with  the  one  hundredth  ann 
versary  of  the  separate  and  independent  existence  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  in  the  United  States.  It  is  hardly  possible 
in  these  circumstances  to  consider  the  state  of  the  church 
with  reference  to  the  progress  made  during  the  past  three 
years  without  some  reference  to  its  condition  in  view  of  the 
progress  made  within  the  century  now  coming  to  a  close. 
When  in  the  year  1793,  the  synod  was  organized  from  which 
all  the  subsequent  growth  of  our  church  has  been  evolved, 
the  Reformed  Church  in  this  country  was  a  small  and  feeble 
body.  Nor  was  there  for  many  years  any  considerable 
degree  of  improvement  in  its  condition.  Indeed,  the  disso- 
lution of  the  bond  of  union  with  the  church  of  Holland  was 
not  unattended  by  certain  disadvantages  and  it  may  be  ques- 
tioned whether,  for  some  years  after  this  act,  the  affairs  of 
the  church  were  not  less  prosperous  than  before.  The  coe- 
tus,  when  it  affirmed  its  right  to  license  and  ordain  all  candi 
dates  for  the  ministry,  without  asking  or  waiting  for  the  per- 
mission of  the  fathers  in  Holland,  neglected  to  adopt  any 
systematic  measures  for  the  securing,  or  to  found  any  suitable 
institutions  for  the  training  of  such  candidates  for  the' minis- 
try, and  the  church  suffered  for  many  years  the  injurious 
consequences  of  this  omission.  Chiefly  for  this  reason,  there 
is  a  period  in  this  past  century  of  our  church's  history,  which 
it  is  possible  to  distinguish  as  a  period  of  comparative  retro- 
gression and  decline. 

There  came,  however,  those  times  of  restitution,  those 
days  of  quickening,  which  will  not  be  wanting  in  any  genuine 
process  of  development  and  growth.  Even  in  those  years 
of  which  we  have  spoken,  in  which  ground  was  lost,  much 
hard  and  faithful  work  was  done,  and  the  presence  of 
God's  Holy  Spirit  was  not  wanting  to  the  church,  and  His 
blessing  rested  upon  the  laborious  endeavors  of  the  pastors 
of  that  day  to  preserve  and  strengthen  the  things  which 
remained.  But,  from  the  time  when  the  church,  being  roused 
to  a  sense  of  her  situation,  began  by  taking  active  measures 
towards  the  establishment  of  a  Theological  Seminary,  to 
provide  which   ought  to  have   been  provided  at  the  time  of 
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tlie  dissolution,  there  began  that  sound  and  steady  progress 
which  has  continued  without  interruption  until  the  present 
time. 

Looking  backward,  now,  upon  that  process  of  growth  by 
which  the  church  has  become  what  it  now  is,  it  is  impossible 
not  to  perceive  that  the  process  bears  all  the  marks  of  a  gen- 
uine development. 

It  has  been  characterized  by  continuity.  There  has  been 
no  breach  of  succession,  there  has  been  nothing  that  could 
properly  be  called  a  deviation  or  departure.  The  new  has 
continually  grown  out  of  the  old,  and  has  appeared  as  its 
legitimate  product.  We  have  maintained  unbroken  connec- 
tion with  our  beginning  and  with  the  things  of  our  past  his- 
tor\'.  When  we  look  backward  and  trace  the  course  by 
w  hich  we  have  come  hither,  we  find  that  there  has  been  no 
violation  of  order,  no  solution  of  continuity,  but  that  the 
present  is,  in  all  respects,  the  legitimate  offspring  of  the  past. 
Our  original  heritage  is  our  heritage  still.  We  still  hold  fast 
to  the  ancient  things,  the  "everlasting  possessions";  to  the 
unchangeable  and  impregnated  W'ord  of  God, — not  to  any 
narrow  theory  of  God's  W'ord,  but  to  God's  W^ord;  to  the 
Apostles'  Creed,  never  held  in  greater  honor  among  us  than 
at  the  present  time;  to  the  Heidelberg  Catechism,  at  no 
time  in  the  three  hundred  and  thirty  }'ears  of  its  history  more 
vigorous  and  influential  than  now;  to  whatever  was  most  ex- 
cellent and  fittest  to  survive  in  the  ways  and  customs  of  our 
Christian  forefathers.  Thus  are  we  linked  to  the  past;  thus 
do  we  carry  with  us  still  the  things  pertaining  to  our  begin- 
ning; thus  is  our  progress  shown  to  be  the  result  of  a  gen- 
uine and  true  process  of  development. 

This  process,  again,  has  been  characterized  by  that  co- 
operation of  two  opposites,  and  often  seemingly  antagonistic 
and  conflicting  tendencies  or  forces  by  which  only  real  devel- 
opment is  attended.  This  is  our  mark  of  a  true  development, 
that  it  is  brought  about  by  two  opposite  forces,  seeming  at 
times  to  exclude  and  repudiate  each  other,  but  really  work- 
ing together  to  bring  about  the  final  result,  and  resolving 
themselves  finally  into  unity,  harmony  and  peace.  View  has 
opposed  view;  tendency  has  struggled  with  tendency;  theory 
has  been  arrayed  against  theory.  Controversy  there  has 
been  threatening  at  times  to  do  evil,  and  no  doubt  at  times 
actually  doing  evil,  but  overruled,  in  the  goodness  and  mercy 
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of  God,  for  the  deepening  of  the  rehgious  Hfe  of  the  church, 
for  our  instruction  in  the  high  and  sacred  art  of  "keeping  the 
unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace."  We  have  learn- 
ed that  the  spirit  a  man  is  of,  is  of  more  consequence  than 
the  theory  which  he  holds;  that  religion  is  larger  and  more 
important  than  philosophy  or  theology;  that,  of  all  things 
belonging  to  Christian  life  and  character,  yea,  of  all  things 
whatsoever,  the  greatest  is  love. 

Of  what  growth  external  there  has  been  characteristic  that 
if  slow,  it  has  been  sure.  What  has  been  gained  has  been 
held.  The  foundations  that  have  been  laid  are  solid  and 
strong;  they  are  capable  of  sustaining  a  large  and  enduring 
superstructure. 

What  growth  internal  there  has  been,  has  been  equally 
sound  in  character.  It  has  been  characteristic  of  it  that  it 
has  been  steadily  in  one  direction.  The  direction  in  which 
progress  is  made  is  the  chiefly  important  thing  about  it;  the 
length  of  the  step  matters  less  than  the  direction  in  which  it 
taken.  Theologically,  there  has  been  in  the  church  for  many 
years  a  steady  gravitation  towards  the  Person  of  Christ,  as 
the  center  of  all  thinking  and  knowing,  the  object  of  all  be- 
lieving and  loving,  the  one  true  principle  of  all  theological 
science.  More  and  more  it  has  been  realized  that  this  Per- 
son is  the  solution  of  all  questions,  that  He  Himself  is  the 
substance  of  Christianity,  and  that  this  divine-human  life  is 
the  only  source  of  salvation  for  mankind.  Surely  it  may 
reassure  us  and  inspire  us  with  confidence  to  recognize  the 
fact  that  the  constant  tendency  has  been  to  exalt  the  Person 
of  Jesus  Christ,  the  incarnate  Son  of  God,  to  put  honor  upon 
the  name  of  Him  whose  name  is  above  every  name. 

As  regards  the  practical  religious  life,  the  tendency  which 
has  prevailed  over  all  others  has  been  towards  tolerance, 
brotherly  kindness,  unity,  peace  and  greater  activity  in  the 
work  of  extending  Christ's  kingdom  at  home  and  abroad. 

We  may  well  be  profoundly  thankful  to  God  for  the 
growth  of  our  church  during  the  past  one  hundred  years. 
The  one  synod  of  1793  has  grown  into  eight;  the  number  of 
ministers  has  increased  from  twenty-two  to  over  nine 
hundred;  the  handful  of  members  has  become  a  mul- 
titude of  more  than  two  hundred  thousand.  We  rejoice  in 
this;  but  we  remember  that  it  is  not  numbers,  but  faith  and 
life  that    constitute    the  Church  of   Christ,  and   that  it  is  not 
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merely  increase  in  numbers,  but  also  and  especially  increase 
in  spirituality  and  dev^otion,  by  which  the  prosperity  of  the 
church  is  to  be  measured.  We  rejoice,  therefore  not  so 
much  that  in  the  course  of  time,  our  church  has  become  a 
not  inconsiderable  body  in  point  of  numbers,  but  rather,  that 
the  Spirit  of  God  has  evidently  been  with  us  and  that  the  bless- 
ing of  God  has  rested  upon  our  labors.  He  has  brought  us 
on  our  way;  He  has  guarded  and  preserved  us  in  perilous 
times;  He  has  delivered  us  out  of  distresses;  He  has  given  us 
large  opportunity  of  labor  and  service  for  the  kingdom  of 
the  Redeemer. 

The  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  would  seem  to 
be  in  a  better  condition  for  work  to-day  than  ever  before.  It 
is  stronger,  more  consolidated,  of  better  spirit,  of  better 
courage  and  hope.  It  stands  here,  a  genuine  thing,  brought 
forth  and  given  a  place,  in  the  providence  of  God,  among 
existing  things,  in  this  new  world.  What  there  is  of  it, 
such  as  it  is,  is  real.  There  has  been  no  pretense  about  it; 
may  there  never  be!  The  Reformed  Church  it  seems  to  us, 
has  always  been  more  than  it  has  seemed  to  be.  The  very 
genuineness  of  it  is  the  best  omen  for  its  future.  It  has 
come  up  out  of  manifold  struggles,  external  and  internal..  It 
has  had  hard  work  getting  ready  for  work.  It  is  ready  now; 
and  the  work  is  not  wanting.  May  the  God  who  has  so 
manifestly  been  with  her  during  all  these  years  of  training 
and  preparation,  continue  to  be  with  her  while  she  goes  forth 
to  do  the  work  which  He  has  given  her  to  do  and  prepared 
her  for  doing.  As  for  the  past  three  years,  our  work  has 
prospered.  The  number  of  persons  added  to  the  church  is 
53,397.  Making  all  deductions  for  deaths,  dismissions,  ex- 
communications, and  erasure  of  names  there  remains  a  net 
gain  of  16,005.  ^^ur  home  missionary  work  shows  growth 
in  all  respects;  the  door  is  opening  wide.  Our  foreign  mis- 
sionary work  likewise  prospers;  but  there  is  need  of  a  revival 
of  interest  and  enthusiasm  in  behalf  of  this  most  important 
department  of  our  activity.  There  are  signs  of  increased 
interest  in  regard  to  Sunday-school  work.  Our  institutions 
of  learning  are  flourishing,  and  are  beginning  to  appeal  more 
powerfully  to  the  intelligence,  the  affections  and  the  liberal- 
ity of  the  church.  There  is  about  to  be  erected,  for  our 
oldest  theological  seminary,  a  building  which  shall  be  worthy 
of  the  institution  and   its  history.      One  of  our  colleges  has 
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just  received  a  bequest  of  ^160,000,  which  may  well  be  hailed 
as  the  omen  of  a  new  and  illustrious  era  in  the  history  of  our 
institutions  of  learning. 

During  the  past  three  years,  forty-four  ministers  have  been 
called  from  among  us  by  death,  and  have  passed  from  the 
church  militant  to  the  church  triumphant.  At  the  head  of 
this  list  of  the  names  of  our  departed  brethren,  stands  the 
name  of  the  last  President  of  the  General  S}/nod,  the  Rev. 
Dr.  J.  H.  A.  Bomberger,  who  was  called  away  a  very  short 
time  after  the  last  meeting  of  this  synod,  being  in  the  74th 
year  of  his  age.  It  is  very  proper  that  in  this  report  we 
should  make  special  and  individual  mention  of  this  departed 
President  of  the  General  Synod  and  eminent  pastor,  teacher 
and  servant  of  God.  It  is  fit  that  we  should  here  express 
our  sense  of  his  devotion  to  Christ  and  this  church,  and  our 
grateful  appreciation  of  his  long  and  active  life  spent  in  the 
service  of  the  Reformed  Church  which  he  loved  with  no 
ordinary  love.  May  he  rest  in  peace,  in  the  everlasting  rest 
of  God!  We  make  grateful  mention,  also,  of  all  that  com- 
pany of  faithful  men  and  servants  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
whose  names  follow  his  in  this  interesting  and  touching  list 
of  our  departed  brethren.  They  rest  from  their  labors,  and 
their  works  do  follow  them.  We  rejoice,  that  though  they 
have  been  taken  away  from  us,  we  are  united  with  them 
still  in  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  May  all  of  us,  both  those 
who  already  are  gone  and  those  who  still  remain,  be  kept  in 
union  and  fellowship  with  Him  to  whom  it  is  our  only  com- 
fort in  life  and  death  that  we  belong,  till  both  they  and  we 
shall  reach  our  common  consummation  of  redemption  and 
bliss  in  the  glorious  resurrection  of  the  last  day. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

J.   SPANGLER  KIEFFER,    Chaumaii. 


On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  Chairman  of  the  Standing  Committee 
on  the  State  of  the  Church,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Stated 
Clerk  of  the  General  Synod  and  of  Prof   Joseph   H.  Dubbs, 
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D.  D.,  be  instructed  to  ascertain  as  accurately  as  possible 
the  total  membership  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States  in  1793,  and  that  the  number  be  recorded  in  the 
report  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 
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NECROLOGY. 

As  supplementary  to  the  preceding  report  on  the  State  of 
the  Church,  it  is  hereby  reported  that  the  following  named 
ministers  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States, 
arranged  in  alphabetical  order  by  the  Stated  Clerk,  hav^e  died 
during  the  triennial  interim  extending  from  June  5,  1890,  to 
May  24,   1893,  making  a  total  of  fort)--four,  viz: 


-a 

<iJ 
c 

1) 

^ 

c 

Residence. 


Time  of 
Death. 


^-    P 


Bomberger.D.  D.John  H.  A.,  18;» 

Brecht,  John  J 1853 

.  1876 

.  1851 

1850 


Crist,  John  .( 

Davis.  D.  D.,  Peter  S  . 

Derr,  ,(oshua  H  .   .    .   . 

Dieckmao,  D.  D.,  John  F.  H.,1859 

Dieffeubacher,  Diodorus  S.,  1873 

Esselborn.  Ottmar  G  .   .   .   .  1875 

Keete.  Daniel  1838 

Forwick,    Frederick   ....  1868 

Hauser,   John    C 1864 

HoHman,  Philip  P.  .V  .  .  .  1861 
Ingold,  D.   D.,  Jeremiah  .   .  1844 

•loerri.s,  Peter      18.i7 

Kemmerer,  D.  D.,  David  .   .  J827 

Kester,  Joseph 1865 

Kniest,  D.  I).,  John  B  .  .  .  1858 
Kreiner,  Leighton  G  .   .   .   .  1877 

Ivretzing,  John 1867 

Kueuzler,  Frederick  ....  1847 
Lantz,  D  D.,  Daniel  ....  1843 
Jjebermaii,    David  D  .   .   .   .  1864 

Long,  Philip  A      1858 

McCauley,  D.  D.,  Charles  F  .  1843 
Mease,  D.  D.,  tsamuel         .   .  1854 

Miller.  Michael  A 

Mueller.    Martin 1860 

Reilv,  Ph.  D.,  William  M  .   . 
Reiueeke,  D.  D.,  Edward  W.,  1848 

Reiter,  Cyrus  H 18.54 

Romeis,  ."(ohu 1864 

Romich,  Abraham 18.53 

Ruhl,  John  G 1847 

Shultz,   Charles   W  .   .   .       .  1830 

.Smith,  George  B 1884 

Smith,  Martin  A 1849 

Stuck,   John 18.59 

Tobias,  Daniel  ('  ...  1870 

Toeiismeier,  Augustus  .  .  .  18.V2 
Vaiidersloot.  Ferdinand  E  .  1830 

Wagner,  John   S      1878 

Wasnich.    Wendell      ....  1845 

Welty,  Elias 

Wolf,  Simon 1S70 


1838 
18.54 
1877 
1853 
18.50 
18.59 
1873 
1875 
1838 
1868 
1864 
1862 
1844 
1857 
1827 
1866 
1858 
1878 
1867 
1847 
1843 
1864 
18.58 
1843 
1855 

1860 
1864 
1848 
18.55 
1864 
1853 
1847 
1830 
1886 
18.50 
18.59 
1871 
1.S52 
1830 
1879 
1845 
1839 
1879 


Pa 


Collegeville,    Pa 
Sauk  City,  Wis  . 
Catasauqua,    Pa 
Wyoming.  O 
Bellevue,    O 
Buifalo,   N.    Y 
Danville,  Pa  . 
Loran,    111 
Norristown,    Pa 
Cleveland,  O 
Baltimore,  Md 
Reading,   Pa  . 
Hickory,  N.  C 
Poland,    Ind  . 
Wooster,  O  .   . 
Lykens,  O  .   . 
Philadelphia,  Pa 
Spring  City,   Pa 
Brodneadsville, 
Waukesha,    Wis 
Constantine,  Mich 
Meadville,    Pa 
Chambersburg,  Pa 
Reading,   Pa  .   .   . 
Lincoln,  Neb  .   . 
Liiidsev,  O  .   .   .   . 
Oberliri,  O  .   .   .   . 
Wyoming,  Del  .   . 
Nazareth,  Pa 
Markelsburg,  Pa  . 
Autigo,    Wis      .    . 
Philadelphia,  Pa  . 
Findlay,  O  .   .    .   . 
Camden,  N.  J  .   . 
Tannersville,  Pa  . 
Nazareth,  Pa 
Boundarv  C'ity,  Ind 
I.ititz,  Pa      .... 
Toledo,    O     .   .   . 
Herudon,  Va  . 
Glade.  Somerset  Co 
Pulaski,  O 
Baltimore,  Md  .   . 
McCounellsburg.  Pa 


.  1890, 
.  l,S9ll, 
.  1S90, 
.  1892, 
.  1891, 
.  1893, 
.  1893, 
.  1892, 
.  1890, 
.  1893, 
.  1890, 
.  1890, 
.  1893, 
.  1891, 
.  1893, 
.  1892, 
.  1890, 
.  1890, 
.  1892, 
.  1890, 

1891, 
.  1892, 
.  1891, 
.  1892, 
.  1892, 
.  1891, 
.  1893, 
.  1892, 
.  1891, 
.  1891, 
.  1891, 
.  1891, 
.  1892, 

1893, 
.  1893, 
.  1891, 
.  1891, 
.  1891, 
.  1893, 
.  1890, 
Pa.,  1891. 

1891, 

1890. 

1890, 


Aug.  19  , 
Sept.  27  . 
Dec.  16  . 
Aug.  9  . 
June  2(1  . 
Feb.  11  . 
Jan.  23  . 
Nov.  5  . 
Aug.  2  . 
Apr.  16  . 
Nov.  20  . 
June  28, 
Feb.  12  . 
Oct.  26  . 
May  6  . 
Jan.  3 . 
June  8  . 
Aug.  25  . 
Dec.  3  . 
June  26, 
May  1  . 
Jan.  2  . 
Apr.  8  . 
June  19, 
Aug.  17  . 
Dec.  10  . 
May  6  . 
Nov.  22  . 
May.  9  . 
Nov.  17  . 
Dec.  25  . 
Oct.  15  . 
Oct.  16  , 
Apr.  14  . 
Mar.  18  . 
Mar.  13  . 
May  6  . 
Jan.  12  . 
Mar.  14  . 
June  19, 
Apr.  28  . 
Aug.  18  . 
Sent.  4  . 
Dec.  23  . 


4 
3  18 
6  12 
10  7 
10    27 


9    27 
10    24 


8  27 

10  14 

5  20 

7  16 

1  2 

5  14 

5  4 

3  28 

3  4 


9  16 

1  5 
2 

7  14 

3  -ll 

9  7 

2  5 
2  11 

7  22 

8  29 
83      6  28 
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ARTICLK  XIII. 

MISSIONS— HOME  AND  FOREIGN. 

The  foUowinj^-  reports  on  the  subject  of  missions,  both 
home  and  foreign,  were  received  and  considered  by  the  Gen- 
eral Synod  during  its  present  sessions,  and  also  adopted: 

I.        HOME    MISSIONS TRIF.XNIAL    REPORTS. 

I.      Repoi't  of  General  Board  of  Home  Missions. 

[This  report  iuclurles  the  three  years  preceding  .\pril  I,  189.3.] 

To  the  (leiieral  Syjiod  of  the  Reformed  Chureh  in  the    United 

States : 

Fathers  and  Brethren  in  Christ: — With  a  deep  sense 
of  the  sacred  trust  committed  to  our  care,  as  well  as  with 
sincere  gratitude  to  our  Father  in  heaven  for  the  manifest 
tokens  of  the  continued  guidance  and  help  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
in  the  dishcarge  of  the  duties  involved  in  this  trust,  would 
your  Board  of  Home  Missions  render  an  account  of  its  stew- 
ardship during  the  past  three  years. 

In  connection  with  the  last  sessions  of  General  Synod  the 
Board  was  reorganized  June  4,  1890,  by  the  election  of  the 
usual  officers  and  the  appointment  of  an  F.xecutive  Com- 
mittee. The  board  has  held  three  annual  meetings,  while 
the  Executive  Committee  has  convened  regularly  in  quarterly 
.sessions. 

PLAN    OF    UNIFICATION    OF    HOME    MISSIONS. 

In  obedience  to  the  instructions  given  by  }'our  reverend 
bod)',  our  Executive  Committee  at  its  session  held  in  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.,  Jul}',  i.Sqo,  formulated  a  plan  for  the  more  prac- 
tical 'unification  of  the  home  mission  work  of  the  church, 
which  on  being  submitted  to  the  members  of  the  board 
received  their  endorsement  with  their  individual  signatures. 
The  te.xt  of  the  paper  reads  as  follows: 

Whereas,  General  Sn'uocI  has  constituted  its  Board  of 
Missions,  by  its  charter,  with  twelve  members  regardless  of 
an\-  ratio  from  the  District  Synods  themselves,  District  Sj'nods 
in  the  nature  of  the  case  can  only  be  represented  in  (ieneral 
Sxnod's  Board  in  their  advisory  capacit)-,  we  would  therefore 
recommend: 
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1.  The  continuance  in  each  District  Synod  of  a  board  as 
advisory  in  its  functions  to  the  General  Board. 

2.  The  General  Board  of  Home  Missions  shall  have 
supreme  control  and  management  of  all  the  home  mission 
interests  of  the  church,  subject  in  its  responsibility  to  the 
General  Synod  alone.  (See  Section  III.,  Article  70,  of  the 
Constitution.) 

3.  That  as  soon  as  the  German  Synods  of  the  church 
shall  transfer  their  missions  to  the  care  of  the  General  Board, 
two  members  of  the  board,  members  of  German  Synods, 
shall  be  added  to  the  Executive  Committee,  to  have  voice 
and  vote  in  said  committee. 

4.  All  funds  to  be  paid  through  the  district  treasurers, 
into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  the  General  Board. 

5.  A  mission,  in  the  strict  and  true  sense,  shall  be 
regarded  as  an  organization  of  Christian  people  in  a  locality 
where  the  Reformed  Church  has  hitherto  not  been  estab- 
lished, or,  if  established,  where  another  church  may  be  called 
for  and  needed.  Any  former  organization  of  the  Reformed 
Church  having  died  out,  or  a  former  effort  to  establish  the 
church  having  failed,  shall  not  be  regarded  as  a  barrier  to  the 
location  of  a  mission  in  any  locality,  if  in  the  judgment  of  the 
General  Board  a  mission  is  there  needed.  The  length  of 
time  when  a  congregation  shall  be  regarded  as  a  mission  shall 
be  determined  by  circumstances,  of  the  validity  of  which  the 
General  Board  shall  be  the  ultimate  judge. 

An  already  existing  congregation,  once  self-supporting, 
but  which  from  whatever  cause  has  become  unable  to  support 
its  own  pastor,  ordinarily  should  not  be  regarded  as  a  purely 
mission  interest. 

6.  The  creation  in  each  District  Synod  of  a  sustentation 
fund  for  the  help  of  weak  churches,  which  would  not  strictly 
come  under  the  Board  of  Missions.  All  congregations  once 
self-supporting,  but  which  can  no  longer  support  the  gospel 
ordinances  without  aid,  should  be  assisted  by  sustentation, 
not  by  mission  funds. 

7.  Each  synod,  through  its  board  or  the  classis,  shall 
have  the  exclusive  care  and  management  of  all  such  weak 
interests  not  purely  missionary  in  their  character,  within  their 
respective  territory,  and  shall  disburse  all  sustentation  funds. 
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8.  All  church-building  funds  which  have  been  raised  and 
continue  to  be  owned  by  District  Synods'  Board,  shall  be 
retained  and  managed  at  the  discretion  of  said  boards.  Any 
funds  of  this  character  obtained  from  District  Boards  by  the 
General  Board,  and  remaining  the  property  of  District 
Boards,  shall  be  held  simply  as  a  trust  or  loan.  Nothing, 
however,  shall  stand  in  the  way  of  any  District  Synod  direct- 
ing its  board  to  transfer  any  church  building  funds  to  the 
ownership  of  the  General  Board. 

9.  All  church-building  funds  raised  by  the  General  Board 
to  be  held  and  loaned  at  its  own  discretion. 

10.  A  German  secretary  or  superintendent  to  be  elected 
by  the  General  Board  as  soon  as  his  services  are  required 
(the  German  Di.strict  Synods  having  the  privilege  of  nomin- 
ating candidate-s)  for  work  among  the  Germans  exclusively, 
whose  salary  shall  be  provided  for  by  the  General  Board 
without  regard  to  the  source  from  which  the  funds  are 
derived,  said  secretary  or  superintendent  to  be  amenable  in 
all  things  to  the  General  Board. 

11.  Additional  English  secretaries  or  superintendents  to 
be  elected  by  the  General  Board  (the  English  District  Synods 
having  the  privilege  of  nominating  candidates)  as  soon  as  the 
necessities  of  the  work  demand  and  the  funds  will  allow  it. 

12.  The  General  Board  shall  render  a  condensed  state- 
ment or  report  of  the  work  to  each  District  Synod  at  every 
annual  meeting,  and  also  designate  to  each  synod  an  estimate 
of  its  pro  rata  apportionment  needed  for  carrying  forward  the 
home  mission  work,  as  also  for  church-building  funds  to  be 
held  and  managed  by  the  General  Board. 

13.  The  General  Board  in  the  establishment  of  new 
missions  in  the  West  shall  co-operate  with  the  home  mi.ssion 
department  of  the  Alliance  of  Reformed  Churches. 

14.  As  to  the  organization  of  new  missions  and  looking 
out  new  points,  in  our  judgment  this  feature  has  been  covered 
by  an  action  taken  by  the  board  at  a  session  held  in  Pitts- 
burg, Pa.,  March  26,  1889,  to  which  we  would  refer  the 
synods,  and  which  reads  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  Boards  of  District  Synods  and  Classes 
are  requested  to  refer  all  matters  in  regard  to  starting  new 
missions  within  their  bounds  to  this  board;  and  further,  open- 
ings that  may  come  under  their  observation  as  proper  fields 
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for  missionary  operations  for  our  church  should  be  reported 
to  the  General  Board,  which  shall  have  final  authority  in  the 
matter. 

15-  In  all  other  matters  missionaries  shall  stand  in  the 
same  relation  to  classes  and  synods  within  whose  bounds 
they  labor,  as  the  pastors  of  the  regular  charge?. 

1 6.  The  Executive  Committee  has  full  authority  to  carry 
out  the  plans  and  purposes  of  the  board.  Done  at  Pittsburg, 
Pa.,  July  9,  A.  D.,   1890. 

This  plan  was  submitted  to  all  the  District  Synods  at  their 
annual  sessions  of  1890,  receiving  respectful  consideration 
from  each,  and  in  its  main  features  at  least  being  finally 
approved  by  all  the  English  synods. 

FURTHER    UNIFICATION    OF    THE    WORK. 

On  January  14,  1892,  at  Altoona,  Pa.,  a  conference  was 
held  by  our  Executive  Committee  with  the  Bi-synodic  Board 
on  the  subject  of  unification,  when  a  basis  agreeable  to  all 
parties  was  arranged,  looking  toward  the  transfer  of  the 
missions  held  by  said  board  to  our  supervision  and  control. 
The  final  action  consummating  this  unification  was  eventually 
reached  at  a  joint  meeting  of  both  boards  held  at  Lancaster, 
Pa.,  April  20,  1892,  when  the  forty-one  missions  formerly 
operated  by  the  Bi-synodic  Board  were  passed  over  to  our 
care.  By  this  action  all  the  missions  within  the  Synod  of 
the  Interior  heretofore  under  the  care  of  the  said  District 
Board  passed  under  our  direct  control.  The  missions  within 
the  bounds  of  the  Eastern  and  Potomac  Synods,  including 
the  German  missions  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  remain  under  the 
care  of  the  Bi-synodic  Board  in  its  advisory  character.  This 
includes,  of  course,  the  missions  heretofore  under  the  care  of 
the  General  Board  in  the  territory  of  Philadelphia  and 
Wyoming  Classes.  The  missionaries  in  these  synods  first 
send  their  quarterly  reports  to  the  Advisory  Board,  and  from 
thence  they  come  before  our  Board.  The  moneys  for 
missions  coming  from  these  two  synods  are  paid  first  to  the 
treasurer  of  the  Bi-synodic  Board,  who  makes  monthl}- 
remittances  to  the  treasurer  of  the  General  Board.  Rev.  A. 
C.  Whitmer  continues  superintendent  in  these  synods. 
According  to  this  agreement  our  board  does  not  have  any 
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control  over  the  church-building  funds  belonging  to  the 
Eastern  and  Potomac  synods.  These  special  building  funds, 
as  well  as  the  apportionments  for  church-building  within  the 
bounds  of  these  two  synods,  up  to  the  present  time,  have 
not  reached  the  General  Board  unless  specially  designated 
for  our  use;  but  hereafter,  by  action  of  the  synods,  at  least 
half  of  the  apportionment  for  church-building  will  come  into 
our  treasury. 

The  Board  of  iMissions  of  the  Synod  of  the  Interior,  with 
Rev.  D.  B.  Shuey,  superintendent,  also  transferred  its  mis- 
sions to  the  care  of  the  General  Board,  which  transfer  went 
into  effect  April  i,  1892.  These  were  five  in  number,  regu- 
larly organized,  and  in  addition  several  isolated  congregations 
which  in  the  near  future  will  be  organized  into  missions. 

This  practically  unifies  the  mission  work  in  the  five  English 
synods,  and  thus  the  support  of  nearly  six-sevenths  of  the 
membership  of  the  church  is  now  extended  to  the  General 
Board.  We  have,  therefore,  in  accordance  with  the  reiter- 
ated recommendations  of  your  reverend  body,  during  the 
period  just  closed,  reached  a  greater  degree  of  unity  in  the 
unification  of  our  home  mission  work. 

WORK    CARRIED    FORWARD    15V    THE    GERMAN    SYNODS. 

The  work  of  home  missions  done  by  our  brethren  of  the 
German  Synods  deserves  special  mention.  As  the  venerable 
President  of  the  Board  of  the  German  Synod  of  the  tiast  with 
truth  remarks,  they  "labor  under  great  disadvantage,  being 
limited  in  their  operations  mainly  to  our  larger  cities  and 
towns,  where  the  establishment  of  new  mi.ssions  is  exceed- 
ingly difficult  and  very  expensive,  although  the  necessity  of 
the  work  may  be  urgent."  Yet,  arduous  as  is  the  nature  of 
this  work,  our  German  brethren,  both  east  and  west,  have 
had  the  holy  courage  to  enter  this  field,  and  by  their  earnest- 
ness, self-denial  and  zeal  have  made  commendable  progress. 
They  have  had  missions  planted  in  about  twenty  states,  and 
most  of  these  have  been  located  in  some  of  our  most  popu- 
lous and  thriving  cities.  To  support  missions  of  this  charac- 
ter is,  indeed,  very  expensive;  whilst  the  natural  talent  and 
Christian  grace  requisite  for  building  them  up  succe.ssfuUy 
must  be  of  a  high  order.  A  number  of  these  missions  in 
large  cities  have  become  .self-supporting  during  the  past  three 
years;  but  no  sooner  have  these  been  dropped  from  the  roll 
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than  others,  in  places  of  equal  importance,  have  been  estab- 
lished. Thus  new  work  has  been  undertaken  in  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  Baltimore,  Md.,  Holyoke,  Mass.,  Cleveland  and  Cin- 
cinnati, O.,  Indianapohs,  Ind.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  other 
important  cities.  In  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  a  German  Presbyter- 
ian congregation  with  its  pastor,  having  a  new  church  build- 
ing, after  being  regularly  dismissed,  united  with  the  German 
Synod  of  the  East,  whereupon  the  mission  in  said  city  was 
united  with  this  organization.  The  most,  we  may  say  the 
only,  discouraging  feature  occurring  in  the  work  of  the 
German  Boards  has  been  that  connected  with  the  Martha 
Memorial  Mission  in  New  York  City.  Pastor  and  people 
labor  faithfully,  but  they  are  embarrassed  with  a  debt  on 
their  church  building  of  an  unusually  large  amount,  which 
places  the  whole  interest  in  jeopardy.  This  incumbrance 
causes  their  board  great  anxiety.  A  few  thousand  dollars 
loaned  to  them  at  a  low  rate  of  interest  would  be  a  great 
relief.  May  we  not  hope  that  some  generous  Christian  friend 
who  has  been  blessed  with  financial  ability  will  be  prompted, 
by  motives  of  love  to  Christ  and  his  cause,  speedily  to  come 
to  their  help? 

In  taking  this  retrospect  of  their  work  it  is  evident  that  the 
Lord  of  the  harvest  has  signally  crowned  with  his  benediction 
and  grace  the  labors  of  our  German  brethren  in  helping  to 
extend  his  kingdom  among  men.  By  their  success  they 
have  not  only  co-operated  in  the  planting  and  enlargement 
of  our  beloved  church  in  this  country,  but  at  the  same  time 
they  are  contributing  no  little  to  the  building  up  of  a  Chris- 
tian manhood  among  those  elements  of  foreign  extraction  in 
our  land,  a  work  which  is  so  essentially  necessary  toward  the 
conservation  of  the  purity  and  integrity  of  our  national  life. 

HARBOR    MISSION    WORK. 

The  mission  among  immigrants  at  the  harbor  of  New 
York  City  has  been  carried  forward  by  the  present  mission- 
ary. Polder  Paul  Sommerlatte,  with  a  high  degree  of  success. 
The  mission  is  under  the  immediate  care  and  control  of  the 
Board  of  the  German  Synod  of  the  East.  The  missionary  is 
represented,  by  those  who  have  been  in  intimate  touch  with 
the  work,  as  the  right  man  in  the  right  place.  He  has 
infused    new  life  into  the  old    skeleton,   and    extended    the 
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influence  of  the  mission  wonderfully  in  Europe  and  through- 
out our  country.  He  has  sent  quarterly  reports  regularly  to 
the  board,  and  rendered  satisfactory  accounts  of  the  money 
received  and  expended  in  aiding  poor  immigrants.  He  is 
reported  as  keeping  a  record  of  all  persons  whom  he  receives, 
whom  he  directs  to  our  pastors,  and  to  whom  he  administers 
relief  or  advice.  Since  the  cholera  scare  immigration  has 
been  slack,  but  with  the  opening  of  the  spring  months  it  has 
received  a  new  impetus.  In  view  of  these  encouraging 
features  in  the  missjon,  we  would  recommend  that  your 
reverend  body  make  further  provision  for  the  continuance  of 
this  blessed  work  for  the  stranger  and  the  friendless  in  a 
strange  land.  On  account  of  a  lack  of  funds,  no  other  mis- 
sion besides  that  at  the  port  of  New  York  has  been  started 
in  this  special  line  of  work. 

WORK    AMONG    THE    HUNGARIANS. 

In  accordance  with  the  instruction  given  us  by  this  synod, 
immediately  after  the  adjournment  at  Lebanon,  Pa.,  your 
b  oard^-£iiter^d_jnto  correspondence  with  Rev.  A  n  d  r  e  w_ 
Moody,  of  Buda-Pesth,  Austro-Hungary,  in  regard  to  secur-_ 
ing_  sgTtgbig-Tm»4orrarTt?rironr  that._£auntrv~to  labor  among 
the  Hungarian  population  in  the  United  States;  and  in 
makhig  this' ouT~fi-F&t  report  of  our  laboTs  in  behalf  of  our 
Hungarian  brethren  in  this  country,  your  board  desires,  first 
of  all,  to  express  its  appreciation  of  the  services  rendered  to 
the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  by  Rev.  Mr. 
Moody  in  what  has  grown  to  be,  in  so  short  a  time,  a  very 
important  branch  of  our  work.  In  our  correspondence  with 
him  we  have  learned  to  know  him  as  a  brother  beloved  in 
the  cause  of  Christ,  with  a  warm  devotion  to  the  welfare  of 
the  kingdom  of  our  common  Lord  and  Master,  having  a 
judgment  that  is  perfectly  reliable,  and  with  an  appreciative 
sense  of  the  character  of  the  men  needed  in  this  particular 
line  of  duty.  For  the  services  which  he  has  rendered  us  we 
feel  that  the  church  owes  him  a  debt  of  gratitude.  The  first 
missionary  secured  through  Mr.  Moody's  assistance  was  Rev. 
Gustave  J  uraTTy,'"uf  'j^wd^P.c^thi: ^^JTo  was  commissioned  from 


January    T7    T^gT,    and    locatea  ^n    Cleveland,    Ohio.      The 
second    missionary    called    from    Hungary    was    Rev.  J^HL 
Kovacs,    who    was    commissioned    from    July_j,    1891,   and 
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located  in  Pittsburg,  Pa. ,  with  instructions  to  labor  among 
the  Hungarians  of  that  city  and  vicinity.  These  men  have 
proven  to  be  faithful  and  competent,  with  great  zeal  for  the 
Christian  welfare  of  their  countrymen.  There  are  now  four 
organized  congregations  regularly  served  under  the  care  of 
these  two  faithful  men,  with  a  membership  of  fully  five  hun- 
dred; while  in  his  evangelistic  work  in  different  parts  of  this 
country  Rev.  Kovacs  has  organized  seventeen  congregations 
having  about  sixteen  hundred  members.  This  has  been  a 
remarkable  growth  in  the  work  for  so  jshort  a  time.  Rev. 
Kovacs  has  more  than  he  can  do,  while  still  additional  points 
are  calling  for  some  one  to  come  and  preach  the  gospel  to 
these  people  in  their  native  tongue.  The  work  has  grown 
so  rapidly  and  the  call  for  more  laborers  has  become  so 
imperative,  that  the  board  has,  during  the  past  six  months, 
taken  the  initiative  steps  to  call  a  third  missionary,  whose 
arrival  is  expected  at  an  early  day  and  who  also  will  be 
located  at  Pittsburg  as  an  assistant  to  Rev.   Kovacs. 

The  work  of  Rev.  Jurany  has  extended  beyond  the  limits 
of  the  city  of  Cleveland.  He  ministers  to  congregations  in 
Ashtabula  and  Toledo,  Ohio.  P'or  some  time  he  has  been 
gathering  funds  towards  the  building  of  a  church  in  Cleve- 
land. Recently  his  congregation  in  said  city  purchased  a  lot 
80x160  feet  for  the  nominal  price  of  $1,280,  on  which  there 
is  room  for  a  church  and  parsonage.  The  purpose  is  to 
erect,  at  an  early  day,  a  brick  church  edifice  with  a  seating 
capacity  for  four  hundred  persons.  These  Hungarians  mani- 
fest a  spirit  of  liberality  greatly  to  their  credit. 

"In  mentioning  the  progress  of  the  work  among  and  in 
behalf  of  Hungarians  in  the  city  and  vicinity  of  Pittsburg, 
Pa.,  due  credit  must  be  given  to  the  pastor  and  membership 
of  Grace  Reformed  Church  of  said  city.  The  circumstances 
have  been  peculiarly  favorable  for  the  work  here.  F"rom  the 
very  start  Rev.  Mr.  Prugh  and  his  congregation  have  mani- 
fested a  lively  interest  in  this  Christian  enterprise,  and  have 
succeeded  in  enlisting  the  interest  of  citizens  of  Pittsburg 
beyond  their  own  church  fold.  One  gentleman,  not  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Reformed  Church,  whose  reserved  disposition 
forbids  the  public  mention  of  his  name,  has  twice  cheerfully 
given   his  check  for  $500  to   be  used   in   the   interests  of  this 
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friends  of  the  movement  that  a  property,  inchiding  the  lot 
and  church  edifice,  vakied  at  $7,500,  has  been  handed  over 
to  our  board  free  of  all  encumbrance,  save  a  loan  for  some 
years  of  $2,430  without  interest.  This  first  church  edifice  for 
the  benefit  of  Hungarians  of  the  Protestant  faith  in  this 
country  was  formally  set  apart  for  the  worship  of  Almighty 
God  in  (2ctober, Ji8_c^.  Rev.  Kovacs  has  been  faithful  and 
abundant  in  his  laboriTln  his  own  field,  whilst  he  has  been 
importuned  by  colonies  of  Hungarians  in  New  York,  New 
Jersey,  Illinois,  Canada  and  elsewhere  to  visit  them  and 
organize  them  into  congregations.  i 

In  taking  this  cursory  review  of  this  dei)artment  of  our 
work  we  can  not  help  feeling  how  manifestly  the  Lord  has' 
blessed  us  in  these  efforts,  whereof  we,  as  well  as  the  church 
no  doubt,  are  glad.  When  three  )'ears  ago  we  first  called 
the  attention  of  /our  reverend  body  to  the  spiritual  needs  of 
these  brethren  of  the  Reformed  faith  from  a  foreign  land, 
little  did  we  think  how  rapidh'  the  work,  when  begun,  would 
grow,  and  how  widely  the  Lord  would  open  the  door  to  the 
church  for  secular  and  spiritual  usefulness  among  this  j)eople. 
We  would  challenge  the  attention  of  the  synod  to  these  strik- 
ing results  which  the  hand  of  the  Lord  hath  wrought,  in 
order  th.at  this  judicator}-  ma)'  de\'ise  still  more  liberal  things 
for  the  spiritual  welfare  of  these  people  of  a  foreign  lineage 
but  of  our  own  household  of  faith. 

CHURCH     EXTENSION    AND    SPECIAL    EUNDS. 

There  is  no  department  of  home  mission  work  more  im- 
portant than  that  of  church  extension.  It  is  being  felt  mgre 
and  more  that  there  is  great  need  for  the  Church  to  become 
thoroughly  aroused  to  the  importance  of  it.  The  Hoard  to- 
day more  than  ever  feels  the  pressing  need  of  Church-building 
Funds  in  order  efficiently  to  carry  forward  its  work,  particu- 
larly in  large  towns  and  cities.  In  fact  it  seems  almost  use- 
less, speaking  from  a  business  point  of  \iew,  to  go  into  a 
thickly  peopled  communit)',  with  the  intention  of  .starting  a 
mission,  unless  the  Hoard  is  pro\ided  with  liberal  sums  of 
money  with  which  to  purchase  a  lot  and  erect  a  chapel.  We 
are  happy  in  being  able  to  re]:)ort  that  considerable  progress 
has  been  made  during  the  past  three  years  towards  the  ac- 
cumulation of  such  h\mds. 
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In  the  work  of  the  Bi-synodic  Board  these  Church-building 
Funds  of  ^500  each  have  been  a  source  of  great  help,  and 
their  number  has  more  than  doubled.  In  May  1890,  they 
had  nine;  now  they  have  on  record  twenty-one,  nearly  all  of 
which  are  loaned  to  missions.  These  Funds  have  the  full 
confidence  of  business  men,  and  it  is  an  encouraging  fact  that 
many  persons  have  in  their  wills  made  provision  for  such 
Funds. 

Within  a  little  more  -than  a  year  and  a  half  the  General 
Board  has  secured  thirteen  of  these  special  Funds  of  ^500 
each,  thus  making  the  whole  number  held  by  these  Boards 
thirty-four. 

Besides  these  facts,  mention  deserves  to  be  made  also  that 
the  Board  of  Church-building  of  the  Central  Synod  and  the 
Synod  of  the  Northwest  report  the  aggregate  amount  of  ^4,- 
422  for  church-building. 

The  sum  total  raised  by  the  various  methods  for  this  pur- 
pose during  the  period  has  thus  been  ;?l24,872,  which  Indi- 
cates the  promise  of  a  movement  toward  a  higher  plane  of 
Christian  giving  for  this  special  and  important  work.  We 
would  make  an  earnest  plea  for  the  multiplication  of  these 
beneficent  Funds  in  order  that  the  efforts  of  the  Board  for 
the  extension  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom  may  be  more  rap- 
idly facilitated. 

In  the  way  of  special  funds  we  would  also  note  the  plan 
inaugurated  by  the  Bi-synodic  Board  of  raising  "1,000  tens," 
and  that  by  the  General  Board  of  raising  "1,000  fives,"  both 
of  which  have  proven  measurably  successful  and  greatly  pro- 
moted our  work  in  the  home  field.  These  movements  have 
deinonstrated  the  fact  that  when  the  proper  efforts  are  made, 
quite  large  contributions  may  be  obtained  over  and  above  the 
regular  Synodical  apportionments.  That  is  what  is  so  much 
needed  in  our  Church.  The  apportionments  represent  but 
the  minimum  sum  needed  for  the  work,  while  all  vigorous 
congregations  should  deem  it  a  privilege,  as  well  as  a  duty, 
to  raise  all  they  possibly  can  for  the  extension  of  Christ's 
kingdom. 

MISSIOI^ARY  SOCIETIES. 

The  help  given  by  Missionary  Societies,  wherever  these 
have  been   organized,  has  proven  to  be  a  great  relief  to  the 
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Board.  In  some  congregations  perhaps  other  means  are 
used  which  reach  the  same  end  as  the  Missionary  Society. 
Wherever  this  is  the  case  we  would  not  insist  upon  these 
special  organizations;  but  in  the  large  majority  of  our  congre- 
gations it  is  believed  the  society  will  prove  an  efficient  means 
in  promoting  the  work.  Women's  societies  have  been 
organized  throughout  the  church,  and  to  this  fact  is  doubtless 
due  much  of  the  awakened  zeal  in  our  missionary  activity. 
The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  General  Synod  has  at 
present  four  Synodical  Societies  and  twenty-five  Classical  So- 
cieties. The  number  of  Congregational  Societies  with  their 
membership  we  have  not  been  able  to  learn;  but  they  are, 
we  know,  quite  numerous,  and  effective  for  good  in  fostering 
and  developing  the  spirit  of  missions  in  our  churches.  The 
Board  cannot  but  recognize  these  organizations  as  helpful 
agencies  in  the  cause  of  missions;  and  it  is  believed  that  if 
they  are  properly  encouraged  and  regulated,  they  can  be 
made  still  more  efficient  as  helpers  in  awakening  the  church 
to  a  higher  sense  of  her  duty  and  responsibility  in  this  im- 
portant work. 

REQUEST    TO    INAUGURATE    WORK    AMONG    THE    POLES. 

The  attention  of  the  Board  has  been  called  to  the  increas- 
ing tide  of  Polish  immigration  to  our  country,  and  to  the 
obUgation  devolving  upon  our  church  to  begin  mission  work 
among  these  people,  many  of  whom  are  of  the  Reformed 
faith.  In  compliance  with  this  request,  the  matter  is  here 
presented;  but  because  of  the  character  and  extent  of  the 
work  already  in  hand,  we  have  no  recommendation  to  make 
on  the  subject. 

MISSIONARY    GUARDIAN. 

When  our  last  triennial  report  was  made,  TJie  Reformed 
Missionary  Herald  was  the  organ  of  the  Bi-synodic  Board. 
This  publication  was  continued  until  the  close  of  1890,  when 
through  a  conference  held  by  representatives  of  the  several 
home  and  foreign  Boards,  it  was  merged  in  TJie  Missionary 
Guardian,  which  since  then  has  been  the  organ  of  all  our 
English  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  work.  The  mag- 
azine has  not  received  that  support  from  our  people  which  a 
publication  of  this  character  merits.      The  church,  as  well  as 
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the  Board,  needs  an  organ  for  the  dissemination  of  mission- 
ary intelhgence  and  the  cultivation  of  a  missionary  spirit 
among  our  membership.  It  is  hoped  that  the  synod  may  be 
able  to  devise  ways  and  means  by  which  the  publication  may 
be  perpetuated  and  the  field  of  its  usefulness  be  enlarged. 

LEGACIES. 

During  the  period  three  legacies  have  been  received  for 
the  cause  of  Home  Missions.  The  first  was  a  bequest  of 
$500,  by  Mrs.  Diana  Bolender,  of  Dakota,  Ills.;  the  second, 
of  ;$475,  by  Rev.  B.  S.  Schneck,  D.  D.,  of  Chambersburg, 
Pa.;  and  the  third,  of  $1,000,  from  the  estate  of  Elder  Henry 
Wirt,  of  Hanover,  Pa.,  by  the  hand  of  his  widow,  Mrs. 
Louisa  F.  Wirt.  These  legacies  are  rightfully  held  as  a 
sacred  trust  and  have  been  invested  as  permanent  funds  in 
precious  memory  of  the  sainted  donors. 

Another  bequest  (the  name  of  the  donor  for  the  present 
we  deem  it  prudent  to  withhold)  has  been  made,  but  on  ac- 
count of  some  legal  technicality  its  payment  has  been  nec- 
essarily delayed.  There  is  no  doubt,  however,  of  its 
eventually  reaching  the  destination  designated  by  the  will  of 
the  testator. 

GENERAL    REVIEW    OF    THE    WORK. 

In  taking  a  retrospect  of  what  has  been  accomplished  dur- 
ing the  three  years  now  brought  to  a  close,  remembering  the 
doors  for  this  line  of  Christian  activity  which  a  gracious  Prov- 
idence has  been  gradually  opening  before  us,  and  at  the  same 
time  with  a  quickened  consciousness  of  the  prospect  of  a  still 
wider  field  of  activity,  your  Board  feels  constrained  to  say, 
"Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped  us."  Large  centers  of  pop- 
ulation have  invited  us  to  enter  in  and  possess  the  land.  So 
far  as  the  church  has  contributed  her  gifts  for  this  cause,  have 
we  heeded  the  call.  The  policy  of  the  Board  continues  to 
be  to  exercise  economical  prudence  in  the  expenditure  of 
the  funds  given  for  this  purpose,  and  as  far  as  possible  to 
avoid  increasing  pecuniary  obligations  which  can  be  avoided 
or  which  we  can  see  no  prospect  of  eventually  meeting.  We 
have  not  been  able  to  avoid  indebtedness  entirely.  Circum- 
stances at  times  arise  when,  although  the  pecuniary  means 
are  lacking,   to  refuse  to  follow  the  leadings  of  Providence 
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would  be  to  disobey  the  command  to  reap  the  fields  that  are 
ripe  for  the  harvest.  Hence  we  have  walked  by  faith,  hop- 
ing that  the  Lord  would  guide  and  inspire  the  church  to 
come  to  our  relief.  With  the  help  of  Building  Funds  ob- 
tained, and  b)'  making  some  loans  on  eas\'  terms  of  interest, 
the  Board  in  August,  1890,  purchased  a  lot  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  for  $3,500,  on  which  Hough  Avenue  mission  has 
erected  a  beautiful  and  commodious  stone  chapel;  also  a  lot 
in  Lincoln,  Neb.,  for  $2,000;  and  a  third  in  Columbus,  Ohio, 
for  $3,400. 

The  last  two  purchases  were  made  in  1892,  and  the  mis- 
sions in  both  places  are  moving  toward  the  erection  of  suita- 
ble chapels.  The  purchase  of  a  lot  has  been  authorized  also 
in  St.  Joseph,  Mo.  The  mission  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  has 
also  been  relieved  of  its  financial  embarrassment  by  securing 
a  loan  of  $4,500  needed  to  purchase  the  mortgage  on  its 
church.  So  necessar\'  has  this  feature  of  church  extension 
become  in  the  work  that  the  Board  has  felt  constrained  to 
create  the  special  office  of  treasurer  for  the  management  of 
such  funds.      Elder  C.  M.  Boush  was  elected  to  fill  said  office. 

The  Board  has  recently  enrolled  a  number  of  new  missions, 
all  of  which  are  deemed  important,  but  there  is  one  which 
perhaps  is  worth}'  of  special  mention.  It  is  that  in  Chicago. 
We  have  long  been  importuned  to  plant  the  Reformed 
Church  in  this  thri\ing  metropolis  of  the  West.  On  account 
of  the  large  outlay  of  funds  which  we  knew  would  be  re- 
quired, the  Board  hesitated  long;  but  at  length  we  have  gone 
forward  in  faith  and  entered  this  teeming  hive  of  humanit}', 
belie\ing  that  the  church  will  sustain  the  enterprise  b}'  her 
prayers  and  her  gifts.  The  whole  number  of  missions  at 
present  supported  b}'  the  several  Boards  is  137,  which  is  an 
increase  of  10  o\er  our  last  triennial  report.  Quite  a  number 
have  become  self-supjwrting,  and  very  few  have  been  dropped 
on  account  of  being  unpromising. 

Almost  $40,000  from  all  sources  ha\e  been  expended  for 
the  home  work  during  the  past  )'ear,  which,  in  comparison 
with  previous  years,  is  a  health)'  sign  of  growth.  The  whole 
amount  received  and  disbursed  in  the  work  during  the  past 
three  years  is  $124,92  1 .  The  amount  received  for  church- 
building  is  $24,872.  Aggregate  amount  for  all  purposes  re- 
ceix'cd  is  $149,793.      The  table    of  statistics    appended   will 
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show  evidence  of  growth.  The  cry  for  greater  missionary- 
activity  in  the  home  field  is  today  greater  than  ever.  Sister 
churches  are  heeding  the  cry  for  spiritual  help  and  are  enter- 
ing into  the  marriage  feast  with  the  Lord.  Will  the  Re 
formed  Church  falter  and  fail  in  this  missionary  crisis  of  our 
land  and  generation?  Nay,  verily.  The  zeal  that  is  inspir- 
ing the  hearts  of  our  ministry  and  membership,  and  the  in- 
cense of  gratitude  that  is  ascending  to  the  Father  from  our 
altars  for  the  love  of  His  Son  toward  men,  promise  still 
higher  and  richer  fruits  of  the  Spirit  than  any  the  church  has 
yet  borne.  Let  us  pray  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  that  our 
most  sanguine  hopes  may  be  realized,  in  order  that  His  grace 
may  be  still  more  richly  glorified  in  the  salvation  of  precious 
souls. 

The  Board,  so  far  as  possible,  has  complied  with  all  the 
recommendations  and  injunctions  given  by  authority  of 
synod. 

In  closing  this-  resume  we  deem  it  fitting  to  register  the 
decease  of  Elder  William  H.  Seibert,  late  of  Harrisburg,  Pa., 
who  for  almost  twenty  years  was  the  faithful  treasurer  of  the 
Bi-synodic  Board.  He  entered  into  the  reward  of  the  heav- 
enly rest  September  14,  1892.  His  life  was  a  beautiful  ex- 
ample of  long,  earnest  and  faithful  devotion  to  the  cause  of 
Home  Missions  in  our  Reformed  Zion.  Being  dead  he  yet 
speaketh,  and  precious  is  his  memory  in  the  churches. 

The  triennial  reports  of  the  treasurers  of  the  Board,  Elder 
Charles  Santee  of  the  General  Fund  and  Elder  C.  M.  Boush 
of  the  Church  Extension  Fund,  are  herewith  presented. 
Both  reports  have  been  duly  audited  and  found  to  be  a  true 
record  of  the  finances  of  the  Board  to  date.  The  aggregate 
receipts  have  been  $70,691.89  for  missions,  and  $9,238.07 
for  church-building.  The  permanent  investments  of  the 
Board  for  missions  amount  to  $500. 

The  term  of  service  of  the  following  named  members  of 
the  Board  expires  with  this  session  of  synod:  Revs.  Drs. 
John  Bachman,  John  M.  Kendig,  Dewalt  S.  Fouse  and  John 
J.  Leberman;  Elders  Charles  Santee  and  John  S.  Zimmerman. 

Heartily  appreciating  the  reflex  spiritual  blessings  which 
are  enjoyed  by  the  church  in  reward  for  the  growing  interest 
and  activity  which  she  has  manifested  in  this  sacred  cause, 
and   ever  thankful  to  Almighty  God,    the   Father,  the    Son 
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and  the  Holy  Ghost,  for  His  divine  protection,  guidance  and 
help  in  v/hatever  has  been  done  in   His  name,  this  report  is 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  A.  PETERS,  President. 
E.  R.  ESCHBACH,  S(cretary. 
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ROLL  Ol^^  THK  MISSIONS.— CoJitwmd. 


Wichita,   Kans 

Emporia,  Kans 

Holtiinaiid  Ciiclcville. 

Otis,   Kaiis 

Weils,   Kans 

FoTo.MAC  Synod. 

Albina,  ( )re 

Altoona,  Pa 

Astoria,    ( )re 

Ballard.   Wash 

Baltiniorc,   Md 

lialtiniorf,    Md 

Baltimore,   Md 

Burlington,   N.  C 

Chambershurg,    Pa.  .  . . 

Concord,   .\.  C 

Duncannon,    l^a 

Harns\  ille,  \'a 

Roanoke,    \'a 

Sa /(•///.   Oir 

Seattle,  Wash 

Staffoni,    On- 

riijibcyinllc,     la 

Waslmigton,   D.- C  .  . 
West  Roiuan,  N.  C. 

West  I'nion,  Ore 

Winchester,   \'a 

\\()o(lt)err\ .     Md 

York.    Pa.' 

E.ASTKKN   SV.NOI). 

Allentown,    Pa 

Easton,    Pa 

Lancaster,  Pa 

Loc^'  Hai'tii,  Pa 

Philadelphia,   Pa 

Philadeli)iiia,   Pa 

Phrenixville,    Pa 

Prospect vi lie,  Pa 

Reading,   Pa 

Rover's    I'ord,   I'a.  .  .  . 

Scranton,  Pa 

Steelton,    Pa 

Tower  Citv,   Pa 

VVilliamspori,     l\i .  .  . 


,MlSS10NAKli:S. 


J.  W.  Love. 
I).  H.  Shuev 


Gottlieb    Hafner.  .  .  . 

L.  E.  Coblentz 

J.  G.  Schmid 

G.  liraedel 

A.  S.  Welier 

W.   1.   Stewart 

,   Levan 

Lefever 

Shoiitz 

Barringer 

Miller 

Bauman.  ...... 

Lewis   Reiter 

J.    Muellhaiipt 

J.  G.    Biegert 

Julius    Lange , 

J.  T.   Balhet 

A.  T.  G.  Ajjple 

P.  M.  Trexler,  I).  1) 

H.    Liesman 

J.  B.  Stonesifer 

E.  R.   Deatrick 

1.  X.   PeiLditel 


C.  W. 

D.  P. 
I.  B. 
I'aul 
I.   I). 
A.  B. 
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120 

225 
65 

158 
170 

55 
124 

197 

225 

•75 

55 

150 

76 

1 10 

89 

44 

140 

124 

220 


•  130 

2370 
711 

903 
205 
204 
452 

401 

260 

860 
350 
233 

700 

820 

1 1 66 

442 
726 

1115 

2490] 

1 164 

1762 

1084 

70c; 

1000 

218 

200 

750 

1830 

2120 


S88 
15 
19 
II 
1 1 


S350   S675 
20 

300 

"40 
20 


361 


40 
140 
115 


30 
146 
143 
184 

60 

31 

I2Q 


48 
103 
213 

10 

43 

90 

218 

575 


i8q 

46 

194 


500 
100 

300 
360 


150 
480 
400 
"550 
525 
100 
300 
100 
2;o 


300 

350 
130 

600 
500 


500 
500 
300 


21 

46 

80 

76 

70 

III 

1 10   700 

90'  600 

i6|  400 

15  300 
100 
300 
500 


300 
200 

350 
400 
700 
640 
1000 
300 
300 
100 
150 
100 
700 


300 


800 


200 
300 
200' 
300 

300 

75 
200 


400 
800 
300 
200 
400 
150 
900 
600 
300 


NoTK.— Those  in  italic  have  become  self-supporiing. 
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2.      Report  of  Missionary  on  Harbor  Mission. 

To  the  General  Synod  of  iJie  Reformed  CJuirch  in  the   United 

States: 

Dear  Brethren: — I  have  the  pleasure  to  render  to  the 
General  Synod  the  report  of  the  Harbor  Mission  of  the 
Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

Elected  by  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  of  the  German 
Synod  of  the  East  in  the  month  of  September  1 890  and  com- 
missioned as  Harbor  Missionary  among  the  immigrants 
landing  in  the  harbor  of  New  York  City,  I  took  charge  of 
this  office  January  2,   1891. 

The  quarterly  reports,  as  requested,  have  been  rendered 
regularly  to  the  Home  Mission  Board  of  the  German  Synod 
of  the  East,  under  whose  management  the  work  of  our  im- 
migrant mission  is  conducted  by  the  direction  of  the  Honor- 
able General  Synod.  Besides  this  we  have  sent  reports  from 
time  to  time  to  the  Mission  Board  of  the  General  Synod. 

From  January  1891  to  April  1893,  we  received  at  our 
office  2,311  letters  and  postal  cards.  Certainly  some  of  these 
letters  could  be  answered  by  a  few  lines,  but  most  of  them 
required  a  carefully  formulated  answer  on  account  of  the 
various  departures  and  arrivals  of  the  different  steamers  and 
other  matters  asked  about  in  these  letters,  and  many  times  a 
letter  received  by  our  office,  requires  a  correspondence  with 
two  or  three  different  parties,  so  that  in  the  last  twenty-eight 
months  we  had  to  mail  4,639  letters  and  postal  cards  alto- 
gether, not  including  telegrams. 

Besides  this  large  correspondence,  a  careful  book-keeping 
is  required  at  our  office,  because  many  members  from 
the  English  as  well  as  from  the  German  part  of  our  church, 
who  expect  relations  or  friends  from  Europe,  make  deposits 
at  our  office,  with  instruction  to  apply  the  money  to  the 
persons  they  expect,  to  cover  their  railroad  tickets  and  to 
meet  other  expenses  they  may  have.  The  same  thing  is 
done,  when  children  or  helpless  persons  come  from  Europe, 
intrusted  to  our  care. 

The  expenses  to  run  our  office.  No.  30  State  Street,  New 
York  City,  have  been  for  the  last  twenty-eight  months,  be- 
sides the  salary  of  the  missionary,  which  is  paid  by  the 
Honorable  General  Synod,  as  follows: 
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Rent  for  office  room,  $10  per  month 1280  00 

General  expenses,  railroad  and  horse  car  fares 

For  feeding  poor  people  and  many  other  sundries 

Postage  Stamps     

Office  utensils 

Printing  expenses 


•223  64 

521  68 

10*)  27 

85  91 

48  03 

Total :  .   .  ■.    11,268  53 

SFEOIFIOATIONS. 


]st(|uarter,  18'.il 
2d  (luarter,    1891 
3d  quarter,  1891 
4th   quarter.  1891 
Ist  quarter,  1892  . 
2d  quarter,  1892      , 
3d  quarter,  1892  . 
4th  <juarter.   1892 
1st  quarter,  189o  . 
April  1893  .   . 

Total, 


i 

J£ 

a 

a 

s  &• 

It  X 

a 

a 

g'-^ 
e 

$30  00 

81  54 

«6  39 

rjj 

o  ■ 

lf6  .39 

811  96 

30  00 

3  06 

3  79 

11  14 

3  84 

30  00 

11  94 

36  71 

16  04 

14  15 

40  00 

4"  .57 

61  19 

14  84 

5  34 

20  00 

27  00 

105  04 

17  88 

17  75 

30  00 

26  65 

56  79 

11  02 

14  71 

20  00 

55  93 

65  64 

11  03 

80 

40  00 

46  88 

114  61 

13  61 

11  83 

30  00 

3  00 

65  40 

4  29 

4  38 

10  00 

8  07 

6  12 

3  05 

1  15 

8280  00 

»223  64 

8521  68 

?109  27 

f85  71 

|6  70 

10  00 

14  17 

9  25 

7  91 


Against  these  expenses  we  received  gifts  amounting  to 
$1,243.46,  leaving  a  deficit  of  1^25.07  to  date.  Every  gift 
has  been  receipted  in  the  KircJienzcitmig  and  Einivanderei'' s 
Frewid  because  they  have  been  sent  by  German  friends. 


iBt  ((uarter,   1891 
2d  quarter,  1891  . 
3d  quarter,  1891 
4th  (juarter,  1891 
Istquarter,  1892  . 
2d(iuarter,  1892 
3d  quarter.  1892 
4th  quarter,   1892 
1st  quarter,   1,h93 
April  18«:; .... 


Total, 


Gifts 
Received. 

$51 

70 

K! 

05 

116 

94 

177 

.59 

203 

31 

171 

32 

111 

25 

225  12  1 

89 

33 

13 

85 

» 1,243 

46 

Letters 
Received. 


169 
150 
199 
330 
255 
377 
276 
3,5.3 
109 


Letters 
Mailed. 


371 
3iK) 
375 
708 

798 
.512 
532 
510 
:n6 
127 


4.6.39 


All  our  books  from  the  Harbor  Mission  are  at  hand  with 
full  details,  so  that  every  brother  or  any  appointed  commit- 
tee can  cheerfully  have  an  opportunity  to  make  an  investi- 
gation. 

As  our  officework  is  very  voluminous,  I  asked  the  Hon. Ger- 
man Synod  of  the  East  for  help  and  at  the  yearly  session  in 
1 89 1  an  office  boy  was  granted  with  a  .salary  of  $3  per  week, 
and  the  necessary  amount  for  one  year  was  raised  at- once  by 
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voluntary  donotions  from  among  the  delegates.  Still  tlie 
ofifice  work  was  growing  and  therefore  we  asked  the  three 
German  Synods  for  help,  and  at  their  regular  meetings  last 
year,  the  Central  Synod,  Synod  of  the  North-west  and  Ger- 
man Synod  of  the  East,  allowed  me  to  emplo)'  a  clerk  with  a 
salary  of  ^6  per  week  and  each  synod  contributed  $104  for 
this  purpose. 

We  are  very  thankful  for  all  the  help  given  to  our  Harbor 
Mission  as  now  the  office  work  can  be  performed  in  the 
proper  way  and  the  principal  part  of  our  mission  at  the  land- 
ing place,  Ellis  Island,  which  has  to  be  done  by  me  person- 
ally, 'jreceives  my  full  attention.  I  am  present  at  the 
landing  place,  where  all  the  steerage  passengers  are  landed, 
as  soon  as  passengers  from  Germany,  Switzerland  and  Ger- 
man Russia  arrive;  and  have  distributed  among  them  780 
Rcforinirtc  KirchcnzeitiDigoi  yearly,  or  1 5  copies  per  week, 
furthermore  per  year,  between  600  to  800  Kalcnder  dcr  Rc- 
forinirten  KircJie,  both  are  presented  to  our  mission  by  the 
Publishing  House  at  Cleveland,  and  about  5,000  tracts  with 
a  list  of  names  of  our  preachers,  presented  by  the  German 
Synod  of  the  East  and  North-west. 

While  working  among  the  immigrants,  we  have  opportu- 
nity to  ask  them  about  their  religious  standing  and  if  it  is 
not  possible  to  have  a  quiet  talk  with  them  at  the  landing, 
they  having  so  many  other  things  to  perform  in  the  great 
hurry  of  exchanging  money  and  railroad  tickets,  baggage  to 
be  checked,  etc.,  we  can,  however,  advise  thousands  of  them 
to  join  a  church  in  their  new  home,  to  praise  the  Lord  for 
His  given  protection  while  traveling  over  land  and  sea.  We 
trust  to  the  Lord  that  the  seed  sown  b)'  us  in  weakness,  will 
bear  fruit  to  His  glorification. 

In  case  we  meet  people  of  our  Reformed  faith,  we  send 
'notice  by  postal  card  to  the  pastor  of  the  place  of  their 
destination,  and  give  to  the  immigrant  the  full  address  of  our 
minister.  One  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy-four  cases 
have  been  directed  to  our  special  care  and  have  been  received 
by  us  and  forwarded  to  their  destinations.  The  above  num- 
ber only  includes  single  persons  and  heads  of  families. 
Most  of  these  people  were  young  and  unexperienced  girls, 
women  with  children  traveling  to  theirhusbands,  and  young, 
helpless  children  going  to  meet  their  parents.      It  is  not  an 
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easy  matter  to  guide  a  woman  with  children  (last  year  we 
had  one  with  eleven  children  alive)  through  all  the  necessary 
forms  at  the  landing  place  and  to  get  them  properly  started. 
Telegrams  have  to  be  sent,  heavy  baggage,  little  children 
have  to  be  carried,  in  many  cases  the  whole  family  has  to  be 
transferred'  to  New  York  and  lodging  provided  for  them  and 
many  other  things  have  to  be  done  by  a  harbor  missionary 
besides  looking  after  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  immigrants. 
At  the  arrival  in  the  city  of  New  York,^ so-called  "sharks" 
"are  waiting  to  rob  the  immigrants;  and  another  unpleasant 
thing  has  to  be  done  by  the  missionary,  and  that  is  to  guide 
the  travelers  safe  through  the  lines  of  the  hotel  runners, 
ticket  agents,  expressmen,  etc. 

A  peculiar  place  to  perform  our  mission  work  is  the  Deten- 
tion Room  at  Kllis  Island.  Kvery  immigrant  without  money 
or  helpless  in  any  other  wa)',  is  kept  in  this  room.  They  are 
very  thankful  for  religious  comfort,  sympathy  and  also  for  a 
tract,  a  New  Testament,  clothing  which  they  very  often 
need,  etc.  Such  detained  people  often  have  no  money, 
either  their  relatives  have  moved  away,  or  at  other  times  they 
can  not  send  tiie  means  when  they  are  communicated  with. 
Strong  farm  hands  are  kept  in  the  Detention  Room  to  be 
sent  back  to  the  old  country  in  case  they  can  not  get  situa- 
tions to  earn  tlieir  li\  iug.  As  many  of  our  members  in  the 
West  are  farmers  and  need  .strong,  healthy  people  for  help, 
we  had  opportunity  to  release  367  parties  (families  or  single 
people)  from  the  Detention  Room,  and  could  supply  them 
with  good  situations  with  the  families  of  our  church  members. 

It  is  not  possible  to  mention  all  the  help  we  could  give  in 
the  name  of  our  Lord  and  by  the  voluntary  donations  of  our 
friends  to  the  poor  people,  who  are  without  food  and  money, 
others  being  in  trouble,  having  sick  members  in  ther  families 
who  have  been  transferred  to  the  hospital  or  have  alread)-  died. 

If  all  work  at  the  landing  place  is  done,  we  have  still 
another  part  to  do  which  can  not  be  refu.sed.  Single  ladies 
or  an  old  mother  will  arrive  as  cabin  passengers  and  ask  us 
by  letter  very  earnest!}'  to  meet  her  and  to  help  her  at  the 
arrival  of  the  steamer.  At  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning  the 
cabin  w  ill  be  landed  antl  we  have  to  go  to  the  pier  of  the 
S.  S.  ^omi)anies.  Another  will  arrive  by  railroad  and  wants 
to  leave  for  l^urope;  we  had  to  wait  in  some  cases  until  ten 
o'clock  at  night  to  meet  them  at  the  railroad  depot. 
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Finally,  people  who  have  not  met  us  on  their  arrival  in 
this  country,  but  have  joined  our  church  at  their  destinations, 
communicate  with  us  in  order  to  have  their  baggage  looked 
after  (which  has  possibly  arrived  by  a  later  steamer  or  has 
gone  astray)  and  forwarded  to  them.  Another  instance  is 
this,  an  old  and  grieving  .  mother  having  an  only  son  or 
daughter  in  America,  who  is  destitute  or  wayward,  she  would 
like  to  assist  and  again  have  the  erring  child  brought  to  the 
proper  path,  but  can  not  intrust  the  means  to  him  or  her, 
she  then  advances  the  money  to  our  mission  with  the  request 
to  find  her  child,  clothe,  guide,  send  him  or  her  to  the  old 
country  again,  or  to  care  for  the  child  to  the  best  of  our 
abj-lity.  Such  requests  are  frequently  received  by  us,  and 
can  not  possibly  be  refused  by  a  Christian  Mission. 

The  labor  in  this  field  is  so  extended  and  various,  that  it 
can  not  be  properly  described  in  a  limited  report,  but  can 
only  be  comprehended  by  experience,  practice  or  personal 
observation. 

Although  I  am  convinced  that  our  labor  is  crowned  with 
blessing  and  success,  I  will  leave  this  for  the  brother  delegates 
to  testify  to,  who  have  seen  the  fruit  of  our  Mission.  We 
must  acknowledge  that  it  was  with  the  Lord's  helping  hand, 
whose  guiding  Spirit  we  have  at  all  times  felt,  that  we  done 
this  work. 

The  majority  of  our  work  is  among  the  Germans,  although 
we  often  have  occasion  to  work  among  people  speaking 
English  and  other  languages.  It  is,  however,  an  advantage 
to  our  English,  as  well  as  the  German  part  of  our  church,  for 
us  to  induce  the  immigrants  to  join  our  Reformed  Church,  as 
the  future  generation  will  certainly  give  the  language  of  their 
adopted  country  the  preference.  We  must  direct  our  Ger- 
man brethren  of  the  Reformed  faith  to  our  churches,  M'here 
they  can  worship  the  Lord  in  their  own  language;  should  we 
neglect  this  important  work,  other  denominations  are  ever 
ready  to  receive  them  with  open  arms,  they  being  represented 
at  the  landing  places  as  follows: 

There  are  six  representatives  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  which  has  three  Mission  Houses  for  immigrants; 
five  of  the  Lutheran  faith  with  two  Mission  Houses^  four 
Methodists,  three  Baptists,  three  Episcopals  ajnd  one  Tem- 
perance representative. 
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Hoping-  that  this  report  will  give  a  general  idea  of  the  work 
of  our  Harbor  Mission  to  you,  that  this  mission  will  have  the 
full  sympathy  of  the  Honorable  General  Synod,  and  that  you 
will  continue  to  remember  this  mission  in  your  prayers,  I 
am,  dear  brethren,  sincerely  yours  in  Christ, 

PAUL  SOMMERLATTE, 
Harbor  Missionary  at  New   York. 


3.      Report  of  Treasurer  of  Board  of  Home  Missions. 

Charles  Santee,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Board  of  Home 
Missions  of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States,  from  May  21,  i8qo  to  May  2j,  iSgj. 

DR. 

1.  Eastern  Synod  and  Potomac  Synod. — Aggregate  amount 

received  including  the  amount  received  from  the  treasuer.      $26,456  39 

2.  Synod  of  Ohio. — Aggregate  amount  received  including 

the  amount  received  from  the  treasurer $16,483  60 

3.  Synod  of  the  Interior. — Aggregate  amount  received,  in- 
cluding the  amount  received  from  the  treasur'&r Si, 881   31 

4.  Synod  of  Pittsburgh. — ^Aggregate   amount   received,  in- 

cluding the  amount  received  from  the  treasurer $10,834  87 

5.  Aggregate  amount  received  for  Harbor  Missions  $2,960  40 

6.  Aggregate  amount  received  for  Hungarian  Missions...  $3.9-'   7° 

7.  Aggrg|^ate— amotmt    received  from   Woman's  Missionary 

Societies,  from  July  2,  '90  to  May  23,  '93 $271   05 

8.  General    Synod's   income  from  interest  and  dividends  on 

investments.  Board  of   Home  Missions $633  75 

9.  Legacies  and  Bequests  $775  00 

10.  Sale   of   investments   belonging  to   the   Board  of    Home 

M  issions   $3,665  00 

$67,883  07 
Balance  on  hand  May  21,   18.^ $2,808  82 

$70,691   89 

CR. 

Disbursements  from  the  21st  of  May,  1890  to  May  23d,  1893,      $67,083  08 
Balance  in  hands  of  the  treasurer.  May  23d,  1893 $3,608  81 

$70,691  8t) 

Note.  After  my  report  was  plosed,  I  received  from  F.  W,  Hoff,  Treasurer  of  the  Syu- 
od  of  the  North  West,  ;^2.')  for  apportionment^for  Harbor  Missions,  N.  Y. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  SANTEE, 

Treasurer  B.  H.  M.  General  Synod. 

pHiLADi'-.Li'MiA,  May  23d,  1893. 
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legacies  and  i'.eouests  received. 

i8q2. 

March  5.  Per  Rev.  J.  J.  Leberman,  D.  D.,  Tr.  Synod  of 
Ohio,  from  estate  Rev.  B.  S.  Schneck,  D.  I).,  for  missions 
in  the  Western    States S475  00 

Aph      28.'    Per   S.    H.    Hemperly,    executor   from  estate  of 

Clementine  Stewart,  Myerstown,   Pa Sioo  00 

Aug.  9.  Per  Rev.  J.  J.  Leberman,  U.  I).,  'Tr.,  conthtional 
legacy  of  Mary  Alsbaugh,  Millgrove,  Indiana,  subject 
the  annual  interest  payment  of  Si 4 S200  00 


.S775  00 
The   above   legacies,    have  been  used  by  the  Church  Extension  Board, 
excelling  the  legacy  from  the  estate  of  S.    H.  Hemj^erly,   and  Mary   Als- 
baugh,  the  latter  a  condition  of  an  annual  interest- of  S14. 

INVESTMENTS  SOLD  l',EL(  )N(;iN(;  To  Till:   IJ.   H.  M.  (iENEKAL  SYNOD. 

1892.  . 

May  ().  Sale  of  one,  one  thousand  dollar  bond  of  the  Amer- 
ican -Steam  .Ship  Company,  and   premium 81,040  00 

1893. 

Feby.  4.     Sale  of  one,  one  thousand  dollar  Ixmd,  same  com- 

|>any  and  premium    81,030  00 

Feby.  4.     .Sale  of  twenty-nine  shares  Petmsxhania  Rail  Road 

Comjjany  (par  $50)  at  55 Si, 395  00 


83,665  00 

woman's    missionary    SOCIl.TlES. 

1 890. 

July      2.     Reformed  Churches  of  Lancaster,  Pa S37  50 

July    15.     Rev.    A.    G.  Lohman,  Ladies'  Aid,  Missionary    Society 

Hiawatha,    Kansas   20  00 

July   26.     Woman's  Missionary  Society,  Philadelphia,  Pa.^ 40  00 

July    26.     Woman's  Mi.ssionary  .Society,  Lancaster,  Ohio,  Chassis.  11  05 
1892. 

iMch.  26.     Mrs.  Alice  ^^^ult,  Tr.  W.  M.  S.  Mulberry,  Ind 16  45 

Mch.31.     Rev.  A.  Houtz,    Iv.  W.  M.  S   27  00 

May     9.     Rev.  A.  Houtz,    Tr.  W.  M.  S ". 27  00 

May    I9.     Rev.  A.  Houtz,  d'r.  W.  M.  .S.  for  Scranton  Mission    ...  39  88 

1893. 

Feb.      3.     NLss  L.  E.  Crann,  Tr.   W*.  M.  S.  .Mt.  Crawh.rd  Ch.  \'a.  15    17 

Mch.  31.     Rev.  John  M.  Kessler,  from  M4s.    I'..  C.  Peters,  Tr.  W. 

M.    Society 37  00 

*  $271  05 
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GKNF.RAL   SYNOD'S   INCOME    FROM    INTEREST   AND   DIVIDENDS   ON 
INVESTMENTS    BOARD   OF    HOME    MISSIOMS. 


1890. 

May 

29. 

Oct. 

I. 

Oct. 

2. 

Nov. 

29. 

Dec. 

2_ 

1891. 

Apr. 

I. 

May 

29. 

Oct. 

I. 

Nov. 

28. 

Dec. 

I. 

I8Q2. 

Apr. 

I. 

May 

28. 

Oct. 

I. 

Nov. 

19. 

SIX 

Dec. 

I. 

By  cash,  dividend  on  29  shares  Penna.  R.  R.  Co.  3  per  ct. 

By  cash,  Int.  on  American  .Steam  Ship  Co   

By  cash,  Int.  on  Dr.  Bucher  Legacy   . . 

By  cash,  Penna.  R.  R.  dividend,  29  shares   

By  cash,  Int.  on  Dr.  Bucher  Legacy 


By  cash.  Int.  on  Amer.  S.  S.  Co.,  $2,000   

By  cash,  Penna.  R.  R.  dividend   

By  cash,  Int.  on  Amer.  S.  S.  Co   

By  cash;  Penna.  R.  R.  Co.  dividend,  29  shares 
By  cash,  Int.  on  Bucher  legacy 


By  cash,  six  months  int.  Amer.  S.  S.  Co 

fey  cash,  dividend  Penna.  R.  R.  shares,  29  shares 

By  cash,  six  mtmths'  int.  on  Amer.  S.  S.  Co   

By  cash,  dividend  on  29  shares  Penna.  R.  R.  Co.,  for 

months 

By  cash,  Int.  on  the  Dr.  Bucher  legacy,  twelve  months. 


1893. 

Jan.  27.     C.   M.  Boush,  Treasurer  Synod  of  Pittsburgh,  Int.  six 
months  for  Lincoln,  Neb • 


60  00 
15  00 
36  25 
15  00 

60  00 

43  50 
60  00 

43  50 
30  00 

60  00 

43  50 
30  00 

43  50 
30  00 

$603  75 


30  00 

$633  75 


4.      Report  of  Treasurer  of  CJiiirch  Extension  Fund. 

C.  M.  BousH,   Treasurer   Church  Extension  Board  of  Home  Missions 
Reformed  Church. 

189I.  RECEIPTS.  DR. 

Jan.      7.     From    S.  C.  Remsberg,  Esq.,  Treasurer    Pittsburgh 

Synod's  Church  Extension  Board $     204  00 

Jan.      7.     From  proceeds  of  sale  of  St.   Mark's  Church,  East 

End   Pittsburgh 3,1 56  00 

Mch.  30.     From  J.  K.  Funk,  Esq.,  Treasurer  Lebanon  Classis  50  00 

Mch.  30.     From  Superintendent  Rev.  Fouse,  collections  ma^e.  6c;  30 

Apr.  20.          "                "                    "           "               "                "     •  1. 000  00 

Amount  carried  forward    S4.479  3^ 

7 
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Amount  brought  forward #4479  30 

May  20.  From  R.  F.  Alspach,  Treas.  Emanual's  Miss.  Soc, 
Upper  Sandusky 

June  24.  From  Pittsburgh  Synod  on  appt.  per  C.  M.  Boush, 
treasurer 

July  28.  From  Superintendent  Rev.  Fouse,  money  borrowed 
from  Hays  to  purchase  lot  at  Cumberland,  Md 

Aug.  10.     Rev.  B.  Bausman,  D.  D.,  (B.  Bausman  Building  Fund) 

Oct.  6.  From  Pittsburgh  Synod,  on  appt.  per  C.  M.  Boush, 
treasurer     

1892. 

Apr.  20.     From  Supt.  Fouse.Building  Fund  of  St.  Joseph  Classis, 

Apr.  20.         "         "  "  "  "      "  H.   L.  Diehl   

Apr.  20.         "         "  "  "  "      Tuscarawas  Classis, 

Apr.  20.  •       "         "  "  "  "      Synod  of  Interior.  . 

Apr.  20.  "  "  "  raised  in  Somerset  Classis  for  lot 
in  Cumberland,  Md 

Apr.  29.  From  Chas.  Santee,  Esq.,  (Chas.  Santee  Building 
Fund) 

May  II.  From  Chas.  Santee,  treas.,  portion  of  the  Sarah 
Brinker  F\md 

May  14.  From  Supt.  Rev.  Fouse,  Building  Fund  Tuscarawas 
Classis    

May  14.     From  Chas.  Santee,  treasurer,  (Dr.  Schneck's  legacy) 

May  16.  From  Chas.  Santee,  treasurer  for  West  Susquehana 
Classis 

May  24.  From  Supt.  Rev.  Fouse,  Building  Fund  of  Tuscar- 
awas Classis   

July  7.  From  Supt.  Rev.  Fouse,  Building  Fund  of  Tuscar- 
awas Classis 

Sept.  27.  From  Pittsburgh  Synod  on  appt.  per  C.  M.  Boush, 
treasurer  

Oct.  '5.  From  Supt.  Rev.  Fouse,  Building  Fund  Tuscarawas 
Classis 

Nov.  23.  From  W.  A.  Haas,  treasurer  West  Susquehana  Class- 
is,  on  appt 

1893. 

Jan.  23.  From  Rev.  E.  R.  Williard,  Building  Fund  Miami 
Classis 

Jan.  23.  From  Rev.  E.  R.  Williard,  Treasurer  Ohio  Synod's 
Church  Extension  Board   

Jan.   23.     Frpm  T.  F.  Stauffer,  to  pay  six  months"  interest  on 

loan  to  Faith  Reformed  Church,  Lincoln,  Neb 30  po 


15 

00 

300 

60 

600 

00 

500 

00 

200 

00 

500 

00 

500 

00 

230 

00 

11  I 

69  . 

619 

00 

500 

00 

1,000 

GO 

108 

35 

475 

00 

i?4 

17 

91 

65 

70 

00 

500 

00 

200 

00 

• 

72> 

96 

28 

47 

200 

00 

Amount  carried  forward .  .,  $1 1,054  59 
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Amount  brought  forward   $i  1,054  59 

Feb.    6.     From  Juo.  J.  Nissley,  Esq.,  Treasurer  Bi-Synodical 
Board,  loan  to    purchase  mortgage  on  church  at    Kansas 

City 2,200  00 

Feb.    Q.     From  Chas.  Santee,  Esq.,  treasurer,  loan  of  vested 

funds  to  purchase  mortgage  on  church  at  Kansas  City.  . . .      2,300  00 
Feb.  II.     From  Rev.  W.  A.  Haas,  Treasurer  W.  Susquehana 

Classis,  on  appt   45  44 

Mch.   2.     FrOm  Rev.  J.  H.  Bomberger,  Treasurer  East  Ohio 

Classis  Building  Fund 30  go 

Mch.    2.     From  Rev.  E.  R.  Williard,  Treasurer  Ohio  Synod's 

Church  Extension  Board   '  I4  35 

Mch.  10.     From  Rev.  E.  R.  Williard,  Treasurer  Ohio  Synod's 

Church  Extension  Board 103  74 

Apr.  10.     From  Supt.  Rev.  Fouse,  Building  Fund  of  East  Ohio 

Classis 235  00 

Apr.  10.     From  Supt.  Rev.  P\)use,  Building  Fund  of  Tuscarawas 

Classis 300  00 

Apr.  10.     From  Supt.  Rev.  Fouse,  Building  Fund  of  Lancaster 

Classis,  Ohio   1 12  45 

Ai)r.   10.     From  Supt.  Rev.  Fouse,  BuiUling  Fund  of  Synod  of 

the  Interior 5^  84 

Apr.  26.     From   Supt.    Rev.  Shuey,  interest   on   mortgage  of 

Kansas  City  Church 30  00 

Apr.  20.     From  Rev.  E.  R.  Williard,  Building  Fund  of  Miami 

Classis 39  59 

Apr.  28.     Fn)m  Rev.  E.  R.  Williartl,  Building  Fund  of  Miami 

Classis 1 24  60 

Apr.  28.     From  Rev.  E.  R.  Williard,  Building  Fund  of  East 

Ohio  Classis 23  00 

Apr.  2g.     From  Mrs.  Jas.  M.  Hood,  of  Frederick,  Md.,  (Mrs. 

Maria  SchoU  Building  Fund) 50000 

May  II.     From  Rev.  W.  A.  Haas,  Treasurer  W.  Suscjuehana 

Classis,  on  appt   5^  16 

May  13.     From   Rev.  E.   R.  Williard,  Building   Fund    Miami 

Classis 21  26 


$17,745  92 

l8gl.  DISBUKSKMENTS.  CK. 

Feb.     3.     Sent  draft  to  Rev.  E.  S.  Hassler  to  pay  balance  of 

purchase,  money  for  lot  at  Braddock,  Pa 200  00 

Feb.  3.  Rev.  E.  S.  Hassler  received  out  of  proceeds  from  sale 
of  St.  Mark's  Church,  East  End,  forwards  debts  on  church 

at   Bradd'K-k 656  00 

\ 

Amount  carried  forward 1^856  00 


300 

00 

2 

25 

52 

50 

500 

oo 

52 

50 

100 

Amount  brought  forward    $856  00 

Paid  taxes  on  Cleveland  property  for  1890 16  80 

Feb.     6.     Paid   to  B.  Wolff,  Jr.,  six  months'  interest  on   loan 

obtained  for  the  purchase  of  lot  at  Cleveland 52  50 

Apr.  20.     Paid  to  John  Auracher,  cashier,  to  apply  on  note  for 

money  borrowed  to  purchase  lot  at  Cleveland   1,000  00 

Apr.  20.  Sent  draft  to  Rev.  Jno.  H.  Prugh,  for  proceeds  out  of 
sale  of  St.  Mark's  Church,  East  End,  which  was  finally 
used  in  purchase  x)f  lot  and  erection  of  building  for  Hun- 
garian Mission  at  Pittburgh   2,500  00 

June  27.     Paid  to  E.  D.  Wingenroth  for  lot  in  Nodine  Park, 

Allegheny  County 

Paid  for  the  recording  of  the  deed  for  the  same   .... 

July  23.     Paid  to  B.  Wolff,  Jr.,  interest  on  loan 

Aug.  18.     Sent  to  Rev.  T.  F.  Stauffer,  first  payment  on  lot  in 

Lincoln,  Neb.,  (B.  Bausman  Fund)   

1892. 

Feb.  18.     Paid  to  B.  Wolff,  Jr.,  interest  on  loan   

Apr.  20.     Paid  per  Supt.   Fouse,  balance  of  debt  and  interest 

on  Auracher's  loan  for  purchase  of  lot  at  Cleveland 91 1   52 

Apr.  26.     Sent  to  Rev.  T.  F.  Stauffer,  second  payment  on  lot  at 

Lincoln,  (Chas.  Santee  Fund) 500  00 

Apr.  26.     Sent  to  same  loan  to  pay  balance  of  purchase  money 

for  lot  at    Lincoln,  term  five  years,  bearing  six    per  cent 

interest,  (Sarah  Brinker  Fund) 1,000  00 

May  16.     Sent  to  D.  F.  Greenawalt,  N.  Y.,  draft  to  purchase  lot 

at  Cumberland,  Md i  ,600  00 

July  26.     Paid  John  G.  Hays  debt  and  interest  of  loan  for  lot 

at  Cumberland 425  00 

July  26.     Paid  Phil  Hay  debt  and  interest  of   loan  for  lot  at 

Cumberland  ..;...    21250 

Nov.    I.     Sent  draft  to  S.  S.  Rickley,  Esq.,  first  payment  on  lot 

in  Columbus,  Ohio I.I33  33 

Nov.  23.     Paid  banker  Dick  discount  on  checks   25 

Dec.  28.     Paid  to  B.  Wolff,  Jr.,  interest  on  loan 52  50 

1893. 

Jan.   26.     Sent  to  Chas.  Santee,  treasurer,  interest  on  loan  to 

Faith    Reformed   Church,    Lincoln,  Neb.,  (Sarah    Brinker 

Fund) 30  00 

Feb.    3.     Sent  to  Jas.  W.  Hyde,  Esq.,  Attorney  at    F"reeport, 

retainer  in  Bohlender  will  case  10  00 

Feb.  10.     Sent  to  Rev.  S.  C.  Long  amount  of  back  taxes  on 

Braddock  property     9  85 

Feb.  10.     Sent  to  Rev.  D.  B.  Shuey,  Supt.,  to  purchase  first 

mortgage  on  St.  Paul's  Church,  Kansas  City 4,500  00 

Amount  carried  forward $15,717  50 
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Amount  brbught  forward $15,717  5° 

Mch.    2.     Paid  B.  Wolff,  Jr.,  interest  on  loan 52  50 

Apr.  26.     Sent  to  Jno.  J.  Nissley,  Esq.,  Treasurer  Bi-Synodic 

Board,  interest  on  loan  for  Kansas  City  mortgage 30  00 

Apr.  23.     Paid  banker  Dick  discount  on  checks 25 

Balance  of  cash  in  treasurer's  hand 1.945  67 

$17,745  92 
Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  M.  BOUSH, 
Treasurer  Church  Extension  Board. 

We,  the  undersigned  auditors,  respectfully  report  that  we 
have  examined  the  report  of  the  treasurer,  Elder  C.  M. 
Boush,  and  find  it  correct.  CHARLES  F.  KRIETE, 

JOHN  BACHMAN, 
HIRAM  C.  HOOVER. 
Reading,  Pa.,  May  24,  1893. 


II.        REPORT    OF    STANDING    COMMITTEE    ON    HOME    MLSSIONS. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Home  Missions,  during  the 
afternoon  session  on  the  eighth  day  of  the  sessions,  submit- 
ted their  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted,  together 
with  the  preceding  reports,  and  is  as  follows: 

Your  Committee  on  Home  Missions  would  respectfully 
offer  the  following  report: 

We  have  carefully  considered  the  documents  referred  to  us 
by  the  synods,  viz.:  The  report  of  the  Board  of  Home  Mis- 
sions; the  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Missions; 
the  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Church  Extension  Fund; 
the  report  of  the  Harbor  Missionary  at  New  York;  a  letter 
from  the  Rev.  J.  Muellhaupt  with  reference  to  our  Missions 
on  the  Pacific  Coast;  and  a  resolution  on  the  subject  of  Har- 
bor Missions  from  the  German  Synod  of  the  East.  We  also 
had  a  personal  interview  with  l^^lder  Paul  Sommerlatte,  the 
Harbor  Missionary  at  New  York,  and  the  Rev.  Paul  Schnatz, 
pastor  of  the  Martha  Memorial  Church  of  New  York. 

Taking  a  general  survey  of  the  field  of  missionary  opera- 
tions as  presented  by  the  Board  of  Home  Missions,  we  are 
confronted  by  a  condition  of  things  that  calls  for  devout  grat- 


102 

itude  to  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church  because  of  the  abun- 
dant blessing  which  He  has  caused  to  rest  upon  the  labors  of 
His  servants.  There  is  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of 
missions  under  the  care  of  the  Board,  a  healthy  growth  in 
the  missions  themselves,  and  a  decided  advance  in  the  con- 
tributions for  the  support  of  missions,  evincing  a  deeper  in- 
terest and  greater  liberality  on  the  part  of  the  church  than 
ever  before.  Eight  missions  have  become  self-supporting. 
The  total  number  now  enrolled  is  1 36,  an  increase  of  20. 
The  aggregate  amount  received  for  the  support  of  missions 
and  for  church  extension  during  the  last  three  years  is 
;^I49,793,  an  increase  of  1^25,405  over  the  receipts  for  the 
previous  three  years,  while  the  missions  themselves  have 
raised  for  congregational  use  ^233,946,  an  increase  of 
;^9i,i85. 

The  missionary  field  and  the  operation  of  the  Boards  are 
therefore,  in  themselves,  encouraging.  But  the  outlook  be- 
comes all  the  more  hopeful,  when  we  take  the  condition  of 
things  in  the  church  into  account.  The  unification  of  our 
missionary  operations  under  the  General  Synod's  Board,  has 
at  last  been  happily  consummated  so  far  as  the  English  Syn- 
ods are  concerned.  The  German  Synods  are  still  operating 
under  their  own  Boards;  but  here,  too,  the  way  is  opening 
for  hearty  co-operation,  and  even  if  these  synods  do  not  yet 
see  their  way  clear  to  an  actual  transfer  of  their  missions  to 
the  General  Board,  it  may  be  reasonably  expected  that  ob- 
stacles will  be  removed,  and  greater  harmony  of  action 
brought  about  until,  so  far  as  missionary  work  is  concerned, 
the  distinction  between  English  and  German  shall  cease  to 
exist.  The  plan  of  union  proposed  by  the  General  Board 
has,  in  its  main  features,  been  adopted  by  the  different  syn- 
ods, and  now,  in  the  harmonious  co-operation  of  the  General 
Board  and  the  Advisory  Boards  of  the  different  synods  all 
the  appliances  are  at  hand  for  a  better  organization  of  the 
work  than  ever  before  and  the  removal  of  misunderstandings, 
distrust,  and  friction  which  have  so  often  chilled  the  ardor  of 
those  who  should  have  been  the  warmest  friends  of  the  cause 
of  missions.  Let  us  pray  that  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church 
may  give  'wisdom  and  discretion  to  those  who  have  charge 
of  our  missionary  operations,  and  burning  zeal  to  all  our 
members,    so  that  our  contributions  may  be  increased,    our 
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work  enlarged,  and  His  name  glorified  in  all  the  borders  of 
our  Zion. 

The  work  among  the  Hungarians,  the  initial  steps  to  which 
were  proposed  three  years  ago,  has  proved  successful  and 
fruitful  beyond  expectation.  As  the  report  of  the  Board  of 
Missions  shows,  a  great  deal  has  already  been  accomplished 
and  there  seems  to  be  an  open  door  and  ample  opportunity 
for  the  attainment  of  great  results  among  this  class  of  people 
who  have  strong  claims  upon  our  sympathy  and  help. 

The  cause  of  Harbor  Missions  has  been  successfully  pros- 
ecuted, and  now,  under  the  earnest  and  prudent  labors  of 
the  missionary.  Elder  Paul  Sommerlatte,  is  beginning  to 
show  fruits  worthy  of  the  means  devoted  to  this  end.  There 
is  here,  first  of  all,  a  work  of  charity  to  be  performed  towards 
those  who,  as  members  of  our  own  household  of  faith,  plant 
their  feet  on  the  shores  of  the  New  World;  and  ministering 
to  their  temporal  and  spiritual  needs,  our  church  cannot  but 
feel  the  reflex  influence  of  what  is  done  "unto  the  least  of 
these."  But,  beyond  this,  there  is  evidence  to  show  that 
the  directions  and  help  given  to  immigrants  have  been,  and 
will  be  in  even  larger  measure  in  the  future,  helpful  to  our 
own  church  in  the  West  and  in  our  large  cities  where  we 
already  have  established  churches.  As  the  work  is  increas- 
ing on  the  hands  of  the  missionary  it  is  found  that  he  needs 
assistance,  and  an  increase  in  the  amount  appropriated  for 
the  support  of  this  mission  is  accordingly  asked  for  by  the 
German  Synod  of  the  East  under  whose  immediate  care  the 
operations  of  this  mission  are  carried  forward. 

Inasmuch  as  negotiations  are  now  under  way  between  the 
General  Synod's  Board  of  Home  Missions  and  the  German 
Boards  with  reference  to  the  missions  on  the  Pacific  Coast, 
it  is  deemed  best  to  leave  the  subject  of  these  missions  in  the 
hands  of  the  Boards  under  whose  auspices  they  are  carried 
forward.  With  respect  to  the  Martha  Memorial  Church  in 
New  York,  to  which  reference  is  made  in  the  report  of  the 
Board  of  Missions,  and  for  which  its  pastor,  the  Rev.  Paul 
Schnatz  earnestly  asks  relief,  we  can  only  call  attention  to 
the  matter  and  cordially  commend  it  to  the  charitable  consid- 
eration of  those  who  are  in  a  position  to  render  the  necessary 
assistance. 

On  the  basis  of  the  facts  thus  presented  your  committee 
would  respectfully  offer  the  following  resolutions: 
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Resolved,  That  we  have  heard  with  great  satisfaction  of  the 
success  which  has  attended  the  missionary  work  among  the 
Hungarians,  and  that  we  heartily  approve  of  the  arrange- 
ments made  by  the  Board  of  Missions  to  continue  and  enlarge 
this  work,  recommending  that  the  Board  apportion  such 
amounts  among  the  different  synods  as  may  be  needed  for  its 
successful  prosecution,  and  that  all  our  churches  be  re- 
quested through  the  synods  and  classes  to  give  their  earnest 
sypport  to  these  missions  by  their  prayers  and  contributions. 

Resolved,  That  we  approve  of  the  work  carried  forward 
among  the  immigrants  in  the  harbor  of  New  York  City  and 
desire  its  continuance  under  its  present  management;  and  we 
recommend  that  the  sum  of  ^3,000  be  apportioned  for  the 
support  of  this  mission  for  the  next  three  years. 

Resolved,  That  we  rejoice  to  know  that  the  contributions 
of  the  church  for  the  support  of  missions  have  increased,  and 
that  larger  funds  have  been  secured  for  church-building.  We 
recommend  the  apportionment  of  such  amounts  by  the  Gen- 
eral Bqard  among  the  different  synods  which  operate  through 
it,  as  may  be  necessary,  in  its  judgment,  both  for  the  support 
of  the  missions  under  its  care  and  the  continued  prosecution 
of  church-building  on  the  basis  of  the  plan  already  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  unification  of  the  missionary 
operations  of  all  the  English  Synods  of  the  church  under  the 
General  Board,  we  earnestly  call  for  the  hearty  co-operation 
of  all  parts  of  the  church  in  the  work  which  is  so  auspicious- 
ly opening  before  us.  And  we  urge  upon  pastors  in  the 
East  in  case  any  of  their  members  are  removing  to  the  West, 
to  give  notice  of  such  removal  to  the  missionaries  stationed 
at  the  points  to  which  they  remove,  in  order  that  their  pres- 
ence may  be  known  and  their  interest  secured  in  the  church 
of  their  fathers. 

Resolved,  That  we  again  recorrimend  the  formation  of  Mis- 
sionary Societies  wherever  it  is  practicable,  in  order  that 
missionary  intelligence  may  be  diffused,  greater  interest  in 
the  cause  awakened,  and  larger  contributions  secured  for  this 
important  branch  of  our  work  Vv'hich,  more  than  anything 
else  indicates  the  very  throbbing  of  the  heart  of  the  church. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  S.  STAHR,  CJiainnan. 


105 

On  motion,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted: 
Resolved,  That  the  hearty  thanks  of  the  General  Synod  be 
extended  to   Elder  Charles  Santee  for  his  long  and  faithful 
services  rendered  the  church  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions. 


The  Eastern  Synod,  according  to  item  8  in  the  report  of 
the  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  said  Synod,  over- 
tured  the  General  Synod  to  constitute  the  Board  of  Home 
Missions  with  reference  to  the  geographical  location  of  its 
members.  This  item  as  to  subject-matter  was  referred  to  a 
special  committee  consisting  of  Revs.  Jerome  B.  Henry,  Dr. 
\Vm.  A.  Hale  and  Elder  Samuel  Hoeflich.  This  committee 
subsequently  presented  the  following  report,  which  was 
received  and  adopted: 

Your  special  committee  to  whom  was  referred  an  overture 
in  item  8  of  the  Eastern  Synod,  begs  leave  to  submit  its 
report: 

The  Eastern  Synod  overtures  the  General  Synod  so  to 
constitute  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  that  the  members 
may  be  geographically  as  near  to  each  other  as  practicable, 
and  at  the  same  time  that  they  shall  represent  as  fully  as  pos- 
sible the  portions  of  the  church  from  which  is  received  the 
largest  financial  support  for  the  cause  of  Home  Missions. 

Your  committee  has  carefully  considered  the  two  parts  of 
this  overture,  and  would  recommend  that  the  General  Synod 
shall,  in  constituting  its  Board  of  Home  Missions,  aim  to 
secure  the  greatest  possible  "efficiency  in  the  administration  of 
the  affairs  of  that  board.  ' 

As  it  is  desirable  to  have  the  various  interests  of  the 
church  represented  on  the  board,  and  also,  for  the  sake  of 
convenience  and  economy,  to  have  the  members  of  the  board 
located  as  near  to  each  other  as  practicable,  your  committee 
would  further  recommend  thai;  General  Synod's  Board  of 
Home  Missions  be  located  at  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and  that  pensons 
be  placed  in  nomination  for  this  board  with  reference  to 
efficiency  and  economy. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JEROME  B.  HENRY.  Chair mau. 
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III.        FOREIGN    MISSIONS TRIENNIAL    REPORTS. 

I .      Report  of  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions. 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  CJuirch  in  the  United 
States  : 

Fathers  and  Brethren: — On  the  adjournment  of  Gen- 
eral Synod  at  Lebanon,  Pa.,  June  5,  1890,  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  of  Foreign  Missions  convened,  according  to 
its  regular  order,  for  re-organization  for  the  coming  term  of 
three  years,  in  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  on  June  loth,  1890.  The 
names  of  the  persons  elected  by  General  Synod  to  serve  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  in  place  of  those  whose  time  had 
expired,  were  enrolled  as  members  of  the  board,  to  wit: 
Revs.  A.  R.  Bartholomew,  S.  G.  Wagner,  D.  D.,  John  H. 
Prugh,  P.  Greding,  D.  D.,  and  Elders  Benjamin  Kuhns  and 
Jos.  L.  Lemberger. 

The  board  was  re-organized  by  the  re-election  of  Rev.  C. 
Z.  Weiser,  D.  D.,  President;  Rev.  N.  Gehr,  D.  D.,  Vice 
President;  Rev.  A.  R.  Bartholomew,  Secretary,  and  Elder 
R.  F.  Kelker,  Treasurer.  The  Executive  Committee  was 
constituted  by  the  election  of  Elders  Benjamin  Kuhns  and 
Jos.  L.  Lemberger  to  serve  with  the  officers  of  the  board  as 
that  committee. 

The  treasurer,  Elder  R.  F.  Kelker,  and  the  secretary, 
Rev.  A.  R.  Bartholomew,  much  to  the  regret  of  the  board, 
signified  their  desire  to  be  released  from  the  duties  of  their 
respective  offices.  Elder  R.  F.  Kelker,  because  of  the  grow- 
ing cares  and  infirmities  of  age  and  the  sad  weight  of 
domestic  affliction;  and  Secretary  Rev.  A.  R.  Bartholomew, 
because  of  the  pressing  duties  of  his  pastoral  relation,  which 
he  coilld  not  feel  at  liberty  to  relinquish.  Subsequently 
these  wishes  were  presented  to  the  board  in  the  form  of 
formal  resignations,  both  of  which,  with  much  reluctance,  it 
felt  constrained  to  accept.  The  office  of  treasurer  was  filled 
by  the  election  of  Elder  Jos.  L.  Lemberger,  of  Lebanon, 
Pa.,  who  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  the  members  of  the 
board  was  induced  to  accept  the  office.  And  both  the  board 
and  the  church  have  abundant  reason  to  be  thankful,  in  view 
of  the  zeal  and  efficiency  with  which  he  has  administered  his 
trust. 

In  seeking  a  person  for  the  office  of  secretary  it  was  felt  to 
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be  desirable  to  secure  one,  if  possible,  from  the  Synod  of  the 
Potomac,  as  that  synod  was  without  a  clerical  representative 
in  the  board.  To  facilitate  the  realization  of  this  desire, 
Rev.  S.  G.  Wagner,  D.  D.,  of  his  own  motion,  tendered  his 
resignation  as  a  member  of  the  board,  to  take  effect  imme- 
diately. His  resignation  was  accepted,  whereupon  Rev.  S. 
N.  Callender,  D.  D.,  of  the  Potomac  Synod,  was  unani- 
mously elected  to  fill  the  vacancy,  and  also  as  Secretary  of 
the  board.  With  what  energy  and  efficiency  he  has  served 
in  his  office  the  church  knows  full  well.  These  changes  in 
the  Board  of  Officers  caused  corresponding  changes  in  the 
Executive  Committee,  inasmuch  as  that  committee  is  to  con- 
sist of  the  officers  and  two  additional  members.  The  vacan- 
cies were  filled  by  the  treasurer  and  secretary-elect,  taking 
the  places  respectively  of  the  retiring  officers,  and  the  election 
of  ex-Treasurer  Kelker  to  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  transfer 
of  Elder  Joseph  L.  Lemberger  to  the  treasureship. 

The  harmony  of  the  board  and  its  officers  rendered  it  a 
pleasure  for  all  to  attend  the  stated  and  the  special  meetings. 
The  business,  often  of  grave  import  and  consequence,  which 
from  time  to  time  claimed  consideration,  was  dispatched  with 
promptness  and  Christian  unity.  And  with  hearty  thanks- 
giving the  brethren  met,  and  parted  to  meet  again. 

OUR    W^OKK     IN    JAP.AN    AND    ITS     PROGRESS — OUR    EDUCATIONAL 

POLICY. 

The  educational  policy  w^hich,  with  the  approbation  of 
General  Synod,  was  adopted  at  an  early  day  after  the  remov- 
al of  our  mission  to  Sendai,  has  been  productive  of  results 
fully  justifying  the  wisdom  of  its  adoption.  This  policy  was 
to  raise  up  a  native  ministry  on  the  one  hand,  and  to  qualify 
native  women  for  such  offices  of  Christian  work  as  properly 
fell  to  them  in  missionary  effort,  and  at  the  same  time  more 
broadly  to  train  them  for  the  realization  of  a  full  Christian 
womanhood.  This  work  was  commenced  some  seven  years 
ago  upon  an  exceedingly  humble  scale.  It  required,  how- 
ever, but  a  brief  experience  to  certify  to  the  wisdom  and 
efficiency  of  the  scheme.  The  concourse  of  students,  both 
male  and  female  soon  overflowed  the  limited  provision  at 
hand  for  their  reception  and  instruction,  and  unmistakably 
indicated  the  necessity  of  speedil)-  enlarged  facilities.      At  an 
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early  date  ample  provision  was  made  for  the  Girls'  School  in 
the  erection  of  suitable  buildings.  An  early  effort  was  also 
made  to  make  provision  for  the  Training  School.  This  was 
put  forth  by  the  self-sacrificing  and  charitable  spirit  of  Rev. 
W.  E;  Hoy  and  his  estimable  wife  in  the  erection  of  the  Rev. 
John  Ault  Memorial  Hall  at  their  own  private  cost.  For 
awhile,  but  only  for  a  little  while,  did  it  seem  that  adequate 
provision  had  been  made.  For  scarcely  were  its  doors 
opened  until  its  capacity  was  over-taxed,  and  the  necessity 
for  an  enlarged  and  more  complete  equipment  became  clearly 
apparent. 

At  this  juncture  the  board  felt  itself  confronted  with  per- 
haps the  gravest  question,  at  least  in  its  financial  aspect, 
which  it  had  been  called  upon  to  canvass  and  decide.  And 
it  was  only  after  the  most  mature  and  prayerful  consideration, 
and  not  without  the  counsel,  advice  and  approbation  of  the 
General  Synod,  that  it  resolved,  with  faith  in  the  church  and 
trust  in  God,  to  enter  upon  the  erection  of  a  large  and  com- 
modious seminary  building.  This  enterprise  was  inaugurated 
and  carried  forward  at  the  expense  of  the  most  laborious  and 
self-denying  toil  on  the  part  of  the  missionaries,  and  in  the 
midst  of  great  financial  stringency  and  want.  The  building 
reached  its  completion  in  the  fall  of  1891.  We  now  have  a 
substantial  brick  edifice  of  beautiful  design  and  structure — 
the  most  complete  and  imposing  Christian  educational  build- 
ing in  Northern  Japan.  Its  extreme  length  is  about  97  feet, 
and  its  greatest  depth  about  6"  feet.  It  has  two  main  floors, 
with  a  third  and  fourth  in  the  tower.  It  contains  a  chapel 
36x48  feet,  together  with  an  annex,  separated  by  sliding 
doors,  of  26x20  feet,  making  the  length  of  the  chapel  and 
annex  68  feet.  It  has  a  library  room,  and  counting  the 
annex  to  the  chapel  as  one,  it  has  seven  recitation  rooms, 
besides  the  tower  rooms  on  the  third  and  fourth  floors,  which 
are  about  20x20  feet.  The  cost  of  the  building  was  the 
exceedingly  small  sum  of  ;$7,356.25. 

Before  the  removal  of  the  school  into  the  new  building, 
which  took  place  in  the  fall  of  1891,  the  number  of  students 
was  31.  The  first  year  of  its  occupancy  the  number  increased 
to  109,  and  during  the  second — the  present  year — the  num- 
ber has  mounted  up  to  170.  After  the  removal  into  the  new 
building  the  great  increase  in  the  number  of  students  exceeded 
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the  ability  of  the  then  teaching  force  to  meet  the  necessities 
of  the  case  without  an  exhausting  over-tax  upon  the  strength 
of  the  teachers.  This  called  forth  an  earnest  request  from 
the  mission  to  the  board  to  reinforce  them  by  sending  out 
one  or  two  additional  teachers.  To  this  request  the  board 
felt  itself  compelled  to  decline  acquiescence,  in  view  of  the 
inadequacy  of  the  financial  resources  at  its  con^imand.  But 
when  at  the  opening  of  the  present  school  year  the  number 
of  students  reached  about  170,  it  was  felt  that  a  refusal  to 
send  out  at  least  one  additional  teacher  could  no  longer  be 
adhered  to  without  disastrous  results  to  both  the  school  and 
the  overworked  teachers  on  the  ground.  It  was  at  this 
juncture  and  under  this  pressure  that  the  board,  relying  upon 
the  faith  of  the  church,  resolved  to  commission  another  mis- 
sionary, which  resolution  found  its  realization  in  the  going 
out  of  Rev.  Henry  K.  Miller,  of  Reading,  Pa.  He  was 
ordained  upon  the  occasion  of  the  farewell  services  in  St. 
Paul's  Memorial  Church,  of  that  city,  September  8,  1892,  by 
a  committee  of  Schuylkill  Classis.  On  the  27th  day  of  the 
same  month  he  sailed  for  Japan  and  reached  Sendai  October 
18,  1892,  He  at  once  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  his 
duties  as  a  teacher  in  the  Tohoku  Gakuin,  in  so  far  as  his 
want  of  knowledge  of  the  Japanese  language  would  allow 
him.  The  teaching  force  of  the  institution  has  been  further 
increased  by  the  employment  of  Rev.  K.  Kumagaye,  a 
native  of  Japan,  but  educated  in  this  country.  He  was  a 
classmate  of  Rev.  H.  K.  Miller  in  the  Union  Theological 
Seminary,  New  York  City.  With  these  additions  the  teach- 
ing force  is  full,  and  for  the  present  proportions  of  the 
Tohoku  Gakuin  is  adequate. 

With  the  growth  of  our  Training  School  the  necessity  of 
a  more  perfect  organization  in  all  its  departments  became 
obvious.  This  was  especially  the  case  with  the  curriculum. 
This  has  been  thoroughly  re-organized  and  now  comprises 
full  preparatory  and  collegiate  courses  and  an  equally  full 
theological  course. 

A  large  percentage  of  the  170  students  are  non-Christian, 
who  seek  the  advantages  of  the  preparatoj-y  and  collegiate 
courses.  These  have  been  gladly  received,  for  they  do  not 
interfere  with  the  training  of  those  who  are  candidates  for 
the  ministry.  It  was  felt  that  being  educated  in  an  institution 
distinctively  Christian,  they  would  imbibe  Christian  principles 
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which  would  not  fail  to  influence  their  lives  and  the  lives  of 
those  who  might  come  under  their  influence,  and  thus  pre- 
pare them  for  a  more  ready  acceptance  of  Christianity.  Now 
that  our  Tohoku  Gakuin  has  come  to  be  an  established  fact, 
that  it  has  won  the  approval  of  the  civil  authorities,  and  has 
come  to  be  looked  upon  as  an  imposing  and  inviting  educa- 
tional center  in  all  Northern  Japan,  the  outlook  is  for  a  con- 
tinued and  increasing  inflow  of  this  class  of  non-Christian 
students.  Should  this  prove  to  be  the  case,  together  with  a 
corresponding  increase  of  candidates  for  the  Christian  minis- 
try, it  is  very  clear  that  the  time  is  not  remote  when  our  ed- 
ucational plant  will  prove  insuflicient  for  the  demands  made 
upon  it.  Hence  the  board  is  impressed  with  the  fact  that 
we  have  reached  a  point  when  it  becomes  us  to  take  our 
bearings — when  there  must  be  a  fuller  interpretation  of  the 
educational  policy  adopted  by  this  General  Synod  several 
years  ago.  This  interpretation  the  board  now  most  respect- 
fully asks  your  reverend  body  to  give  it.  Was  it,  and  is  it 
now,  the  mind  of  this  General  Synod  that  its  educational 
policy  should  have  primary  reference  to  the  education  of 
young  men  for  the  ministry,  and  the  impartation  of  collegiate 
instruction  to  others  as  this  might  be  done  concomitant  with, 
and  in  subordination  to,  this  primary  purpose?  Or  was  it  its 
design  to  gradually  push  forward  to  the  establishment  of 
large  and  broad  collegiate  institutions  for  the  impartation  of 
secular  education,  leavened,  of  course,  with  the  Christian 
spirit  and  life?  The  board  asks  your  reverend  body  for  in- 
structions, whether  as  now  having  institutions  adequate  to 
the  training  of  a  native  ministry,  and  the  education  of  a  lim- 
ited number  seeking  merely  a  collegiate  education,  it  shall 
for  tlie  time  being  give  special  attention  to  the  advancement 
of  our  evangelistic  work,  through  the  ministry  of  the  students, 
as  from  year  to  year  they  complete  their  theological  course; 
or  shall  we  look  forward  to,  and  employ  means  for  the  en- 
largement and  increase  of  our  college  facilities,  with  the  ulti- 
mate view  of  large  and  commanding  institutions  of  this  latter 
class?  This  latter  policy,  it  will  be  observed,  would  contem- 
plate the  acquisition  of  additional  grounds,  and  sooner  or 
later  the  erection  of  large  and  commodious  buildings  for  the 
college  and  for  the  preparatory  department,  with  necessary 
dormitories,  etc.,  and  an  addition  of  two  or  three  American 
teachers. 
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The  board  has  not  yet  entered  upon  any  thorough  discus- 
sion of  the  question.  It  has,  however,  been  pressed  upon  it 
by  the  urgent  suggestions  of  one  or  two  members  of  the  mis- 
sion, and  in  view  of  the  financial  embarrassments  and  Umita- 
tions  under  which  it  unhappily  labors,  it  turns  to  your  rever- 
end body  for  instructions.  It  begs,  however,  to  add  at  this 
point,  for  the  information  of  General  Synod,  that  the  cost  of 
both  the  Girls'  School  and  the  Tohoku  Gakuin  buildings  is 
this  day  practically  unpaid,  that  is,  they  are  paid  for  with 
borrowed  money. 

THE  girls'  school. 

The  Girls'  School  is  at  the  present  time  in  a  very  vigorous 
and  healthy  condition.  Its  present  number  of  scholars  is  45. 
It  fell  to  the  lot  of  this  school,  however,  within  the  last  three 
years  to  pass  through  a  trying  experience,  not  unusual  to 
similar  institutions  in  Japan,  in  some  cases  to  their  serious 
injury.  The  anti-foreign  feeling  exhibited  itself  among  some 
of  the  girls,  who  at  the  instigation  of  outside  parties,  assumed 
an  attitude  of  insubordination  and  made  the  demand  that  the 
school  be  placed  under  Japanese  control  and  management. 
To  earnest  endeavors  to  reason  with  them  and  reconcile  them 
to  the  established  order  they  proved  incorrigible.  Nothing 
remained  but  to  assert  the  authority  of  the  board  in  the  per- 
son of  Miss  Lizzie  R.  Poorbaugh,  by  resorting  to  a  necessary 
act  of  discipline  in  the  expulsion  of  five  leading  scholars. 
Making  an  example  of  these  active,  misguided  and  incorri- 
gible malcontents  had  the  desired  effect,  and  by  degrees 
order  and  harmony  were  again  restored.  The  board  approv- 
ed the  disciplinary  act,  and  authorizing  its  repetition  in  case 
of  necessity,  instructing  the  principal  to  make  it  known  that 
in  the  event  of  its  being  necessitated  to  surrender  the  man- 
agement of  the  school,  all  appropriations  would  be  withheld. 
This  seems  to  have  settled  the  matter,  and  the  order  of  the 
school  has  assumed  its  normal  condition.  To  this  disturb- 
ance may,  no  doubt,  be  attributed  the  f;^ct  that  the  number 
of  scholars  now  is  only  some  five  more  than  it  was  three 
years  ago. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  at  the  last  General  Synod  a  re- 
quest from  the  Girls'  School  was  reported  for  an  increase  in 
the  teaching  force.  The  board  felt  the  importance  of  grant- 
ing the  request,  in  view  of  the  exceedingly  exacting  and  ex- 
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hausting  labors  which  devolved  upon  the  Misses  Poorbaugh. 
But  it  was  unable  to  make  a  favorable  response,  because  of 
the  want  ot  means.  And  it  was  only  after  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Society  of  the  General  Synod  stepped  forward 
and  assumed  the  support  of  an  additional  lady  missionary 
that  the  way  was  opened  for  sending  out  Miss  Mary  C.  Hol- 
lowell,  of  Chambersburg,  Pa.,  who  sailed  from  Vancouver, 
Oct.,  25,  1891,  and  reached  Yokohama,  Japan,  Nov.  8,  1891. 
To  its  surprise  and  deep  regret,  the  Misses  Poorbaugh  ap- 
prised the  board  of  their  desire  to  retire  permanently  from 
the  positions  they  have  so  satisfactorily  and  efficiently  filled, 
at  the  close  of  the  present  school  year.  Efforts  were  made 
to  dissuade  them  from  taking  the  step,  but  in  consequence 
of  enfeebled  health  and  other  urgent  reasons  they  declined 
all  overtures  to  change  their  purpose.  The  board  took  early 
steps  to  secure  a  successor,  but  failed  of  success.  In  the 
emergency  in  which  it  found  itself  it  resolved  to  place  the 
Girls'  School  under  the  control  of  the  mission,  and  appointed 
Rev.  J.  P.  Moore,  D.  D.,  Principal,  and  Mrs.  Anna  M. 
Moore,  Vice-Principal.  They  will  enter  upon  these  positions 
at  the  end  of  the  present  school  year  upon  the  retirement  of 
the  Misses  Poorbaugh.  This  arrangement  is  not  designed 
to  be  permanent,  but  it  may  continue  for  several  years. 
Meanwhile  the  board  would  be  glad  to  receive  the  names  of 
persons  'as  candidates  for  appointment,  so  that  when  the 
time  comes  that  their  services  may  be  needed,  ijt  may  know 
where  to  find  suitable  and  willing  persons. 

EVANGELISTIC    WORK. 

Rev.  J.  P.  Moore,  D.  D.,  has  heretofore  occupied  the  po- 
sition of  principal  of  the  evangelistic  work.  His  absence 
from  the  field  of  his  labor  for  the  last  eighteen  months  has 
not,  however,  inured  to  the  detriment  of  that  branch  of  our 
service.  The  brethren,  Revs.  Oshikawa,  Hoy  and  Schneder, 
aided  by  the  native  evangelists  and  by  several  of  the  ad- 
vanced students  in  the  theological  department  of  the  Tohoku 
Gakuin,  have,  by  assuming  extra  work,  efficiently  carried 
forward  the  service  of  preaching  the  gospel  to  the  people. 
The  fruits  of  this  labor  during  the  last  three  years  have  not 
been  as  abundant  as  we  would  be  glad  to  report.  This  is 
equally  true  in  the  experience  of  other  missions  in  Japan. 
The  causes  equally  affecting  all,  were  primarily  of  a  political 
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and  racial  character.  Tlic  change  of  form  in  the  governinent 
of  the  lOmpire,  by  which  a  people  previously  excluded  wtre 
suddenly  admitted  to  an  influential  voice  in  governmental 
affairs,  filled  the  whole  nation  with  excitement  and  inflamed 
their  patriotism.  This  served  largely  to  divert  attention 
from  Christianity  which,  previously,  was  growing  to  be  an 
absorbing  interest.  Added  to  this,  the  unwillingness  of  the 
western  nations  to  consent  to  a  revision  of  treaties,  which  to 
the  Japanese  was  essential  to  the  maintenance  of  their  nation- 
al honor  and  sovereignty,  was  regarded  as  a  national  wrong 
and  indignity,  and  their  patriotic  feeling  took  the  form  of 
hostility  to  the  western  peoples,  as  partur/>s  criniiiiis  in  what 
they  conceived  to  be  an  outrage  perpetrated  upon  them. 
The  anti-foreign  feeling  which  speedily  arose  confounded 
Christianity,  which  it  regarded  as  a  foreign  religion,  with  the 
foreigners  themselves,  and  included  them  in  a  common  con- 
demnation. The  result  was  that  for  awhile  Christianity 
seemed  powerless  to  commend  itself  to  the  national  judg- 
ment. It  was  discarded  by  many,  and  not  a  few  who  had 
made  a  profession  of  it  either  waxed  cold  in  their  profession 
or  turned  entirely  aside.  The  wonder  then  is,  not  that  there 
was  a  marked  decrease  in  the  number  of  conversions,  but 
that  in  the  midst  of  such  a  whirlwind  of  excitement  our  holy 
religion  should  be  able,  not  only  to  hold  its  number  intact, 
but  actually  to  make  a  small  increase.  That  such  was  the 
fact  we  hav.e  reason  for  profound  gratitude  to  our  Lord  and 
Master.  This  sufficiently  accounts  for  the  fact  that  our  pres- 
,  ent  membership  does  not  show  a  larger  advance  upon  the 
number  reported  three  years  ago.  Besides,  during  this  in- 
terval the  Mombetsu  Church,  comprising  121  members,  was 
transferred  to  the  mission  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  Amer- 
ica, and  is  dropped  out  of  our  statistics.  We  have  not  only 
held  our  own  through  all  this  tempest  of  prejudice  and  ex- 
citement, but  are  able  to  show  an  increase  of  between  two 
and  three  hundred  members. 

These  unhappy  causes  of  hindrance  are  gradually  passing 
away.  The  people  are  again  turning  respectfully  and  inquir- 
ingly to  Christianity,  and  the  outlook  is  bright  with  promise. 
At  the  same  time  we  find  our  work  in  a  most  assuring  and 
encouraging  condition.  Our  candidates  for  the  ministry, 
who  have  been  patiently  year  after  year  pursuing  their  studies, 
are  now  coming  out  at  the  completion  of  their  course.  And 
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with  each  commencement  day  we  will  have  a  reinforcement 
of  native  evangelistic  workers.  We  need  not  pause  to  re- 
mark what  will  be  realized  in  the  future  should  the  present 
movements  go  forward  uninterruptedly.  It  were  well  to 
note,  however,  the  fact  that  this  growth  and  expansion  of 
our  work  will  require  a  yearly  increase  of  means,  and  ulti- 
mately one  or  two  additional  missionaries  to  superintend  this 
widening  field  of  operations.  It  were  well  for  our  Reformed 
Church  to  awake  to  the  significance  and  comprehension  of 
our  work  in  Japan,  and  to  a  consciousness  of  the  solemnity 
and  reach  of  the  mission  which  God  has  intrusted  in  our 
hands. 

FINANCES. 

It  is  only  about  fourteen  years  since  the  regular  organiza- 
tion of  our  mission  work  in  Japan.  Prior  to  that  time  our 
church  found  its  energies  so  employed  as  to  yield  but  a  very 
limited  care  to  the  subject  of  Foreign  Missions.  For  several 
years  after  its  entrance  upon  this  work  in  Japan  it  was  of 
such  a  limited  character  as  scarcely  to  arouse  its  energies  and 
enlist  them  actively.  After  the  adoption  of  our  present  ed- 
ucational policy,  some  seven  years  ago,  the  progress  has  been 
indeed  surprising,  and  the  church  has  not  only  failed  to  keep 
pace  with  it,  but  seems  only  now  to  be  awaking  to  any  just 
conception  of  its  significance  and  growing  magnitude.  That 
there  is  a  growing  sense  of  the  necessity  of  enlarged  activity 
and  an  increased  provision  of  necessary  means,  the  Board  is 
happy  in  observing.  But  the  movement  in  this  regard  in  our 
eminently  conservative  body  has  been  too  slow  to  meet  the 
rapidly  increasing  wants  of  the  work.  This  has  been  man- 
ifest especially  for  the  last  three  or  four  years.  The  Board, 
although  finding  the  means  placed  at  its  disposal  inadequate 
to  meet  the  needs  of  the  mission,  did  not  feel  itself  at  liberty 
to  arrest  the  work  and  hold  it  rigidly  within  the  limits  of  its 
available  resources,  but  believing  that  the  church  would  duly 
respond  to  the  requirements  of  a  continued  onward  progress, 
resolved  that  it  would  obey  what,  to  it,  were  the  manifest 
leadings  of  Divine  Providence,  and  it  moved  forward  at  the 
expense  of  incurring  a  debt.  Of  the  existence  of  this  deficit 
in  our  finances  the  church  has  been  most  distinctly  informed 
and  earnestly  solicited  to  furnish  the  means  for  its  liquidation. 
To  this  solicitation,  the  Board  is  sorry  to  have  to  say,  there 
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lias  been  not  only  no  adequate  response,  but  that  the  in- 
creasing- prosperity  of  the  work  has  been  so  marked  that  the 
increase  of  contributions  has  been  more  than  absorbed,  so 
that  at  the  present  time  the  yearly  receipts  are  less  than  the 
necessary  current  expenses.  In  other  words  our  indebted- 
ness is  constantly  increasing.  It  has  now  reached  the  sum 
of  about  $13,000  to  ;$ 1 5,000. 

This  state  of  our  monetary  affairs  has  been  reached,  not- 
withstanding the  strenuous  efforts  of  the  board  to  secure  a 
more  favorable  condition.  It  was  in  pursuance  of  these 
efforts  that  it  was  induced  to  anticipate  by  a  year  Rev.  J.  P. 
Moore's  furlough,  hoping  that  as  the  result  of  his  labors  in 
visiting  our  charges  aud  congregations,  and  setting  forth  the 
surprising  successes  of  our  work  in  Japan,  and  emphasizing 
the  necessity  of  a  more  vigorous  activity  in  the  home  church 
if  our  progress  should  not  be  retarded,  there  Avould  be  a 
revival  of  the  spirit  of  missions  and  a  more  adequate  pro- 
vision made.  He  landed  in  this  country  in  September,  1891, 
and  betook  himself  at  once,  aided  most  efficiently  by  Mrs. 
Moore,  most  laboriously  to  his  task,  visiting  extensively  from 
the  east  to  the  extreme  northwestern  section  of  the  church. 
The  board  held  him  longer  than  he  wished  to  remain  in  this 
country,  that  he  might  the  more  thoroughly  canvass  the 
church.  That  the  labors  of  Rev.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Moore  were 
productive  of  happy  and  beneficial  results,  is  beyond  ques- 
tion, but  not  sufficiently  so  as  to  meet  the  rapidly  growing 
wants  of  our  mission  work,  and  at  the  same  time  reliex^e  it  of 
its  financial  burdens.  He  remains  in  our  midst  until  after 
the  adjournmment  of  this  synod,  when  he  and  his  estimable 
wife  will  return  to  Japan  to  enter  upon  the  new  sphere  of 
labor  assigned  to  them. 

The  estimates  for  the  coming  year,  the  board  found  at  its 
last  meeting,  to  be  an  increase  on  previous  years.  And  the 
alternative  was  either  to  cut  down  the  estimates,  and  thus 
not  only  to  arrest  the  progress  of  our  work,  but  at  the  same 
time  to  take  a  step  backward;  or  to  approve  the  reasonable 
estimates,  and  turn  to  your  reverend  body  to  be  saved  from 
a  further  augmentation  of  its  liabilities  by  the  end  of  the  year. 
Having  laid  its  hand  to  the  plow  it  was  unwilling  to  turn 
back,  unliess  directed  to  do  so  by  this  General  Synod.  The 
near  approach  of  this  meeting  emboldened  it  to  take  the  step 
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and  it  approved  the  enlarged  estimates.  And  to  your  rever- 
end body  it  now  most  earnestly  appeals. 

It  was  in  the  midst  of  these  grave  circumstances,  and  under 
the  pressure  of  these  constraining  necessities,  that  the  board 
at  its  regular  annual  meeting  in  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  March  14, 
15,   1893,  felt  moved  to  adopt  the  following  overture: 

"In  view  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  present  methods  of 
raising  contributions  for  Foreign  Missions,  and  the  necessity 
of  securing  a  largely  increased  inflow  into  our  treasury,  it 
was,  most  urgently. 

Resolved,  That  this  board  most  earnestly  requests  the 
General  Synod  to  apportion  the  annual  amount  necessary  for 
the  current  expenses  for  Foreign  Missions,  among  the  Dis- 
trict Synods  and  Classes.  And  provide  that  the  support  of 
beneficiaries  in  our  two  schools  in  Sendai,  Japan,  by  individ- 
uals or  by  societies;  and  the  Sunday-school  contributions 
annually  paid  for  the  support  of  Rev.  H.  K.  Miller,  the 
Sunday-school  Missionary,  be  not  included  in  the  amount 
apportioned  to  the  several  congregations,  nor  be  considered 
any  part  thereof." 

In  pursuance  of  this  action  the  board  asks  the  apportion- 
ment of  ^30,000  per  annum  for  the  next  three  years.  It 
will  be  readily  observed  that  this  apportionment,  should  this 
General  Synod  adopt  it,  can  not  become  operative  until  after 
the  meetings  of  the  classes  in  the  spring  of  1894.  In  view 
of  this  fact  the  board  requests  this  reverend  body  to  take 
such  action  as  will  certainly  secure  a  sufficiency  of  means  for 
its  running  expenses  during  the  current  year. 

In  the  matter  of  the  indebtedness,  the  board  begs  to  say, 
that  it  is  a  cause  of  continuous  embarrassment  and  hindrance 
to  the  progress  of  our  work.  It  subjects  it  to  an  annual  out- 
lay of  some  ^700  to  ;^8oo  for  interest  and  discount;  it  com- 
pels frequent  refusals  to  reasonable  and  urgent  requests  from 
our  faithful  missionaries,  and  the  consequent  entailment  upon 
them  of  additional  inconveniences  and  hardships.  We  would 
therefore,  in  the  name  of  our  heavenly  Master,  most  earn- 
estly and  importunately  pray  this  General  Synod  to  provide 
for  some  special  effort  for  the  removal  of  this  grave  incum- 
brance, that  during  this  happy  centennial  year,  the  way  may 
be  opened  for  following  energetically  in  the  pathway  marked 
out  before  us  by  a  gracious  Providence,  so  plainly,  that  none 
but  the  blind  can  fail  to  see  it,  and  for  obedience  to  his  call 
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to  enter  in  at  the  open   door,  which   is  so  clear  and  distinct 
that  none  but  the  deaf  can  fail  to  hear. 

DENEFICIARIES. 

A  large  percentage  of  the  young  men  who  seek  admittance 
into  our  Tohoku  Gakuin,  as  candidates  for  the  ministry,  as 
also  the  girls  who  seek  the  privileges  of  our  Girls'  School,  are 
indigent  and  unable  to  support  themselves  while  pursuing 
their  studies.  The  support  of  these  is  a  very  considerable 
item  in  the  expense  of  the  schools.  To  meet,  at  least  in  a 
measure,  this  item  of  outlay,  and  at  the  same  time  to  afford 
earnest  spirits  in  the  home  church  the  inestimable  privilege 
of  engaging  in  some  definite,  specific  work  in  the  way  of 
rearing  up  a  specified  individual  for  the  service  of  preaching 
Christ  and  him  crucified  to  his  native  brethren,  or  the  train- 
ing of  a  certain  named  Japanese  girl  to  a  mature  Christian 
womanhood,  the  plan  has  been  adopted  of  assigning  to 
American  patrons  these  Japanese  students  as  beneficiaries. 
The  name  and  the  photograph  of  the  beneficiary  are  furnished 
to  the  patron.  The  cost  is  $60  a  year,  payable  semi-annually 
in  advance.  These  beneficiaries  are  assigned  to  home 
patrons,  only  after  thpy  have  been  subjected  to  a  probation 
sufficient  to  reveal  their  true  character,  their  sincerity,  their 
mental  qualifications  and  their  motives.  Experience  has 
taught  that  not  every  applicant  is  a  worthy  and  suitable  per- 
son. During  the  last  two  years  the  interest  in  this  branch  of 
the  Christian  service  has  exhibited  a  wonderful  degree  of 
activity  in  our  home  church.  Applications  came  to  the 
secretary  for  more  beneficiaries  than  could,  for  the  time 
being,  be  named.  We  have  now  on  our  lists  thirty-four 
beneficiaries  in  the  Tohoku  Gakuin  and  twenty-si.x  in  the 
Girls'  School,  while  seven  applicants  are  waiting  patiently  for 
a  sufficient  number  of  probationers  in  the  Tohoku  Gakuin  to 
approve  themselves  for  appointment.  Quite  a  number  of 
patrons  are  individuals;  a  number  also  are  Missionary  Socie- 
ties, C.  E.  Societies,  a  (cw  Sunday-schools,  etc.,  etc.,  and 
but  very  few  are  congregations. 

THE    .SUNDAY-SCHOOL    SCHEME. 

At  the  time  Rev.  Henry  K.  Miller  was  commissioned  and 
sent  out,  the  means  for  his  supjiort  were  not  in  sight.  The 
board  found   that   the  current   receipts  were   not  sufficient  to 
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meet  the  additional  expense.  To  meet  this  emergency  it 
was  proposed  that  that  brother  be  designated  the  Sunday- 
school  Missionary,  to  be  supported  by  contributions  from  the 
Sunday-schools  of  the  church.  It  was  proposed  that  a 
scheme  be  devised,  comprising  300  shares  or  blocks  at  five 
dollars  each;  that  sum  to  be  over  and  above  all  their  usual 
contributions  to  Foreign  Missions.  The  schools  were  asked 
to  pledge  themselves  for  one  or  more  of  these  shares  or 
blocks,  to  be  paid  annually  on  or  before  April  ist  of  each 
year.  It  affords  us  pleasure  to  say  that  the  scheme  speedily 
proved  a  success.  We  have  now  on  the  list  314  shares 
taken.  These  shares  represent  218  of  our  1,513  Sunday- 
schools;  but  where  are  the  1,295?  It  is  very  easy  to  be  seen 
that  our  Sunday-schools  are  but  partially  awake  to  the  priv- 
ilege of  laboring  for  the  salvation  of  Japanese  souls.  Were 
it  not  so,  they  could  very  easily  provide  for  the  support  of 
one  or  two  more  of  our  missionaries. 
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STATISTICAL    SUMMARY. 


Japan   Mission   of   the  Reformed  Church  in  the  U.  S.  A., 
April  24,   1893. 
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THE    MEMliERS    OF    THE    BOARD. 


According  to  the  provisions  of  our  charter,  the  terms  of 
one-lialf  the  members  of  the  board  expire  at  this  meeting  of 
General  Synod,  and  their  places  are  to  be  filled  by  the  election 
of  their  successors  by  your  body.  The  retiring  members 
'are:  Rev.  Benjamin  Bausman,  D.  D.,  Rev.  (Element  Z. 
Weiser,  D.  I).,  Rev.  Nicholas  Gehr,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Jacob 
Dahlman,  D.  D..  ]':idcr  Rudolph  F.  Kelker  and  Elder  Golds- 
borough  S.  Griffith.  Those  holding  over  for  three  years 
longer  are:  Rev.  A.  R.  Bartholomew,  Rev.  John  H. 
Prugh,  Rev.  Peter  Greding,  D.    D.,   Rev.  Samuel   N.  Callen- 
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der,    D.    D.,  Elders   Benjamin   Kuhns  and   Elder  Joseph   L. 
Lemberger. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  all  but  one  of  the  retiring  list  are 
charter  members,  and  that  they  comprise  all  of  that  class 
remaining  in  the  board.  Two  of  their  fellows,  who  in  May, 
1 88 1,  joined  them  in  the  formation  of  the  corporation,  are 
still  spared  to  the  church  on  earth,  while  the  remaining  five 
have  entered  into  their  rest.  In  case  of  some  of  the  retiring 
members,  their  weight  of  years  and  growing  bodily  infirmi- 
ties bespeak  the  approach  of  the  time  when  they  will  be  per- 
mitted to  rejoin  their  departed  companions.  Within  the  last 
three  years,  also,  it  fell  to  the  sad  lot  of  our  beloved  ex-Treas- 
urer to  part  with  her  who  had  long  and  devotedly  joined  him 
in  his  labors  in  the  cause  of  Foreign  Missions,  and  whose 
name  is  enrolled  upon  the  scroll  of  our  work  in  Japan  in  the 
"Mary  A.  Kelker  Memorial  Library."  But  as  his  shadow 
lengthens  behind  him,  and  his  face  is  set  calmly  towards  the 
sunset  of  life,  he  is  strengthened  in  being  able  by  faith  to 
discern  in  the  spirit  world  the  beckoning  of  the  hand  of  her 
who  for  long  years  was  the  light  of  his  home  and  the  partner 
of  his  heart.  The  presiding  officer  is  a  sufferer  from 
repeated  attacks  of  paralysis  and  was  obliged  to  be  absent 
from  several  meetings  of  the  board.  It  were  well  for  the 
church  to  remember  that  but  two  members  of  the  body  are 
young  and  promise  many  years  of  service.  The  goal  will 
soon  be  reached  by  the  large  majority  of  the  Foreign  Board. 

With  this  account  of  the  labors  of  your  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions  during  the  last  three  years,  and  the  administration 
of  the  solemn  trust  committed  to  it  by  your  reverend  body, 
together  with  the  present  condition  and  brightly  assuring 
outlook  of  our  work  in  Japan,  as  also  its  pressing  wants,  we 
most  respectfully  commit  the  whole  interest  to  your  super- 
vising care.  For  our  guidance  in  the  future  we  beg  such 
counsel  and  direction  as  in  your  mature  judgment  may  seem 
wise  and  expedient,  and  such  enactments  and  provisions  as 
in  your  wisdom  you  may  deem  necessary  for  the  vigorous' 
prosecution  and  enlarged  success  of  our  blessed  work.  That 
the  God  of  all  wisdom  may  graciously  counsel  and  guide  you 
in  all  yuur  deliberations,  is  our  most  earnest  and  humble 
prayer.  Respectfully  submitted, 

CLEMENT  Z.  WEISER,  President. 
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2.      Siiintiiarv  Report  of  Treasurer  of  Foreig)i  Missions. 

Joseph  L.  Lf..\ikp:rgkk,  Treasurer  of  tlic  Board  of  Coin/iiissioiiers  for 
Foreij^ii  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Cfiureh  in  the  United  States,  in 
aeeount  m.'it/i  said  board,  exhilntiiiii^  a  summary  statement  of  the  receipts 
and  expenditu7-es  for  the  three  years,  iSgo-i8gj,  sinee  t/ie  tast  triennial 
ineeting  of  Geiieral  Synod  : 

DR. 

To  cash  received  fnim  all  sources S  71,260  og 

"  "  proceeds  notes  discounted....     188,342  68 

To  balance 2,1 19  qq 

§261,722  76 

CR. 

By  amount  cash  paid  all  claims S  80,371   26 

"         "  "       notes  redeemed 181,351   50 

5261,722  76 


PRESENT  STATE  OF  FINANCES. 

Last  note  discounted,  increased  April  27  to S7,6oo  00 

(With  which  to  pay  remittance  to  Japan,  on  same  date.) 
Less  cash  in  bank.  May  2,  1893 S^S  O' 


§7,094  99 


This  does  not  include  amount  due  Mrs.  Caroline  G.  Weiser,  $5,000  00 
State  of   Pennsylvania, 


.  ss: 
County  of  Lebanon. 

On  this  third  day  of  May,  A.  I).,  1893,  before  me  the  subscriber,  Henry 
M.  Boyer,  a  Notary  Public  in  and  for  said  County  and  State,  John  K. 
Raudenbush,  who  beinj^  duly  affirmed  according  to  'law,  says  that  he  is 
an  Accountant,  duly  qualified  as  such,  that  he  has  examined  the  books, 
papers,  vouchers  and  accounts  as  hereinbefore  stated,  and  finds  the  fore- 
going account  to  be  correct  and  true  in  all  respects. 

J.  K.  RAUDENBUSH, 
Aeeountant  and  .luditor. 

Affirmed  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  (hiy  and  year  above  written. 
[L.  s.]  HENRY  M.  BOVER, 

Xotary  Puldie. 

Lebanon,  Pa.,  May  2,  1893. 
We,  the  unde-signed,  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Foreign   Missions  to 
examine  and  audit  the  foregoing  accounts  of  Joseph  L.  Lemberger,  treas- 
urer, hereby  certify  that  we  have  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  us,  and 
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find  the  same  to  be  correct,  and  that  there  is  a  balance  of  seven  thousand 
and  ninety-four  -/o%  dollars  ($7,094.99)  due  the  treasurer. 

,  S.  N.  CALLENDER, 
A.  R.  BARTHOLOMEW, 

Covuiiittee  of  Auditors. 


COMPARATIVE    STATEMENT    OF    RECEIPTS    FOR    THREE 

YEARS,  MAY,  i 

891,  TO  APRIL,  I 

893- 

1890. 

1891. 

1892. 

May    

$1,732  46 

$1,825  58 

$1,965  .94 

June   

1.310  59 

1,889  58 

2,149  74 

July 

2,730  98 
401   18 

1,349  48 
1,203  50 

1,858  30 
786  00 

August 

September  . .  . 

1,704  05 

1,827  07 

1,453  49 

October 

1,055  63 

1,353  99 

1,493  65 

November  . .  . 

1,197  62 

927  19 

1,953  63 

December  .  .  . 

1,494  00 

1,365  07 

2,457  60 

1891 

1892 

1893 

January 

1,216  06 

2,300  91 

3,634  12 

February  .... 

2,855  71 

2,685  31 

1,874  12 

March 

2,582  65 

1,804  18 

1,584  65 

April 

1.979  39 

1,625  ^^ 

3,804  28 

$20,260  32 

Si9,357  29 

$25,015  52 

INVESTED  ASSETS  OF  THE  BOARD,  MAY  i,  1893. 

Judgment  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Dauphin  County, 
Pa.,  No.  460,  June  Term,  1887,  against  Lewis  O.  PhiUips, 
of  Harrisburg,  payable,  with  interest  at  five  per  cent,  per 
annum,  semi-annually,  May  20,  1891,  and  dated  May  20, 
1887,  being  the  amount  of  the  "  Brinker  "  legacy $1,609  83 

Judgment  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Dauphin  County, 
Pa.,  dated  April  3,  1890,  No.  222,  June  Term,  1890,  paya- 
ble, with  intere;gt  at  six  per  cent  semi-annually,  April  3, 
1895,  against  Martin  H.  Grunden,  of  Steelton,  Pa.,  "  Buch- 
er  "  legacy 500  00 

Coupon  bond,  common  school  district  of  the  city  of  Harrisburg, 

Pa.,  No.  87,  "  Dechant  "  legacy  (four  per  cent)   100  00 

Coupon  bond,  common  school  district  of  the  city  of  Harrisburg, 

Pa.,  No.  282,  (four  per  cent)  "Summy"  donation   100  00 

"Anna  Catharine  Dietz  "  legacy,  Brownback  mortgage 2,000  00 


Total  invested  funds $4,309  83 

1891.     March  28.     Daniel  Eberhard,  without  condition $     500  00 

"         June      15.     Elder  Daniel  Brosier,  without  condition.  .. .      1,00000 
"        July       13.     Elder  Henry  Wert,  without  condition 1,000  00 


$2,500  00 
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Persons  desiring  the  full  detailed  report  can  obtain  a  copy  by  address- 
ing the  Secretary  of  the  Board,  Rev.  S.  N.  Callender,  D.  D.,  Mechanics- 
burg,  Pa.,  or  the  treasurer. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOS.  L.  LEMBERGER,  Treasurer. 
Lebanon,  Pa. 


IV.        REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE    ON    FOREIGN    MISSIONS. 

The  Standini^  Committee  on  Foreit;n  Missions,  during  the 
morning  se.ssion  on  the  eighth  day  of  the  sessions,  submitted 
their  report,  which  was  received  and  as  amended  adopted, 
together  with  the  report  of  the  Board  and  that  of  the  Treas- 
urer, and  is  as  follows: 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren: — Your  committee  would 
beg  leave  to  report  that  the  only  paper  referred  to  them  was 
the  printed  Fifth  Triennial  Report  of  the  Board  of  Coinmis- 
sioners  for  Foreign  Missions,  which  contains  also  the  report 
of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board. 

An  item  from  the  Synod  of  the  Interior  was  also  referred 
to  your  committee,  in  which  the  General  Synod  is  requested 
to  provide  for  the  needs  of  Foreign  Missions  by  apportion- 
ment. 

From  this  report  we  gather  certain  facts  which  challenge 
the  serious  attention  of  this  synod  and  dare  not  be  over- 
looked. 

We  are  confronted,  first  of  all  by  the  statement  made  con- 
cerning certain  changes  in  the  organization  of  the  Board. 
Elder  R.  F.  Kelker,  after  many  years  of  faithful  service, 
found  himself  obliged  by  the  infirmities  of  increasing  years, 
to  retire  from  the  trust  of  the  funds;  and  the  Rev.  A.  R. 
Bartholomew,  for  justifying  reasons  withdrew  from  the  oner- 
ous duties  of  the  secretary-ship.  God,  however,  soon  raised 
up  two  other  faithful  men  for  these  several  positions.  Elder 
Joseph  L.  Lemberger  is  the  present  Treasurer,  and  the  Rev. 
Dr.  S.  N.  Callender,  the  present  Secretary.  Their  good 
works  and  active  service  during  the  past  three  years  have 
proven  their  fitness  in  each  case,  for  the  position  which  they 
hold. 

The  educational  policy  which,  with  }'our  sanction  has  been 
adopted  by  the  mission   in  Japan  cannot  but  commend  itself 
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to  the  judgment  of  this  synod.  The  wisdom  of  the  scheme 
has  proven  itself  by  the  happy  results  which  have  followed 
the  establishment  of  both  schools.  A  native  ministry  is  be- 
ing gradually  trained  and  qualified  for  the  work  of  Christian- 
izing Japan,  and  woman  is  being  surely  raised  to  a  higher 
plane  and  to  a  fuller  realization  of  the  advantages  and  dignity 
of  Christian  womanhood. 

The  success  of  the  mission,  in  the  work  of  a  higher  educa- 
tion and  in  the  salvation  of  Japanese  men  and  women,  is 
therefore  unquestioned.  But  it  has  involved  a  heavy  expen- 
diture of  money — it  has  made  necessary  the  erection  of  build- 
ings for  the  schools,  and  the  employment  of  additional  teach- 
ing force.  It  has  involved  the  setting  apart  of  an  additional 
lady  to  the  work  of  teaching,  viz:  Miss  Mary  C.  HoUowell 
and  the  commissioning  of  another  missionary,  viz:  the  Rev. 
Henry  K.  Miller.  Whilst,  owing  to  an  unfortunate  circum- 
stance, the  number  of  students  in  the  girls'  school  is  some- 
what disappointing;  the  attendance  in  the  other  school  has 
reached  the  encouraging  number  of  170  pupils,  a  large  per- 
centage of  whom  is  still  unchristian.  Many  young  men  are 
crowding  into  this  latter  school,  and  the  question  now  arises, 
how  long  will  the  present  educational  provision  prove  suffi- 
cient for  the  demands  made  upon  it.  This  question  has 
confronted  both  the  mission  and  the  Board;  and  this  synod 
is,  therefore,  most  respectfully  and  urgently  asked  for  a  fuller 
interpretation  of  the  educational  policy  adopted  by  it  some 
years  ago. 

The  answer  to  be  given  by  this  synod  to  the  question 
asked  by  the  Board  will  and  must  depend  in  the  judgment 
of  your  committee,  upon  the  manner  in  which  this  reverend 
body  may  solve  another  very  important  problem,  viz:  the 
one  of  finances. 

To  maintain  our  educational  plant  in  Japan  in  its  present 
proportions,  has  required  more  money  from  the  church  than 
has  thus  far  been  forthcoming.  And  yet,  even  for  present 
work,  the  estimates  for  the  coming  year  are  an  increase  on 
previous  years.  The  moral  sense  of  this  synod  and  of  the 
whole  church  is  therefore  very  seriously  challenged.  In  the 
name  of  God,  the  good  work  has  been  begun;  will  the  church 
after  but  fourteen  years  of  blessed  experience,  now  arrest  its 
progress,  and  call  a  halt,  by  failing  or  refusing  to  come  for- 
ward and  that  promptly  with  the  necessary  moral  and  finan- 
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cial  support?  It  appears  that  the  present  indebtedness  of  the 
Board  is  about  $13,000  or  $15,000.  Of  this  sum  $7,600  in 
in  the  shape  of  an  oppressive  burden  or  obhgation,  are  rest- 
ing upon  the  treasurer  personally.  Has  this  synod  or  the 
church  a  right  to  impose  such  a  burden  upon  its  faithful 
treasurer?  Is  it  the  treasurer,  or  the  church  that  professes 
to  do  this  work  for  the  Master?  It  is  believed  that  this 
amount  can  soon  be  reduced  to  $6,000.  But  the  time  for  the 
next  quarterly  remittance,  the  latter  end  of  July,  is  not  very 
distant,  when  $4,700  more  will  be  required.  Honesty,  jus- 
tice and  interest  therefore,  demand  that  measures  be  taken 
by  this  synod  to  secure,  in  some  way,  and  that  without  de- 
lay, the  sum  of  at  least  $10,000.  Your  Board,  after  a  care- 
ful calculation  of  the  amount  actually  required,  from  year  to 
year,  to  carry  forward  its  operations,  further  asks  of  this  syn- 
od, whose  creature  it  is,  the  apportionment  of  $30,000  per 
annum,  for  the  next  three  years,  as  well  as  to  "certainly  se- 
cure a  sufficiency  of  means  for  its  running  expenses  during 
the  current  year."  In  view,  then,  of  the  startling  facts  herein 
recited,  your  committee  would  recommend  the  following  for 
adoption: 

Resolved,  That  we,  as  a  synod,  are  deeply  grateful  to  God 
for  the  large  measure  of  success  thus  far  vouchsafed  to  our 
church,  in  the  work  of  missions  in  Japan;  and  that  we  earn- 
estly urge  upon  our  churches  and  members  throughout  the 
length  and  bj'eadth  of  this  land,  a  fuller  consecration  to  this 
blessed  work  of  winning  the  world  for  Christ,  and  the  devo- 
tion of  larger  and  more  cheerful  thank-offerings  to  the  cause. 

Resolved,  That  whilst  we  heartily  approve  of  the  educa- 
tional policy  thus  far  adopted  by  the  Board  and  carried  for- 
ward by  the  mission,  we  do  yet  recommend  that  in  view  of 
the  present  financial  embarrassments  and  limitations,  under 
which  it  labors,  the  mission  shall  for  the  present  especially 
emphasize  the  evangelistic  work  through  the  native  ministry 
educated  and  prepared  in  its  school,  and  that  its  general  ed- 
ucational work  be,  for  the  time,  confined  to  its  present  lim- 
itations. 

Resolved,  That  in  order  to  provide  for  its  present  urgent 
needs,  and  to  afford  prompt  relief  to  its  treasurer,  this  synod 
hereby  authorizes  the  Board  of  Commissioners  to  effect  at 
once  a  loan  of  $10, 000  for  a  brief  period  of  one  year  or  eigh- 
teen  months;  and    furthermore,    that  this  synod   do    hereby 
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promise  the  Board  both  its  moral  and  financial  support,  in 
this  transaction. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  synods  be  urged  to  increase 
their  contributions  to  Foreign  Missions  so  as  to  yield  not  less 
than  ^35,000  per  year  for  the  next  three  years;  that  the 
method  for  raising  this  fund  be  determined  in  accordance 
with  the  best  judgment  of  each  synod;  and  that  this  tentative 
apportionment  be  made  upon  the  synods  by  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

Resolved,  That  the  request  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
be  honored,  and  that  in  the  raising  of  the  amounts  appor- 
tioned to  the  several  congregations,  the  support  of  benefi- 
ciaries in  the  two  schools  in  Japan  by  individuals  or  by  socie- 
ties, and  the  Sunday-school  contributions  annually  made  for 
the  support  of  the  Sunday-school  missionary,  the  Rev.  H. 
K.  Miller,  are  not  to  be  included. 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  amount  pro- 
vided for  above,  should  this  synod  adopt  it,  will  not  be 
available  before  the  summer  of  1894;  and  in  view  of  the  pres- 
ent straightened  condition  of  the  treasury,  it  be  hereby  en- 
joined on  all  the  pastors,  consistories,  congregations,  Sunday- 
schools,  Missionary  Societies  and  members  both  confirmed 
and  baptized,  to  send  in  liberal  contributions  at  once  to  this 
worthy  but  suffering  cause. 

Resolved,  That  this  synod  does  hereby  place  upon  the 
record,  its  appreciation  of  the  noble  work  done  by  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  the  General  Synod,  in 
promptly  coming  forward  and  providing  for  the  support  of 
the  additional  teacher.  Miss  Mary  C.  Hallowell. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  with  regret  that  we  learn  of  the  deter- 
mination of  the  Misses  Poorbaugh  to  retire  soon  and  per- 
manently from  the  work  in  which  they  have  been  so  eminent- 
ly successful;  and  that  we  do  hereby  express  the  hope  that 
one  or  more  suitable  persons  may  soon  be  found  to  take 
their  places,  so  that  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Moore  may  early  be  re- 
stored to  their  proper  evangelistic  work. 

An  additional  item  referred  to  your  committee  was  a  re- 
quest from  the  German  Synod  of  the  East,  for  fuller  statistics 
of  our  work  in  Japan,  and  inquiring  more  particularly  into 
the  present  status  of  the  Mission  Church  in  Tokio. 

In  reply,  your  committee  would  report  that  both  the  Nihon 
Bashi  and  the   Bancho  congregations  are  still   under   the  care 
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of  your  Board  of  Commissioners;  and  for  still  further  informa- 
tion and  statistics  would  refer  the  inquirers  to  the  published 
Minutes  of  the  present  Synod. 

Respectively  submitted, 

S.  G.  WAGNER, 
T.  F.  HOFFMKIER, 
A.  R.  KREMER. 
JOHiN  W.  BICKEL, 
GEORGE  F.  BAREIS. 


V.     ELECTION    OF   THE    BOARDS  OF  MISSIONS. 

I .      Board  of  Home  Missions. 

.Members  whose  term  expires  May  1896. 
Rev.  John  A.  Peters,  D.  D.  Rev.  Charles  F.  Kriete. 

Rev.  Edmund  R.  Eschbach,  D.  D.     Elder  Christian  M.  Boush. 
Rev.  John  H.  Sechler,  D.  D.  Elder  Hiram  C.  Hoover. 

Members  whose  term  expires  May  i8gg. 
Rev.  John  Hachman,  D.  D.  Rev.  Samuel  B.  Yockey,  D.  D. 

Rev.  Thomas  J.  Barkley.  Elder  Horace  Ankeney. 

Rev.  John  J.  Leberman,  D.  D.  Elder  James  T.  Reber. 

Officers  of  Board  of  Home  Missions. 
Rev.  John  A.  Peters,  D.  D.,  President,  Tiffin,  Ohio. 
Rev.  John  J.  Leberman,  U.  U.,  Vice-President,  Louisville,  Ohio. 
Rev.  Thomas  J.  Barkley,  Secretary,  Gettysburgh,  Pa. 
Elder  James  T.  Reber,  Treasurer,  Reading,  Pa. 

Members  of  Executive  Committee. 
Revs.  John  A.  Peters,  D.  D.,  John  J.  Leberman,  D.  D.,  Thomas  J.  Bark- 
ley, Samuel  B.  Yockey,  D.  D.,  and  Elder  Christian  M.  Boush,  who  is  also 
Treasurer  of  the  Church  Extension  Fund. 


2.      Board  of  Foreign  Missions. 

Members  whose  term  expires  May  i8g6. 
Rev.  Allen  R.  iiartholomew.  Rev.  Peter  Greding,  D.  D. 

Rev.  Samuel  \.  Callender,   I).  I).       P'Jder  Benjamin  Kuhns. 
Rev.  John  H.  Prugh,  I).  D.  Elder  Joseph  L.  Lemberger. 

Members  whose  term  expires  May  1899. 
Rev.  J.  .Spangler  Kieffer,  I).  D,  Rev.  Cyrus  R.  Dieffenbacher,   D.  D. 

Rev.  James  I.  Good,  I).  D.  Elder  Jacob  Y.  Dietz. 

Rev.  Jacob  Dahhnan,  1).  D.  Elder  Jerome  Z.  Gerhard. 
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Officers  of  Board  of  Foreign  Missions. 

Rev.  James  I.  Good,  D.  D.,  President,  Reading,  Pa. 
Rev.  John  H.  Prugh,  D.  D.,  Vice-President,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Rev.  Samuel  N.  Callender,  D.  D.,  Secretary,  Mechanicsburg,  Pa. 
Elder  Joseph  L.  Lemberger,  Treastirer,  Lebanon,  Pa. 

Members  of  Executive  Committee. 

The  aforesaid   officers   in  connection   with  Rev.  Allen  R.  Bartholomew 
and  Elder  Jerome  Z.  Gerhard  constitute  the  Executive  Committee. 


ARTICLE  XIV. 
BENEVOLENT  AND  RELIGIOUS  INSTITUTIONS. 

I.    orphans'   homes TRIENNI.^L    REPORTS. 

The  following  reports  were  presented,  and  received  con- 
sideration on  the  part  of  the  synod: 

I.      Report  of  Bethany  OrpJians'  Home. 

To    the    General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  CJinrcJi  in  the  United 

States. 

Rev.  Fathers  and  Brethren: — In  the  providence  of  God 
we  are  again  permitted  to  greet  your  reverend  body  with  a 
report,  concerning  this  important  work  of  the  church,  and  it 
contains  much  for  which  we  have  cause  to  be  thankful.  In 
looking  at  the  work  in  general  we  can  truly  say  "hitherto 
hath  the  Lord  helped  us." 

At  the  time  of  the  last  meeting  of  the  General  Synod  there 
were  eighty-one  children  in  the  home.  Since  that  time  six- 
ty-four entered  and  forty-one  were  dismissed,  leaving  the 
present  number  104.  Total  number  cared  for  in  the  past 
three  years  145.  The  general  health  of  the  family  has  been 
very  good,  although  we  had  in  this  time  three  deaths,  all  of 
which  were  due  to  chronic,  constitutional  diseases.  Several 
persons  also  who  were  in  past  years  closely  identified  with 
this  work  have  in  the  past  three  years  entered  upon  their 
reward.  Among  these  we  may  mention  Elder  Henry  Wirt 
of  York,  Pa.,  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Managers;  Mrs. 
Anna  M.  Eyreman,  a  member  of  the  Ladies'  Visiting  Com- 
mittee; Mrs.  John  Gantenbein,  who,  in  the  history  of  the 
home,  was  the  second  matron,  and  Mrs.  D.  B.  Albright  the 
fourth  matron  of  the  home. 
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The  religious  training  is  attended  to  as  in  former  years. 
Thirty-seven  orphans  have  become  confirmed  members  of 
the  church  within  the  period  which  this  report  covers. 

We  have  at  present  three  schools,  employ  teachers  for  the 
primary  and  secondary  grades,  and  allowing  our  larger  girls 
to  teach,  in  periods,  the  intermediate  grade.  That  good 
work  is  being  done,  is  evident  from  the  examinations  which 
some  of  the  children  pass  from  time  to  time  under  the  county 
superintendent  of  public  instruction. 

We  still  give  our  boys  and  girls  industrial  employment  at 
such  work  as  we  have  for  them  in  the  house  and  on  the  farm. 
And  when  they  leave  the  home  we  try  to  assist  and  direct 
them  in  securing  employment  at  such  trade  or  other  work  as 
we  think  they  are  by  inclination  and  ability  adapted.  With- 
in the  past  three  years  girls  have  gone  out  as  domestics  and 
have  entered  upon  various  occupations  and  trades.  Our 
boys  have  entered  the  ranks  of  farmers,  millers,  bricklayers, 
coach-makers,  cigar-makers,  printers  and  college  students. 

The  much  needed  additional  room,  spoken  of  three  years 
ago,  has  been  provided  for  by  the  erection  of  a  commodious 
brick  building.  This  building  with  furnishing  cost  about 
$18,000,  (of  which  Mrs.  Chas.  Santee  contributed  ;^7,570,) 
and  thanks  to  the  devoted  friends  of  the  home,  the  whole  is 
paid  for. 

For  certain  reasons  the  board  thought  it  well  to  buy  an 
additional  tract  of  land  containing  seven  acres  and  seventy- 
eight  perchers.  A  bell  weighing  626  pounds  was  recently 
donated  by  a  friend  and  a  reading-room  and  library  have  late- 
ly been  added  through  the  liberal  contributions  of  friends. 

The  anniversaries  of  former  years,  changed  to  Bethany 
Day,  have,  within  the  last  few  years,  become  occasions  for 
large  gatherings  of  Reformed  people  on  the  home  grounds 
and  have  no  doubt  been  the  means  of  stimulating  anew  the 
interest  of  many  in  this  work. 

The  property  of  the  home  is  free  of  debt.  But  as.  our 
work  enlarges  and  the  number  of  children  increases,  the  con- 
tributions must  correspondingly  increase  if  the  present  good 
financial  condition  is  to  be  maintained. 

It  may  be  a  question  just  how  much  the  church  ought  to 

do  in  the  way  of  industrial  training  for  these  orphans.      There 

are  differences  of  opinion   upon  this  subject,  but   no  one  will 

deny  that  the  very  least  that  we  ought    to  do    is  to  feed, 
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clothe  and  shelter  them,  giv^e  them  moral  and  religious  train- 
ing and  also  a  common  school  education. 

We  think  that  even  more  than  this  might  properly  be  done 
for  them.  With  the  training  which  they  receive  at  present, 
our  boys,  especially,  can  not  fairly  cope  with  others  when 
they  go  out  into  life,  and  therefore  they  ought  to  be  here 
more  fully  equipped.  This  could  be  done  by  systematic 
industrial  training,  teaching  the  proper  use  of  tools  and  giving 
them  a  start  in  various  trades.  Objection  may  be  made  that 
the  church  ought  not  to  provide  this.  Then  why  not  ask 
some  good  friends  of  the  cause  to  build,  equip  and  endow  an 
educational  and  industrial  institute  to  be  carried  on  in  con- 
nection with  the  home?  Let  the  church,  by  general  contri- 
butions, provide  for  shelter,  food  and  clothing,  and  for  the 
moral  and  spiritual  training  of  these  children;  and  let  special 
provision  be  made  for  their  educational  and  industrial  trianing. 

Such  institutions  are  established  by  individuals  in  cities, 
and  are  taken  advantage  of  by  many  who  are  not  as  depend- 
ent as  children  in  Orphans'  Homes.  Here  at  least  there 
would  be  no  lack  of  patronage.  "The  poor  ye  have  always 
with  you,"  and  having  them  in  the  home  we  would  still  more 
fully  perform  our  mission  of  reclaiming  these  forsaken  ones  to 
a  proper  place  in  society  if  we  would  hold  out  to  them  all  the 
advantages  which  our  ejilightened  age  can  offer  to  .this  class. 

Grateful  to  our  heavenly  Father  for  his  manifest  blessing 
upon  our  labors,  thankful  to  the  church  for  constant  and 
liberal  interest  in  this  work,  and  asking  for  the  continued 
sympathy,  prayers  and  financial  assistance  of  the  church  as 
represented  by  your  reverend  body,  we  are, 
Yours  fraternally, 

The  Board  of  Managers  B.  O.  H., 
/rrTHOS.  M.  YUNDT,  Supt.  and  Sec' y. 


Financial  report  of  Bcfhafiy  Orphans'  Home  from  fitly  i,  i8go,   to   May 
24,  i8qj. 

receipts.  dr. 

General  contributions $20,294  32 

Legacies, and  special  donations   1.961   17 

Anniversary  receipts,  board  and  tuition,  interest,  sales,  &c,  .  .  .      3,197  29 
Transferred  unexpended  balance  from  Santee  Hall  bl'dg  acct.         130  44 

Total $25,583  22 
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EXPENDITURES.  CR. 

Current   expenses   $21,802  54 

Permanent   improvements 1,824  85 

Land  bought 500  00 

Transferred  to  Santee  Hall  building  account 805  00 

Transferred  to  endowment  fund  for  investment 170  00 

Deficit  July  i,    1890 ^ 474  -j"] 

Total $25,577  16 

Balance  in  treasury  May  24,  1893. 6  06 

SANTEE  HALL  BUILDING  ACCOUNT, 

Total  amount  contributed $14,495  23 

Transferred  from  Endowment    Fund 3.670  00 

Transferred  from  current  expense  account   805  00 

Total $1 8,970  23 

Total  cost  of  the  building $18,839  79 

Transferred  to  current  expense   account 130  44 

Total $18,970  23 

Endowment  Fund.     Invested $1,500  00 


2.      Report  of  St.  PaiiFs  Orphans  Home. 

Fathers  and  Brethren: — In  behalf  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  St.  Paul's  Orphans'  Home,  we  would  respect- 
fully submit  to  your  reverend  body  the  following  statement: 

First  of  all  we  would  give  hearty  thanks  to  the  Father  of 
the  fatherless  for  the  excellent  health  enjoyed  by  our  chil- 
dren; and  yet  with  sadness  we  note  the  death  of  two  of  our 
number,  the  one  a  beautiful  little  girl  of  ten  summers,  and 
the  other  a  bright  and  good  boy  of  the  age  of  fourteen  years. 

Three  years  ago  we  reported  one  hundred  and  eighty 
children  in  the  home.  Since  then  that  number  has  been 
reduced,  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  soldiers'  orphans  to  fill  up 
the  state  schools,  to  the  number  of  sixty-five.  While  part  of 
this  number  is  supported  by  parents  and  friends,  yet  the 
home  is  now  largely  dependent  for  its  maintenance  upon  the 
alms  of  the  church.  The  home  has  a  capacity,  with  every- 
thing necessar)',  to  accommodate  well,  at  least  one  hundred 
and  fifty  children.  During  the  last  ten  years  improvements 
and  additions  have  been  made  at  an  expense  of  $15,000,  all 
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of  which  has  been  paid  except  ^5,000.*  While  the  church 
has  failed,  to  some  extent,  to  provide  for  the  full  mainten- 
ance of  its  own  orphans,  yet  the  management  of  the  home 
has  been  such,  as  to  allow  no  arrearage  to  accrue  in  its  cur- 
rent expenses. 

Since  our  last  report  the  e«dowment  of  ^5,000  has  been 
increased  to  ^6,000  by  the  legacy  of  Elder  Henry  Wirt,  of 
Hanover,  Pa.  Another  bequest  of  from  two  to  three 
thousand  dollars  has  also  been  left  by  Mr.  Lewis  Shreiver  of 
Tiffin,  Ohio,  which  has  not  yet  reached  the  hands  of  the 
treasurer. 

The  school  is  divided  into  two  parts,  with  a  lady  teacher 
at  the  head  of  the  primary  and  a  gentleman  at  the  head  of 
the  advanced  department.  Both  departments  are  in  the 
very  best  condition.  The  school  year  begins  September  i, 
and  continues  ten  months.  The  children  are  taught  as  many 
different  kinds  of  labor  as  is  possible  under  the  circumstances. 
Three  boys  are  engaged,  out  of  school  hours,  in  the  printing 
office.  This  has  enabled  a  large  number  of  them  to  secure 
at  least  a  limited  knowledge  of  a  good  trade  which  they  gen- 
erally perfect  after  leaving  the  home.  Most  of  these  have 
continued  in  the  same  business,  and  are  now  found  in  many 
of  our  larger  towns  and  cities.  Others  are  employed  at 
farming,  gardening  and  attending  to  stock.  The  girls  are 
taught  housekeeping,  laundrying,  cooking  and  sewing,  while 
a  few  have  been  advanced  far  enough  to  secure  certificates 
for  teaching. 

Special  attention  is  given  in  the  home  to  the  development 
of  character;  hence  the  moral  and  religious  standing  of  the 
children  has  been  good.  Since  our  last  report,  twenty-three 
have  been  catechized  and  confirmed  in  St.  Paul's  congrega- 
tion, Butler.  These  sought  admission  into  full  communion 
with  the  church  as  a  privilege,  rather  than  as  a  duty,  and 
was  the  result  of  their  every-day  instruction  and  religious 
training.  Service  is  held  every  morning  and  evening  in  the 
chapel,  consisting  of  reading  the  Scripture,  singing,  prayer 
and  short  talks  by  the  superintendent,  on  such  subjects  as 
not  only  interest,  but  greatly  benefit  the  children.  Quite  a 
number  of  the  older  ones  are  members  of  the  Brotherhood 
and  Sisterhood  of  Andrew  and  Philip,  in  which  they  take  the 

*This,  added  to  an  old  arrearage  of  35,000,  makes  the  present  indebtedness  810,000. 
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deepest  interest  and  are  always  ready  to  lead  the  devotional 
meetings  when  called  upon. 

The  government  of  the  home  is  strictly  parental,  and  its 
whole  order  that  of  one  common  family. 

Grateful  for  the  alms  of  the  church  in  the  past,  we  again 
ask  for  an  increased  liberality,  that  our  home  may  be  filled 
with  the  Lord's  helpless  little  ones. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

P.  C.  PRUGH,  Superintendent. 
C.  R.  DIEFFENBACHER,  President  of  the  Board. 
May  28,  1893. 


3.      Repoit  of  Fort  Jld/ne  Orphans   Home. 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren:  The  undersigned  allows 
himself  the  privilege  to  make  a  report  for  the  time  1890-93. 
The  \vhole  number  of  our  orphans  in  the  year  1890  was  fifty- 
five,  namely  thirty-five  boys  and  twenty  girls.  Their  age  is 
from  four  to  seventeen  years.  Besides  these  we  had  six 
boarding  scholars.  The  whole  number  of  the  family  was 
seventy  souls.  As  the  room  was  too  small,  the  board  resolv- 
ed unanimously  to  erect  a  new  building,  which  affords  room 
for  fifty  more  orphans.  [According  to  the  report  of  the  treas- 
urer the  home  had  the  total  amount  of  ;^io,220.  17,  of  which 
sum  ^2,850  had  to  be  loaned  us;  and  $'j,'x,']0. 17  were  receiv- 
ed for  house-keeping.  The  total  expenses  amounted  to 
;^9,  550.61.  The  lowest  estimate  of  our  present  property  is 
;^35,ooo,  against  which  we  have  $6,400  debts. 

In  the  year  1891  the  number  of  our  orphans  was  sixty- 
seven,  viz:  forty-four  boys  and  twenty-three  girls.  The 
whole  family  with  the  hired  help  was  seventy-four  persons. 

In  the  year  1892,  thirteen  of  our  orphans  who  were  above 
sixteen  years  left  the  home.  The  whole  number  of  our 
orphans  was  fifty-five,    viz:   thirty-five  boys  and  twenty  girls. 

In  regard  to  the  so-called  Hauck  estate  the  board  was  com- 
pelled to  stand  a  trial,  because  the  will  was  contested  by  the 
relatives.  The  board  won  the  case,  but  the  plaintiffs  appeal- 
ed to  the  supreme  court.  The  costs  of  the  trial  amounted  to 
;^2,03i.88.  At  the  advice  of  their  lawyers  the  board  drew 
the  money,  and  paid  the  expenses,  and  for  the  remaining 
part  they  bought  a  farm  of  100  acres  near  the  home,  for  the 
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sum  of  ^7,790,  so  that  the  worth  of  our  property  amounts  to 
;^42,ooo  at  the  lowest  estimate.  As  the  drawn  amount  of 
;$9,ooo  of  the  Hauck  last  will  is  looked  at  as  borrowed  until 
the  decision  of  the  supreme  court,  our  debts  amount  to 
;^  1 2,000, 

The  health  of  our  orphans  during  the  three  years  was  good. 
Of  our  orphans,  forty  attended  school  nine  months  of  the 
year,  and  were  instructed  in  German  and  English,  and  their 
religious  interests  cared  for. 

Since  the  organization  of  the  home  Rev.  John  Rettig    has 
been  the  orphan  father  or  superintendent. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

L.    PRAIKSCHATIS, 

Cleveland,  Ohio,  May  10,  93.  Picsidcnt  of  the  Board. 


II.   REPORT  OF  GENERAL  BOARD  AND  OF  COMMITTEE. 

During  the  afternoon  session  of  the  eighth  day  of  the  ses- 
sions, the  Standing  Committee  on  Orphans'  Homes  submit- 
ted the  following  report,*  which  wholly  includes  the  report 
of  the  General  Board  of  Directors  of  Orphans'  Homes,  and 
it  was  received  and  adopted: 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Orphans'  Homes  has  received 
a  statement  and  certain  resolutions  from  the  Board  of  Direct- 
ors of  Orphans'  Homes,  which  the  committee  begs  to  offer 
as  its  report: 

To    the    General   Synod  of  the  Reformed  CJuireJi  i)i  the  United 

States: 

Fathers  and  Brethren: — We  have  received  the  reports 
of  our  three  orphan  homes,  and  are  happy  to  report  them  in 
a  healthy  and  prosperous  condition.  Under  a  faithful  and 
efficient  superintendenc)/,  and  the  blessing  of  the  Lord, 
cheering  results  have  been  gained.  Our  people,  under  the 
grace  of  the  good  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  have  opened  their  hands 
and  hearts,  towards  the  orphans  placed  under  our  care. 

'"This  report  in  its  peculiar  combination  and  two-fold  purpose  is  somewhat  anomal- 
ous, and  interferes  with  the  proper  orderof  publishing  the  several  reports  on  Orphans' 
Homes.  The  report  of  the  General  Board  of  Directors  should  bethe.^rs<  and  that  of 
the  Standing  Committee  the  last  in  the  order  of  the  reports.— S^a^fd  Clerk. 
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1.  BctJiany  Orphans'  Home,  especially,  is  doing  a  great 
and  blessed  work.  A  new  building,  at  a  cost  of  about  $i8- 
ooo  is  completed,  and  all  paid  up — more  than  one-half,  from 
the  liberality  of  Elder  C.  Santee.  The  104  orphans  are  kept  at 
judicious  work,  and  are  preparing  for  useful  stations  in  after 
Hfe.  Thirty-seven  have  been  instructed  in  our  catechism  and 
are  received  as  hopeful  young  Christians.  The  home  was 
blessed  with  health,  and  yet  three  have  been  called  away, 
and  finished  their  course.  But  a  few  dollars  are  left  in  the 
treasury,  and  the  current  expenses  necessary,  are  such,  that 
the  benevolence  of  the  church,  like  the  quickening  showers 
in  nature,  is  continually  needed. 

2.  Butler  Orphans  Home.  This  institution  has  been  well 
sustained  by  the  churches,  and  its  training  work  was  not  in- 
terrupted. Twenty-three  orphans,  were  received  into  full 
Christian  fellowship,  by  the  right  of  confirmation.  Two 
orphans  have  also  died,  and  cast  thus  a  shadow  over  the 
home.  The  institution  labors  under  a  debt  of  about  ;^  10,000, 
occasioned  in  part,  by  the  withdrawal  of  soldiers'  orphans 
and  state  appropriations.  Here  is  room  for  the  exercise  of 
charity,  not  only  in  regular  contributions,  but  in  richer  and 
more  abundant  gifts  from  individuals. 

3.  Fort  Wayne  Orphans  Home.  This  home  has  fifty-five 
orphans,  on  a  property  valued  in  money  at  $42,000.  It  also 
is  bearing  a  debt  of  ;^6, 400.  The  so-called  Hauck  legacy, 
had  it  been  made  in  the  right  time  and  manner,  so  as  to  have 
been  unimpeachable,  would  have  greatly  helped  the  same. 
$9,000,  apart  from  heavy  litigation  expenses  have  been 
secured,  but  the  same  may  even  yet  be  imperiled  by  a  pos- 
sible revision  of  the  supreme  court.  Here  again  is  the  ad- 
monition: "Whatsoever  thy  hand  findeth  to  do,  do  it  with 
all  thy  might." 

We  submit  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  as  a  church,  we  express  our  thanks  to  the 
Father  of  orphans,  for  the  preservation  and  prosperity  of 
these  homes,  asking  humbly  for  his  continued  favor. 

Resolved,  That  the  s\-nod  desires  among  other  things,  call- 
ing for  special  note  in  this  synodical  centennial  year,  to  em- 
phasize the  abundant  blessing  which  God  has  been  pleased  to 
give  to  this  holy  work  for  the  Lord's  little  ones. 
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Resolved,  That  we  commend  this  holy  cause  to  the  ahns- 
giving  and  the  prayer  of  our  churches,  calHng  upon  our 
synods,  classes  and  people  to  that  end. 

The  time  of  service  on  this  board  of  Elder  Christian  G. 
Gross  has  expired,  and  this  synod  will  provide  for  the  vacan- 
cy, by  an  election. 

From  the  Orphans'  Home  at  Detroit,  Mich.,  no  report,  as 
was    the    case    heretofore,    reached    us.       This  fact,  and  the 
nature  of  former  reports,    incline  your  board  to  make  investi- 
gations in  the  case  so  as  to  be  able  to  report  intelligently. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
ELI  KELLER, 
CHRISTIAN  G.    GROSS, 

Board  of  Dh'cctors. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

DAVID  E.    KLOPP, 

Cliainnan  of  Comndttce. 


III.        ELECTION  OF  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  ORPHANS     HOMES. 

Members  whose  term  expires  May  1896. 

Elder  Jacob  Rader. 

Member  whose  term  expires  May  1899. 

Rev.  Eh  Keller,  D.  D.  Elder  Horace  Ankeney. 

Members  whose  term  expires  May  1902. 

Rev.  Henry  Mosser,  D.  D.  Elder  Christian  G.  Gross. 

Officers  of  the  Board. 

Rev.  Eli  Keller,  D.  D.,  President,  Zionsville,  Pa. 

Rev.  Henry  Mosser,  D.  D.,  Secretafy,  Reading,  Pa. 

Elder  Christian  G.  Gross,  Treasurer,  879  N.  41  St.,  Phila.  Pa. 


DEACONESS    CAUSE    AND    WORK. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  the 
Potomac,  during  the  morning  session  on  Monday,  reported 
in  item  5  that  said  synod  overtured  General  Synod  to  author- 
ize and  define  the  Office  of  Deaconess,  and  having  taken  such 
action,  to  send  it  down  to  the  classes  for  approval  or  rejection. 
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In  this  connection  Rev.  Benj.  S.  Stern  by  request  made 
some  statements  bearing  on  the  condition  and  work  of  the 
Deaconess  Institution  at  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Cincinnati  Classis,  as  reported  by  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Minutes  of  German  Classes  in  item  6,  commends  the 
cause  and  work  of  Deaconesses,  and  petitions  General  Synod 
to  adopt  measures  to  bring  this  scriptural  institution  to  the 
attention  of  the  whole  church. 

On  motion,  the  subject  matter  of  these  items  and  state- 
ments were  referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of 
Revs.  Dr.  Geo.  W.  Williard,  Dr.  Wm.  A.  Hale,  Christian 
H.  Schoepfle,  Dr.  Wm.  Rupp,  Dr.  Jos.  W.  Santee,  Henry 
Dieckman,  John  H.  Stepler,  John  W.  Love,  Elders  Jacob 
W.  Keefer  and  Christian  Uthbrock.  This  committee  during 
the  evening  session  on  the  last  day  of  the  sessions,  submitted 
the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted: 

The  committee  to  which  was  referred  the  overtures  from 
the  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  and  the  Classis  of  Cincinnati,  with 
the  remarks  of  Rev.  B.  S.  Stern,  giving  information  of  the 
work  done  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  would  respectfully  report: 

That  the  Office  of  Deaconess  is  one  that  has  been  rec- 
ognized and  approved  in  the  past  by  the  Reformed  Church 
in  the  actions  that  have  been  taken  upon  the  subject  at  differ- 
ent synodical  meetings,  recommending  the  subject  to  the 
favorable  notice  of  our  people.  Your  committee  rejoices  in 
the  progress  the  work  is  making  in  Dayton,  Cincinnati,  Cleve- 
land and  other  places,  evincing  the  life  and  spirit  of  Chris- 
tianity, seeking,  as  it  does,  to  relieve  the  sufferings  and 
distress  of  the  poor  and  afflicted  of  whom  there  are  always 
some  claiming  our  sympathy  and  help,  and  woulci  suggest 
the  propriety  of  those  ladies  who  feel  themselves  called  to 
such  a  blessed  work  to  avail  themselves  of  the  facilities 
offered  in  schools  established  at  different  places  to  afford  the 
preparation  for  this  branch  of  Christian  activit}\ 

Regarding  the  office  and  work  of  the  Deaconess  as  one 
that  commends  itself  to  our  judgment  and  as  in  full  accord 
with  the  spirit  of  our  holy  religion,  \'our  committee  would 
recommend, 

first,  That  this  .s)'nod  express  its  approval  of  the  growing 
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interest  and  increased  charities  of  the  church  in  behalf  of  the 
poor  and  afflicted  of  whom  there  are  so  many,  especially  in 
our  large  cities,  needing  our  sympathy  and  help. 

Second,  That  this  synod  recognizes  the  scriptural  right  of 
woman  to  the  order  and  work  of  Deaconess,  and  would  com- 
mend the  appointment  of  ladies  qualified  for  this  work  in 
such  congregations  as  may  feel  themselves  ready  to  move  in 
this  line  of  Christian  activity. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  W.  VVILLIARD,  Chahvimt. 


SOCIETY    FOR    RELIEF    OF    MINISTERS,    ETC. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures,  during  the  morning 
session  on  Tuesday,  reported  in  item  17  that  a. communica- 
tion was  received  from  the  Society  for  the  Relief  of  Ministers 
and  their  Widows,  including  a  triennial  statement  of  the 
treasurer  of  the  society.  The  official  communication  and 
financial  statement  were  adopted,  and  are  as  follows: 

I.      TJic   Official  Comumnication. 

To  the  General  Synod: 

In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  society,  we, [the 
undersigned  officers,  respectfully  lay  before  ybur  reverend 
body  the  triennial  statement  of  the  Treasurer  of  "The  Society 
for  Relief  of  Ministers  and  Widows  of  the  Reformed  Church 
in  the  United  States,"  with  the  following  requests. 

1.  That  said  statement  be  incorporated  in  the  printed 
minutes  of  this  synod  both  English  and  German. 

2.  That  this  synod  recommend  to  the  several  classes  to 
urge  their  congregations  to  make  annual  contributions  to  this 
society. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WM.  M.  DEATRICK,  Prcsidcjit, 

T.  FRANKLIN  HOFFMEIER,   Secretary, 

SIMON  S.  MILLER,    Treasu'icr. 
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2.      The   Triennial  Statement. 

The  Triennial  Stafe?nent  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Society  for  the  Relief  of 
of  Ministers  and  their  Widows  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States.  Setting  forth  the  Receipts  and  Expenditures  from  May  ist, 
i8go,  to  May  ist,  i8gj,  also  the  present  financial  condition  of  the  Society , 
and  other  items  of  interest. 

RECEIPTS  FROM  COLLECTIONS. 

EASTERN   SYNOD. 

Classis  of  Schuylkill $      445  9° 

"  Lancaster *  346  84 

Philadelphia 34i  11 

"          East    Pennsylvania 3^7  75 

Tohickon 260  00 

"          Goshenhoppen 230  00 

Lebanon ; 179  00 

Lehigh 171  87 

"           Wyoming I37  4° 

"           West  Susquehanna i  iq  46 

"           East  Susquehanna 27  00 


POTOMAC   SYNOD. 


Classis  of   Maryland... 

"  Gettysburg  . 

"  Mercersburg 

"  Juniata 

"  Virginia  .... 

"  Zion's 

"  Carlisle    .... 


OHIO   SYNOD. 


Classis  of  Miami   . .  . 
"  East  Ohio. 

"  Lancaster 

Tiffin      ... 


$2,586  99 

$  490  77 

226  41 

195  91 

, 195  00 

1 30  00 

63  99 

51  97 

$1,354  05 

PITTSBURG   SYNOD. 

Classis  of  St.  Paul $  276  39 

Clarion 21667 

Allegheny 165  25 

"          Westmoreland •  46  53 

Somerset 106  03 


$      910  87 

S      268  19 

43  61 

35  44 

3'  13 


s    ii'i  yi 
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SYNOD   OF    INTERIOR. 

Classis  of  Illinois $        25  57 

"           Wichita 10  50 

"           Iowa g  06 

$       45  13 

SUMMARY    OF    RECEIPTS. 

Total,  Eastern  Synod $  2,586  99 

"      Potomac  Synod i,354  05 

"      Pittsburg  Synod 910  87 

"      Ohio  Synod   378  37 

"      Interior  Synod 45   13 

$  5.275  41 

From  miscellaneous  sources $      555  41 

From  interest  on  investments 5.712  21 

From   donations 2,266  66 

From  cash  on  hand.  May  i,  1890 2,698  77 

Whole  amount  of  receipts $16,508  46 

EXPENDITURES. 

Eastern    Synod    18  annuitants $  2,235  00 

Potomac   Synod  12  annuitants 1.925  00 

Pittsburgh  Synod  6  annuitants 821  67 

Ohio     Synod          7  annuitants 690  00 

Northwest  Synod  2  annuitants 75  00 

45  $  5.746  67 

Funded  by  new  investment $  7,732  00 

Expenses 223  00 

Cash  on  hand  May  i,  1893 2,806  79 

Whole  amount  expended  $16,508  46 

INVESTED   FUND. 

Real  estate  mortgages $23,050  00 

Railroad  bonds   4,800  00 

Judgment  bonds 2,000  00 

$29,850  00 

'May  1 ,  1893,  cash  on  hand $  2,806  79 

W^hole  amount  of  assets $32,656  79 
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The  society,  at  this  date,  has  a  membership  of  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-five  Hfe  and  eleven  annual  or  contributing 
members. 

An  initiation  fee  of  five  dollars  and  an  annual  contribution 
of  three  dollars  constitutes  a  contributing  member.  The 
payment  of  sixty-five  dollars  in  one  or  more  payments  makes 
a  life  member. 

The  privilege  of  membership  extends  to  all  ministers  of 
the  Reformed  Church  residing  in  any  of  the  United  States 
and  Territories. 

The  benefactions  of  the  society  are  only  given  to  those  in 
need  and  may  be  given, 

1 .  To  disabled  ministers,  who  are  members  of  the  society. 

2.  To  the  widow  and  family  of  a  deceased  member. 

3.  To  the  widow  of  any  deceased  minister  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  in  the  United  States  and  Territories. 

Since  the  meeting  of  the  last  General  Synod  the  society, 
by  reason  of  awakened  interest  on  the  part  of  the  ministry 
and  the  favor  of  the  church,  has  greatly  enlarged  its  sphere 
of  usefulness  and  increased  in  amount  its  annual  appropri- 
ations. 

May  this  year — the  centennial  of  the  origin  of  the  society 
—  be  the  beginning  of  increased  interest  in,  and  larger  giving 
to  the  noble  cause  of  relief  which  it  represents. 
The  present  officers  of  the  society  are 

REV.  W.  M.  DEATRICK,  D.  D.,  President, 

Mercersburg,  Pa. 
REV.  T.  F.   HOFFMEIER,  Secretary, 

Middletown,  Md. 
REV.  SIMON  S.  MILLER,   Treastirer, 

St.  Petersburg,  Pa. 


RESPECTING    YOUNG    PEOPLE  S    SOCIETIES. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures,  during  the  morn- 
ing session  on  Friday,  reported  in  item  5  that  an  official 
communication  was  received  from  the  Brotherhood  of 
Andrew  and  Philip,  giving  a  statement  of  the  work  and 
progress  of  the  association,  and  requesting  the  General  S}-nod 
to  appoint  a  Standing  Committee  on  Young   People's  Work. 
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The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  the 
Interior,  during  the  morning  session  on  Tuesday,  reported  in 
item  5  that  a  certain  action  authorized  the  formation  of 
Reformed  Leagues  of  Christian  Endeavor. 

On  motion,  the  subject  matter  of  these  items  was  referred 
to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  David  W. 
Ebbert,  Thomas  J.  Barkley,  Dr.  John  A.  Hoffheins,  and 
Elders  Josiah  Hay  and  Jacob  H.  Stein.  This  committee, 
during  the  eighth  day  of  the  sessions,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing report,  which  was  received: 

Your  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  communications 
from  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Andrew 
and  Philip,  and  the  action  of  the  Synod  of  the  Interior  con- 
cerning the  formation  of  a  Reformed  League  of  Christian 
Endeavor,  would  submit  the  following  report: 

From  these  communications,  we  learn  of  the  very  com- 
mendable efforts  made  and  practical  methods  devised,  to 
develop  the  latent  resources  of  the  church,  especially  in 
encouraging  personal  work  by  and  for  young  people. 

The  marvelous  growth  of  the  Christian  Endeavor  Society,  • 
having  a  membership  of  5,000  in  our  church,  and  the  rapid 
spread  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Andrew  and  Philip,  now  num- 
bering sixty-eight  chapters  with  a  membership  of  2,000  in 
our  church,  together  with  the  organization  of  many  young 
people's  societies  not  allied  with  any  general  organization, 
are  proof  that  among  our  young  people  there  is  a  strong 
movement  favorable  to  an  organized  effort  within  the  church 
for  extending  God's  kingdom  by  and  among  young  people. 
We  believe  the  time  is  at  hand  when  the  separate  organiza- 
tions should  be  united  into  one  general  organization,  under 
the  supervision  of  one  of  the  existing  Boards  of  General 
Synod. 

In  order  to  provide  a  suitable  supervision  of  young  peo- 
ple's societies  within  the  Reformed  Church,  your  committee 
recommends  the  following: 

I.  That  the  General  Synod  hereby  authorizes  the  organ- 
ization of  a  Reformed  League  of  Young  People's  Societies, 
to  include  all  existing  organizations  such  as  the  Brotherhood 
of  Andrew  and  Philip,  Society  of  Christian  Endeavor,  and 
other  societies,  without  destroying  their  individual  autonomy. 


143 

2.  That  the  organization  of  the  Reformed  League  of 
Young  People's  Societies  be  referred  to  the  Sunday-school 
Board,  which  is  empowered  to  prepare  a  constitution  for  the 
government  of  said  league,  and  to  have  supervision  thereof. 

3.  In  extending  the  Reformed  League  of  Young  People's 
Societies,  no  society  shall  be  organized  in  any  congregation 
without  the  consent  of  the  pastor  or  consistory. 

4.  That,  if  deemed  advisable,  the  Sunday-school  Board, 
at  no  cost  to  the  General  Synod,  may  conduct  a  periodical  in 
the  interest  of  young  people's  work. 

5.  That  the  Sunday-school  Board  shall  prepare  blanks  for 
gathering  statistics  of  young  people's  societies  and  report  to 
the  General  Synod. 

6.  That  the  General  Synod  through  the  District  Synods 
and  Classes  requests  all  the  existing  young  people's  societies 
within  the  church  to  heartily  co-operate  with  the  Sunday- 
school  Board  in  forming  the  Reformed  League  of  Young 
People's  Societies.  Respectfully  submited, 

D.  w.  p:bbert, 

T.  J.  BARKLEY, 
J.  A.  HOFFHEINS, 
J.  H.  STEIN, 

Conunittce. 

After  this  report  had  been  variously  discussed  at  some 
length,  on  motion,  the  following  action  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  whgle  matter  with  reference  to  the 
Society  of  Christian  Endeavor,  the  Brotherhood  of  Andrew 
and  Philip,  and  others,  including  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Brotherhood  and  the  action  of  the  General  S}'nod  at 
Lebanon  in  1890,  (Minutes,  pages  122  and  123)  be  referred 
to  a  special  committee  of  five,  to  report  at  the  next  triennial 
meeting  of  synod,  provided  that  this  reference  shall  not  be 
construed  as  to  curtail  the  liberty  of  pastors  and  people  here- 
tofore prevalent  in  our  church. 

The  committee  called  for  consists  of  Re\s.  Dr.  John  A. 
Hoffheins,  Pxlward  D.  Wettach,  David  \V.  Ebbert.  Dr. 
Henry  Mosser  and  I'^ldcr  William  11.  Schall. 
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ARTICLE  XV. 

SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 

I.        REPORT    OF    BOARD    OF    SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 

The  Board  of  Sunday-schools,  during  the  morning  session 
on  Tuesday,  presented  their  report,  which  was  received,  and 
as  arnended  adopted: 

The  Sunday-school  Board  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following 
report: 

According  to  the  action  of  the  last  General  Synod,  the 
powers  of  the  board  extend  only  to  the  general  supervision 
of  the  Lesson  Helps  and  the  appointment  of  editors.  Our 
work  accordingly  is  confined  to  very  narrow  limits.  No 
changes  have  been  made  except  that  upon  the  resignation  of 
Mrs.  S.  B.  Yockey,  the  publishers  of  our  English  Lesson 
Helps  were  granted  permission  to  arrange  independently  for 
the  preparation  of  the  'primary  lessons.  Rev.  Dr.  J.  E. 
Hiester  and  Rev.  D.  W.  Ebbert  continue  as  editors. 

The  term  of  service  of  the  following  members  expires  with 
this  meeting  of  synod:  Revs.  J).  W.  Ebbert,  J.  H.  Bom- 
berger,  D.  B.  Lady,  J.  S.  Kieffer,  D.  D.,  and  F.  Strassner. 
The  Minutes  of  the  synod  of  Akron,  p.  94,  state  the  rule 
according  to  which  nominations  shall  be  made. 

The  board  regrets  to  report  the  existence  of  a  widespread 
lack  of  interest  in  our  Sunday-school  work.  This  is  evidenced, 
among  other  ways,  by  the  negligence  of  pastors  in  reporting 
the  statistics  of  their  schools,  in  consequence  of  which  our 
Sunday-school  statistical  tables  are  incomplete  and  the  sum- 
maries unreliable;  this  imperfection  making  it  almost  impos- 
sible for  your  board  to  reach  any  accurate  conclusions  with 
reference  to  the  progress  of  the  work.  The  statistics,. as  we 
have  them,  and  a  general  survey  of  the  field,  seem  to  indicate 
that  but  meager  results  have  been  obtained. 

Your  board  is  thoroughly  convinced  that  our  prospects  for 
expansion  and  development  will  be  hampered  and  restricted 
unless  radical  changes  are  made  in  the  method  of  conducting 
our  Sunday-school  interests. 

Of  the  first  importance  is  the  creation  of  the  office  of  a 
General  Sunday-school  Secretary,  the  incumbent  of  which 
shall  devote  all  his  time  and  energy  to  the  fostering  of  our 
Sunday-school  interests.      Provision  for  the  support  of  this 
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officer  can  be  made  for  the  present,  by  apportioning  a  small 
amount  on  each  of  our  schools.  Therefore  we  respectfully 
recommend  the  following  resolution  for  adoption: 

Resolved,  That  the  Sunday-school  Board  be  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  elect  a  General  Sunday-school  Secretary,  who 
shall  give  his  entire  time  to  the.  duties  of  his  office,  and  that 
his  salary  be  provided  for  by  Apportioning  such  an  amount 
on  our  schools  as  will,  in  the  judgment  of  the  board,  be 
deemed  requisite. 

A  paper  was  received  from  the  \V.  C.  T.  U.,  asking  us  to 
provide  for  instruction  in  our  schools  on  the  subject  of  tem- 
perance. In  reply  to  this  communication  the  following 
resolution  is  most  respectfully  offered: 

Resolved,  That  in  our  judgment,  this  request  has  already 
been  substantially  complied  with,  in  our  Sunday-school 
instruction. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CALVIN  S.  GERHARD,  President. 

D.  B.  LADY,  Secretary. 


In  response  to  an  overture  from  the  Board  of  Sunday- 
schools,  asking  to  be  authorized  to  apportion  one  cent  a 
member  (including  officers  and  teachers)  annually  upon  all 
our  schools  for  the  work  of  the  board,  the  General  Synod 
adopted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Sunday-schools  is  hereby 
authorized  to  apportion  at  the  rate  of  one  cent  per  member 
(including  officers  and  teachers)  annually  upon  all  our  Sun- 
day-schools for  work  of  the  Board,  and  that  the  money  thus 
raised  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  Board. 


11.        REPORT    OF     STANDING     COMMITTEE     ON     SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 

(No   report   was   received,    as    it   appears   that   because   of 
some     oversight    no     such     committee     was    appointed     or 
announced. — Stated  Clerk. ) 
10 
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III.       ELECTION    OF    BOARD    OF    SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 
Members  whose  term  expires  May,  1896. 

Rev.  Calvin  S.  Gerhard,  D.  D.  Rev.  Conrad  Clever,  D.  D. 

Rev.  Alpheus  E.  Baichly.  Rev.  A.  Emil  Dahlman. 

Rev.  Charles  F.  Kriete. 

Members  whose  term  expires  1899. 

Rev.  David  B.  Lady,  D.  D.  •  Rev.  Calvin  U.  Heilman. 

Rev.  Frederick  Strassner.  Rev.  Rufus  W.  Miller. 

Rev.  John  H.  Bomberger. 

Officers  of  the  Board. 

Rev.  Conrad  Clever,  D.  D.,  President,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Rev.  David  B.  Lady,  D.  D.,  Secretary,  Curllsville,  Pa. 
Rev.  John  H.  Bomberger,  Treasurer,  Columbiana,  O. 


The  Synod  of  the  Interior,  as  reported  in  item  4  of  the 
report  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  said  Synod, 
overtured  the  General  Synod  to  prepare  Sunday-school  statis- 
tical blanks  for  use  throughout  the  entire  church.  The 
subj'ect  matter  of  this  item  was  referred  to  the  Sunday-school 
Board,  which,  through  its  president,  subsequently  presented 
the  following  report,  and  it  was  adopted: 

In  answer  to  the  overture  from  the  Synod  of  the  Interior, 
referred^to  us  by  the  General  Synod,  we  respectfully  offer 
the  following,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  this  General  Synod  does  not  deem  it  advis- 
able to  add  a  column  to  the  statistical  table  for  benevolent 
contributions  of  Sunday-schools. 


The  Ohio  Synod,  as  reported  by  the  Standing  Committee 
on  the  Minutes  of  said  Synod  in  item  10,  overtured  the  Gen- 
eral Synod  to  consider  a)  the  propriety  of  changing  the  name 
of  Sunday-school  to  that  of  Bible  School,  and  ^)  a  corre- 
sponding change  in  the  title  of  the  literature  furnished  by 
General  Synod's  Board  for  our  Sunday-schools.  On  motion, 
it  was 
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Resolved,  That  the  subject  matter  of  this  item,  including 
sub-items  a)  and  b),  be  referred  to  a  special  committee  to 
report  to  the  General  Synod  at  its  next  triennial  meeting. 

The  committee  as  appointed  consists  of  Revs.  Dr.  Jona- 
than E.  Hiester,  Dr.  Samuel  B.  Yockey,  Dr.  J.  Spangler 
Kieffer,  Peter  H.  Dippell,  Dr.  H.  j.  Ruetenik,  Elders  J.  C. 
Schmid,  Abner  Cort  and  George  W.  Poorman. 


ARTICLE  XVI. 
APPEALS  AND  REFERENCES. 

APPEALS    OF    CHRIST    REFORMED    CHURCH    OF    BETHLEHEM. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  General  Synod, 
during  Thursday  afternoon  session,  reported  in  item  lo  that 
certain  instructions  were  given  to  a  committee  on  the  abstract 
questions  of  law  raised  by  the  appeals  of  the  Consistory  of 
Christ  Reformed  Church  of  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  from  an  action 
of  the  P^astern  Synod,  and  that  a  deliverance  shall  be  recom- 
mended by  the  committee  upon  said  questions  of  law. 
,  The  Judicial  Committee  in  the  case  of  said  appeals  sub- 
mitted their  report,  which  was  received,  and  it  was  ordered 
that  300  copies  thereof  be  printed  for  the  use  of  synod;  and 
the  consideration  of  the  report  was  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for  Friday  afternoon  at  two  o'clock.  This  order,  however, 
to  make  room  for  other  business,  was  subsequently  changed 
to  Saturday  afternoon,  when  the  report  was  duly  considered 
and  adopted,  and  is  as  follows: 

LAW    POINTS    RAISED    BY    THE    BETHLEHEM    APPEALS. 

To  the  Rei'erend  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  CJiureJi  in  the 

United  States: 

Dear  F.\thers  and  Brethren: — Your  committee,. charged 
with  recommending  to  this  synod  a  deliverance  upon  the 
abstract  questions  of  law  raised  by  the  appeals  brought  by 
the  Consistory  of  Christ's  Reformed  Church,  Bethlehem,  Pa., 
begs  leave  to  report  that  it  has  carefull)'  examined  the  papers 
submitted  in  the  case,  viz:     The  Minutes  of  P^ast  Pennsyl- 
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vania  Classis  for  1888;  the  Minutes  of  the  Eastern  Synod  for 
the  same  year;  the  reasons  of  the  several  appeals,  and  the 
argument  of  one  of  the  attorneys  for  the  appellants.  The 
peculiarities  and  facts  of  the  case  were,  as  far  as  possible,  left 
out  of  consideration,  and  attention  was  paid  only  to  the 
points  of  law  at  issue  between  the  parties,  as  they  were 
brought  out  by  the  objections  offered  during  the  process  of 
the  trial,  and  by  the  reasons  given  for  the  appeals. 

The  following  deliverance  is  proposed  as  synod's  interpre- 
tation of  the  law  in  the  premises,  viz: 

1.  A  petition  addressed  to  the  consistory  may  be  referred 
to  the  spiritual  council  for  consideration;  but  the  answer  to 
the  petition  should  come  from  the  consistory,  unless  the  dis- 
position of  the  matter  belongs  to  the  council.  Then  the 
petitioners  should  be  referred  to  that  body  by  the  consistory. 

2.  The  consistory  may  refuse  to  take  any  action  asked  for. 
This  is  implied  in  the  idea  of  a  petition. 

3.  Such  refusal  is  not  subject  to  appeal. 

If  the  petitioners  "conceive  that  the  Constitution  of  the 
Church  or  the  interests  of  religion"  are  affected  by  the 
refusal,  they  may,  according  to  Article  33  of  Constitution, 
carry  it  to  a  higher  court  by  a  complaint. 

4.  A  superior  judicatory  can  not  correct  errors  in  the* 
proceedings  and  continue  hearing  the  case.  As  for  instance, 
the  changing  of  an  appeal  to  a  complaint. 

If  the  interests  of  the  church  demand  that  the  case  be 
heard,  the  error  should  be  pointed  out  and  the  proceedings 
remanded  to  the  lower  judicatory  for  a  new  trial,  as  when 
new  material  evidence  affecting  a  case  is  found.  (See  Article 
30  of  Constitution.) 

5.  A  consistory  may  ask  a  pastor  to  resign. 

This  does  not  imply  that  a  pastor  must  resign  when  such 
a  request  is  made.  He  may  have  very  good  reasons  for 
continuing  at  his  post.  The  action  of  the  consistory,  in  such 
a  case,  is  an  expression  of  its  judgment,  whether  it  be  made 
in  a  request  to  the  pastor  for  his  resignation  or  to  the  classis 
for  the  dissolution  of  the  pastoral  relation.  But  the  constitu- 
tion, in  Article  51,  expressly  declares  that  the  dissolution  of 
the  relation  belongs  exclusively  to  the  classis,  which  may 
act  "either  upon  request  or  as  it  may  deem  expedient." 

6.  A  consistory  has  no  authority  to  arrange  for  the  regu- 
lar supply  of  the  pulpit. 
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The  constitution  recognizes  the  pastoral  as  the  only  proper 
relation  of  minister  to  people.  The  only  instance  where  it 
permits  an  individual  to  act  as  supply  is  in  Article  lO,  where 
ministers  from  foreign  countries,  who  can  not  be  received 
into  regular  connection  with  classis  or  synod  before  they 
have  resided  in  this  country  for  two  years,  are  permitted  to 
do  so  under  the  direction  of  classis. 

If  the  right  to  provide  a  regular,  supply  for  the  pulpit  be 
conceded  to  the  consistory,  the  province  of  the  classis  could 
be  invaded  and  its  constitutional  authority  defied  by  any  con- 
sistory choosing  to  do  so.  Besides,  it  would  then  be  possi- 
ble to  hinder  the  calling  of  a  pastor,  and  the  proper  relation 
of  the  charge  to  the  classis  might  be  endangered. 

The  only  room  for  the  appointment  of  supplies,  other  than 
the  instance  quoted,  is  made  by  Article  5  i  of  the  constitu- 
tion, where  the  classes  are  authorized  "to  take  cognizance  of 
whatever  concerns  the  welfare  of  the  congregations  com- 
mitted to  their  care,  and  which  does  not  come  within  the 
power  of  the  consistory,"  according  to  which  the  classes 
could  appoint  such  a  committee  as  would  represent  it  in 
looking  after  the  interests  of  the  congregation.  And  being 
responsible  to  the  classis  for  the  conduct  of  its  duties,  such  a 
committee  would,  of  course,  preach  during  the  vacancy  and 
make  all  proper  effort  to  aid  the  congregation  in  finding  a 
suitable  pastor. 

7.  A  member  of  a  congregation  can  not  be  deprived  of 
the  right  to  vote  without  an  action  of  the  proper  authorities. 

Under  Article  44  of  the  constitution,  which  limits  to  regu- 
lar communicants  the  right  of  voting  in  spiritual  concerns,  a 
congregation  may  have  a  law  defining  how  frequently  a 
member  must  commune  to  be  a  regular  communicant,  but 
the  fact  of  absences  sufficient  to  affect  the  right  to  vote  must 
be  "determined  by  due  process  of  trial,"  as  determined  by 
deliverance  of  this  body  in  1884.      (See  Minutes,  page  89.) 

8.  No  excommunication  is  binding  unless  the  public 
announcement  required  by  Article  i  14  of  the  constitution 
has  been  made. 

9.  A  person  aggrieved  at  an  act  of  censure  or  reproof, 
taken  in  his  absence,  may  prosecute  an  appeal  or  a  com- 
plaint, if  he  give  notice  of  such  intention  to  the  officers  of 
the  offending  judicatory-  within  ten  days  of  learning  of  the 
decision. 
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Article  30  of  the  constitution  makes  it  the  duty  of  the 
judicatory,  through  its  clerk,  to  give  immediate  notice  to 
the  persons  affected,  and  certainly  no  person's  privilege  can 
be  prejudiced  by  the  failure  of  the  proper  authority  in  the 
matter  of  notification. 

10.  Persons  elected  and   installed  are  the  officers  of  the 
congregation   until   regularly   displaced   by  some  competent , 
authority. 

Article  22  of  the  constitution  makes  the  installation  of 
officers  the  induction  into  office,  and  all  questions  affecting 
the  election  must  be  raised  and  settled  by  complaint  or 
charges  regularly  made  before  the  installation. 

1 1 .  Every  officer  continues  in  office  until  his  successor  is 
properly  elected  and  installed,  except  where  the  officer  is 
removed  from  office  by  the  proper  authority  in  due  process 
of  law. 

12.  No  election  can  be  declared  void  or  set  aside  merely 
because  lawful  votes  were  rejected,  unless  it  can  be  shown 
that  the  votes  rejected  were  sufficient  to  have  affected  the 
result  of  the  election. 

If  elections  were  to  be  made  null  and  void  by  the  rejection 
of  a  few  lawful  votes,  it  would  become  an  easy  matter  for  a 
consistory  to  defeat  any  object  meeting  its  opposition,  by 
preventing  an  election. 

13.  A  classis  can  not  take  up  an  original  complaint 
affecting  the  election,  by  which  a  delegate  was  chosen  elder 
of  the  congregation,  and  so  deprive  the  charge  of  represen- 
tation, by  attacking  the  election.  It  must  seat  a  delegated 
elder  on  presentation  of  proper  credentials. 

Article  47  of  the  constitution  gives  to  every  charge  a 
representation  in  classis  by  "an  elder  deputed  and  furnished 
with  proper  credentials."  This  privilege  no  classis  can 
abridge.  The  classis  may  pass  upon  the  credentials,  and  if 
no  fault  be  found  with  them,  the  delegate  is  to  be  seated. 
The  consistory  is  responsible  for  its  choice. 

14.  The  classis  has  the  right,  in  cases  of  appeal,  to 
inquire  into  the  propriety  of  the  actions  of  the  spiritual 
council. 

This   is  fully   implied  by   Article   37   of  the   constitution, 
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which  requires  "that  all  decisions  and  objections  shall  be 
distinctly  stated  in  the  Minutes"  and  "sent  up  with  the 
appeal  to  the  Appellate  Judicatory." 

15.  A  classis  may  ask  a  minister  to  abstain  from  exercis- 
ing the  functions  of  his  office  in  any  congregation,  when  the 
welfare  of  the  congregation  demands  such  a  course. 

Of  this  the  classis  alone  can  be  the  judge.  To  surrender 
this  prerogative  would  open  the  way  for  endless  troubles. 
If  a  minister  could  continue  the  full  functions  of  his  office 
when  the  opportunity  is  presented,  he  could  defy  the  author- 
ity of  the  classis.  The  right  of  the  classis  to  dissolve  the 
pastoral  relation  carries  with  it  the  authority  to  compel  the 
cessation  from  pastoral  work,  if  the  necessity  arises.  The 
request  is  a  reflection  upon  a  minister  only  when  the  circum- 
stances make  it  so. 

16.  A  call  to  a  former  pastor,  whose  connection  with  the 
charge  has  been  dissolved  by  his  classis,  does  not  constitute 
him  pastor  without  the  action  of  the  classis;  nor  does  such  a 
call  give  the  minister  any  prerogatives  which  must  be 
recognized. 

Article  52  of  the  constitution  requires  that  a  call  must  first 
be  submitted  to  the  classis  and  the  classis  may,  and  under 
some  circumstances  must,  refuse  to  confirm  the  call.  Besides, 
Article  22  of  the  constitution  requires  that  re-elected  elders 
and  deacons  must  be  installed,  from  which  it  is  clear  that  it  is 
entirely  proper  to  require  the  same  when  a  pastor  should  be 
re-elected. 

The  pastoral  arrangement  is  not  one  between  minister  and 
people  simply.  Only  the  classis  can  form  or  dissolve  it. 
All  proceedings  based  upon  any  other  conception  are  wrong 
and  fraught  with  danger. 

Closely  connected  with  these  law  points  are  others  not 
exactly  raised  by  this  case,  but  continually  suggesting  them- 
selves in  such  a  way  as  to  warrant  )^our  committee  in  suggest- 
ing the  following  resolutions  for  adoption  as  a  deliverance  of 
this  synod  to  avoid  future  complications,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  in  every  case  when  an  appeal  or  comj:)laint 
is  sustained  the  appellate  court  shall  make  recorded  deliver- 
ance, defining  the  force  and  effect  of  its  decision. 

Ri'sok'cd,  That  each  superior  judicatory  reviewing  a  case 
shall  make  a  full  record  of  its  findings  in  the  points  traversed 
and  on  which  its  decisions  are  based. 
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Resolved,  That  the  lower  judicatory  shall  always  make  a 
full  record  of  the  testimony  on  which  it  may  have  based  any 
action  which  may  be  regarded  as  affecting  the  constitution  of 
the  church,  the  cause  of  religion  or  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  individuals.  Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  M.  SCHICK, 
JACOB  HEYSER, 
CHRISTIAN  M.  BOUSH, 

Committee. 


THE    LAKE    APPEAL    CASE. 

The  Standing  Commitee  on  Overtures,  during  Tuesday 
morning  session,  reported  in  item  fifteen  that  Rev.  Orange 
E.  Lake  of  Powhattan,  Kansas,  formerly  a  minister  of  the 
Reformed  Church,  furnished  several  letters,  containing  an 
appeal  to  aid  him  in  righting  a  certain  wrong,  which  he  claims 
has  been  committed  against  him. 

The  papers  thus  furnished  were  referred  to  a  special  com- 
mittee, for  the  purpose  of  having  them  examined  and  to  report 
thereon.  This  committee  consists  of  Revs.  William  A. 
Haas,  Samuel  B.  Yockey  and  Elder  Josiah  Kern.  This 
commtttee,  during  the  last  session,  presented  the  following 
report,  which  was  received  and  adopted: 

Your  committee  to  whom  were  referred  certain  papers 
from  Rev.  E.  O.  Lake,  beg  to  report  as  follows:  Rev.  Lake 
fails  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Constitution  in 
what  he  is  pleased  to  call  an  appeal  to  the  General  Synod. 
Hence  his  papers  are  not  properly  before  this  synod  and  can 
receive  no  further  action. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  A.    HAAS,    Chairman. 


THE  APPEAL  OF  REV.    H.    F.    LONG. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  the 
Potomac,  during  the  morning  session  on  Monday,  reported 
in  item  2,  a  notice  of  an  appeal  by  Rev.  Henry  F.  Long 
from  the  decision  of  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  in  his  appeal 
case  from  a  certain  action  of  the  Juniata  Classis,  to  the  Gen- 
eral Synod.      On    motion,    this  appeal,  together  with  all  the 
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papers  and  records,  was  referred  to  a  special  committee  to 
examine  whether  it  is  in  order,  and  if  found  in  order  to 
report  the  manner  in  which  it  is  to  be  considered  before  this 
synod.  Tlic  committee  appointed  for  this  purpose  consists 
of  Revs.  Dr.  John  S.  Stahr,  Samuel  B.  Yockey  and  Elder 
Daniel  Miller.  The  committee,  during  the  morning  session 
on  Tuesday,  submitted  their  report,  which  was  received  and 
adopted: 

Your  committee  on  the  appeal  of  Rev.  Henry  F.  Long 
against  the  action  of  the  Potomac  Synod  would  respectfully 
offer  the  following  report: 

We  have  examined  the  records  and  the  necessary  docu- 
ments in  the  case,  and  find  the  appeal  to  be  in  order.  We 
recommend,  accordingly. " 

1.  That  the  parties  to  the  appeal  be  heard. 

2.  That  each  side  be  allowed  thirty  minutes  in  which  to 
present  its  case;  that  is,  that  the  appellant  be  first  allowed 
twenty-five  minutes,  afterwards  the  appellee  thirty  minutes, 
and  then  the  appellant  five  minutes  to  close  the  argument, 
after  which  the  synod  shall  vote  on  the  question  without 
further  discussion. 

3.  We  also  recommend  that  the  appeal  be  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  Tuesday  afternoon  immediately  after  the  elec- 
tion of  boards  and  delegates. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  S.  STAHR,  Chairman. 

At  the  time  proposed  in  the  report,  the  appeal  was  taken 
up  for  hearing.  The  papers  in  the  case  were  read.  The 
appellant  (Rev.  H.  V .  Long)  was  heard  through  his  counsel 
Rev.  James  L  Good,  D.  D.,  and  the  appellee  (Potomac 
Synod)  was  heard  in  reply  by  its  counsel  Rev.  R.  Leighton 
Gerhart.  After  the  arguments  of  the  counsel  on  both  sides 
were  heard,  the  synod  proceeded  to  vote  in  the  case  b\'  \-eas 
and  nays,  and  the  a[)peal  was  not  sustained,  there  being  fifty 
votes  for  and  fifty-six  against  sustaining  it,  and  two  non- 
liquets,  as  follows: 
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Yeas.  Ministers.— Dr.  D.  F.  Brejidle,  Dr.  J.  E.  Hiester,  Dr.  J.  H. 
Sechler,  Dr.  G.  W.  Williard,  C.  H.  Coon,  H.  T.  Spangler,  Dr.  T.  G.  Ap, 
pie,  G.  B.  Dechant,  J.  G.  Dengler,  Dr.  H.  Mosser,  D.  W.  Ebbert,  G.  W. 
Kerschner,  S.  B.  Yockey,  S.  L.  Runkel,  J.  J.  M.  Gruber,  H.  W.  Vitz,  J. 
Wernly,  J.  C.  Huecker,  H.  O.  Joerris,  H.  Treick,  J.  C,  Leonard,  J.  G. 
Schmid,  H.  Dieckman.  P.  H.  Dippell,  L.  K.  Derr,  M.  Vitz,  H.  Nau,  Dr. 
J.  Dahlman,  F.  Strassner,  J.  Heckman,  A.  Seyring,  F.  M.  Shults,  J.  F. 
Butler.  Elders.— Y.  G.  Hobson,  H.  M.  Housekeeper,  W.  H.  Schall,  J. 
Lesch,  P.  A.  Roth,  M.  F.  Koenig,  G.  F.  Bareis,  E.  Andre,  W.  Casselman, 
F.  Engler,  H.  Marcus.  J.  Longendorfer,  G.  M.  Ehrlen,  J.  Schroeder,  G. 
W.  Poorman,  J.  Easterly,  W.  A.  Kifer.    50. 

Nays.  Ministers.— V>x.  D.  E.  Klopp,  Dr.  J,  S.  Stahr,  Dr.  E.  V.  Gerhart, 
E.  N.  Kremer,  W.  A.  Haas,  I.  W.  Hendricks.  C.  S.  Wieand,  Dr.  A.  B. 
Koplin.  Dr.  S.  G.  Wagner,  T.  J.  Hacker,  W.  H.  Shults,  J.  G.  Steinert,  J.  F. 
Snyder,  Dr.  C.  R.  Dieffenbacher,  S.  T.  Wagner,  C.  Gumbert,  T.  S.  Land, 
Dr.  W.  Rupp,  Dr.  A.  R.  Kramer,  J.  S.  Freeman,  Dr.  J.  O.  Miller,  Dr.  C. 
Clever,  Dr.  J.  S.  Kieffer,  Dr.  W.  M.  Deatrick,  C.  B.  Heller,  J.  C.  Bowman, 
Dr.  M  Bachman.  A.  G.  Berkey,  Dr.  H.  J.  Ruetenik,  J.  H.  Stepler,  J.  Sech- 
ler, F.  C.  Bauman.  Elders.  L.  A.  Stem,  J.  W.  Bickel,  J.  J.  Nissley,  W. 
A.  Heitshu,  J.  Neagley,  W.  Moyer,  N.  C.  Roeder,  J.  Biery,  U.  P.  Getz, 
L.  A.  Kemp,  J.  P.  Zimmerman,  J.  Rohrbaugh,  J.  C.  Schmid,  A.  Cort,  D. 
Humphrey,  J.  Kern,  J.  M.  Conroy,  J.  W.  Kaltenbach,  W.  A.  Drumgold, 
J.  H.  Cost,  C.  Keim,  A.  Heberhg,  G.  K.  Miller,  E.  T.  Mathes.  56. 

NON-LIQUITS.     Ministers.— Q.  H.  Schoepfle  and  J.  Von  Grueningen.    2. 

On  motion,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  define  the  mean- 
ing of  this  vote.  The  committee  consists  of  Revs.  Dr. 
David  E.  Klopp,  John  G.  Steinert  and  Elder  Josiah  Rohr- 
baugh. This  committee,  during  the  afternoon  session  on 
the  eighth  day  of  the  sessions,  submitted  their  report,  which 
was  received  and  adopted: 

Your  committee  to  draft  a  declaration  of  the  meaning  of 
General  Synod's  action  in  refusing  to  sustain  the  appeal  of 
Rev.  Long  against  the  action  of  the  Potomac  Synod  would 
respectfully  offer  the  following  points. 

First.  The  action  of  the  synod  is  to  the  effect  that  Rev. 
Long  lost  his  privilege  of  relief  through  the  higher  court 
when  he  waived  all  irregularities  in  the. procedure  in  the 
court  below  in  its  action  on  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
investigation  and  allowed  a  virtual  trial  in  this  way. 

Second.  The  article  of  the  constitution  forbidding  any 
minister  from  performing  any  ministerial  duties  in  the  charges 
of  another  without  the  consent  of  the  latter,  is  not  of  such 
absolute  character  as  to  warrant  any   truly   arbitrary    applica- 
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tion  of  it  in  every  instance,  but  due  regard  is  to  be  given  to 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  reasonable  account 
is  to  be  made  of  the  wishes  of  those  who  have  the  greatest 
personal  interest  in  the  particular  services  to  be  rendered; 
especially  is  this  the  case  of  the  performance  of  funeral 
services. 

Third.  The  synod  does  not  mean  by  its  action  that  the 
censure  of  the  classis  impugns  the  moral  character  of  Rev. 
Long,  or  in  any  way  affects  his  ecclesiastical  standing  as  a 
minister  in  the  Reformed  Church,  but  only  that  he  over- 
stepped the  bounds  of  propriety  in  the  application  of  a  law 
of  the  church  inasmuch  as  he  regarded  only  his  own  privi- 
leges and  not  those  also  which  belonged  to  those  personally 
interested.  Respectfully  submitted, 

DAVID  E.    KLOPP,    Chainnan. 


APPEAL  CASE  OF  INDIANA  CLASSIS. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures,  during  the  morn- 
ing session  on  Friday,  reported  in  item  9  that  an  appeal  was 
taken  to  the  General  Synod  by  Indiana  Classis  from  an  action 
of  the  Synod  of  the  Northwest  at  its  last  annual  meeting, 
and  that  certain  documents  pertaining  thereto  were  furnished. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  German  Classes, 
during  Tuesday  afternoon  session,  reported  in  item  10  an 
appeal  by  Indiana  Classis  from  a  certain  action  of  the  Synod 
of  the  Northwest  to  General  Synod,  and  the  appointment  of 
Rev.  Charles  F.  Kricte  and  Rev.  John  G.  Steinert  as  coun- 
sel to  defend  classis  before  the  General  Synod.  On  motion, 
it  was 

Resolved,  That  this  appeal,  together  with  all  the  papers 
relating  thereto,  be  referred  to  a  special  committee  to  exam- 
ine whether  it  is  in  order,  and  if  found  in  order  to  report  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  to  be  heard  before  this  synod. 

The  Committee  appointed  consists  of  Revs.  Peter  H. 
Dippell,  Martin  Vitz,  Marcus  Bachman,  and  Elders  Paul 
Sommerlatte  and  John  Reitz.  This  committee,  during  the 
morning  session  on  Monday,    submitted  their    report,    which 


156 

was  received  and  adopted,  and  the  hearing  of  the  appeal    was 
made  the  order  of  the  day    for    Wednesday   morning    imme- 
diately after  the  opening  services.      The  report  is  as  follows: 
.  Your  committee  would  beg  leave  to  report: 

First.  That  after  careful  examination  of  the  documents 
we  find  that  all  requirements  of  the  constitution  have  been 
met  by  the  appellant,  the  Indiana  Classis,  in  the  Rev.  Bar- 
tholomew Warren  case  and  hence  your  committee  finds  the 
appeal  to  be  in  order. 

Second.  Your  committee  recommends  that  the  required 
documents,  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  the  Northwest, 
convened  in  Franklin,  Wisconsin,  and  the  appeal  of  the 
Indiana  Classis  be  presented  to  General  Synod. 

That  the  counsel  for  each  party  be  given  thirty  minutes 
for  arguing  the  case,  after  which  General  Synod  proceed  to 
vote  without  discussion. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

PETER    H.    DIPPELL,    Chainnan. 


At  the  appointed  time  the  appeal  was  taken  up  for  hear- 
ing. The  nature  of  the  case  was  stated  and  the  papers 
pertaining  to  the  appeal  were  read.  Indiana  Classis  as  the 
appellant  was  heard  through  its  counsel,  Revs.  Charles  F. 
Kriete  and  John  G.  Steinert,  and  the  Synod  of  the  North- 
west as  the  appellee  was  heard  in  reply  by  its  counsel  Rev. 
John  C.  Huecker.  The  synod  then  proceeded  to  vote  in 
the  case  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  appeal  was  sustained  by 
74  yeas  to  2  nays,  4  non-liquets  and  3  i  excused  from  voting, 
as  follows: 

Yeas.  Ministers.— \N .  F.  Moore,  Dr.  J.  H.  Sechler,  Dr.  G.  W.  Williard, 
Dr.  J.  S.  Stahr,  Dr.  E.  V.  Gerhart,  C.  B.  Schneder,  G.  B.  Dechant,  W.  A. 
Haas,  I.  W.  Hendricks,  C.  S.  Wieand,  L.  K.  Evans,  J.  S.  Dengler,  T.  J. 
Hacker,  Dr.  H.  Mosser,  Dr.  B.  Bausman,  Dr.  H.  A.  Keyser,  D.  W.  Ebbert, 
G.  W.  Kerschner,  E.  D.  Wettach,  Dr.  J.  A.  Peters,  J.  J.  M.  Gruber,  W. 
H.  Shults,  H.  Treick,  Dr.  C.  R.  Dieffenbacher,  S.  T.  Wagner,  T.  S.  Land, 
Dr.  W.  Rupp,  Dr.  A.  R.  Kremer,  Dr.  J.  W.  Santee,  T.  F.  Hoffnieier,  Dr. 
G.  B.  Russell,  C.  B.  Heller,  J.  C.  Bowman,  W.  H.  Groh,  C.  U.  Heilman, 
H.  Dieckman,  P.  H.  Dippell,  Dr.  M.  Bachman,  M.  Vitz,  H.  Nau,  Dr.  H. 
J.  Ruetenik,  J.  H.  Stepler,  Dr.  J.  Dahlman,  F.  Strassner,  J.  Heckman,  A. 
Seyring,  J.  Sechler,    F.   C.    Bauman,  A.   S.    Dechant.      Elders.—^ .  H. 
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Schall,  J.  Y.  Dietz,  J.  J.  Nissley,  W.  A.  Heitshu,  J.  Neagley,  W.  Moyer, 
N.  C.  Roeder,  J.  Lesch,  J.  H.  Stein,  P.  A.  Roth,  U.  P.  Getz,  G.  F.  Bareis, 

E.  Andre,  W.  Casselman,  F.  Engler,  A.  Cort,  J.  Kern,  H.  W.  Shriver, 
C.  Keim.  A.  Heberlig,  J.  Longendorfer,  G.  M.  Ehrlen,  J.  Schroeder,  G. 
Neher,  G.  K.  Miller.  74. 

Nays.     E/ders.—].  W.  Bickel  and  F.  G.  Hobson.  2. 

NoN-LiQUETS.  Ministers.— Y)r.  D.  F.  Hrendle,  Dr.  J.  E.  Hiester,  J.  G. 
Schmid  and  C.  H.  Coon.   4. 

Excused.  Ministers. — J.  B.  Henry,  E.  N.  Kremer,  Dr.  A.  B.  Koplin, 
Dr.  S.  G.  Wagner,  S.  B.  Yockey,  Dr.  W.  A.  Hale,  S.  L.  RunkeJ,  j.  F. 
Snyder,  C.  Gumbert,  J.  S.  Freeman,  Dr.  P.  C.  Prugh,  I.  N.  Peightel,  Dr. 
J.  O.  Miller,  Dr.  J.  S.  Kieffer,  J.  C.  Leonard,  T.  J.  Barkley,   J.  D.  Miller, 

F.  M.  Shults,  D.  B.  Shuey,  J.  F.  Butler.  E/dcrs.—\M.  Keller,  J.  P.  Zim- 
merman, J.  Rohrbaugh,  D.  Humphrey,  J.  H.  Cost,  J.  T.  Orndorf,  S. 
Hoeflich,  W.  A.  Pence,  G.  VV.  Poorman,  J.  Easterly  and  W.  A.  Kifer.    31. 


.  Appeal  of  PJiiladelpliia   Classis. 

Philadelphia  Classis,  as  reported  by  the  Standinor  Com- 
mittee on  Minutes  of  English  Classes,  in  item  13,  took 
an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Eastern  Synod  in 
1892  in  the  matter  of  the  Skippackville  Church,  and  ap- 
pointed Elders  Freeland  G.  Hobson,  John  W.  Bickel,  Revs. 
Dr.  J.  H.  Sechler,  Dr.  Jas.  Crawford  and  H.  T.  Spangler  to 
prosecute  the  appeal  before  this  General  Synod. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  the  Eastern  Syn- 
od, during  the  afternoon  session  on  Saturday,  reported  in 
item  9  that  Philadelphia  Classis  had  appealed  to  the  General 
Synod  from  the  action  of  the  Eastern  Synod  in  sustaining  the 
complaint  of  Goshenhoppen  Classis  with  reference  to  the 
Skippackville  congregation;  and  reported  in  item  10  the  ap- 
pointment of  Revs.  L.  K.  P^vans  and  D.  E.  Schoedler  as 
counsel  to  defend  the  Eastern  Synod  before  the  General 
Synod. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  this  appeal,  together  with  the  papers  and 
records  relating  thereto,  be  referred  to  a  special  committee 
to  examine  whether  it  is  in  order,  and  if  found  in  order  to 
report  the  manner  of  hearing  it  before  this  body. 
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The  committee  called  for  consists  of  Revs.  Dr.  John  A. 
Peters,  David  W.  Ebbert  and  Elder  Henry  W.  Shriver. 
This  committee,  during  the  morning  session  on  Tuesday, 
submitted  their  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted: 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  item  13  in  the  re- 
port of  the  Standing  Committee  on  English  Classes,  and 
item  9  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the 
Eastern  Synod,  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  report,  to  wit: 

We  find  said  appeal  of  the  Philadelphia  Classis  from  the 
action  of  the  Eastern  Synod  to  be  regular  and  in  order  and 
would  therefore  recommend  the  hearing  of  the  case  according 
to  the  following  method: 

1.  That  the  documents  relating  to  the  case  shall  be  read. 

2.  That  each  party  shall  be  allowed  45  minutes  in  which 
to  present  its  case  and  shall  have  the  privilege  of  dividing 
the  time  as  it  may  deem  best,  the  appellant  opening  the  case. 

3.  After  the  close  of  the  argument  the  vote  shall  be  taken 
without  any  debate. 

4.  The  appeal  shall  be  heard  on  Wednesday  morning, 
immediately  after  the  appeal  of  the  Indiana  Classis  shall  have 
been  considered. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  A.  PETERS,  Chairman. 

At  the  time  designated  in  the  report,  the  appeal  was 
heard.  The  papers  in  the  case  were  read.  The  appellant 
(Philadelphia  Classis)  was  heard  through  its  counsel,  Elders 
Freeland  G.  Hobson,  John  W.  Bickel,  Revs.  Dr.  John  H. 
Sechler,  Dr.  James  Crawford  and  Henry  T.  Spangler,  and 
the  appellee  (Eastern  Synod)  was  heard  in  reply  by  its  coun- 
sel, Revs.  L.  Kyder  Evans  and  Daniel  E.  Schoedler.  The 
synod,  after  hearing  the  arguments,  proceeded  to  vote  in  the 
case  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  appeal  was  sustained  by 
fifty-five  yeas  to  forty-six  nays,  eight  non-liquits  and  one 
excused,  as  follows: 

Yeas.  Ministers.— Dx.  D.  E.  Klopp,  Dr.  J.  H.  Sechler,  Dr.  G.  W. 
Williard,  C.  H.  Coon,  J.  B.  Henry,  D.  W.  Ebbert,  G.  W.  Kerschner,  S.  B. 
Yockey,  Dr.  W.  A.  Hale,  N.  H.  Loose,  S.  L.  Runkel,  E.  D.  Wettach,  J.  J. 
M.  Gruber,  H.  W.  Vitz,  C.  H.  Schoepfle,  H.  O.  Joerris,  Dr.  W.  Rupp,  I. 
N.  Peightel,  Dr.  J.  W.  Santee,  Dr.  C.  Clever,  Dr.  G.    B.  Russell,  J.  C. 
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Leonard,  P.  H.  Dippell,  L.  K.  Derr,  Dr.  M.  Bachman,  M.  Vitz,  H.  Nau, 
Dr.  H.  J.  Ruetenik,  Dr.  J.  Dahlnian,  F.  Strassner,  J.  Heckman,  J.  Sechler, 

F.  M.  Shults,  J.  F.  Butler.  Eiders.— \\.  Keller,  J.  W.  Bickel,  F.  G.  Hob- 
son,  W.  H.  Schall,  J.  Y.  Dietz,  W.  A.  Heitshu,  H.  M.  Otto,  G.  F.  Bareis,  J. 
Friedly,  J.  Rohrbaugh,  F.  Eiigler,  H.  Marcus,  W.  A.  Drumgold,  W.  A. 
Pence,   C.  Keini,  A.  Heberlig,  J.  Longendorfer,  J.  Schroeder,  G.  Neher, 

G.  W.  Poormaii,  J.  Easterly.     55. 

Nays.  Ministers.— Dr.  D.  F.  Brendle,  Dr.  J.  E.  Hiester,  Dr.  J.  S.  Stahr, 
C.  B.  Schneder,  W.  A.  Haas,  I.  W.  Hendricks,  C.  S.  Wieand,  L.  K.  Evans, 
Dr.  A.  B.  Koplin,  T.  J.  Hacker,  Dr.  H.  Mosser,  Dr.  B.  Bausman,  Dr.  J.  A. 
Peters,  W.  H.  Shults,  J.  Wernly,  J.  F.  Snyder,  S.  T.  Wagner,  T.  S.  Land, 
Dr.  A.  R.  Kremer,  J.  S.  Freeman,  Dr.  P.  C.  Prugh,  Dr.  J.  O.  Miller,  Dr.  J. 
S.  Kieffer,  A.  H.  Smith,  T.  J.  Barkley,  J.  C.  Bowman,  J.  D.  Miller,  W.  H. 
Groh,  C.  U.  Heilman,  J.  G.  Schmid,  A.  Seyring,  F.  C.  Bauman,  A.  S. 
Dechant.  Elders.—].  Neagley,  N.  C.  Roeder,  L.  P.  Hecker,  J.  H.  Stein, 
E.  Andre,  D.  W.  Souder,  A.  Cort,  J.  Kern,  J.  H.  Cost,  H.  W.  Shriver,  J. 
Reitz,  G.  K.  Miller,  W.  A.  Kifer.     46. 

NON-LIQUIT.     Ministers. — Dr.  C.  R.  Dieffenbacjier,  S.  S.   Miller,  C.  B. 
Heller,  J.  H.  Stepler,  T.  F.  Hoffmeier,  D.  B.  Shuey,  H.  Dieckman,  and 
Elder  J.  P.  Reed.    8. 
Excused.    Rev.  Dr.  J.  A.  Hoffheins.     i. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  define  the 
meaning  of  the  decision  in  this  appeal,  and  to  report  to  this 
synod. 

The  committee  consists  of  Revs.  Dr.  Geo.  B.  Russell, 
Jacob  F.  Snyder  and  Elder  Gabriel  K.  Miller.  This  com- 
mittee, during  the  afternoon  session  on  Thursday,  the  last 
day  of  the  sessions,  submitted  the  following  report,  which 
was  received  and  adopted: 

The  effect  of  the  decision  reached  by  the  General  Synod  in 
sustaining  the  appeal  of  the  Philadelphia  Classis  against  the 
action  of  the  Eastern  Synod,  in  the  matter  of  the  complaint 
originally  made  by  the  Goshenhoppen  Classis  against  the 
Philadelphia  Classis  for  having  received  an  independent  con- 
gregation at  Skippackville,  on  its  own  application,  as  an 
integral  part  of  the  Reformed  Church,  under  the  care  of  the 
Philadelphia  Classis,  puts  the  case  in  the  following  status, 
to  wit: 

First.  It  does  not  involve  any  specific  determination  of  the 
complicated  boundary  line  between  the  above  named  classis, 
but  the  conclusion  reached   is  to  the  effect  that  the    Philadel- 
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phia  Classis  acted  regularly  in  receiving  the  said  congregation 
into  the  Reformed  Church. 

Second,  Under  all  the  circumstances  with  which  this  Gen- 
eral Synod  was  made  acquainted  in  the  process  of  hearing 
this  appeal,  it  is  now  settled  that  the  Philadelphia  Classis  is 
to  be  left  in  the  rightful  possession  and  control  of  said  con- 
gregation as  a  part  of  its  own  classical  territory. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  B.  RUSSELL,  Chairman. 


ARTICLE  XVn. 
COMPLAINTS. 

Nothing  occurred  requiring  attention. 


ARTICLE  XVIII. 
CHURCH  GOVERNMENT. 

THE  REVISED  CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  CHURCH. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  the  General  Synod, 
during  the  afternoon  session  on  the  second  day  of  the  ses- 
sions, reported  in  item  1 1  that  a  new  committee  had  been 
appointed  in  1890  on  the  revision  and  improvement  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  Reformed  Church,  with  instructions  to 
report  to  this  General  Synod. 

Thereupon  the  committee  submitted  their  report,  which 
was  read,  and  is  as  follows: 

Your  Committee  on  Revision  and  Improvement  of  the 
Constitution  offers  the  following: 

Your  committee  held  its  first  meeting  as  soon  as  it  was 
convenient  to  do  so,  after  the  adjournment  of  the  Synod  of 
Lebanon,  in  the  First  Church  of  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania, 
and  remained  in  session  for  three  days  and  a  half  At  this 
meeting  the  committee  organized,  appointing  Rev.  Dr.  H. 
H.  W.  Hibshman,  chairman,  and  Rev.  Dr.  J.  M.  Titzel, 
secretary.  All  the  members  were  present  but  one,  who  was 
compelled    to    meet  another  engagement.      Your  committee 


realized  deeply  the  responsibility  of  the  task  of  revising  and 
improving  a  document  expressing  the  organic  law  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  in  the  United  States,  and  entered  upon  the 
work  in  the  spirit  of  prayer  and  dependence  upon  Divine 
guidance. 

The  committee  had  no  desire  but  that  of  carrying  out  the 
instruction  of  your  reverend  body  and  resolved  to  revise  and 
to  improve  only  and  in  no  way  introduce  new  matter.  We 
did  not  draft  a  new  constitution.  We  eliminated  words  and 
clauses  and  reconstructed  sentences,  hence  the  classes  will 
not  be  called  upon  to  review  a  document  with  which  they 
are  not  to  a  greater  or  less  degree  familiar,  if  in  your  wisdom 
you  see  fit  to  refer  our  work  to  the  same  for  approval  or 
rejection.  We  think  the  work  is  in  harmony  with  the  spirit 
and  genius  of  our  Reformed  Zion,  and  that  it  faithfully  repre- 
sents the  organic  law  by  which  we  have  been  governed  in 
the  past.  By  comparison  with  the  old  constitution  we  hope 
you  will  find  the  new  a  decided  improvement  in  the  govern- 
ment of  the  church.  Your  committee  held  four  full  sessions 
of  several  days  each. 

At  our  first  meeting  'all  of  the  objections  made  by  cla.sses 
reported  as  voting  not  approving  of  the  constitution,  as  well 
as  those  of  the  five  classes  reported  as  approving  the  consti- 
tution excepting  one  or  two  articles,  were  carefully  consid- 
ered and  such  objections  well  taken  were  heeded  by  us  in 
the  work  of  revision. 

Your  committee,  however,  felt  that  a  few  objections  were 
made  by  a  few  classes  because  of  a  njisapprehension  of  the 
text  and  spirit  of  the  articles,  consequently  no  changes  were 
made  by  us,  and  they  remain  as  they  were  framed  by  former 
committees. 

Article  83,  now  82,  was  reformulated  so  as  to  protect  any 
member  of  a  classis  in  his  rights  to  object  to  the  transaction 
of  any  item  of  business  by  any  executive  committee. 

Before  adjournment  at  the  first  meeting  held  at  Lancaster, 
Pa.,  a  sub-committee  was  appointed  consisting  of  the  Rev. 
Dr.  H.  H.  W.  Hibshman,  Rev.  Dr.  J.  Spangler  Kiefier, 
Rev.  Dr.  John  M.  Titzel,  and  Elder  John  W.  Bickel,  to 
which  was  assigned  the  special  work  of  revising  carefully, 
and  when  ready  report  at  the  next  full  meeting  of  the  com- 
mittee. Our  final  meeting  was  held  in  the  lecture-room  of 
St.  Paul's  Church,  Reading,  Pa.,  on  the  23d,  and  24th,  of 
11 
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May  '93.  The  work  of  translating  the  revision  into  the 
German  language  was  entrusted  to  Rev.  Dr.  John  Bachman, 
Rev.  Dr.  Marcus  Bachman,  Prof.  Franklin  Grether,  and 
Elder  Christian  M.    Boush. 

In  the  judgment  of  your  committee  it  was  thought  best 
not  to  attempt  the  revision  of  the  new  forms  and  recom- 
mends that  the  forms  bound  up  with  the  old  constitution  be 
used  until  synod  has  ascertained  whether  the  classes  approve 
the  new  constitution. 

With  care  and  diligence  your  committee  did  its  work,  fully 
appreciating  the  scholarship  and  the  labors  of  previous  com- 
mittees in  the  preparation  of  this  constitution.  It  is  also 
grateful  to  the  brethren  of  the  church  who  made  suggestions 
and  gave  criticism,  aiding  us  in  the  prosecution  of  the  work 
now  finished  and  offered  for  your  consideration  and  approval. 
It  took  time  and  thought  to  revise  and  improve  that  upon 
which  the  hands  of  scholars  had  put  their  impress. 

We  now  submit  to  your  reverend  body  the  constitution  as 
revised  in  printed  form  both  in  German  and  in   ELnglish. 

We    also    recommend    that    the  synod  resolve  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  on  next  Friday  at  three    o'clock   and 
make  the  order  of  the  day  at  that  hour  the    consideration    of. 
this  constitution. 

The  traveling  expenses  of  the  members  of  the  committee, 
the  cost  of  printing,  except  the  bill  'from  the  German  Publi- 
cation House,  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,. postage,  and  other  inci- 
dental expenses,  were  promptly  paid  by  the  treasurer  C.  G. 
Gross. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  H.  W.  HIBSHMAN, 
JOHN  M.  TITZEL, 

J.  spanglp:r  kieffer, 

JOHN  BACHMAN, 
MARCUS  BACHMAN, 
DEWALD  S.  FOUSE, 
FRANK  GRETHER, 
CHRISTIAN  M.  BOUSH, 
JOHN  W.  BICKEL, 

Committee. 

Along  with  the  foregoing  report,  and  as  a  part  thereof, 
printed  copies  of  the  proposed  constitution  in  pamphlet  form, 
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both  in  the  EngHsh  and  the  German  language,  were  distrib- 
uted among  the  members  of  synod,  to  afford  them  an  oppor- 
tunity for  careful  and  intelligent  examination. 

On  motion,  the  consideration  of  the  proposed  constitution 
was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Friday  afternoon  at  three 
o'clock.  At  the  appointed  time,  the  synod  having  convened 
in  regular  session,  the  constitution  was  taken  under  consid- 
eration. At  this  point  the  synod  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  with  Rev.  E.  V.  Gerhart,  D.  D.,  in  the 
chair,  and  Rev.  Wm.  A.  Haas  was  appointed  secretary. 
After  being  in  session  several  hours,  discussing  different 
points  in  succeeding  Articles  of  the  Constitution,  the  com- 
mittee rose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  permission  to  sit 
again.  Similar  sessions  were  held  on  Monday  afternoon, 
Tuesday  evening  and  Wednesday  evening.  After  having 
thus  given  earnest  and  thoughtful  consideration  to  the  consti- 
tution, the  committee  of  the  whole  rose  and  reported  its 
completed  work  in  its  final  form  to  the  General  Synod. 

Thereupon,  on  motion,  the  following  action  was  adopted: 
Whereas,  The  General  Synod  having  resolved  itself  into 
ii  committee  of  the  whole  for  the  purpose  of  taking  action  on 
the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  at  Lebanon,  Pa.,  to 
revise  the  Constitution  of  the  Church,  said  committee  reports 
to  the  General  Synod  for  its  action  the  following  resolutions, 
viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Revision 
of  the  Constitution  as  amended  be  adopted  and  that  the 
Constitution  submitted  be  approved  as  an  ordinance  of  the 
church. 

Resolved,  That  said  ordinance  be  transmitted  to  the  classes 
of  the  church  to  decide  upon  the  approval  or  rejection  there- 
of, at  the  first  annual  meeting,  by  each  classis  respecti\'ely 
held,  after  the  publication  of  the  Minutes  of  this  General 
Synod  containing  the  same;  and  that  the  District  Synods  are 
hereby  directed  to  make  at  their  annual  meeting  succeeding 
the  annual  meetings  of  all  the  classes  in  their  respective  dis- 
tricts, a  record  of  the  vote  of  each  classis,  and  which  classes 
have  failed  to  take  action,  or  were  unable  to  arrive  at  any 


16-1 

definite  conclusion  in  regard  to  the  matter,  and  send  im- 
mediately through  their  Stated  Clerks,  duly  certified  copies 
of  such  record  to  the  Stated  Clerk  of  this  General  Synod, 
who  shall  present  the  same  to  this  synod  at  its  next  triennial 
session. 

Resolved,  That  this  General  Synod  would  also  call  to  the 
attention  of  the  several  classes,  that  under  Article  80  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  Church,  the  vote  upon  the  ordinance 
must  be  for  approval  or  rejection  as  a  whole,  and  that  a  qual- 
ified approval  or  rejection  upon  condition  that  specified 
changes  be  made,  works  a  rejection  of  the  whole  ordinance. 

Resolved,  That  the  Constitution,  as  now  amended  and  ap- 
proved by  the  General  Synod,  be  embodied  in  the  printed 
Minutes  of  this  General  Synod. 
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CONSTITUTION 

Of  the  Reformed   Church   in  the  United  States, 

as  Approved  by  the  General  Synod  at 

Reading,  Pa.,  May  31, 1893. 


For  the  maintenance  of  truth  and  order  in  accordance  with  the  Word  of 
God,  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  ordains  this  Constitution 
to  be  its  fundamental  hiw  for  government,  doctrine  and  cuhus,  and 
declares  the  same  to  have  binding  authority  on  all  its  members,  congrega- 
tions and  courts. 

MEMBERS. 

Article  i.  All  persons  baptized  by  the  Church  are  members  thereof, 
under  its  care  and  subject  to  its  government  and  discipline. 

Art.  2.  Persons  received  into  full  communion  with  the  Church  by 
confirmation,  certificate,  or  renewal  of  profession,  and  not  afterwards 
excluded  from  the  Lord's  Supper,  shall  be  regarded  as  communicant 
members.  They  alone  are  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
Church,  and  can  be  deprived  of  the  same  only  by  due  process  of  discipline. 

Art.  3.  Those  baptized  in  infancy  shall  be  received  into  full  commun- 
ion with  the  Church  by  confirmation;  and  unbaptized  adults,  by  baptism 
and  confirmation.  In  both  cases  they  shall  first  receive  proper  instruc- 
tion in  the  truths  of  the  Gospel,  and  give  satisfactory  evidence  of  their 
faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Art.  4.  Members  of  other  branches  of  the  Christian  Church,  in  good 
and  regular  standing,  may  be  received  into  the  membership  of  the 
Reformed  Church  by  certificate  of  dismission.  If,  however,  such  a  certi- 
ficate can  not  be  procured,  they  may,  no  moral  impediment  existing,  be 
received  by  a  renewal  of  their  profession  of  faith  in  Christ.  This  does  not 
preclude  the  Spiritual  Council  from  deciding  in  either  case,  whether, 
before  they  are  thus  received,  they  shall,  or  shall  not,  be  instructed  in  the 
fundamental  truths  of  the  Christian  religion  as  set  forth  in  the  Heidelberg 
Catechism. 

Art.  5.  Members  removing  from  one  congregation  to  another,  shall 
obtain  a  certificate  of  dismission,  and  at  the  first  opportunity  unite  with 
the  congregation  into  whose  bounds  they  have  moved.  The  Spiritual 
Council  dismissing  them  shall  immediately  communicate  the  fact  to  the 
Si)iritual  Council  of  the  congregation  to  which  they  have  been  dismissed, 
and  the  latter  shall  promptly  give  notice  to  the  former  of  their  reception. 
Members  dismissed  shall  be  amenable  to  the  congregation  dismissing 
them,  until  they  shall  have  been  received  by  another  congregation.  A 
certificate  of  dismission  shall  be  valid  only  for  one  year  from  its  date. 
The  dismission  of  an  elder  or  a  deacon  shall  end  his  term  of  office  in  the 
congregation. 
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Art.  6.  It  is  the  duty  of  church  members  to  live  sober,  righteous  and 
godly  lives,  and  to  labor  faithfully  in  bringing  others  to  Christ.  They 
shall  obey  the  laws  and  rules  of  Hfe,  prescribed  in  the  Word  of  God  and 
in  the  Constitution  and  enactments  of  the  Church,  and  contribute  liberally, 
in  proportion  to  their  means,  to  the  support  of  the  Gospel  and  for  the 
extension  of  the  Kingdom  of  Christ.  Every  member  shall  faithfully 
attend  the  public  services  of  the  Church,  and  diligently  engage  in  private 
devotions;  and  those  who  have  been  confirmed  shall  regularly  partake  of 
the  Lord's  Supper.  Parents  shall  give  especial  attention  to  the  religious 
training  of  the  members  of  their  household. 

CONGREGATIONS. 

Art.  7.  A  congregation  of  the  Reformed  Church  is  a  body  of  Chris- 
tians accepting  the  Heidelberg  Catechism  as  its  standard  of  faith  and 
doctrine,  and  organized  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  Church. 

Art.  8.  Whenever  it  is  desired  to  constitute  a  congregation,  the  church 
members  who  are  willing  to  enter  into  such  organization  shall  sign  the 
following  memorial,  and  address  the  same  to  the  Classis  within  whose 
bounds  the  congregation  is  to  be  organized: 

We,  whose  names  are  hereunto  affixed,  desiring  to  be  constituted  a 
congregation,  that  we  may  have  better  facilities  for  enjoying  the  holy 
ordinances  of  the  Christian   Church,  do   hereby  petition  the  Classis  of 

to  constitute  us  such,  under  the  name  of  congregation,  in  the 

township  (town  or  city)  of county  of ,  and  State  of   ,  and 

declare  our  readiness  to  be  governed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States. 

(Date.)  '  (Signed.) 

If  the  Classis  approve  of  the  proposed  organization,  it  shall  appoint  a 
committee  to  superintend  the  election  of  elders  and  deacons  and  induct 
them  into  office.  After  the  acts  thus  authorized  have  been  performed, 
and  have  been  sanctioned  by  the  Classis,  the  organization  shall  be  enrolled 
as  a  regular  congregation  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  -States. 

Art.  9.  Whenever  a  congregation  desires  to  become  an  incorporated 
body  under  the  civil  laws,  a  draft  of  the  proposed  articles  of  incorporation 
shall  be  submitted  to  Classis  for  approval  before  its  presentation  to  the 
civil  authorities.  In  all  cases,  unless  there  be  legal  difficulties,  the  Con- 
sistory shall  in  the  charter  be  constituted  the  trustees  of  the  congregation. 

Art.  id.  Every  congregation  shall  adopt  a  constitution  or  by-laws  for 
its  own  government.  Such  constitution  or  by-laws  must  be  in  accordance 
with  its  charter  and  with  the  Constitution  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 
United  States. 

Art.  II.  To  the  trustees  shall  be  committed  the  care  and  control  of 
the  property  of  the  congregation,  whether  real  or  personal,  moneys  or 
legacies.  They  shall  hold  the  property  as  a  sacred  trust  for  the  congre- 
gation, keep  the  church  edifice  and  other  buildings  belonging  to  the  con- 
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gregation  in  proper  repair,  and  prevent  the  house  of  God  from  being  used 
for  improper  purposes.  In  matters  of  a  general  nature,  such  as  the  pur- 
chasing or  selling  of  property,  the  borrowing  of  money,  and  the  remodel- 
ing or  erection  of  buildings,  the  trustees  can  determine  nothing  finally 
without  the  consent  of  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  congregation 
assembled  at  a  meeting  called  for  the  purpose,  of  which  meeting  at  least 
two  weeks'  previous  public  notice  shall  be  g'iven. 

Art.  12.  The  common  interests  of  two  or  more  congregations  united 
in  one  pastoral  charge  shall  be  committed  to  a  Joint  Consistory,  composed 
of  the  members  of  the  Consistories  of  the  congregations  included  in  the 
charge.  No  congregation  shall  withdraw  from  such  charge  without 
permission  of  Classis. 

Art.  13.  On  the  dissolution  of  a  congregation,  the  Classis  with  which 
it  was  connected  shall  have  jurisdiction  over  its  members,  and  transfer 
them  to  another  congregation.  Classis,  also,  shall  have  charge  and  con- 
trol of  the  property  of  said  dissolved  congregation,  and  shall  determine 
any  case  of  discipline  begun  by  the  Spiritual  Council  and  not  completed. 
And  if  a  congregation  shall  withdraw  from  connection  with  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States,  the  official  character  of  the  elders,  deacons 
and  trustees  shall  immediately  cease,  and  the  Classis  to  which  it  belonged 
shall  succeed  to  all  the  rights,  powers  and  prerogatives  of  the  trustees 
touching  the  property,  real  and  personal. 

CHURCH    OFFICES. 

Art.  14.     The  offices  of  the  Reformed  Church  are: 

1.  The  office  of  Minister  of  the  Word. 

2.  The  office  of  Teacher  of  Theology. 

3.  The  office  of  Elder. 

4.  The  office  of  Deacon. 

MINISTERS    OF    THE    WORD. 

Art.  15.  A  Minister  f)f  the  Word  is  a  member  of  the  Church,  called  by 
Christ  to  the  ministry  of  reconciliation,  and  ordained  and  consecrated  by 
jjrayer  and  the  laying  on  of  hands,  to  preach  the  Gospel,  to  dispense  the 
holy  Sacraments,  to  administer  Christian  discipline,  and  to  give  himself 
wholly  to  the  service  of  Christ  in  His  Church. 

Art.  16.  A  minister  receiving  a  call  from  a  charge,  and  willing  to 
serve  the  same,  shall  {jresent  said  call  together  with  his  acceptance  of  it 
to  Classis  or  its  Executive  Committee  for  consideration;  and  if  the  caH  be 
confirmed,  provision  shall  at  once  be  made  for  his  installation  as  pastor. 
No  call,  however,  shall  be  confirmed  unless  the  support  of  the  pastor  is 
therein  adetiuately  provided  for,  and  the  salary  of  the  preceding  pastor 
has  been  jiaid,  or  satisfactory  arrangements  for  its  jiayment  have  been 
made;  nor  shall  any  Classis  refuse  to  confirm  a  call,  unless  there  be  strong 
reason  for  withholding  such  confirmation. 

Art.   17.     Every  pastor  shall  reside  within  the  liounds  uf   his  charge. 
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unless  Classis  give  him  permission  to  reside  elsewhere;  and  no  minister 
having  received  a  call  from  a  charge  shall  move  into  it,  or  perform  any- 
pastoral  duties  in  it,  without  having  first  obtained  the  consent  of  Classis  or 
its  Executive  Committee. 

Art.  1 8.  Every  pastor  shall  keep  in  a  book,  which  shall  be  the  proper- 
ty of  the  congregation,  a  complete  record  of  all  baptisms,  confirmations, 
communicants,  receptions  on  certificate,  renewals  of  profession,  dismis- 
sions, erasures  of  names,  suspensions,  depositions  from  office,  excommun- 
ications, marriages  and  deaths. 

Art.  19.  A  pastor  desiring  to  resign  his  charge,  shall  lay  his  resigna- 
tion before  its  Consistory,  which  "shall  take  early  action  on  it.  The 
resignation  and  the  consequent  action  of  the  Consistory,  shall  then,  as 
soon  as  possible,  be  laid  before  the  Classis  or  its  Executive  Committee  for 
consideration  and  action.  No  pastor  shall  leave  his  charge,  or  accept  a 
call  from  another,  before  his  resignation  has  been  approved  and  the  pas- 
toral relation  has  been  dissolved  by  Classis  or  its  Executive  Committee. 

Art.  20.  A  minister  shall  not  officiate  in  the  charge  of  another  minister 
without  his  consent;  nor  shall  he  serve,  as  a  regular  supply,  a  vacant  con- 
gregation or  charge,  without  the  consent  of  the  Classis  or  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Classis  to  which  the  congregation  or  charge  belongs. 
He  shall  be  a  member  of  that  Classis  within  whose  bounds  he  resides, 
unless  he  is  a  professor  in  some  institution  of  the  Church,  in  which  case  he 
may  be  a  member  of  any  Classis  connected  with  the  Synod  or  Synods 
under  whose  care  the  institution  is  conducted. 

Art.  21.  A  minister  is  bound  to  continue  in  the  service  of  the  sanctu- 
ary as  long  as  he  lives.  He  is  not  permitted  to  devote  himself  to  a  secular 
calling  without  the  consent  of  Classis.  Educational  or  other  direct  work 
for  the  Church,  shall  not  be  regarded  as  a  secular  calling. 

Art.  22.  If  a  minister  not  otherwise  chargeable  with  an  offense, 
renounces  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Church  by  joining  another  denomination 
without  being  regularly  dismissed  thereto,  Classis  shall  record  the  fact 
and  erase  his  name  from  its  roll.  If  charges  are  pending  against  him,  he 
may  be  tried  thereon.  If,  however,  he  has  abandoned  the  ministry,  or 
declared  himself  independent,  his  name  shall  be  erased,  or  he  may  be 
deposed  or  excommunicated,  as  the  case  may  require. 

Art.  2^.  A  minister  compelled  by  age  or  infirmity  to  retire  from  the 
active  duties  of  the  ministry,  still  retains  his  right  to  a  seat  and  vote  in  his 
Classis  and  in  the  Synods,  and  to  perform  ministerial  acts  within  the 
restrictions  specified  in  Article  20  of  this  Constitution. 

Art.  24.  A  minister  from  another  ecclesiastical  body,  before  being 
admitted  into  the  ministry  of  this  Church,  shall  present  a  certificate  of  dis- 
mission, and  be  examined  as  to  his  orthodoxy*  and  the  purity  of  his  inten- 
tions. If  his  application  be  approved,  he  may,  upon  signing  the  formula 
prescribed  for  licentiates,  be  admitted  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the 
Classis  or  Synod  to  which  he  has  applied  for  reception. 
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TEACHERS   OF    THEOLOGY. 

Art.  25.  A  Teacher  of  Theology  is  a  Minister  of  the  Word  who  has 
been  elected  and  inaugurated  as  a  professor  in  a  theological  institution  of 
the  Church.  He  shall  be  chosen  in  such  manner  as  may  be  determined 
by  the  Synod  or  Synods  to  whose  jurisdiction  the  Seminary  is  subject. 

Art.  26.  Xo  person  shall  be  elected  a  Teacher  of  Theology  whose 
views  are  not  in  accord  with  the  faith  and  doctrine  of  the  Reformed 
Church,  and  who  does  not  approve  of  its  mode  of  government,  forms  of 
worship  and  distinctive  customs. 

Art.  27.  Before  a  Teacher  of  Theology  enters  upon  the  duties  of  his 
office,  he  shall  be  inaugurated  under  the  direction  of  the  Synod  or  Synods 
by  which  he  was  chosen.  At  his  inauguration,  he  shall  solemnly  affirm 
the  following  declaration,  as  by  an  oath  in  the  presence  of  God,  in  a  pub- 
lic assembly: 

"  You,  N N ,  Professor-elect  of  the  Theological  Seminary  of  the 

Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  at  . .  .  ,  acknowledge  sincerely 
before  God  and  this  assembly,  that  the  Holy  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and 
New  Testaments,  which  are  called  canonical,  are  divinely  inspired  Scrip- 
tures; that  they  contain  all  things  which  relate  to  the  faith,  the  practice 
and  the  hope  of  the  righteous,  anil  are  the  only  rule  of  faith  and  practice 
in  the  Church  of  God;  that,  consequently,  no  traditit)ns,  as  they  are  called, 
and  no  mere  conclusions  of  reason,  which  are  contrary  to  the  clear  testi- 
mony of  these  Scriptures,  can  be  received  as  rules  of  faith  or  of  life.  You 
acknowledge  further  that  the  doctrine  contained  in  the  Heidelberg 
Catechism  is  in  accordance  with  the  doctrine  of  the  Holy  Scriptures. 
You  declare  sincerely,  that  in  the  office  you  are  about  to  assume,  you  will 
make  the  divine  authority  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  the  truth  of  the 
doctrine  contained  in  the  Heidelberg  Catechism,  the  basis  of  all  your 
instructions,  and  faithfully  maintain  and  defend  the  same  in  your  preach- 
ing and  writing,  as  well  as  in  your  instructions.  You  declare  finally  that 
you  will  labor,  according  to  the  ability  which  God  may  grant  you,  that 
with  the  divine  blessing  the  students  intrusted  to  your  care  may  become 
enlightened,  pious,  faithful  and  zealous  ministers  of  the  Gospel." 

Art.  28.  Teachers  of  Theology  shall  explain  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and 
defend  the  pure  doctrine  of  the  Gospel  against  errors.  In  their  instruc- 
tions to  the  theological  students,  it  shall  be  their  principal  aim  to  make 
them  well  acquainted  with  the  true  sense  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  and 
pre|jare  them  to  preach  the  Gospel  with  power  and  effect.  In  this  service 
they  are  severally  required  to  instruct  the  students  in  Exegetical,  Histor- 
ical, .Systematic  and  Practical  Theology. 

Art.  29.  A  Teacher  of  Theology  continues  in  office  during  his  life, 
unless  he  resigns,  or  becomes  disqualified  for  its  duties  by  heterodoxy  or 
vice,  or  by  physical  or  mental  inrirmities. 

Art.  30.  Should  four  ministers  and  four  elders  of  the  Church  present 
to  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  any  Theological  Seminary,  a  document  assert- 
ing  that  for  cause  or   causes  named   in  Art.  29  of  this  Constitution,  a 
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Teacher  of  Theology  is  disqualified  for  his  office,  said  Board  shall  institute 
a  careful  examination,  and  if  the  charge  be  well  founded,  shall  refer  the 
matter  for  revision  and  final  disposition  to  the  Synod  or  Synods  under 
whose  authority  the  professor  holds  his  office. 

Art.  31.  A  Teacher  of  Theology  who  has  been  rendered  incapable  of 
further  service  by  infirmities,  shall  not  be  displaced  without  having  such 
provision  made  for  his  support  as  his  necessities  may  require,  and  the 
Synod  or  Synods  may  be  able  to  make.  A  professor  desiring  to  resign 
his  office,  shall  give  notice  in  writing  to  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Visitors,  or  other  proper  officers,  of  his  intention,  at  least  six  months 
before  his  resignation  is  to  take  effect. 

ELDERS   AND   DEACONS. 

Art.  32.  An  Elder  is  a  member  of  the  Church,  chosen  by  a  congrega- 
tion, and  ordained  to  his  office  by  prayer  and  the  laying  on  of  hands,  to 
assist  and  support  the  pastor  in  the  spiritual  affairs  of  the  Church.  He 
shall  remain  in  active  service  until  his  successor  is  inducted  into  office. 

Art.  33.  Elders  shall  take  heed  to  themselves  that  they  may  be  an 
example  unto  others,  and  shall  faithfully  watch  over  the  spiritual  interests 
of  the  congregation.  They  shall  aid  in  visiting  the  sick,  and  contribute 
according  to  their  ability  to  the  instruction,  improvement  and  consolation 
of  all  the  members. 

Art.  34.  A  Deacon  is  a  member  of  the  Church,  chosen  by  a  congrega- 
tion, and  ordained  to  his  office  by  prayer  and  the  laying  on  of  hands,  to 
collect  and  disburse  the  alms  and  other  offerings  of  the  congregation. 

Art.  35.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  deacons  to  attend  to  the  temporal  affairs 
of  the  Church,  to  look  after  the  poor  and  destitute,  and  to  see  that  the 
charities  of  the  congregation  are  wisely  applied.  They  shall  also  procure 
the  elements  for  the  Lord's  Supper,  and  maintain  order  in  the  house  of 
God. 

Art.  36.  Elders  and  deacons  shall  be  elected  by  a  majority  of  the 
votes  cast,  and  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  re-elected.  Their  number  in  a 
congregation  and  their  term  of  office  shall  be  determined  by  the  constitu- 
tion or  by-laws  of  the  congregation.  When  elected  for  the  first  time  they 
shall  be  publicly  ordained  to  their  office.  After  their  ordination,  they, 
with  those  who  have  been  re-elected,  shall  be  installed. 

Art.  37.  Members  called  to  the  offices  of  Elder  and  Deacon  should  be 
of  exemplary  Hfe  and  conduct  (see  Acts  6:  1-6  and  I  Tim.  3:  8-13)  that  the 
congregation  may  be  edified.  On  this  account  light-minded,  contentious 
or  otherwise  impi'oper  persons  ought  not  to  be  chosen  to  these  offices. 

Art.  38.  Nominations  for  the  offices  of  Elder  and  Deacon  shall  be 
made  by  the  Consistory,  which  shall  present  the  name  of  one  or  two  per- 
sons for  each  officer  to  be  elected.  Public  notice  of  the  nominations  shall 
be  given  from  the  pulpit,  at  least  one  week  before  the  election.  At  the 
meeting  for  the  election,  one  additional  person  for  each  officer  to  be 
elected  may  be  nominated  by    the  congregation.     No  person    shall    be 
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voted  for  unless  regularly  nominated.  All  nominees  must  be  in  full  com- 
munion with  the  Church,  and  earnestly  devoted  to  the  cause  of  Christ.  If 
possible  each  congregation  shall  have  at  least  two  Elders  and  two  Deacons. 

CHURCH    COURTS. 

Art.  39.     The  Church  Courts  are: 

1.  The  Consistory. 

2.  The  Spiritual  Council. 

3.  The  Classis. 

4.  The  Synod. 

5.  The  General  Synod. 

They  shall  take  cognizance  only  of  ecclesiastical  matters.  They  have 
authority  to  require  obedience  to  the  laws  of  Christ  and  His  Church,  and 
to  discipline  the  disobedient. 

Art.  40.  Cases  over  which  a  lower  court  has  original  jurisdicti(jn,  can 
be  brought  before  a  higher  court  only  by  reference,  complaint  or  appeal. 

Art.  41.  Classes  or  Synods  which  prevailingly  use  the  same  language 
in  public  worship,  shall  not  be  organized  within  the  same  territory. 

Art.  42.  From  the  regular  credentials  of  the  delegates,  primarii  and 
secundi,  the  stated  clerk  of  a  Classis,  a  Synod,  or  the  General  Synod,  shall 
prepare  the  roll  in  advance  of  the  stated  meeting.  Irregular  or  disputed 
credentials  shall  immediately  after  the  organization  of  the  body  be  referred 
to  a  special  committee,  which  shall  report  within  twenty-four  hours  after 
its  appointment.  The  sessions  of  every  Church  Court  shall  be  opened 
and  closed  with  religious  services. 

Art.  43.  Each  Classis  and  Synod,  and  the  General  Synod,  shall  elect 
a  president,  stated  clerk  and  such  other  officers  as  they  respectively  deem 
necessary,  who  shall  hold  their  offices  until  their  successors  are  elected  at 
the  next  stated  meeting.  The  stated  clerk,  however,  may  be  elected  for  a 
longer  period. 

Art.  44.  When  a  Church  Court  meets  as  a  delegated  body,  the  dele- 
gates to  it  shall  be  elected  by  the  courts  which  they  respectively  represent 
from  among  their  members,  and  in  all  such  elections  at  least  a  double 
number  of  persons  shall  be  nominated.  Those  having  the  highest  number 
of  votes  shall  be  the  primarii,  and  an  equal  number  having  the  next 
highest  number  of  votes  shall  be  the  secundi,  who  shall  succeed  the 
prii/iarii  in  the  order  of  the  number  of  votes  received  in  both  cases. 
Should  the  seat  of  a  priz/iariits  be  vacant  and  his  sfn/ndiis  absent,  it  may 
be  occupied  by  another  scriindus  from  among  the  number  of  the  strundi 
present,  in  the  order  in  which  they  stand  on  the  list  of  delegates. 

Art.  45.  Acting  elders  only  shall  be  elected  delegates  to  Church 
Courts.  They  have  the  same  rights  and  privileges  in  a  Church  Court  as 
ministers  of  the  Gospel. 

Art.  46.  Delegates  to  a  Churcii  Court  shall  he  ])uiictual  in  attending 
its  meetings  and  shall  remain  during  the  whole  of  its  sessions.  They  are 
amenable  to  their  own  court  for  their  tardiness  or  absence.     The  expenses 
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incurred  in  attending  to  their  duties  must  be  provided  for  by  the  court 
which  elected  them,  unless  paid  by  the  higher  court. 

Art.  47,  At  a  special  meeting  of  a  Church  Court,  action  can  be  taken 
only  on  the  items  of  business  specified  in  the  call. 

Art.  48.  Should  unforeseen  circumstances  render  it  necessary,  either 
the  time  or  place,  or  both,  of  the  stated  meeting  of  a  Classis,  a  Synod,  or 
the  General  Synod  may  be  changed  by  the  president  and  stated  clerk: 
Provided,  that  for  a  Classis  two  weeks',  for  a  Synod  four  weeks',  and  for 
the  General  Synod  six  weeks'  previous  notice  be  given  by  circular,  and  in 
the  church  papers. 

Art.  49.  At  least  one  member  of  every  committee  appointed  by  a 
Classis,  a  Synod,  or  the  General  Synod,  shall  be  an  elder,  except  in  the 
case  of  a  committee  to  ordain  a  licentiate,  install  a  pastor  or  inaugurate  a 
teacher  of  theology. 

Art.  50.  Delegates  from  bodies  in  correspondence  with  the  General 
Synod  shall  be  recognized  as  advisory  members,  but  shall  have  no  vote. 
The  same  privilege  shall  be  accorded  to  every  minister  and  elder  of  the 
Reformed  Church,  who  may  be  present  at  a  meeting  of  a  Church  Court. 
Ministers  from  other  denominations,  who  may  be  in  attendance,  shall  be 
recognized  and  welcomed  by  the  President,  but  shall  not  be  admitted  to 
seats  as  advisory  members. 

Art.  51.  No  member  of  a  Church  Court  shall  be  allowed  to  enter  a 
protest  against  its  acts;  but  any  member  dissenting  shall  have  the  right  to 
call  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  in  which  case  the  vote  and  name  of  every 
member  voting  on  the  question  shall  be  entered  on  the  minutes. 

the  consistory. 

Art.  52.  The  Consistory  is  composed  of  the  pastor,  or  pastors,  and  the 
elders  and  the  deacons  of  a  congregation,  and  has  oversight  and  govern- 
ment of  the  organization. 

Art.  53.  The  pastor  shall  be  president  of  the  Consistory,  unless  the 
existing  charter  provides  otherwise.  If  there  be  two  or  more  pastors, 
they  shall  preside  in  turn;  and  when  a  charge  is  vacant,  one  of  the  elders 
shall  act^as  president.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Consistory,  a  majority  of  its 
members  shall  constitute  a  quorum. 

Art.  54.  The  Consistory  shall  hold  stated  monthly  or  quarterly  meet- 
ings; and  may  hold  such  special  meetings  as  are  called  by  the  president, 
or,  in  his  absence,  or  inability  or  unwillingness  to  act,  by  the  secretary 
when  requested  in  writing  to  do  so  by  a  majority  of  the  members. 

Art.  55.  The  Consistory,  or,  if  the  pastoral  charge  embraces  more 
than  one  congregation,  the  Joint  Consistory,  shall  annually  elect  delegates, 
primariiis  and  secundiis,  to  represent  the  charge  in  Classis;  and  also  d^t\&- 
g2X^%,  priinai-ius  and  secnndus,  to  represent  it  in  Synod  whenever  Synod 
meets  in  convention.  At  least  ten  days  before  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
body  to  which  these  delegates  have  been  elected,  their  credentials  shall  be 
sent  to  its  stated  clerk  by  the  president  or  the  secretary  of  the  Consistory. 
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Akt.  56.  In  managing  the  j,^eiieral  affairs  of  the  congregation,  the  Con- 
sistory shall  call  congregational  meetings,  order  collections  for  benevolent 
purposes,  distribute  alms  through  the  deacons,  audit  the  treasurer's 
account,  and  make  due  provision  for  the  support  of  the  pastor.  It  shall 
kee[)  a  full  and  accurate  record  of  its  own  proceedings,  and  of  those  of  the 
congregation,  and  submit  it  to  the  Classis  whenever  requested  to  do  so. 

Akt.  57.  In  calling  a  minister  and  in  all  matters  of  general  interest, 
the  Consistory  shall  determine  nothing  conclusively,  without  the  consent 
of  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  congregation  present  at  a  meeting 
duly  called  for  the  purpose,  of  which  at  least  one  week's  public  notice 
shall  be  given. 

Art.  58.  When  a  charge  is  without  a  pastor,  the  Consistory,  or  Joint 
Consistory,  shall  propose  to  the  congregation  or  congregations  constituting 
the  charge,  a  candidate  for  the  pastorate  to  be  voted  upon  at  a  meeting  to 
be  called  for  the  f)urpose,  of  which  public  notice  shall  be  given  at  least 
one  week  previously.  The  members  shall  vote  by  ballot  simply  for  or 
against  the  candidate,  and  if  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  be  in  his  favor, 
he  is  elected,  and  the  Consistory,  or  Joint  Consistory,  shall  tender  him  a 
call  according  to  the  form  prescribed  by  the  General  Synod.  If  a  pastoral 
charge  consists  of  two  or  more  congregations,  the  election  shall,  if  possi- 
ble, be  held  in  each  congregation  on  the  same  day.  Under  no  circum- 
stances shall  a  congregation  or  charge  vote  on  more  than  one  candidate 
at  one  and  the  same  meeting. 

THE   SPIRITUAL   COUNCIL. 

Art.  5g.  The  Spiritual  Council  consists  of  the  pastor,  or  pastors,  and 
the  acting  elders  of  a  congregation.  It  has  original  jurisdiction  in  matters 
of  discipline,  except  in  the  case  of  a  Minister  of  the  Word. 

Art.  60.  The  pastor  shall  be  president  of  the  Spiritual  Council,  or,  if 
there  be  two  or  more  pastors,  they  shall  preside  in  turn;  if  there  be  no 
{lastor,  one  of  the  elders  shall  preside.  A  majority  of  its  members  shall 
constitute  a  quorum. 

Art.  61.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Spiritual  Council  to  watch  over  the  mem- 
bers of  the  congregation,  to  guard  the  doctrine  of  Christ,  and  to  maintain 
wholesome  discipline.  It  alone  has  power  to  admit  members  to  full 
communion,  and  to  exclude  therefrom  any  who  may  err  from  the  faith  or 
offend  in  morals. 

Art.  62.  Stated  meetings  of  the  Spiritual  Council  shall  be  held  after 
the  examination  of  the  catechumens,  and  immediately  before  every  com- 
munion service;  and  special  meetings,  whenever  called  by  the  president, 
or  requested  by  two  elders. 

Art.  63.  The  Spiritual  Council  shall  furnish  members  of  the  congre- 
gation, not  under  discipline,  with  certificates  of  dismission  to  any  orthodox 
Protestant  Church  whenever  applied  for. 

Art.  64.  Should  the  Spiritual  Council,  after  being  duly  notified,  neglect 
to  convene  at  the  time  appointed,  the  pastor  may  sit  alone  as  a  court  to 
trv  an  individual,  and,  on  finding  him  guilty,  pronounce  sentence. 
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Art.  65.  The  Spiritual  Council  shall  keep  a  full  and  accurate  record 
of  its  proceedings,  and  when  requested  by  Classis  shall  submit  the  same 
to  it  for  review. 

THE   CLASSIS.  ^ 

Art.  66.  A  Classis  consists  of  the  ministers  residing  within  a  district 
designated  by  the  Synod,  a/nd  of  the  elders  delegated  by  the  pastoral 
charges  situated  within  these  limits,  and  has  jurisdiction  over  said  minis- 
ters and  pastoral  charges. 

Art.  67.  A  Classis  shall  embrace  at  least  three  pastoral  charges  and 
as  many,  ordained  ministers.  It  shall  meet  annually  at  such  time  and 
place  as  it  may  designate.  Three  ministers  and  two  elders  regularly 
convened  shall  constitute  a  quorum. 

Art.  68.  Every  pastoral  charge  shall  be  represented  in  Classis  by  its 
pastor,  or  pastors,  and  one  delegated  elder;  or,  if  vacant,  by  a  delegated 
elder. 

Art.  69.  The  annual  meeting  of  a  Classis  shall  be  opened  with  divine 
service,  including  the  preaching  of  a  sermon  by  the  president  or  one  of  its 
members  designated  by  him  or  by  the  Classis,  after  which  the  roll  shall  be 
called,  and  if  a  quorum  be  present,  the  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  shall 
be  elected  and  the  business  proceed  according  to  the  rules  of  order  pre- 
scribed by  the  General  Synod. 

Art.  70.  Immediately  after  the  election  of  officers,  the  president  shall 
appoint  the  Standing  Committees  of  Classis.  The  reports  of  the  Com- 
mittees on  Minutes  of  Classis,  Minutes  of  Synod  and  on  Overtures,  shall 
exhibit  those  items  which  claim  the  attention  of  Classis. 

Art.  71.  At  the  annual  meeting  every  pastor  shall  present  a  written 
parochial  and  a  full  statistical  report,  and  every  minister,  though  without 
a  charge,  a  report  of  his  labors.  If  unable  to  be  present,  he  shall  forward 
his  report  to  the  stated  clerk  three  days  before  the  meeting.  The  par- 
ochial report  shall  contain  a  full  account  of  the  temporal  and  spiritual 
condition  of  the  charge,  and  of  the  labors  of  the  pastor.  After  each  pas- 
toral report  the  president  shall  ask  the  pastor  and  elder  such  questions  as 
may  be  requisite  to  elicit  additional  information,  among  which  questions 
shall  be  such  as  pertain  to  church  dicipline,  the  regular  instruction  of  the 
young  in  the  Heidelberg  Catechism,  pastoral  visitation,  and  the  payment 
of  the  pastor's  salary.  The  statistical  report  shall  be  prepared  according 
to  the  form  approved  by  the  General  Synod.  If  a  charge  be  vacant,  this 
report  shall  be  furnished  by  the  Consistory  or  Joint  Consistory.  On  the 
basis  of  all  these  parochial  and  statistical  reports,  the  Committee  on  the 
State  of  Religion  shall  prepare  a  general  report  for  Classis. 

Art.  72.  In  every  Classis  is  vested  the  power  to  examine  and  license 
applicants  for  the  ministry,  to  ordain  licentiates,  to  constitute  or  dissolve 
pastoral  relations,  to  receive  and  dismiss  ministers  and  licentiates,  to  de- 
pose or  otherwise  discipline  according  to  his  desert  a  member  of  its  own 
body,  and  to  reinstate  a  minister  whom  it  has  suspended  or  deposed, 
when  trustworthy  evidence  of  repentance  and  reformation  appears. 
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Akt.  "ji.  Classis  may  review  all  congregational  records  and  approve 
or  disapprove  them,  and  shall  hear  and  decide  all  cases  of  reference, 
complaint  and  appeal,  as  well  as  all  questions  respecting  ministers  or 
congregations  which  may  arise  within  its  jurisdiction  and  are  regularly 
brought  before  it,  such  as  constituting  new  congregations,  determining 
bountlaries  of  congregations  and  charges,  deciding  controversies  between 
congregations,  forming,  reconstructing  or  dissolving  charges,  as  may  be 
recjuested  or  as  Classis  may  deem  expedient. 

Art.  74.  Neither  a  minister  nor  a  licentiate  shall  be  received  by 
Classis  until  he  has  presented  a  certificate  of  dismission  from  the  Classis 
to  which  he  last  belonged,  and  no  reception  of  a  minister  from  another 
denomination  shall  be  final  until  it  is  confirmed  by  Synod. 

Art.  75.  A  minister  or  a  licentiate  is  amenable  to  the  Classis  that  dis- 
missed him,  and  his  name  shall  be  retained  on  its  roll  until  he  has  been 
received  by  the  Classis  to  which  he  was  dismissed.  His  dismission,  how- 
ever, at  once  annuls  any  ])revious  appointment  or  election  of  him  by 
Classis  as  a  member  of  a  Committee,  or  as  a  delegate  to  a  Synod  or  to  the 
General  Synod. 

Art.  76.  A  Classis  dismissing  a  minister  or  a  licentiate  shall  specify 
in  its  minutes  the  particular  Classis  and  Synod,  or  other  ecclesiastical 
body,  to  which,  he  is  dismissed;  and  in  receiving  a  minister  or  a  licentiate, 
it  shall  in  like  manner  specify  the  particular  Classis  and  Synod,  or  other 
ecclesiastical  body,  from  which  he  has  been  received.  A  certificate  of 
dismission   in  such  case  shall  be  valid  only  for  one  year  from  its  date. 

Art.  "]"].  No  Classis  shall  refuse  to  receive  a  minister  or  a  licentiate 
dismissed  to  it  by  another  Classis,  unless  there  be  manifest  grounds  of 
objection  against  his  doctrine  or  morals,  in  which  case  the  certificate  of 
dismission  shall  be  returned  to  the  Classis,  with  a  specific  statement  of 
the  grounds  of  objection;  whereupon  the  Classis  shall  take  these  objections 
into  consideration,  and  if  it  find  no  sufficient  reason  to  change  its  action, 
the  whole  question  shall  be  referred  to  Synod  for  decision.  When  a  min- 
ister or  a  licentiate  is  received  by  any  Classis,  it  shall  at  once  give  official 
notice  of  his  reception  to  the  Classis  that  dismissed  him. 

Art.  78.  Whenever  a  minister  or  a  licentiate  willfully  neglects,  for 
two  consecutive  years,  to  attend  the  annual  meetings  of  his  Classis  and 
fails  to  report  to  it,  he  renders  himself  liable  to  suspension  from  office, 
and  Classis  shall  at  once  cite  him  for  trial,  and  proceed  in  his  case  accord- 
ing to  the  Constitution  of  the  Church. 

Art.  79.  Every  Classis  shall  at  its  first  annual  meeting  after  the  min- 
utes of  the  General  Synod  have  been  distributed,  take  final  action  on  all. 
ordinances  and  constitutional  amendments  approved  by  General  Synod 
and  sent  down  to  the  Classis  for  adoption  or  rejection,  and  report  its 
action  to  the  next  stated  meeting  of  its  Synod  and  of  the  General  Synod. 

Art.  80.  A  special  meeting  of  Classis  may  be  called  at  any  time  by 
the  president;  and  at  the  written  request  of  two  ministers  and  two  elders 
of  Classis,  he  shall  call  such  a  meeting,  if  assured  that  the  party  or  parties 
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for  whose  benefit  it  is  to  be  called,  will  pay  the  expenses  incurred.  At 
least  two  weeks'  previous  notice  of  such  meeting  shall  be  given  by  cir- 
cular to  every  member  of  Classis.  In  case  of  the  death  or  removal  of  the 
president,  or  if  the  business  to  be  transacted  implicates  him,  the  power  of 
calling  the  meeting  is  vested  in  the  stated  clerk.  Should  either  of  these 
contingencies  exist  with  respect  to  the  stated  clerk  also,  two  ministers  and 
two  elders,  members  of  the  Classis,  may  call  the  meeting. 

Art.  8i.  A  Classis  at  any  annual  meeting  may  appoint  its  president, 
stated  clerk,  and  one  of  its  other  members  chosen  for  the  purpose,  an 
Executive  Committee,  of  which  the  president  shall  be  chairman.  This 
committee  shall  represent  Classis  during  the  interval  between  m.eetings, 
and,  in  all  cases  when  between  the  parties  concerned  there  is  no  question 
at  issue,  and  in  which  at  least  two  weeks'  notice  of  the  proposed  action 
has  been  given  in  writing  by  the  president  to  every  member  of  Classis, 
and  no  written  objection  to  said  action  has  been  made  to  any  member  of 
the  committee,  nor  a  special  meeting  of  Classis  demanded,  shall  have 
power  to  dissolve  a  pastoral  relation,  to  dismiss  or  receive  a  minister  or  a 
licentiate,  to  confirm  a  call  and  appoint  a  committee  to  ordain  a  licentiate 
and  install  a  pastor,  to  permit  a  minister  or  a  licentiate  to  minister  as  a 
regular  supply  to  vacant  congregations,  and  to  authorize  the  organization 
of  new  congregations.  It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  this  committee,  if  re- 
quested, to  aid  a  vacant  charge  in  securing  a  pastor,  and  a  minister  in 
obtaining  a  suitable  field  of  labor.  The  committee  shall  at  the  close  of 
the  year  present  a  full  report  of  its  acts  and  proceedings  to  Classis  for 
revision  and  incorporation  in  its  minutes.  Classis  shall  pay  the  necessary 
expenses  of  this  committee. 

Art.  82.  The  stated  clerk  shall  have  charge  of  the  books  and  papers 
of  Classis,  and  issue  all  its  official  documents,  signed  by  himself  and  the 
president,  with  the  seal  of  Classis  affixed.  At  least  ten  days  before  the 
annual  meetings  of  Classis,  he  shall  furnish  every  pastor  with  a  copy  of 
the  blank  form  of  the  statistical  report.  He  shall  transmit  to  Synod,  at 
its  annual  meetings,  a  certified  copy  of -the  minutes  of  all  the  meetings 
of  Classis  held  during  the  year,  in  the  form  and  order  required  by  the 
rules  of  Synod.  He  shall  furnish  pastoral  charges  and  individuals  with  a 
certified  copy  of  any  proceedings  in  which  they  are  specially  concerned. 
If  Synod  meet  as  a  delegated  body,  he  shall,  at  least  ten  days  before  its 
annual  meeting,  furnish  its  stated  clerk  with  the  credentials  of  the  del- 
egates, prhnarii  and  secioidi,  elected  to  represent  Classis.  He  shall  also, 
thirty  days  before  the  stated  meeting  of  the  General  Synod,  furnish  its 
stated  clerk  with  the  credentials  of  the  delegates,  priniarii  and  secundi, 
elected  to  represent  Classis,  together  with  the  roll  of  its  actual  members, 
and  also  with  a  certified  copy  of  those  portions  of  the  minutes  of  Classis, 
claiming  the  attention  of  General  Synod. 

Art.  83.  On  the  dissolution  of  a  Classis,  the  Synod  with  which  it  was 
connected  shall  have  jurisdiction  over  its  members,  and  shall  transfer 
them  to  some  other  Classis  or  Classes.     It  shall  also  have  charge  and  con- 
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trol  of  the   property  of  said  dissolved  Classis,  and  determine  any  case  of 
discipline  begun  by  the  Classis  and  not  concluded. 

thp:  synod. 

Art.  84.  A  Synod  is  composed  of  four  or  more  adjacent  Classes  des- 
ignated by  the  General  Synod,  and  has  jurisdiction  over  them.  It  shall 
meet  annually,  either  in  convention  or  as  a  delegated  body.  In  conven- 
tion it  consists  of  all  its  ministers  and  ojie  elder  from  each  pastoral  charge; 
as  a  delegated  body  it  consists  of  the  ministers  and  elders  chosen  by  its 
Classes,  according  to  a  basis  of  representation  adopted  by  itself  with  the 
concurrence  of  at  least  two-thirds  of  its  Classes.  A  suspended  minister 
shall  not  be  counted  in  the  basis  of  representation  either  to  Synod  or  (ien- 
eral  Synod. 

Art.  85.  Any  number  of  members  convened  at  the  time  and  place 
appointed  for  a  meeting,  in  which  a  majority  of  the  Classes  are  repre- 
sented, and  of  which  at  least  one-third  are  elders,  shall  constitute* a 
quorum. 

Art.  86,  The  annual  sessions  shall  be  opened  with  divine  service,  includ- 
ing the  preaching  of  a  sermon  by  the  president  or  by  some  member  desig- 
nated by  him  or  by  the  Synod,  after  which  the  organization  shall  be  effected 
and  the  business  transacted  according  to  the  rules  of  order  prescribed  by 
the  General  Synod. 

Art.  87.  A  Synod  shall  annually  review  the  proceedings  of  its  Classes. 
The  report  of  the  committee  on  this  subject  shall  embrace  the  following 
topics: 

1.  Things  Censurable,  as  a  violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Cluirch, 
or  an  offense  against  propriety  or  a  neglect  of  duty. 

2.  Requests  and  References  from  the  Classes  to  the  Synod. 

3.  Complaints  and  Appeals  to  the  Synod. 

4.  Decisions  of  the  Classes  on  subjects  referred  to  them  by  the  Syncid. 

5.  Licensures,  ordinations,  miiiistcrs  received,  dismissed,  suspended  or 
deposed.     Licentiates  received  or  disf/iissed,  and  licenses  revoked. 

6.  Tinic  and  place  of  the  next  anjtual  7)iecting  of  each  Classis,  luith  the 
names  of  its  president,  stated  clerk  and  treasurer. 

Art.  88.  The  actions  of  the  Classes  upon  an  ordinance  or  amendment 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  Church,  shall  be  in  regular  order  incorj)orated 
in  the  minutes  of  the  Synod,  and  appear  in  the  printed  copy  thereof  for 
the  information  of  the  General  Synod. 

Art.  89.  A  Synod  has  power  to  examine  and  license  applicants  for 
the  ministry,  to  ordain  licentiates,  to  hear  and  determine  complaints  and 
ajfpeals,  to  give  advice  in  a  case  referred  to  it  by  a  Classis,  to  establish 
new  Classes  within  its  own  limits,  and  to  determine  all  controversies  be- 
tween Classes,  and  between  ministers  or  congregations  of  different  Classes. 
A  Classis,  however,  cannot  be  dissolved,  nor  can  any  part  of  it  be  united 
to  another  Classis,  without  its  own  consent.  The  decision  of  a  Synod  in 
all  Cases  of  complaint  or  appeal  shall  be  final,  except  on  (juestions  con- 
12 
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cerning  doctrine,  cultus,  and  the  construction  of  the  Constitution,  or  when 
the  legahty  of  any  proceeding  is  called  in  question. 

Art.  go.  A  Synod,  either  separately  or  in  connection  with  one  or  more 
adjacent  Synods,  may  establish  and  maintain  colleges  and  other  literary 
institutions,  and  shall  have  full  control  over  them. 

Art.  Qi.  A  Synod,  or  two  or  more  adjacent  Synods,  may,  with  the 
consent  of  the  General  Synod,  establish  a  Theological  Seminary.  The 
Board  :of  Trustees  and  the  Board  ef  Visitors  of  such  Seminary  shall  be 
elected  by  said  Synod  or  Synods  and  report  to  them  annually.  No  Theo- 
logical Seminary  shall  hereafter  be  established  except  by  a  Synod  or 
Synods.  The  professors  and  other  officers  shall  be  amenable  only  to  the 
Synod  or  Synods  by  which  they  are  sustained,  subject  to  charter  regula- 
tions. 

Art.  92.  Each  Synod  shall  give  all  necessary  attention  to  the  educa- 
tion of  pious  young  men  for  the  gospel  ministry,  and  to  the  cause  of 
missions  both  in  the  home  and  in  the  foreign  field.  Its  missionary  oper- 
ations shall  be  under  the  authority  and  control  of  General  Synod. 

Art.  g^.  A  Synod,  either  separately  or  in  connection  with  one  or  more 
adjacent  Synods,  may  establish  and  maintain  a  Board  of  Publication, 
whose  particular  purpose  shall  be  the  publication  and  sale  of  such  church 
papers. and  religious  books  as  are  adapted  to  promote  sound  knowledge 
and  true  religion.  At  every  annual  meeting  of  the  Synod  or  Synods  the 
Board  shall  submit  for  examination  and  review  a  full  statement  of  its 
operations  during  the  year  and  of  its  present  condition. 

Art.  g4.  A  special  meeting  of  Synod  may  be  called  by  the  president, 
or,  in  case  of  his  death  or  removal,  by  the  stated  clerk,  whenever  six  min- 
isters and  four  elders,  members  of  Synod,  request  it  in  a  written  com- 
munication specifying  the  particular  business  to  be  transacted.  At  least 
three  weeks  before  the  Synod  convenes,  the  members  thereof  shall  be 
notified  by  circular  of  the  time  and  place  of  meeting,  and  of  the  items  of 
business  that  will  claim  attention. 

Art.  g5.  All  credentials,  calls  to  professors,  and  agreements  to  which 
Synod  is  a  party,  shall  be  signed  by  the  president  and  stated  clerk,  and 
have  the  seal  of  Synod  attached.  The  stated  clerk  shall  sub"fecribe  all 
extracts  from  the  records  of  Synod,  and  have  charge  of  the  records,  papers 
and  seal  of  Synod;  and  shall  submit  to  the  General  Synod  at  its  stated 
meeting  three  or  more  duly  authenticated,  printed  copies  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  every  meeting  held  since  the  immediately  preceding  stated  meet- 
ing of  that  body. 

THE   GENERAL   SYNOD. 

Art.  g6.  The  General  Synod  represents  the  whole  Church,  and  is 
composed  of  ministers  and  elders  delegated  by  the  Classes.  It  is  the 
highest  Church  Court,  and  the  last  resort  in  all  cases  pertaining  to  the 
government,  doctrine  and  cultus  of  the  Church.  It  bears  the  following 
title:  77^1?  Genera/  Synod  0/ l/ie  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

Art.  g7.     In   the  General  Synod,  a  Classis  consisting  of  not  more  than 
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twelve  ministers  shall  be  represented  by  one  minister  and  one  elder;  a 
Classis  of  more  than  twelve  and  not  more  than  twenty-four,  by  two  min- 
isters and  two  elders,  and  so  on  in  the  same  ratio.  Any  number  of  del- 
egates representing  a  majority  of  the  Classes  and  one-third  of  whom  are 
elders,  shall,  when  convened  at  the  time  and  place  appointed  for  a  meet- 
ing, constitute  a  quorum. 

Art.  q8.  The  General  Synod  shall  meet  triennially  at  the  time  and 
place  appointed.  The  sessions  shall  be  opened  with  divine  service,  in- 
cluding the  preaching  of  a  sermon  by  the  president,  or  by  some  member 
designated  by  him  or  by  the  General  Synod,  after  which  the  organization 
shall  be  effected  and  the  business  transacted  according  to  its  rules  of 
order. 

Art.  gg.  A  special  meeting  of  the  General  Synod  may  be  called  by 
the  president,  at  the  written  request  of  twenty-one  members  representing 
a  majority  of  the  Synods  and  of  whom  one-third  are  elders.  At  least  six 
weeks  before  the  time  of  meeting,  the  stated  clerk  shall,  by  order  of  the 
president,  issue  a  circular  to  the  members,  informing  them  of  the  time 
and  place  of  meeting  and  of  the  items  of  business  to  be  considered. 

Art.  I  go.  The  General  Synod  shall  review  the  proceedings  of  the 
Synods,  and  approve  or  disapprove  their  acts.  It  has  power  to  maintain 
correspondence  with  sister  Churches,  to  hear  and  determine  complaints 
and  appeals,  within  the  limits  laid  down  in  this  Constitution,  to  decide 
controversies  between  Synods  and  between  Classes  of  different  Synods, 
and  also  to  give  counsel  in  cases  referred  to  it  by  one  or  more  Synods. 
It  may,  at  the  request  of  four  adjacent  Classes  and  with  the  consent  of 
the  Synod  or  Synods  within  whose  bounds  they  lie,  constitute  them  a 
Synod. 

Art.  ioi.  The  General  Synod  shall  diligently  prosecute  the  work  of 
home  missions  and  of  foreign  missions  by  two  separate  Boards,  which  are 
to  be  elected  and  governed  in  their  proceedings,  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  their  respective  charters.  At  every  triennial  meeting  of  the 
General  Synod  each  Board  shall  submit  for  revision  a  report  of  its  oper- 
ations during  the  last  three  years,  and  a  statement  of  its  present  condition. 
Art.  102.  The  General  Synod  shall  prepare  the  following  forms:  A 
Constitution  for  a  Congregation;  a  Constitution  for  a  Joint  Consistory; 
Certificate  of  Licensure;  Testimonials  of  Ordination;  Certificate  of  Dis- 
mission of  a  Minister;  Call  to  a  Minister;  Call  to  a  Teacher  of  Theology; 
Certificate  of  Dismission  of  a  Church  Member;  Certificate  of  Marriage; 
Statistical  Report  of  a  Pastoral  Charge;  Statistical  Report  of  a  Classis; 
Statistical  Report  of  a  Synod;  a  Church  Register;  Accusations;  Citation 
of  an  Accused  Person;  Citation  of  a  Witness;  Form  for  Qualifying  a  Wit- 
ness; Order  of  Business  and  Rules  of  Order  for  the  Classes,  the  Synods, 
and  the  General  Synod.  These  forms  may  be  changed  or  amended,  at 
any  stated  meeting  of  the  General  Synod,  by  a  two-thirds  vote. 

Art.   103.     All  projiosed  t)rdinances  of  the  Church,  such  as  the  Consti- 
tution, a  catechism,  a  hynm  hook  and  a  liturgy,  as  well  as  all  amendments 
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of  the  same,  must  first  be  approved  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  General 
Synod  at  a  stated  meeting,  and  then  be  submitted  to  all  the  Classes  for 
adoption  or  rejection.  If  at  the  next  stated  meeting  of  the  General  Synod 
it  shall  appear  that  more  than  one-third  of  the  Classes  have  rejected  the 
ordinance  or  amendment,  the  same  is  rejected  and  shall  be  so  declared 
by  the  General  Synod;  otherwise,  it  shall  be  declared  adopted,  and  be  of 
binding  authority  on  the  whole  Church. 

Art.  104.  The  original  records  of  all  proceedings  of  the  General  Syn- 
od, and  all  documents,  letters  and'papers  having  reference  to  its  proceed- 
ings, shall  be  carefully  preserved  by  the  stated  clerk,  and  deposited  in 
such  place  as  the  General  Synod  shall  direct;  and  no  document  or  paper 
shall  be  removed  therefrom  by  any  person  whatever  without  leave  pre- 
viously obtained  from  the  General  Synod,  or,  during  its  recess,  from  its 
stated  clerk. 

Art.  105.  At  least  forty  days  before  the  regular  meeting  of  the  Gen- 
eral Synod,  its  stated  clerk  shall  furnish  the  stated  clerks  of  the  several 
Classes  with  the  blank  form  of  the  credentials  for  delegates  to  General 
Synod. 

STUDENTS   FOR   THE    MINISTRY. 

Art.  106.  A  student  for  the  ministry  is  a  member  of  the  Church,  who, 
believing  himself  called  to  become  a  minister  of  Christ,  enters  upon  a 
course  of  study  to  prepare  himself  for  that  office. 

Art.  107.  Every  student  for  the  ministry  shall  place  himself  under 
the  care  of  a  Classis.  When  any  one  applies  to  be  received  as  such,  the 
Classis  shall  inquire  as  to  his  fitness,  and  if  the  result  be  satisfactory,  take 
him  under  its  care  and  exercise  proper  supervision  over  his  studies  and 
deportment.  He  shall  pursue  his  course  of  study  at  a  theological  institu- 
tion of  the  Church,  unless  Classis  by  a  majority  vote  permits  him  to  study 
elsewhere. 

Art.  108.  At  every  annual  meeting  of  his  Classis  a  student  for  the 
ministry  shall  submit  a  written  report  of  the  progress  he  has  made  in  his 
studies,  and  also  his  circular  or  circulars  from  the  institution  in  which  he 
is  studying.  He  shall  not  exercise  ministerial  functions,  but  may,  during 
his  senior  year  in  the  Seminary,  with  the  consent  of  the  faculty,  occasion- 
ally preach,  when  invited  by  a  pastor,  or,  in  a  case  of  vacancy,  by  those 
who  have  control  of  the  pulpit. 

LICENTIATES. 

Art.  109.  A  licentiate  is  a  member  of  the  Church  who,  having  com- 
pleted a  prescribed  course  of  study,  and  sustained  a  satisfactory  examina- 
tion by  Classis  or  Synod,  has  been  authorized  to  preach  the  Gospel,  and 
to  accept  a  call  from  a  pastoral  charge  or  a  missionary  field. 

Art.  no.  A  student  for  the  ministry  applying  for  licensure  shall 
present  to  his  Classis  a  written  request  to  that  effect,  and  also  his  cer- 
tificate from  the  Theological  Seminary  or  institution  in  which  he  studied.. 
He  shall  submit  to  an  examination,  which   shall  be  open  to  all  the  mem- 
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"bers  of  Classis  and  embrace  at  least  the  main  subjects  taught  in  the 
Theological  Seminaries  of  the  Church.  Particular  attention  shall  be  paid 
to  his  piety,  the  purity  of  his  intentions  in  seeking  the  ministry,  his  ortho- 
doxy and  his  ability  to  teach.  The  report  of  such  examination  shall  not 
enter  into  particulars,  but  simply  state  the  result  as  satisfactory  or  unsat- 
isfactory. 

Art.  III.  For  good  reasons  licensure  may  be  granted  to  applicants 
who  have  not  completed  the  course  of  study  prescribed  for  the  Theolog- 
ical Seminaries;  but  in  all  such  cases  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  Classis 
shall  be  required  to  authorize  the  license. 

Art.  112.  The  examination  of  the  applicant  i)roving  satisfactory,  and 
the  report  of  the  examiners  being  adopted,  he  shall  read  aloud  before 
•Classis  or  Synod  the  following  formula,  and  subscribe  the  same  in  a  book 
kept  for  that  purpose: 

"I  hereby  testify  that  I  honestly  and  truly  accept  the  doctrine  of  the 
Heidelberg  Catechism  as  in  accordance  with  the  Word  of  God,  and  prom- 
ise faithfully  to  preach  and  defend  the  same.  I  also  declare  and  promise 
that  I  will  carefully  observe  all  the  ordinances  which  now  are  or  may 
hereafter  be  enacted  by  the  authorities  of  the  Church,  and  that  I  will 
cheerfully  submit  to  all  their  admonitions  and  decisions  so  long  as  I  re- 
main in  connection  with  the  Reformed  Church. 

"In  testimony  whereof  I  hereto  subscribe  my  name,  on  the  day  and  year 
written  opposite." 

Name Date 

Having  thus  attested  his  adherence  to  the  doctrines  and  discipline  of 
the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  he  shall  be  furnished  with  a 
certificate  of  licensure  bearing  the  seal  of  Classis  or  Synod,  and  the  sig- 
natures of  the  president  and  stated  clerk. 

Art.  113.  A  licentiate  is  permitted  to  preach  the  Word,  but  shall  not 
administer  the  sacraments,  perform  the  rite  of  confirmation,  pronounce 
the  benediction,  or  solemnize  marriage.  He  is  under  the  care  and  juris- 
diction of  his  Classis,  must  attend  its  meetings  and  submit  a  written  re- 
port of  his  labors,  but  he  has  no  vote  in  Classis  and  cannot  represent  it  in 
a  higher  court. 

Art.  114.  A  licentiate  shall  not  be  admitted  to  ordination  before  he  is 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  has  received  a  call  from  a  pastoral  charge, 
or  has  been  appointed  to  a  mission,  or  called  to  a  professorship  in  an 
authorized  theological  or  literary  institution  of  the  Church.  A  Classis 
shall  not  ordain  him  unless  his  call  proceed  from  a  pastoral  charge  within 
its  bonds.  In  the  case  of  a  licentiate  the  acts  of  ordination  and  installa- 
tion may  take  place  at  the  same  time. 

Art.  115.  A  licentiate  shall  not  preach  regularly  for  a  vacant  congre- 
gation or  pastoral  charge  without  the  consent  of  Classis  or  its  Executive 
Committee.     He  shall  be  a  member  of  that   Classis  within  whose  bounds 

he  resides. 

Art.  116.  Licentiates  from  other  ecclesiastical  bodies,  before  being 
received   as  such,  must  l)e  examined    in    the  same  manner  as  students  for 
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the   ministry,  and   must   subscribe   the   regular   formula   prescribed   for 
licentiates. 

THE    SACRAMENTS. 

Art.  117.  The  Sacraments  of  the  Church,  instituted  by  Christ,  are  two: 
Holy  Baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper. 

Art.  118.  Children  are  ingrafted  into  the  Church  by  baptism,  and  are 
subject  to  its  care  and  discipline.  As  soon  as  they  are  old  enough  to 
learn  the  Catechism  knd  to  be  benefited  by  the  pastor's  instruction,  they 
should  become  members  of  the  catechetical  class. 

Art.  119.  A  child  may  be  baptized  if  one  of  its  parents  is  a  member 
of  the  Christian  Church;  but  if  neither  is  a  member,  it  must  remain  for 
the  present  unbaptized.  Should,  however,  one  of  its  parents  manifest  a 
desire  to  be  admitted  to  the  communion  of  the  Church,  and  promise  to 
profit  by  the  next  opportunity,  the  child  may  be  baptized. 

Art.  120.  Sponsors  may  be  admitted  in  the  baptism  of  infants,  but 
the  parents  themselves  must  also  assume  every  obligation.  No  person, 
however,  shall  be  a  sponsor,  who  is  not  in  full  communion  with  some  branch 
of  the  Christian  Church.  This,  in  conjunction  with  the  previous  article, 
shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  persons  who  adopt  orphans  or 
other  children  into  their  families  from  offering  them  to  God  in  baptism. 

Art.  121.  Adults  shall  be  baptized  if  the  minister  has  ascertained  that 
that  they  possess  correct  views  of  Christian  doctrine,  give  evidence  of 
true  repentance  and  fait'n,  and  are  willing  to  yield  obedience  to  the  re- 
quirements of  Christ.  But  if  in  these  respects  the  minister  discovers 
deficiencies,  he  shall  direct  them  to  attend  the  usual  catechetical  instruc- 
tions, and  afterward  proceed  in  relation  to  them  as  with  catechumens.  If 
this,  however,  be  impracticable,  he  shall  in  some  other  way  suitably  in- 
struct them. 

Art.  122.  Baptism  ought  to  be  administered  publicly  in  the  church. 
The  forms  provided  in  the  liturgy  of  the  Reformed  Church  shall  be  used. 

Art.  123.  The  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  shall  be  publicly  ob- 
served in  every  congregation  at  least  twice  a  year,  and  the  celebration 
conducted  according  to  the  established  order  of  the  Reformed  Church. 

Art.  124.  A  service  shall  be  held  preparatory  to  the  observance  of 
the  Lord's  Supper,  and  the  names  of  all  communicants  shall  be  recorded. 
Before  the  communion  is  administered,  the  Spiritual  Council  shall  dil- 
igently inquire  whether  any  member  has  departed  from  the  faith,  either 
in  doctrine  or  in  practice,  to  the  end  that  all  improper  persons  may  be 
excluded  from  the  Lord's  table;  and  if  the  elders  neglect  this  duty,  the 
pastor  is  empowered  to  exercise  this  discipline  alone. 

Art.  125.  Only  confirmed  members  of  the  Church  who  are  not  under 
discipline,  shall  be  admitted  to  the  communion  of  the  Lord's  Supper. 
Members  in  good  standing  of  sister  congregations,  and  of  other  denom- 
inations holding  the  essential  doctrines  of  the  Gospel,  may  be  invited  to 
participate  in  the  observance  of  this  sacrament. 

Art.  126.     The   Lord's   Supper  may  be   administered   to   the  sick  and 
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infirm  who  are  not  able  to  come  to  the  house  of  God,  and  yet  desire  to 
receive  it.  An  elder  may  convey  the  elements  to  such  persons  when  the 
pastor  cannot  personally  minister  to  them.  One  or  more  persons  should 
join  in  the  jjrivate  communion,  and  one  or  more  elders  ought  to  be  pres- 
ent. Whenever  possible  the  bread  and  wine  consecrated  in  the  church 
shall  be  used. 

CHURCH    KITKS. 

Art.  127.  Confirmation,  ordination  and  marriage  are  sacred  church 
rites,  .which  shall  be  administered  according  to  the  order  prescribed  in  the 
liturgy  of  the  Church. 

Art.  128.  Every  pastor  shall  carefully  prepare  the  youth  in  his  pas- 
toral charge  for  communicant  membership  in  the  Church  by  diligently 
instructing  them  in  the  doctrines  and  duties  of  the  Christian  religion. 
The  Heidelberg  Catechism  shall  be  used  in  such  instruction.  No  other 
shall  be  employed  unless  it  has  been  aj)proved  by  the  General  Synod. 

Art.  1 29.  Before  admitting  applicants  for  confirmation  into  full  com- 
munion with  the  Church,  the  Spiritual  Council  shall  be  satisfied  that  the 
candidates  understand  the  fundamental  truths  of  the  Christian  religion 
and  are  governed  by  them  in  their  walk  and  conversation. 

Art.  130.  In  the  act  of  ordination  and  installation,  whether  in  the  case 
of  a  minister,  an  elder  or  a  deacon,  only  regularly  ordained  ministers  of 
the  Church  shall  take  part.  A  person  once  ordained,  whether  he  be  a 
minister  of  the  Gospel,  an  elder  or  a  deacon,  is  ordained  to  his  particular 
office  for  life. 

Art.  131.  Marriage  is  an  ordinance  of  God  and  should  be  solemnized 
in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  Church  as  well  as  of  the  State. 

Art.  132.     Members  of  the  Church,  having  died  in  the  faith  and  hope 

of    the   Gospel,   shall  be  honored   with  a  Christian  burial.     The  burial 

service   shall   be   conducted   according  to  the  order  prescribed  by   the 

Church. 

doctrine. 

Art.  133.  The  Holy  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  the  New  Testament 
which  are  called  canonical,  being  recognized  as  genuine  and  inspired,  are 
received  as  the  true  and  proper  Word  of  God  and  the  ultimate  rule  and 
measure  of  the  whole  Christian  faith  and  doctrine. 

Art.  134.  The  Heidelberg  Catechism  is  the  only  book  received  as  an 
authoritative  expression  of  the  truths  taught  in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and 
acknowledged  to  be  the  standard  of  doctrine  in  the  Reformed  Church  in 
the  United  States. 

WOKSHIP. 

Art.  135.  No  order  of  worship  shall  be  observed,  and  no  selection  of 
hymns  used  in  the  regular  Lord's  Day  service,  unless  ajiproved  or  rec- 
ommended by  the  General  Synod. 

Art.  136.  The  chief  festivals  of  the  Church  Year,  Christmas,  Good 
Friday,  Easter,  Ascension,  Pentecost  and  Trinity  Sunday,  and  all  days 
ai'poiiited  by  proper  ecclesiastical  or  civil  authority  for  fasting  or  tiianks- 
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giving,  should    be  duly  respected   and  observed  by   congregations   and 
families. 

Art.  137.  The  Lord's  Day  (Sunday)  shall  be  kept  as  a  holy  day,  de- 
voted to  the  public  worship  of  the  Lord  in  the  sanctuary,  to  reading  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  to  private  devotions,  and  to  works  of  love  and  mercy. 
Week  day  meetings  for  prayer,  and  daily  family  worship,  are  also  com- 
mended as  important  religious  services. 

DISCIPLINE. 

Art.  138.  Christian  Discipline  is  the  exercise  of  the  authority  and  the 
application  of  the  laws  which  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  has  established  in 
His  Church,  to  preserve  its  purity  and  honor,  and  to  promote  the  spiritual 
welfare  of  its  members.  All  Christian  discipline  is  spiritual;  and  nothing 
shall  be  admitted  as  matter  of  accusation,  or  considered  an  offense,  which 
can  not  be  proved  to  be  such  from  the  Scriptures.  The  following  sins  es- 
pecially merit  discipline:  heresy,  schism,  blasphemy,  adultery,  fornication, 
theft,  fraud,  perjury,  lyiag,  contentiousness,  intemperance,  profanation  of 
the  Lord's  Day,  and  other  violations  of  the  Ten  Commandments. 

Art.  139.  Discipline  shall  be  exercised  in  the  form  of  admonition, 
censure,  erasure  of  name,  suspension,  deposition  and  excommunication. 

Art.  140.  All  members  of  the  Church,  confirmed  or  unconfirmed,  are 
subject  to  discipline.  If  the  unconfirmed  fall  into  sinful  ways,  the  pastor 
and  elders  shall  remind  the  parents  and  sponsors  of  their  duty  in  regard 
to  them,  and  shall  also  by  direct  approach  seek  to  bring  them  to  the 
obedience  of  Christ. 

Art.  141.  Judicial  proceedings  against  alleged  offenders  shall  be  in- 
stituted only  on  accusation  of  a  communicant  member,  or  by  a  judicatory 
finding  it  necessary  to  investigate  an  offense. 

Art.  142.  Prosecution,  initiated  by  a  judicatory  of  the  Church,  shall 
be  brought  in  the  name  of  "The  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States," 
as  plaintiff;  in  all  individual  matters,  the  name  of  the  accuser  or  prosecu- 
tor shall  stand  as  plaintiff',  the  person  or  persons  accused,  as  defendants. 

Art.  143.  The  judicatory  initiating  a  prosecution  shall  appoint  a  com- 
mittee of  one  or  more  of  its  members  to  conduct  the  prosecution  in  all  its 
stages  until  its  final  issue  is  reached;  this  committee  may  be  changed  by 
the  judicatory  that  created  the  same,  or  said  judicatory  may  appoint 
assistant  counsel   in  the  case  at  any  stage  of  the  proceedings. 

Art.  144.  Any  plaintiff  or  defendant  may  be  represented  by  counsel; 
but  only  ministers  and  elders  of  the  Reformed  Church,  in  good  and  regu- 
lar standing,  shall  appear  as  counsel  in  a  Church  Court. 

Art.  145.  No  person  who  is  a  party,  a  prosecutor  of  his  own  motion  or 
by  appointment,  or  a  counsel  in  a  case,  shall  have  a  vote  on  any  question 
affecting  the  decision  of  the  case  at  issue. 

Art.  146.  Prosecutions  in  individual  matters  shall  not  be  allowed, 
unless  those  means  for  reconciliation  have  been  tried,  which  are  required 
by  our  Lord,  Matthew,  18:  15-17.  "If  thy  brother  shall  trespass  against 
thee,  go  and  tell  him  of  his  fault  between  thee  and  him  alone;  if   he   shall 
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hear  thee,  thou  hast  gained  thy  brother.  But  if  he  will  not  hear  thee,  then 
take  with  thee  one  or  two  more,  that  in  the  mouth  of  two  or  three  wit- 
nesses every  word  may  be  established.  And  if  he  shall  neglect  U)  hear 
them,  tell  it  unto  the  Church."  This  shall  not  be  required,  if  the  prosecu- 
tion is  in  the  name  of  the  Church;  but  nevertheless,  in  every  case  efforts 
should  be  made  by  private  conference  with  the  accused,  to  avoid,  if  pos- 
sible, the  necessity  of  actual  process. 

Art.  147.  Members  of  the  Church,  who,  upon  being  convicted  of  an 
offense  reject  the  admonition  of  the  Spiritual  Council,  or  of  the  church 
judicatory  that  found  them  guilty,  or  who  have  committed  an  act  of  public 
scandal,  shall  be  suspended  from  the  communion  of  the  Church.  Those 
thus  suspended  shall  be  treated  not  as  enemies,  but  as  erring  brethren, 
and  shall  be  admonished  as  such,  in  accordance  with  the  apostolic  direc- 
tion, II.  Thess.  3:  6-15.  But  if  this  suspension  and  these  admonitions  be 
ineffectual,  offenders  shall  be  excommunicated.  "If  he  neglect  to  hear 
the  Church,  let  him  be  unto  thee  as  a  heathen  man  and  a  publican." 
Matthew  18:  17.  A  suspension  may  or  may  not  be  announced  publicly 
at  the  discretion  of  the  church  judicatory  that  tried  the  case;  a  sentence  of 
excommunication,  however,  shall  always  be  publicly  pronounced. 

Art.  148.  If  a  member,  after  admonition  by  the  pastor  or  elders,  con- 
tinues to  neglect  his  duty  as  a  member  of  the  Church,  or  permanently 
absents  himself  from  the  public  worship  of  the  congregation,  such  con- 
duct shall  be  considered  an  offense  against  the  Church,  and  shall  render 
the  offender  liable  to  discipline.  But  if  he  has  estranged  himself  from 
the  Church,  so  as  to  make  it  impossible  for  the  Spiritual  Council  to  reach 
him,  his  name  shall  be  erased  from  the  church  register. 

Art.  149.  If  a  minister,  an  elder  or  a  deacon  commits  an  offense  which 
brings  dishonor  upon  the  Church,  oris  punishable  in  the  criminal  courts, 
he  shall  upon  trial  and  conviction  be  removed  from  his  office,  if  an  elder 
or  a  deacon,  by  the  Spiritual  Council,  or,  if  a  minister,  by  his  Classis.  In 
case  a  minister  is  involved  in  a  grave  public  scandal,  the  Spiritual  Coun- 
cil shall  temporarily  prevent  him  from  exercising  his  ministerial  functions, 
and  refer  him  at  once  to  Classis  for  trial. 

Art.  150.  If  an  ill  report  concerning  the  moral  conduct  of  a  minister, 
an  elder  or  a  deacon  be  in  circulation,  the  Spiritual  Council  shall  institute 
an  immediate  investigation,  and  proceed  as  the  interests  of  religion  and 
justice  to  the  individual  may  require.  If  the  Spiritual  Council  neglects  to 
investigate  ill  reports  concerning  a  minister,  the  Classis  shall  investigate 
them  without  waiting  to  be  recpiested  by  the  Spiritual  Council.  Hut  if 
Classis  discovers  that  the  Si)iritual  Council  is  already  occupied  with  the 
case,  it  shall  for  a  reasonable  time  await  the  result  of  the  inquiry.  No 
prosecution  based  on  evil  rumors  shall  be  instituted,  unless  some  par- 
ticular sin  or  sins  are  specified,  and  the  rumors  are  generally  and  exten- 
sively circulated,  permanent  ami  not  transient,  and  accomjianicd  with 
strong  jiresumption  of  truth. 

Art.   151.     if  a  pastor  lias  been  suspendeil  or  deposed  from  his   minis- 
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terial  office,  and  no  appeal  in  his  case  is  pending,  the  relation  between 
him  and  his  pastoral  charge  is  thereby  dissolved,  and  the  Classis  shall 
declare  his  pulpit  vacant. 

Art.  152.  Prosecutions  must  be  based  upon  written  accusations,  drawn 
in  the  name  of  the  party  plaintiff  and  addressed  to  the  judicatory  having 
jurisdiction  in  the  case.  The  names  of  parties,  plaintiff  and  defendant, 
shall  be  clearly  stated  at  the  head  of  the  document.  Each  offense  shall 
be  set  forth  as  a  separate  charge,  clearly  and  unequivocally.  Each  charge 
must  be  followed  by  the  specifications,  setting  forth  the  facts  relied  upon 
to  sustain  it,  giving  as  nearly  as  possible  the  time,  place  and  circumstan- 
ces of  the  offense,  and  the  names  of  witnesses. 

Art.  153.  If  a  prosecution  is  brought  by  an  individual  for  personal 
injuries,  the  accusation  must  state  that  the  law  of  the  Church,  as  laid 
down  in  Art.  146  of  this  Constitution  and  in  Matthew  18:  15-17,  was  fol- 
lowed and  observed  by  him,  but  remained  unheeded  by  defendant;  the 
prosecutor  shall  also  state  in  his  accusation  that  he  has  good  and  suffi- 
cient reason  to  believe  the  facts  set  forth  in  his  accusation  to  be  true  and 
correct,  and  that  he  is  not  actuated  by  malice  or  ill  will  in  making  the 
charge,  and  he  shall  sign  the  accusation  in  his  own  proper  handwriting. 

Art.  154.  Accusations  drawn  in  the  name  of  the  Church  shall  be  sign- 
ed by  the  appointed  prosecutor  or  prosecutors  in  their  official  capacity,  as 
follows:  "N.  N.,  Committee  appointed  by  N.  N.  for  the  prosecution  of 
this  case."  If  an  accusation  is  brought  upon  an  investigation  of  public 
rumors,  this  fact  must  be  stated  therein,  together  with  the  manner,  form 
and  result  of  the  preliminary  investigation. 

Art.  1.55.    Accusations   must  be  filed    in     duplicate  with  the  stated 
clerk  or  secretary  of  the  judicatory   to  which  they  are  directed,   one  copy* 
thereof  to  be   for  the  use  of  the  prosecution  and  the  other  copy   for  the 
use  of  the  defense.     The   clerk  or  secretary  shall  immediately  inform  the 
president  of  the  judicatory  of  the  filing  of  an  accusation. 

Art.  156.  If  an  accusation  is  against  a  clerk  or  secretary  of  the  judica- 
tory, it  shall  be  filed  with  the  presiding  officer,  and  he  shall  proceed  to 
perform  the  duties  of  the  clerk  or  secretary  until  another  clerk  or  secre- 
tary is  appointed  for  the  occasion;  and  if  it  is  against  the  presiding  officer, 
the  secretary  or  clerk  shall  proceed  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  presiding 
officer  in  the  case,  until  the  judicatory  can  meet  and  appoint  a  presiding 
officer  for  the  occasion. 

Art.  157.  The  president  of  the  court  in  which  an  accusation  has  been 
filed  in  manner  aforesaid,  or,  in  case  of  his  disqualification,  the  secretary 
or  clerk  shall  call  a  meeting  of  said  court  for  the  hearing  of  the  case,  in 
the  manner  and  form  in  which  such  court  is  usually  called  for  the  trans- 
action of  business.  The  secretary  or  clerk  of  the  court,  or,  in  case  of  his 
disqualification,  the  president,  shall  make  out  and  in  his  official  capacity 
sign  a  citation  directed  to  the  defendant  or  defendants  named  in  the  accu- 
sation, demanding  him  or  them  to  appear  in  said  court  at  a  specified  time 
and  place,  and  answer  the  charge  or  charges  contained  in  the  accusation. 
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Such  citation  and  one  of  the  copies  of  the  accusation  filed  shall  be  served 
on  the  defendant  or  defendants,  by  handing  a  copy  of  the  citation  and  a 
copy  of  the  accusation  to  each  defendant,  or  leaving  them  at  his  last 
known  place  of  residence  with  an  adult  member  of  his  family  or  house- 
hold, at  least  ten  days  before  the  trial.  The  prosecution  shall  also  be 
notified  of  the  time  and  place  of  the  trial,  by  the  secretary  or  clerk  of  the 
court,  or  in  case  of  his  disqualification,  by  the  president,  at  least  ten  days 
previous  to  the  hearing. 

Art.  158.  The  testimony  of  witnesses  who  cainiot  appear  at  the  trial 
of  a  case  on  account  of  distance,  ill-health,  or  other  unavoidable  circum- 
stances, may  be  taken  by  either  party  before  a  notary  public  or  a  justice 
of  the  \>ta.CQ,  pro7'ided,  the  party  in  whose  interest  the  testimony  is  taken 
notify  the  opposite  party  at  least  ten  days  previous  when  and  where  the 
testimony  is  to  be  taken,  and  what  he  expects  to  prove.  The  opposite 
party  may  be  present  and  cross-examine  the  witnesses,  or  send  cross- 
questions  which  shall  be  asked  the  witnesses  and  answered  by  them.  The 
testimony  thus  taken,  when  the  notary  or  justice  has  certified  thereto  that 
said  witnesses  were  first  sworn  or  affirmed  to  testify  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth  and  nothing  but  the  truth  in  the  matter,  that  it  was  reduced  to  writ- 
ing by  him,  and  that  it  was  taken  at  the  time  and  place  specified  in  the 
notice,  may  be  read  at  any  and  all  stages  of  the  trial. 

Art.  159.  If  the  accused  refuse  to  obey  the  summons,  he  shall  be  cited 
a  second  time  to  appear  as  soon  as  the  court  may  deem  reasonable, 
but  not  within  less  than  ten  days;  and  if  he  still  refuse  to  appear,  he  shall 
not  only  be  liable  to  censure  for  contumacy,  but  the  court  may  proceed 
with  the  investigation  and  decision  of  the  case  as  though  he  were  present. 

Art.  160.  The  president,  clerk  or  secretary  of  the  church  judicatory 
which  is  to  hear  a  case,  shall,  when  requested,  issue  citations,  requiring 
the  witnesses  named  therein  to  appear  before  said  judicatory  to  testify  in 
the  case,  and  stating  therein  the  time  and  place  of  the  hearing,  the  names 
of  the  parties,  and  the  party  in  whose  interest  they  are  expected  to  testify. 
Such  citation  shall  be  served  by  handing  to  each  witness  required  to  ap- 
pear a  copy  thereof,  or  by  leaving  the  copy  at  his  place  of  residence  with 
an  adult  member  of  the  family  with  which  he  resides.  A  person  disobey- 
ing a  citation  thus  issued  and  served,  is  guilty  of  disobedience  and  con- 
tempt of  court,  and  may  for  such  offense  be  suspended  from  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  Church,  or  reprimanded  by  the  church  judicatory. 

Art.  161.  Trials  shall  be  conducted  in  open  or  secret  session,  as  the 
majority  of  the  court  may  determine. 

Art.  162.  Exceptions  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  or  the  qualifica- 
tion of  any  of  its  members  must  be  made  immediately  after  the  court  is 
opened,  either  before  or  after  the  charge  or  charges  are  read,  and  ques- 
tions arising  in  regard  thereto  must  be  decided  before  proceeding  with 
the  hearing  of  the  case;  and  if  none  are  made,  all  objections  shall  be 
deemed  waived. 

Art.   163.     After  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  and  the   (jualifications   of 
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its  members  have  been  settled,  or  if  no  objections  thereto  have  been  rais- 
ed, and  the  charge  or  charges  have  been  read  in  open  court,  the  defend- 
ant or  defendants  must  enter  a  proper  plea  or  answer  to  each  charge. 
Should  the  accused  acknowledge  his  guilt,  the  court  shall  enter  a  finding 
of  "guilty,"  and  shall  impose  the  appropriate  sentence  upon  the  defend- 
ant.    A  refusal  to  plead  or  answer  shall  be  taken  as  a  plea  of  "not  guilty." 

Art.  164.  If  facts  are  disputed,  or  evidence  is  needed  to  throw  more 
light  upon  facts  not  disputed,  the  witnesses,  after  being  sworn  or  solemn- 
ly affirmed  by  the  president  or  any  member  of  the  court  whom  he  may 
appoint,  shall  be  examined,  and  may  be  cross-examined  by  the  opposite 
party.  In  the  examination  of  witnesses  and  the  presentation  of  the  law 
and  the  evidence,  the  rules  of  the  common-law  courts  shall  be  followed 
as  nearly  as  possible. 

Art.  165.  All  persons,  whether  parties  or  otherwise,  are  competent 
witnesses,  except  such  as  do  not  believe  in  the  existence  of  God  or  a 
future  state  of  rewards  and  punishments,  or  have  not  sufficient  intelli- 
gence to  understand  the  obligation  of  an  oath.  Any  witness  may  be 
challenged  for  incompetency,  and  the  judicatory  shall  decide  the  question. 

Art.  166.  A  member  of  the  judicatory  may  be  called  upon  to  testify 
in  a  case  which  comes  before  it.  He  shall  be  qualified  as  other  witnesses 
are,  and  after  having  given  his  testimony  may  immediately  resume  his 
seat  as  a  member  of  the  judicatory. 

Art.  167.  Exceptions  to  any  of  the  rulings  of  the  court  must  be  taken 
at  the  time  they  are  made,  or  shortly  thereafter,  while  the  same  subject  is 
under  consideration.  All  decisions  and  rulings  of  the  court,  to  which  ex- 
ceptions are  taken,  as  well  as  the  objections,  shall  be  distinctly  stated  in 
the  minutes  of  the  court,  to  be  available  in  case  of  an  appeal  or  review. 

Art.  168.  The  whole  proceedings  and  all  the  evidence  in  the  case 
shall  be  accurately  and  fully  recorded,  and  copies  thereof  furnished 
promptly  to  the  parties,  if  demanded,  at  their  expense.  The  fees  charged 
for  copies  of  the  records  and  papers  filed  in  a  case  shall  not  be  more 
than  ten  cents  for  each  one  hundred  words  written,  including  certificate 
of  correctness  attached  to  the  copy. 

Art.  169.  After  the  final  submission  of  the  cause,  the  court  shall  retire 
into  secret  session  for  consultation  and  decision.  Decisions  in  judicial 
proceedings  must  be  rendered  by  a  majority  vote  of  the  members  of  the 
court  present  during  the  entire  progress  of  the  trial.  A  separate  vote 
must  be  taken  on  each  charge.  No  sentence  of  excommunication  of  a 
member,  or  of  suspension  or  deposition  of  a  minister,  elder  or  deacon 
from  office,  shall  be  valid,  except  by  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the 
members  voting.  The  decision  and  the  sentence  of  the  court  shall  be 
publicly  pronounced  by  the  president,  in  the  presence  of  the  defendant 
or  defendants,  in  case  of  their  appearance;  under  all  circumstances  it 
shall  be  read  in  open  court.  Exceptions  thereto,  and  motions  for  a  new 
trial  or  for  a  mitigation  of  sentence,  shall  at  once  be  heard  and  decided. 
Decisions,  sentence,  exceptions,  further  proceedings  thereon,  and   notices 


189 

of  appeal,  shall  be  duly  recorded  in  the  minutes  of  the  trial,  in    the   order 
in  which  they  occur. 

Art.  170.  Any  member  of  the  Church  in  good  and  regular  standing 
shall  have  the  right  of  complaint  by  petition,  directed  to  any  of  the  church 
judicatories,  for  grievances  other  than  those  that  necessitate  an  accusa- 
tion and  a  judicial  proceeding  by  \.x\?ii\ provided,  that  due  notice  is  given 
to  the  party  against  whom  complaint  is  made. 

Art.  171.  All  complaints  shall  be  duly  examined  by  the  court  to 
which  they  are  made,  and  disposed  of  as  it  may  deem  right  and  proper, 
giving  all  parties  concerned  ample  notice,  time  and  opportunity  for  a 
hearing,  so  that  a  just,  correct  and  intelligent  conclusion  may  be  reached. 

Art.  172.  If  a  complaint  is  against  an  individual  or  individuals,  and 
of  such  a  nature  that  a  judicial  proceeding  by  trial  must  be  had  to  meet 
the  aims  and  ends  of  right  and  justice,  the  judicatory  having  the  matter 
under  consideration  shall  inform  the  complainant  that  his  remedy  is  by 
judicial  proceeding. 

Art.  173.  If  the  official  act  or  decision  of  an  officer  of  the  Church  is 
the  ground  of  complaint,  the  complaint  shall  be  brought  before  the  judic- 
atory in  whose  name  or  authority  he  acted,  and  the  said  officer  shall  be 
served  with  an  exact  copy  of  this  complaint,  at  least  ten  days  before  it  is 
heard. 

Art.  174.  If  the  official  decision  of  a  church  judicatory  be  complained 
of,  the  complaint  shall  be  brought  in  the  next  higher  court;  such  com- 
plaint and  the  reasons  therefor  must  be  filed  with  the  stated  clerk  or  sec- 
retary of  the  body  complained  of,  within  thirty  days  after  the  decision  was 
rendered.  The  clerk  or  secretary  shall  thereupon  notify  the  president  of 
the  judicatory,  who  shall  appoint  a  committee  to  defend  the  action  of  such 
judicatory,  and  such  complaint  shall  be,  by  the  secretary  or  clerk,  entered 
ujion  the  records  for  transmission  to  the  next  higher  tribunal;  and  such 
complaint  shall  be  heard  at  its  next  session,  unless  thirty  days  have  not 
intervened  between  the  filing  of  such  complaint  and  the  session  of  said 
higher  tribunal. 

Art.  175.  If  an  appeal  is  taken  from  the  decision  of  a  court  in  a  case 
of  complaint,  the  court  that  rendered  the  decision  shall  be  the  respondent 
and  defend  its  position  in  the  appellate  court,  by  and  through  such  repre- 
sentatives as  said  respondent  may  deem  proper  to  appoint;  said  repre- 
sentatives, however,  shall  be  ministers  or  elders  of  the  Church. 

Art.  176.  A  party  to  a  judicial  case  or  complaint,  who  feels  aggriev- 
ed by  the  decision  of  a  lower  court,  may,  unless  the  action  be  necessarily 
final,  appeal  to  the  next  higher  court. 

Art.  177.  Irregularity  in  the  proceedings;  refusal  to  entertain  an  ap- 
peal or  complaint;  refusal  of  reasonable  indulgence  to  a  party  on  trial; 
receiving  improper  or  declining  to  receive  important  testimony;  disregard 
of  the  provisions  of  the  law,  or  of  a  preponderance  of  unimpeachable 
evidence;  undue  haste;  manifestation  of  prejudice  in  the  conduct  of  the 
cause;  mistake  or  injustice  in  the  decision,  or  in  any  of  the  rulings  of   the 
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court   in  matters   appertaining  to  the  case;  or  undue  severity  of  sentence; 
are  good  and  sufficient  reasons  for  an  appeal. 

Art.  178.  Notice  of  an  appeal  must  be  filed  in  open  court  before  the 
close  of  the  session;  and  within  thirty  days  after  adjournment  of  the  court, 
the  reasons  for  such  appeal  must  be  filed  with  the  stated  clerk  or  secretary 
of  the  court  appealed  from. 

Art.  179.  The  stated  clerk  or  secretary  of  the  judicatory  appeal- 
ed from,  shall  file  with  the  stated  clerk  of  the  appellate  court  the  records 
and  papers  filed  ii;i  a  case  in  which  an  appeal  was  regularly  taken,  or  a 
certified  copy  thereof,  on  or  before  the  second  day  of  th£  next  stated  ses- 
sion of  said  appellate  court. 

Art.  180.  An  appeal  arrests  the  execution  of  a  sentence;  but  if  the 
sentence  is  suspension,  deposition  or  excommunication,  it  shall  remain  in 
force  until  finally  reversed. 

Art.  181.  All  cases  of  appeal  of  which  the  records  and  papers,  or 
certified  copies  thereof,  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  stated  clerk  of 
the  appellate  court,  shall  be  called  up  by  him  as  soon  as  possible  after 
the  permanent  organization  of  the  court;  he  shall  state  the  names  of  the 
original  parties,  read  the  accusation  or  complaint  and  the  decision  and 
sentence,  state  the  names  of  the  appellants  and  appellees,  and  read  the 
reasons  filed  for  the  appeal. 

Art.  182.  In  case  the  secretary  or  stated  clerk  of  the  lower  court  fail- 
ed to  file  the  records  of  an  appeal,  as  provided  in  Article  179  of  t"his  Con- 
stitution, he  shall  be  reprimanded  by  the  court  and  referred  to  his  judica- 
tory for  punishment;  and  the  appellant  or  appellee  may  furnish  a  copy 
thereof,  certified  to  as  being  correct  by  the  clerk  of  the  lower  court,  and 
such  shall  be  taken  as  if  it  had  been  filed  by  the  clerk. 

Art.  183.  The  appellant  shall  appear  in  person  or  by  counsel  before 
the  appellate  court  on  or  before  the  close  of  the  second  day's  session  of  its 
stated  meeting,  next  ensuing  the  date  of  the  filing  of  his  notice  of  appeal, 
and  shall  lodge  an  additional  copy  of  his  appeal,  and  specifications  of  the 
errors  alleged,  with  the  clerk  of  the  appellate  court  within  the  time  above 
specified.  If  he  fails  to  do  so,  and  to  show  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court 
that  he  was  unavoidably  prevented  from  so  doing,  his  appeal  shall  be  con- 
sidered abandoned,  and  the  judgment  of  the  lower  court  shall  stand.  The 
court  shall  proceed  to  hear  an  appeal,  the  appellee  appearing  or  not,  un- 
less it  appears  that  notice  of  appeal  was  not  served  on  him  properly. 

Art.  184.  No  testimony  which  has  not  been  brought  before  the  lower 
court  shall  be  admitted  in  the  higher  court  in  the  hearing  of  an  appeal, 
except  by  the  consent  of  both  parties.  If  new  evidence  arises  which  is 
likely  to  altar  the  aspect  of  the  case  materially,  it  must  be  sent  back  to 
the  lower  court  for  a  new  investigation. 

Art.  185.  After  an  appeal  is  called  up  and  stated  by  the  clerk,  the 
presiding  officer  of  the  court  shall  appoint  a  committee,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  take  charge  of  all  the  records  and  papers  in  the  case,  examine 
the  same  thoroughly  and  report  thereon: 
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1.  Whether  or  not  the  appeal  is  regular  and  ready  for  hearing. 

2.  Propose  to  the  court  the  day  and  hour  the  appeal  shall  be  heard. 

3.  The  time  to  be  granted  each  party  to  present  the  case. 

Art.  186.  When  the  time  appointed  for  the  hearing  of  an  apjjeal 
arrives,  it  shall  have  j)recedence  over  all  other  business,  and  shall  be 
heard  as  follows; 

1.  The  papers  and  records  in  the  case  shall  be  read  in  proper  order, 
excepting  what  may  be  omitted  by  consent. 

2.  The  parties  shall  be  heard,  the  appellant  opening  and  closing. 

3.  The  vote  shall  then  be  separately  taken,  without  debate,  on  each 
specification,  the  question  being  put  in  the  form:  "Shall  the  specification 
be  sustained?"  The  specification  having  been  read  by  the  clerk  and  the 
question  put  by  the  president,  the  roll  shall  be  called  and  the  vote  taken. 
If  no  one  of  the  specifications  be  sustained  and  no  error  be  found,  the  judg- 
ment of  the  inferior  court  shall  be  affirmed.  If  one  or  more  errors  be 
found,  the  appellate  court  shall  determine  whether  the  judgment  of  the 
lower  judicatory  shall  be  reversed  or  modified,  or  the  case  remanded  for 
a  new  trial;  and  the  judgment,  accompanied  with  a  recital  of  the  error 
or  errors  found,  shall  be  entered  on  the  record.  If  the  judicatory  deem 
it  wise,  an  explanatory  minute  may  be  adopted,  which  shall  be  part  of  the 
record  of  the  case. 

Art.  187.  The  parties  to  a  case  and  those  who  acted  as  prosecutors, 
attorneys,  counselors  or  representatives  of  the  plaintiff  or  of  the  defend- 
ant, and  also  those  who  voted  on  the  decision  of  a  case  in  any  of  the 
lower  courts,  shall  have  no  vote  in  the  appellate  court  in  the  review  of  a 
judicial  case,  on  any  question  touching  the  same.  In  the  revision,  how- 
ever, of  any  other  except  a  judicial  case,  every  member  of  said  appellate 
court  shall  have  the  right  to  vote. 

Art.  188.  The  decisions  of  the  last  court  to  which  an  appeal  is  taken 
shall  be  valid  and  binding. 

RESTORATION. 

Art.  189.  Members  of  the  Church,  deacons,  elders,  licentiates  or 
ministers,  who  are  under  discipline,  may  be  reinstated  either  by  the 
Church  Court  which  disciplined  them,  or  with  its  official  consent  by  a  co- 
ordinate Church  Court, /roT'zV/^^,  however,  the  evidence  of  their  repent- 
ance and  amendment  is  satisfactory.  The  reinstatement  of  a  minister 
shall  not  be  final  until  it  is  approved  by  Synod. 

Art.  190.  A  minister  or  a  licentiate  who  has  been  deposed  for  the  sin 
of  adultery  or  fornication,  or  for  any  offense  that  affixes  a  public  scandal 
to  his  character,  which  no  after  repentance  can  remove,  ought  not  to  be 
restored  to  the  ministry. 

Art.  191.  If  a  minister  has  been  deposed,  but  not  excommunicated, 
he  shall  be  considered  entitled  to  the  rights  of  a  lay  member,  and  Classis 
shall  furnish  him  with  a  certificate  to  any  congregation  with  which  he  may 
desire  to  coiniect  himself.  Such  certificate  shall  state  his  exact  relation 
to  the  Church. 
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REPEALING  CLAUSE. 

Art.  192.  All  laws  and  ordinances  heretofore  passed  or  adopted  by 
any  judicatory  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  that  are  not 
in  harmony  with  or  are  contrary  to  any  of  the  articles  and  provisions  of 
this  Constitution,  are  hereby  repealed  and  declared  null  and  void. 


On  motion,  the* following  action  was  adopted: 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Revision  and 
Improvement  of  the  Constitution  be  continued  to  prepare, 
from  the  notes  of  the  Chairman,  and  the  records  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  an  official  copy  of 
the  Constitution  as  revised  and  amended  for  the  printer,  to 
read  the  proof  of  the  same,  and  to  prepare  an  Index  of  the 
Constitution,  the  same  to  be  reported  at  the  next  triennial 
meeting  of  the  General  Synod. 


REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    HYMNAL. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  General  Synod, 
during  the  morning  session  on  Friday,  reported  in  items  13 
and  14  «)  that  certain  instructions  were  given  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Reformed  Church  Hymnal.  In  response 
thereto  the  committee  submitted  the  following  report,  which 
was  received  and  as  amended  adopted: 
To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  CJmrcJi  in  the  U.  S. : 

Your  committee,  appointed  six  years  ago  at  the  synod  at 
Akron,  Ohio,  to  prepare  a  Hymnal  for  the  church,  and 
authorized  three  years  ago,  at  the  synod  at  Lebanon,  Pa., 
to  publish  the  same,  begs  leave  to  submit  its  report: 

Shortly  after  the  adjournment  of  the  last  synod  we  sub- 
mitted plans  and  specifications  of  the  proposed  Hymnal  to 
all  the  publishers  in  the  church,  soliciting  bids  from  each. 
On  opening  the  bids,  that  of  the  German  Publication  House 
at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  was  found  by  your  committee  to  be  the 
most  favorable.  We  therefore  entered  into  contract  with 
tliat  House  for  the  publication  of  the  Hymnal. 

The  contract  (of  which  the  original  is  herewith  placed  in 
your  hands)  reads  as  follows: 


CONTRACT. 

To  all  whoDi  it  i)tay  concern  : 

I'he  German  Pii!)!icatioii  House  of  the  Reformed  Church,  1 134  1138 
Pearl  St.,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  agrees  to  publish  the  Hymnal,  as  pre|)ared  by 
the  General  Synodical  Committee,  containing  755  hymns,  573  tunes  and  50 
chants  and  responses,  with  words  and  music,  under  the  following  con- 
ditions: 

1.  We  will  publish  sai<l  Hynnial  in  two  editions,  one  with  and  the 
other  without  music.  The  edition  with  music  is  to  be  made  of  same  size, 
workmanship  and  binding  as  the  Baptist  Hymnal,  published  by  the 
American  Baptist  Society,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  sold  for  $i.cx3  (one 
dollar).  The  edition  without  music  to  be  made  of  paper,  size  and  quailty 
as  the  Baptist  Hymnal  without  music,  published  by  the  same  above-men- 
tioned society,  well  bound,  roan-embossed,  and  sold  at  65c.,  (sixty-five 
centsj.  Other  editions  may  be  published  at  rates  corresponding,  accord- 
ing to  material  used,  with  those  above  named. 

2.  The  saitl  Publication  House  further  agrees  to  pay  the  "copy- 
mcmey  "  to  authors  and  publishers  for  tunes  selected  from  other  hymn 
books,  which  amount  shall  not  exceed  very  much  $2,000  (two  thousand 
dollars.) 

And  it  is  further  agreed  that  said  Synodical  Committee  shall  furnish  to 
us,  as  the  publishers  of  said  Hymnal,  a  correct  list  of  all  those  authors  and 
publishers  who  may  claim  "  copy-money,"  and  that  we,  as  the  jniblisliers, 
are  not  held  responsible  for  those  not  named  therein. 

3.  The  book  shall  be  finished,  ready  for  the  market,  that  is,  the  two 
editions  herein  named,  at  the  expiration  of  four  months  from  the  time  the 
copy  is  received,  provided  the  work  is  not  delayed  by  a  strike  of  our 
composers. 

4.  At  the  expiration  of  seven  years  we,  the  said  Publication  House, 
agree  to  deliver  the  plates  of  said  Hymnal  to  the  committee  a{)pointed  by 
General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  but  at  the 
same  time  shall  have  the  privilege  to  make  a  contract  with  said  committee 
for  another  term  of  years,  if  so  desired  by  mutual  agreement. 

5.  As  soon  as  we,  the  said  Publication  House,  have  reinbursed  our- 
selves, capital  invested  for  copy-money  and  plates,  we  agree  to  pay  to 
Cieneral  Synod  a  royalty  for  the  Hymnal  with  music  twenty  cents,  and 
without  music  rifteen  cents  per  copy,  that  is,  for  every  copy  soUi. 

In  case  the  profits  derived  from  the  sale  of  the  said  Hymnal  should  not 
cover  the  investment  for  copy-money  and  plates  in  seven  years,  sai<l  Pub- 
lication   House  sluUl    have  tlic    [uivilege  to    keep    the    plates    until    said 

investment  is  paid. 

6.  The  price  for  the  music  edition  one  dollar,  and. word  edition  sixty- 
five  cents,  are  «<•/  prices  to  churches,  ministers,  &c.,  in  all  <iuantities,  and 
at  alltimes.      To  tiie  trade  a  discount  of  ten  per  cent  shall  be  given. 

GKRMAN  PUBLICATION  HOUSK, 

.\lgust  Beckkr,  Manager. 
Clkvkkam),  Ohio,  November  1,  iSyo. 
l.J 
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In  keeping  with  the  terms  of  the  above  contract,  the 
Hymnal  was  pubHshed  in  two  editions  and  in  various  styles 
of  binding,  in  the  spring  of  the  year  1891,  and  has  been  in 
very  general  use  in  our  churches  to  the  present  date. 

Your  committee  takes  great  pleasure  in  expressing  its 
entire  satisfaction  with  the  manner  in  which  the  publisher 
has  fulfilled  his  part  of  the  work.  He  has  given  the  church 
a  very  superior  book,  in  quality  of  paper,  press-work, 
binding  and  general  style  and  appearance,  and  certainly 
deserves  very  hi^h  commendation  for  his  great  fidelity  in  the 
prosecution  of  this  important  work. 

In  addition  to  the  editions  named  above,  our  publisher 
with  very  praiseworthy  enterprise  has  issued  a  pocket-edition 
(words  only)  in  two  sizes,  one  24mo  and  one  32mo.  These 
are  bound  in  various  styles  and  sold  at  very  low  figures,  and 
are,  we,, think,  , a  marvel  of  beauty  and  good  taste.  We 
believe  that  in  due  time  the  pocket- edition  will  come  into 
general  favor. 

The  publisher,  under  date  of  April  29,  1893,  makes  a 
report  to  your  committee,  from  which  we  glean  the  follow- 
ing facts: 

The  cost  of  the  Hymnal  for  both  editions,  with  duplicate 
plates  for  the  music  edition,  with  charges  for  copy-money, 
amounted  to  ^4,265.85. 

The  publisher  reports  that  he  was  reinbursed  August  i, 
1892,  for  the  above  amount  by  the  sale,  at  that  date,  of 
I  o,  1 24  copies  of  the  music  edition  at  thirty  cents,  (^3,037. 20) 
and  8, 191  copies  of  the  word  edition  at  fifteen  cents,  (^1,228.- 
65);  and  further,  that  on  the  said  date,  viz,  August  i,  1892, 
he  had  sold  5,695  copies  of  the  music  edition  over  and  above 
the  number  of  copies  above  named,  and  that  he  has  paid  into 
the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  General  Synod  a  royalty  of 
twenty  cents  on  each  of  these  5,695  copies,  viz,  ;^i,i39. 
Or  in  other  words,  he  had  sold,  up  to  August  i,  1892,  of 
the  music  edition  15,819  copies,  and  of  the  word  edition 
8,191  copies;  out  of  the  royalties  had  paid  the  cost  of  the 
publication,  and  turned  over  to  your  Treasurer  for  the 
Society  of  Relief  ;^i,  139. 

The  publisher  has  made  no  official  report  of  the  sales  since 
the  above  named  date  (August  i,  1892),  as  he  desires  for  his 
own  convenience  that  his  annual  report  shall  begin  August  i. 
But  in  an  informal  way  he  has  reported  to  your  committee 
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that  from  August  i,  1892,  to  April  29,  1893,  he  has  sold 
about  2,700  copies  with  tunes  and  1,300  without,  on  which 
copies  the  royalties  will  amount  to  about  $7ZS  additional. 

Up  to  the  present  date,  therefore,  about  19,000  copies  of 
the  music  edition  have  been  sold,  and  about  10,000  copies 
of  the  word  edition ;  the  cost  of  the  publication  of  the  book 
has  been  paid,  and  ;^  1,8  74  are  in  hand  of  the  Society  for 
Relief  of  Ministers  and  their  Widows. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  members  of  your  committee  are 
widely  separated  from  one  another  in  respect  of  residence, 
the  expenses  of  the  committee  were  unavoidably  heavy, 
amounting  in  all  to  $980.48. 

Your  committee  would  respectfully  recommend  the  follow- 
ing action : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  General  Synod  be  and 
hereby  is  instructed  to  pay  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  "Society 
for  the  Relief  of  Ministers  and  their  Widows  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States,"  the  amount  of  royalties  now 
in  his  hands,  after  the  treasurer  has  been  reimbursed  for  all 
expenses  incurred  in  the  preparation  of  the  book. 

Resolved,  That  the  publisher  of  the  Hymnal  be  directed 
hereafter  to  pay  all  royalties  to  the  treasurer  of  the  above 
named  society. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  be  continued,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  contract,  and  to 
have  charge  of  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  publication  of 
the  Hymnal. 

The  attention  of  the  synod  is  hereby  called  to  a  complete 
set  of  the  editions  of  the  Hymnal  in  various  styles  of  binding, 
respectfully  presented  by  the  publisher  for  the  inspection  of 
•synod.  Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  M.  KHiFFER, 
JOHN  A.  HOFFHEINS, 
JOHN  M.  SCHICK, 
H.  H.  W.  HH^SHMAN, 

Committee. 


REPORT    ON    THE    VOTE    ADOPTING    THE    HYMNAL. 

In  order  to  ascertain  the  result  of  the  vote  of  the  classes 
on  the  Hymnal  from  the  official  records  and  reports  of  the 
classes  and  synods,  a  special  committee,  under  item  9  of  the 


196 

report  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh Synod,  was  appointed  to  report  to  this  synod.  The 
committee  consists  of  Rev.  Thomas  J.  Hacker,  Joseph  Sech- 
ler  and  Elder  WilUam  H.  Schall.  This  committee,  during 
the  afternoon  session  of  the  last  day  of  the  sessions,  pre- 
sented the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted: 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  item  9  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Pittsburgh  Synod,  to- 
gether with  all  items  from  the  reports  on  Minutes  of  Synod 
and  Classes,  referring  to  the  Reformed  Church  Hymnal  as 
sent  to  the  classes  of  the  General  Synod  of  Lebanon  in  1890, 
for  approval  or  rejection,  would  submit  the  following  report: 
We  have  examined  the  records  necessary  to  arrive  at  a 
knowledge  of  the  facts,  viz:  the  reports  of  the  Committees 
on  Minutes  of  Synods  and  Classes,  and  find  that 

The  total  number  of  classes  is 55 

Number  voting  approved 48 

Number  voting  to  reject 

Number  of  classes  from  whom  no  report  of  any  kind  is  at  hand   7 

Therefore,  in  view  of  the  facts  as  set  forth  we  submit  the 
following  as  the  action  of  the  synod: 

Whereas,  By  a  practically  unanimous  vote  of  the  classes, 
the  Reformed  Church  Hymnal  was  adopted,  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  this  General.Synod  on  the  first  day  of  June, 
A.  D.,  1893,  declares  the  Reformed  Church  Hymnal  adopted. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

THOMAS  J.  HACKER, 
JOSEPH  SECHLER, 
WILLIAM  H.  SCHALL, 

Committee. 

Immediately  after  the  adoption  of  the  foregoing  report, 
the  president  declared  that  the  Reformed  Church  Hymnal  was 
constitutionally  adopted  as  an  ordinance  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States. 


DELIVERANCE    ON    MODE    OF    BAPTISM. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes    of   General  Synod, 
during  the  morning  session   on   Friday,  reported  in  item  16 
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that,  on  an  overture  from  Wyoming  Classis,  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  on  the  mode  of  baptism  was  authorized 
in  1890  (Min.  pages  149  and  150),  but  for  certain  reasons 
the  committee  was  not  announced. 

During  the  afternoon  session  of  the  same  day,  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Overtures  reported  in  item  i  i  that  Rev. 
John  M.  Grether  asked  General  Synod  to  give  a  deHverance 
on  the  mode  of  baptism. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  subject  matter  of  these  items  be  re- 
ferred to  a  special  committee  to  report  a  deliverance  on  the 
question,  as  to  whether  it  is  permissable  to  depart  from  the 
mode  of  baptism  which  has  prevailed  in  the  Reformed  Church 
in  the  United  States. 

The  committee  consists  of  Revs.  Dr.  Emanuel  V.  Gerhart, 
Dr.  John  A.  Peters,  Dr.  John  M.  Titzel,  and  Elders  John 
J.  Nissley  and  Prof.  John  B.  Kieffer.  This  committee,  dur- 
ing the  afternoon  session  of  the  last  day  of  the  sessions,  sub- 
mitted the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted: 

The  special  committee  appointed  on  the  mode  of  baptism 
offer  their  report  as  follows: 

Two  items  have  been  referred  to  your  committee:  The 
one  is  a  request  of  Wyoming  Classis  for  a  deliverance  on  the 
question,  "whether  it  is  permissable  to  depart  from  the 
mode  of  baptism  which  has  prevailed  in  the  Reformed  Church. " 
The  other  is  a  letter  on  the  same  matter  from  the  Rev.  Jno. 
M.  Grether,  Swanton,  Ohio. 

The  gist  of  the  whole  question  maybe  put  in  these  words: 
Should  a  minister  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  any  case  ad- 
minister baptism  by  immersion? 

The  New  Testament  does  not  prescribe  the  external  mode 
of  using  water  in  the  observance  of  this  sacrament.  Our 
Lord  and  his  Apostles  emphasize  the  obligation  and  spiritual 
meaning  of  baptism,  but  neither  the  quantity  of  water  nor 
the  mode  of  applying  water,  nor  is  any  modt;  forbidden. 
Affusion  and  immersion  are  alike  valid. 

In  the  Reformed  Church  of  all  countries,  baptism  has  from 
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the  beginning  been  administered  by  affusion,  the  pouring  of 
water  by  the  hand  of  the  minister  on  the  head  of  the  subject 
in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost. 
So  universal  has  been  this  sacred  custom  that  it  is  equivalent 
to  an  unwritten  law. 

And  it  is  the  judgment  of  your  committee  that  General 
Synod  should  allow  no  infraction  of  this  unwritten  law.  In 
support  of  this  judgment  several  reasons  may  be  assigned: 

1.  The  New  Testament  supports  baptism  by  affusion, 
not  explicitly,  but  by  implication.  The  evidence  from  the 
practice  of  the  Apostolic  Church  is  no  stronger  for  immersion 
than  for  affusion. 

2.  In  most  cases  the  request  of  a  person  to  be  immersed 
comes  from  a  disposition  to  lay  undue  stress  on  the  quantity 
of  water  and  the  external  form  of  its  application.  Parallel  to 
this  would  be  the  sentiment  that  the  benefit    of  the  Lord's 

'  Supper  depends  on  the  quantity  of   bread    administered  to 
the  communicant. 

3.  The  infraction  of  our  unwritten  law  would  be  misun- 
derstood and  misinterpreted.  The  consciences  of  not  a  few 
of  our  members  would  be  disquieted;  and  the  peace  of  the 
church  would  unnecessarily  be  disturbed.  If  in  any  locality 
there  may  be  some  pressure  for  immersion  among  our  peo- 
ple, the  better  way  of  maintaining  the  Apostolic  practice  of 
affusion  is,  not  by  yielding  to  a  defective  conception  of  this 
sacrament,  but  by  diverting  attention  from  the  external  form 
to  the  internal  meaning,  from  the  visible  sign  to  the  invisible 
blessing. 

We  accordingly  recommend   that    General  Synod  answer 
these  overtures  by  saying,  that  ministers  are  required  to  ob- 
serve the  mode  of  baptism  which  has  for  centuries  prevailed 
in  all  historic  branches  of  the  Reformed  Church. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

ExMANUEL  V.  GERHART, 
JOHN  A.  PETERS, 
JOHN  M.  TITZEL, 
JOHN  B.  KIEFFER, 
JOHN  J.  NISSLEY, 

CoiiiDiittce. 
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Preparation  of  a  Digest  of  Synodic al  Decisions. 

Tlie  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  the  General  Synod, 
during  the  morning  session  on  Friday,  reported  in  item  i  5 
that  a  committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  a  Digest  of  the 
decisions  of  the  synods.  The  committee,  during  the  even- 
ing session  of  the  last  day  of  the  sessions,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing report,  which  was  received  and  adopted: 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Chnreh   in  the   United 
States. 

The  undersigned  members  of  the  Committee  on  the  Prepa- 
ration of  a  Digest  of  the  Decisions  of  the  several  synods  of 
tile  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  beg  leave,  in  the 
absence  of  the  chairman.  Rev.  Dr.  Geo.  Wm.  Welker,  to 
report: 

Under  the  instruction  of  our  chairman  the  members  of  the 
committee  worked  separately  each  one  on  certain  minutes 
assigned  him,  and  met  in  committee  to  compare  our  work 
and  arrange  for  its  successful  prosecution. 

The  committee  met  in  Lancaster,  Pa.,  and  in  conference 
with  Rev.  Dr.  Joseph  H.  Dubbs,  it  was  learned  that  it 
would  involve  great  labor  and  expense  to  complete  the  work 
as  originally  planned,  and  be  perhaps  impossible  to  do  so. 
Some  of  the  minutes  of  the  Eastern  Synod  are  in  the  Dutch 
language,  and  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  obtain  them.  Such 
Synods  as  the  Ohio  and  those  formed  in  recent  years,  can 
prepare  a  digest  of  their  own  minutes  with  less  trouble  and 
expense,  and  in  the  case  of  the  Potomac  Synod  such  labor 
has  been  performed  by  Rev.  Dr.  P2dmund  R.  Eschbach,  a 
member  of  this  committee.  In  the  judgment  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  committee  here  present,  in  view  of  the  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  the  prejiaration  of  such  a  digest  as  synod's 
action  calls  for,  it  will  be  better  to  direct  the  preparation  of  a 
digest  of  the  decisions  of  the  General  Synod,  and  if  it  proves 
to  be  of  material  advantage,  the  General  Synod  can  suggest 
to  the  District  Synods  to  prepare  similar  digests  of  .their  own 
proceedings.  We  therefore  report  progress  and  suggest  for 
adoption  the  following  action: 
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Rcsohcd,   That   the    committee    be    directed    to  prepare  a 
Digest  of  the  Decisions  of  the  General  Synod  on  questions  of 
doctrine,  morals,  customs,  and  constitutional    interpretation, 
and  that  the  said  committee  be  constituted  to  consist    of   five 
members. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ISAAC  H.  REITER, 
JOHN   P.    STEIN, 
ELLIS  N.    KREMER, 

Coniniitlce. 

The  committee  of  five  as  appointed  consists  of  Revs.  Isaac 
H.  Reiter,  D.  D.,  Jacob  Dahlman,  D.  D.,  Edward  D.  Wet- 
tach,  and  Elders  John  W.  Bickel,  Esq.  and  Christian  M. 
Boush,  Esq. 


Authority  and  Marnier  of  Directing  Benevolent  Funds. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  English  Classes, 
during  the  evening  session  on  the  eighth  day  of  the  sessions, 
reported  that  Gettysburg  Classis  in  item  lO,  and  Carlisle 
Classis  in  item  ii,  overtured  General  Synod  to  revise  or 
repeal  its  action  adopted  at  its  triennial  meetings  at  Cincin- 
nati in  1872,  touching  the  authority  of  consistories  and  con- 
gregations in  determining  the  direction  in  which  contribu- 
tions for  benevolence  should  go,  and  to  give  a  deliverance  on 
certain  points  designated,  especially  as  to  the  meaning  and 
scope  of  said  action. 

The  subject  matter  of  these  items  was  referred  to  a  special 
committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  Drs.  David  E.  Klopp,  Con- 
rad Clever,  and  Elder  William  H.  Schall  This  committee, 
during  the  afternoon  session  on  Thursday  the  eighth  day  of 
the  sessions,  presented  the  following  report,  which  was 
received  and  adopted: 

Your  committee  to  whom  items  10  and  i  i  of  the  report 
of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  English  Classes 
were  referred,  beg  leave  to  report:   that  the  time  is  too  sliort 
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to  ^ive  the  matter    such    attention    as  the  subject  requires  at 
this    synod,    and    therefore    the    committee    be  permitted  to 
report  at  the  next  triennial  meeting  of  General  Synod. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

DAVID  E.  KLOPP,    Chairman. 


Delivcraiicc  o)i  Disinission  and  Rcccptioi  of  Ministers. 

The  St.  John's  Classis  as  reported  in  item  9  b)  by  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  German  Classes,  request- 
ed the  General  Synod  to  give  a  deliverance  on  Article  52  of 
the  Constitution,  in  regard  to  the  right  of  a  classis  to  receive 
a  minister  before  he  has  been  dismissed,  or  to  declare  him 
received  as  soon  as  his  dismissal  is  in  the  hands  of  the  stated 
clerk.  The  subject  matter  of  this  request  was  referred  to  a 
special  committee,  consisting  of  Rev.  Dr.  Abner  R.  Kremer, 
Dr.  Jonathan  PI  Hiester  and  Polder  Freeland  G.  Hobson. 
This  committee,  during  the  afternoon  session  of  the  last  day 
of  the  sessions,  submitted  their  report,  which  was  received 
and  adopted: 

Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  overture  of  the 
St.  John's  Classis  to  the  General  Synod,  asking  for  a  deliver- 
ance on  a  question  touching  the  dismission  and  reception  of 
ministers,  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  report: 

According. to  articles  52  and  53  of  the  constitution,  a  min- 
ister has  no  right  to  leave  his  charge  until  the  pastoral  rela- 
tion has  been  dissolved;  nor  has  a  classis  the  right  to  receive 
a  minister  until  he  is  regularly  dismissed. 

And  further,  in  answer  to  the  request  of  said  classis,  a  min- 
ister can  not  be  received  by  any  officer,  or  officers  of  classis, 
but  only  by  the  classis  itself  regularly  convened. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

ABNKR  R.    KREMER,    Chairman. 


Time  of  Aiuionneiniji;  Sentenee  of  Exeommnnieation. 

The  Standing  Committee    on  Minutes  of  General    S}'n(^d, 
during  I'^'iday    morning    session,  reported    in  item    17  that  a 
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committee    was    appointed    at    the   last    triennial  meeting  of 
synod    in    response    to    an    overture  of   West    Susquehanna 
Classis,    to    report    to    this    synod  respecting  the  time  of  an- 
nouncing sentence  of  excommunication. 
(See  Minutes  1890,  page  150). 
The  following  report  was  received  and  adopted. 
Your  committe'e  to  whom  was  referred  the  request  of  West 
Susquehanna    Classis,    respectfully    reports    the   following  as 
the  proper  decison  to  be  given: 

When  an  appeal  has  been  taken  from  a  sentence  of  excom- 
munication, the  public  announcement  of  the  excommunica- 
tion shall  not  be  made  until  the  appeal  is  disposed  of,  but 
the  sentence  shall  continue  in  force  until  reversed  by  the 
higher  court.  (Constitution,  Article  32). 
Respectfully  submitted, 

ELLIS  N.  KREMER, 
JONATHAN  E.  HIESTER, 
WILLIAM  R.  BARNHART, 

Committee. 


Transfer  of  Reformed  CJnireJi   Property  at  Emporia,  Kansas. 

Wichita  Classis,  as  reported  by  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Minutes  of  English  Classes  in  item  12,  renewed  its  former 
overture  to  General  Synod  for  the  transfer  of  the  Emporia 
Church  property  to  the  Synod  of  the  Interior.  With  respect 
to  this  overture,  after  some  discussion,  the  following  action 
was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  subject  matter  of  this  overture  be  refer- 
red to  a  committee  of  five,  of  whom  two  shall  be  lawyers, 
with  power  to  act,  and  submit  a  report  to  General  Synod  at 
its  next  triennial  meeting. 

The  Committee  consists  of  Revs.  Dr.  Jacob  O.  Miller, 
Dennis  B.  Shuey,  Df.  Peter  C.  Prugh,  and  Elders  John  W. 
Bickel,  Esq.  and  Christian  M.  Boush,  Esq. 

On  motion,  the  following  additional  action  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  instructions  to  the  committee  to  whom 
was  committed  the  matter  of  the  Reformed  Church  property 
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at  Emporia,  Kansas,  be  prepared  by  the  officers  of  the  Gen- 
eral Synod  and  the  committee,  in  such  form  as  may  be  best 
suited  to  meet  the  legal  requirements  in  the  case. 


REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    RAILROAD    TRANSPORTATION. 

During  the  morning  session  on  Friday,  as  referred  to  in 
item  20  of  the  report  of  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of 
General  Synod,  the  Committee  on  Railroad  Transportation 
presented  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted: 

Since  our  last  report  to  the  General  Synod  at  Lebanon, 
Pa.,  three  years  ago,  the  duty  has  devolved  on  your  Com- 
mittee on  Railroad  Transportation  to  arrange  with  the  Trunk 
Line  and  Central  Traffic  Associations  for  reduced  rates  for 
delegates  and  others  to  the  special  meeting  of  General  Synod 
at  Philadelphia  in  June,  189 1,  as  well  as  to  the  present  meet- 
ing in  regular  triennial  session.  These  arrangements  were 
effected  on  the  basis  of  the  certificate  plan  whereby  a  reduc- 
tion of  one-third  was  secured  to  all  persons  attending  the 
sessions  of  General  Synod  who  complied  with  the  instructions 
given  by  your  committee  in  the  church  papers.  The  rail- 
road authorities  have  required  us  to  guarantee  the  presence 
of  not  less  than  one  hundred  persons  at  the  present  meeting 
who  came  on  account  of  the  sessions  of  General  Synod  in 
Reading,  and  to  make  a  deposit  of  twenty-three  dollars  as  a 
guarantee  fund  to  meet  the  expenses  of  a  special  agent  or 
representative  of  the  railroads,  who  will  be  present  on  the 
27th,  29th  and  30th  of  this  month,  (from  Saturday  to  Tues- 
day inclusive)  to  scrutinize  and  vise  the  certificates  of  those 
in  attendance  in  order  to  enable  them  to  secure  return 
passage  at  the  reduced  rates  agreed  upon. 

The  Trunk  Line  Association  suggests  to  your  committee 
that  a  register  be  kept  of  all  persons  attending  the  General 
Synod  who  may  have  used  any  "legitimate  kind"  of  railroad 
transportation,  whether  "by  full  fare  one  way  ticket,  excur- 
sion ticket,  mileage  book,  clerical  ticket  or  pass."  Such  a 
register,  with  names  signed  by  delegates  and  others  giving 
address  and  mode  of  railroad  travel,  the  Association  assures 
us  will  greatly  facilitate  the  work  of  their  agent  in  scrutiniz- 
ing the  tickets,  and  also  help  your  committee  to  meet  the 
terms  of  the  guarantee  exacted  by  the  Associations.      Tickets 
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will  be  good  until  three  days  after  the  adjournment  of  Gen- 
eral Synod. 

Certificates  must  be  scrutinized  and  vised  by  the  Agent  of 
the  Trunk  Line  Association  before  being  endorsed  by  the 
Stated  Clerk  of  General  Synod  in  order  to  make  them  valid. 
These  requirements  indicate  the  necessity  of  prompt  and 
systematic  action  on  the  part  of  General  Synod  and  those 
expecting  reduced  rates  in  order  to  meet  the  regulations  of 
the  Trunk  Line  and  Central  Traffic  Associations. 

Your  committee  offer  the  following  resolutions  to  meet  the 
exegencies  of  the  situation: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  General  Synod  appoint 
a  committee  of  three  forthwith  to  register  the  names  of  dele- 
gates and  others  attending  its  sessions  who  may  have  used 
any  of  the  legitimate  forms  of  railroad  transportation  specified 
above. 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  and  others  attending  General 
Synod's  sessions  are  earnestly  requested  to  register  their 
names,  addresses  and  mode  of  Railroad  Transportation,  and 
those  holding  certificates  are  directed  to  meet  the  Agent  of 
the  Railroad  Associations  (Mr.  G.  W.  Smith)  as  promptly  as 
possible  to  get  their  certificates  scrutinized  and  vised  by  said 
Agent  and  afterwards  endorsed  by  the  Stated  Clerk  of 
General  Synod.  Respectfully  submitted  in  behalf  of  the 
Railroad  Transportation  Committee  of  General  Synod. 

CYRUS  CORT,  Chairman. 

The  expenses  incurred  by  the  committee  during  the  past 
six  years  amounts  to  ;$24.oo,  for  which  an  order  on  the 
Treasurer  of  General  Synod  was  granted. 

On  motion,  Revs.  Cyrus  Cort,  p.  D.,  and  Isaac  H. 
Reiter,  D.  D.,  were  continued  as  a  Committee  on  Railroad 
Transportation. 

REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    RAILROAD    REGISTRATION. 

On  motion,  at  the  morning  session  on  Saturday,  Revs. 
Drs.  Cyrus  Cort,  Henry  Mosser  and  Benj.  Bausman  were 
appointed  a  Committee  on  Railroad  Registration.  This 
committee,  during  the  evening  se.ssion  on  Tuesday,  presented 
the  following  report,  which  was  adopted: 
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Your  committee  appointed  to  register  the  names  of  dele- 
gates and  others  attending  the  General  Synod  of  the 
Reformed  Church  at  Reading,  Fa.,  May  24,  &c.,  1893, 
report  that  they  have,  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  performed 
the  duty  assigned  them.  A  number  of  persons  failed  to 
report  to  your  committee  although  earnestly  requested  to  do 
so.  Nevertheless  we  secured  enough  names  to  have  more 
tlian  doubled  the  guarantee  required  of  our  Committee  on 
Railroad  Transportation  by  the  Trunk  Line  Association. 

The  number  of  certificates  issued  to  delegates  and  others 
by  the  different  railroads,  including  five  irregular  certificates, 
is  loi,  or  barely  enough  to  meet  the  terms  of  our  guarantee. 
But  in  addition  seventy  persons  traveled  to  General  Synod 
on  clerical  orders,  sixteen  by  excursion  rates,  fifty-seven  by 
full  fare,  fifteen  by  mileage,  and  eight  on  free  passes,  making 
in  all  267  persons  who  came  by  different  methods  of  railroad 
travel  to  General  Synod. 

In  the  region  of  the  Central  Traffic  Association  west  of 
Pittsburgh,  a  number  of  railroad  agents  gave  delegates  wrong 
forms  of  certificates  specifying  a  two-third  instead  of  a  three- 
fifth  rate  which  is  the  rule  now  obtaining  in  that  region. 
Mr.  G.  W.  Smith,  the  Agent  of  the  Trunk  Line  Associa- 
tion has  promised  to  report  these  irregularities  to  the  proper 
authorities,  and  assures  us  that  these  brethren  will  have  the 
difference  between  full  rates  and  promised  reduction  paid 
back  on  presentation  of  the  receipt  for  full  return  fare  signed 
by  the  Reading  Ticket  Agent. 

The  Railroad  Ticket  Agents  at  some  stations  were  out  of 
blank  certificates,  and  some  claimed  that  they  had  no  official 
notice  authorizing  them  to  issue  certificates  to  persons 
attending  General  Synod  at  Reading. 

Brethren  who  failed  to  secure  reduced  rates  for  such 
reasons  can  recover  the  amount  in  excess  by  obtaining 
receipts  from  the  Reading  Agent  for  the  amounts  paid,  and 
we  advise  them  to  do  so.  Your  committee  did  the  best  it 
could  to  help  brethren  secure  their  rights  and  privileges  as 
guaranteed  by  the  railroad  authorities,  and  are  sorr)-  that 
their  efforts  have  not  been  completely  successful. 
Respectfullv  submitted, 

CYRUS  CORT,  Chainnan. 
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ARTICLE  XIX. 

SYNODICAL  ARCHIVES. 

As  reported  in  item  7  of  the  report  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Overtures,  a  copy  of  the  book  entitled  Bible 
Characters,  and  of  the  book  entitled  Comparative  Study  of  the 
Religions  of  the  World,  were  presented  to  synod  by  Mr. 
Daniel  Miller,  Publisher.  These  books  were  thankfully 
received,  and  the  attention  of  the  church  directed  to  them. 


The  same  committee  also  reported  in  item  16  that  three 
copies  of  a  Booklet,  entitled  Scaled  Unto  Christ,  being 
designed  for  a  Confirmation  Manual,  were  presented  by  Rev. 
Ambrose  M.  Schmidt,  and  received  with  thanks. 


ARTICLE  XX. 

FINANCE. 

The  following  reports  and  items  of  a  financial  character 
claimed  the  attention  of  the  General  Synod  during  its  present 
sessions: 

I.   REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER  OF  GENERAL  SYNOD. 

Christian  G.  Gross,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  the  General  Synod  of 
the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

RECEIPTS.      DR. 

May  28,  i8go.     To  balance  in  treasury §1,468  74 

CONTINGENT   FUND. 

To  cash  from  Eastern   Synod $1,272   10 

"  "  Synod  of  Ohio   294  15 

"  "  Synod  of  the  Northwest 264  25 

"  "  Synod  of  Pittsburgh 216  05 

"  "  Synod  of  Potomac   486  20 

"  "  German  Synod  of  the  East 192  35 

"  "  Central    Synod 264  40 

"  ""  Synod  of   the  Interior 42  50       3,032  00 

Amount  carried  forward $4,500  74 
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Amount  brought  forward $4,500  74 

DIRECTORV   OF    WORSHIP   ACCOUNT. 

To   cash   from  Reformed    Publishing   Co.,    Dayton, 

Ohio,  (on   account) 34  00 

To  cash  from  Reformed  Publishing  House,  Philadel- 
phia, Pa.,  (on  account) 25   50 

To  cash  from  German  Publishing  House,  Cleveland, 

Ohio,  royalty  on  1,500  copies 150  00 

To  cash  from  Reformed  Publishing  House,  Philadel- 
phia, Pa.,    royalty  on  1 14  copies 11   40 

To  cash   from    Eastern    Synod    for   balance   due   on 

Bohemia  Church  Aid  Fund 

To  cash  from  German  Publishing  House,  Cleveland, 

Ohio,  for  royalties  on  Hymnals 


EXPENDITURES.      CR. 

Direct  expenses  in  connection  with  the  meeting  of  General  Synod   at 

Lebanon,  Pa.,  May,  1890,  viz: 

P)y  cash  to  Rev.  I.  H.  Reiter,  D.  D.,  salary  as  Stated 

Clerk    125  00 

By  cash  to  delegates   west   of  the    Mississippi  (Min. 

157)   147  00 

By  cash  to  First  Reformed  Church,  Lebanon,  Pa.,  for 

use  of  their  building 100  00 

By  cash  to  Reformed  Publishing  Co.,  Dayton,  O.,  for 
])rinting  English  minutes   .  

liy  cash  to  Rev.  L  H.  Reiter,  D.  D.,  for  postage 
stamps,  stationery,  etc.,  for  three  years 

By  cash  to  Rev.  L  H.  Reiter,  D.  D.,  traveling  ex- 
penses to  Lebanon,  Pa.,  and  for  stationery 

By  cash  to  printing  election  tickets 

V>y  cash  to  Rev.  J.  DaHlman,  D.  D.,  salary  as  assis- 
tant  clerk 1 25  00 

By  cash  to  Rev.  J.  Dahlman,  D.  D.,  traveling  ex- 
penses to  Lebanon,  Pa   

By  cash  to  Rev.  J.  Dahlman,  D.  D.,  paper  and  pos- 
tage    

By  cash  to  German  Publishing  House,  Cleveland,  O., 
for  printing  German  minutes  of  meeting  in  Leb- 
anon, Pa.,  and  special  meeting  in  Philadeljihia 

Amount   carried  forward 


636  50 

77 

50 

31 

00 

4 

^5 

25  00 

6  10 

540  58 

Si, 81 7  03 
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Amount  brought  forward 

By  cash  to  Committee  on  Digest  of  the  proceedings 
of  synods 

By  cash  to  Sunday-school  Board   

By  cash  to  Hymnal  Committee,  viz:  Meeting  at  Ocean 

Grove,  N.  J.,  June  30  to  July  5,  i8go     138  15 

By  cash  to  meeting  of   September  16,  1890  ...  85   13 
"                  "         at  Greenville,  Pa.,  and  at  Cleve- 
land, O.,  April  1-8,  1891 136  90 

By   cash   to  German    Publishing  House,   Cleveland, 

for  Hymnals  for  Classes,  etc.,  etc 1 12  43 

By  cash  to  Committee  on  Revision  of  Constitution,  viz: 

Meeting  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  Jan.  20,  1891 1183! 

Sub-committee  meeting  at  Lancaster,  Pa 3  55 

Meeting  in  Norristown,  Pa.,  Nov.  11,  1891      166  71 

"             Philadelphia,   Pa..  June  21,  189I    ....  131   72 

"             Lancaster,  Pa.,  Nov.  15-17,  1892  74  49 
"            sub-com.,  Lancaster,  Pa.,  Jan.  23-26, 

1893 42   18 

Meeting  sub-com.,  in  Sheboygan,  Wis.,  to  make 

German   translation .  23  65 

German    Publishing    House,    Cleveland,   O.,    for 

printing,   300  copies  Constitution   50  86 

Expenses  incurred  in  connection  with  the  movement 

for  the  union  of  the  two  Reformed  Churches,  viz: 

.    Traveling   expenses    of    two  delegates  to    New 

York  and  Asbury  Park 

By  cash  to  Commissioners  attending  meeting  at  Cats- 
kill,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  2,  1890 

By  cash  for  meeting  of  Commisioner  at  New  Bruns 
wick,  N.  J.,  June  2,  1891 

By  cash  for  special  meeting  General  Synod  in  Phil- 
adelphia, Pa.,  June  4-6,  1891 

By  cash  to  delegates  to  sister  churches 

By  cash  for  printing  church  forms  (Min.  157)    .  . 

By  cash  to  Theological  Seminary,  Berlin,  Pastor 
Hapke  (Min.  42),  412  35   mark   

By  cash  to  Geo.  Junkin,  Esq.,  Treas.,  apportionment 
of  expenses  of  the  Alliance  of  Reformed  Church- 
es hf)lding  the  Presbyterian  system  (Min.  157).  .  . 

Total  amount  of  expenses 

Balance  in  Treasurer's  hands.  May  24,  1893   


$1,817  93 

21   GO 

53  79 


472  61 


611  47 


12  75 

475  03 

104  44 

315  50 

907  72 

55  30 

105  27 

100  GO 

390  00 

$4,535  09 
$1,396  18 

$5.931  27 

CHRISTIAN  G.  GROSS,  Treasurer. 

879  N.  41st  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
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II.        REPORT    OF    STANDING    COMMITTEE    ON    FINANCE. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Finance,  during  the  evening 
session  of  the  last  day  of  the  sesssions,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing report,  which  was  received,  and,  together  with  that  of 
the  treasurer,  adopted: 

The  treasurer's  account  which  was  placed  in  the  com- 
mittee's hands,  was  carefully  examined  and  compared  with 
the  accompanying  vouchers.      It  was  found  to  be  correct. 

The  receipts  from  all  sources  were $5.93'  27 

The  expenditures  authorized  were  4.535  09 

Leaving  a  balance  at  settlement $1,396  18 

Amounts  to  be  provided  for  are  as  follows: 

For  Harbor  Missions,  three  years $3,000 

For  use  of  Alliance  Reformed  Churches 1,440 

For  one-half  traveling  expenses  western  delegate 304 

For  incidentals,  minutes,  boards,  &c 1.865 


$6,6oQ 
To  be  apportioned  at  about  same  rate  as  before. 

CONTINGENT.    MISSIONS  I  YR. 

Eastern  Synod $2,800  $15,000 

Ohio  Synod 600  3.300 

Northwest  Synod 600  3,200 

Pittsburgh    Synod 500  2,600 

Potcjmac  Synod 900  5.100 

Eastern  German   Synod 400  2,500 

Central   Synod 600  3,100 

Interior  Synod no  200 

$6,510*  $  35,000 

Amount  fur  Ft)reign  Missions,  three  years   105,000 

Respectfully  submitted,     ,%>>-.,>' 

GEO.  B.  RUSSELL. 


'■'Note.— The  Harbor  Mission  apipropriation  it  appears  is  included  in  the  amounts  of 
the  coutingcnt  column.  As  this  may  be  ])erplexing  and  inconvenient  to  some,  a  sep- 
arate apportionment  of  the  (,'oniingent  F\md  is  here  given,  and  the  subtracted  balance 
in  each  case  will  be  for  Harbor  Missions.  The  Contingent  Fund  in  proper  proportion 
is  about  as  follows:  Synods,:— Kmtern,  ll.uO.'.;  Ohio,  ftJ'Jo;  A'urtliwest,  %:f2.\  PiMxinjIi, 
**27o;  Potomac,  !|!480;  German  of  Eatsl,  8215;  Central,  |325;  Interior,  800.— Stated  Clerk. 
14 
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The  Treasurer  of  General  Synod  was  instructed  to  pay  the 
following  bills:  One-half  of  the  traveling  expenses  of  dele- 
gates to  synod  from  west  of  the  Mississippi  River,  viz: 
Ministers. — F.  C.  Bauman  $16.00,  J.  F.  Butler  ;^24.00,  A. 
S.  Dechant  $21.35,  J-  ^-  Love  $30.00,  J.  G.  Schmid 
$58.00,  F.  M.  Shults  $14.50,  H.  Treick  $19.20.  Elders. — 
J.  Easterly  $21.00,  J.  W.  Keefer  $24.50,  W.  A.  Kifer 
$28.50,  E.  T.  Mathes  $26.50  and  G.  K.  Miller  $21.00; 
being  a  total  of  $304. 55. 

Rev.  S.  R.  Bridenbaugh  $111.95  for  expenses  incurred  for 
Centennial  celebration  in  Academy  of  Music  in  Reading,  Pa. 

Committee  on  Correspondence  with  Reformed  Church  in 
Europe,  $9.79. 

Committee  on  Railroad  Transportation  and  Registration, 
$24.00. 

Daniel  Miller,  for  printing  tickets  for  use  of  synod,  &c., 
$3-50. 


ARTICLE  XXI. 
PUBLICATION. 

PUBLICATION    OF    THE    MINUTES    OF    SYNOD. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  General  Synod, 
during  the  morning  session  on  Friday,  reported  in  items  20 
and  26  that  the  publication  of  the  Minutes  of  the  General 
Synod  was  ordered,  both  of  the  regular  meeting  in  1890  and 
of  the  special  meeting  in  189 1.  In  answer  to  this  statement, 
the  following  report  was  received  and  adopted: 

The  undersigned  would  hereby  report,  that,  in  accordance 
with  instruction  of  the  General  Synod,  he  had  5,000  copies 
of  the  Minutes  of  the  triennial  meeting  of  1890,  and  also  of 
the  special  meeting  of  1891,  officially  published  in  the  usual 
form  in  English,  and  2,000  in  the  German  language  through 
the  Assistant  Clerk;  and  further  that  they  were  distributed 


211 
# 

among  the  several  District  Synods  according  to  the  ratio  of 
the  apportionment  made  respectively  for  contingent  expenses 
based  upon  the  membership  of  the  church. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

ISAAC  H.  REITER,  Stated  Clerk. 


On  motion,  the  following  action  was  adopted  : 
Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  be  instructed  to  have 
5,000  copies  of  the  Minutes  of  the  present  General  Synod, 
duly  authenticated,  published  in  the  English  language,  and 
2,000  copies  in  the  German,  and  distribute  them  among  the 
District  Synods  according  to  the  membership  of  the  church. 


PUBLICATION    OF    THE    DIRECTORY    OF    WORSHIP. 

During  the  afternoon  session  on  Friday,  the  Standing 
■Committee  on  Overtures,  in  item  13  of  its  report,  brought  to 
the  attention  of  the  General  Synod,  through  the  surviving 
members,  the  following: 

I .      Report  of  Pitblishing  Coniniittee  of  Directory  of  Worship. 

To  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States: 

Reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren: — The  undersigned 
surviving  members  of  the  Publishing  Committee  of  the 
Directory  of  Worship,  appointed  by  your  reverend  body, 
beg  leave  respectfully  to  report, 

First.  That  the  German  Publishing  House  of  the 
Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  at  Clevelaud,  Ohio, 
was  in  accordance  with  the  authority  given  us,  permitted  to 
use  the  stereotype  plates  of  said  Directory  for  publishing  an 
edition  thereof,  which  plates  have  been  duly  returned,  and 
are  now  in  po.sscssion  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  sub- 
ject to  your  order. 

Second.  That  several  propositions  for  making  a  new  set 
of  plates  suitable  in  size  to  be  bound  with  the  Hymnal  of 
the  church  with  music,  and  also  to  be  permitted  to  publish 
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certain  of  the  forms  of  said  Directory  in  connection  with  the 
Church  Hymnal  for  the  convenience  of  our  pastors,  were 
also  made  by  the  said  German  Publishing  House. 

Inasmuch  as  the  resolution  of  General  Synod  of  1 884  (see 
Minutes  thereof,  page  82)  does  specify  that  the  committee 
have  power  to  print  from  plates  then  owned  by  synod,  and 
as  the  work  is  copyrighted  by  the  synod,  we  felt  that  we 
had  no  authority^  either  to  secure  new  plates,  or  to  publish 
selections  from  the  Directory. 

We  therefore  request  your  reverend  body  to  take  such 
action  in  relation  to  the  said  or  kindred  propositions  that 
may  be  made  hereafter  as  in  your  wisdom  may  seem  proper. 

Third.  That  the  action  of  the  General  Synod  of  1881, 
upon  the  report  of  the  Peace  Commission  allowed  the  use  of 
the  liturgies  then  in  use  in  the  church  (see  pages  105-108) 
pending  the  construction  of  a  new  Order  of  Worship,  which 
permission  evidently  was  intended  to  continue  only  until  a 
new  Order  or  Directory  of  Worship  should  be  constitution- 
ally adopted,  the  said  liturgies  being  only  provisional  in 
their  character. 

The  General  Synod  of  1887,  having  received  the  returns 
from  the  various  classes  of  their  action  on  the  Directory  of 
Worship  submitted  to  them,  adopted  the  following  minute, 
(see  page  149  of  the  Minutes  of  Synod,   1887)  viz: 

"Whereas,  The  Directory  of  Worship  has  received  the 
affirmative  vote  of  the  number  of  classes  required  by  the 
constitution  for  adoption  of  an  ordinance  in  the  church, 
therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Directory  of  Worship  is  hereby 
declared  to  be  constitutionally  adopted  as  the  Directory  of 
Worship  in  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

In  view  of  this  action  as  well  as  of  the  solemn  agreement 
of  the  members  of  the  Liturgical  Commission,  who  framed 
the  Directory  of  Worship,  that  if  their  work  met  the 
approval  of  the  proper  authorities  of  the  church  the  use  of  all 
provisional  liturgies  should  cease.  Your  committee  respect- 
fully submit  to  your  reverend  body  whether  tne  renewed 
publication  of  the  former  Order  of  Worship  either  as  a  sepa- 
rate book,  or  bound  up  with  the  authorized  Hymnal  of  the 
church,    and   in   the   use   of  which   persons  are  admitted  to 
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membership  without  answering  in  the  affirmative  a  single 
question,  either  at  adult  baptism  or  confirmation  required-  by 
the  124th  Article,  part  4th  of  the  constitution  of  our  church, 
and  Article  128  of  the  same  part,  is  not  only  a  disregard  of 
the  constitution  itself,  but  also  of  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the 
Peace  Compact.  We  may  also  add  that  the  use  of  said  Order 
of  Worship  prevents  an  affirmative  answer  by  the  elders, 
delegates  to  classes,  to  the  second  question  in  Article  49, 
second  part  of  the  constitution,  "whether  the  introduction  of 
members  into  the  church  is  faithfully  attended  to  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  the  (German) 
Reformed  Church?" 

It  should  be  plain  to  every  unprejudiced  mind  that  the 
mere  profession  of  faith. in  the  Apostles'  Creed  and  "the 
renunciation  of  the  devil  with  all  his  ways  and  works,  &c., 
does  not  make  a  candidate  for  confirmation,  a  member  of  the 
Reformed  Church  more  than  of  any  other  church,  or  subject 
him  to  discipline  therein,  unless  he  answers  affirmatively  the 
four  questions  absolutely  required  by  the  constitution,  and 
that  persons  received  in  such  an  unconstitutional  way  have 
neither  personal  or  property  rights  in  the  congregation  in 
which  they  are  thus  received. 

It  was  to  avoid  the  dangers  and  the  confusion  that  would 
ensue  by  such  disregard  of  the  constitution  in  the  admission 
of  members  that  the  Liturgical  Committee  inserted  in  the 
rubrics  of  the  Directory  of  Worship  for  adult  baptism,  page 
III,  and  for  confirmation,  page  115,  that  the  questions 
respectively  provided  shall  be  asked  "together  with  such 
other  questions  as  the  Constitution  of  the  Church  may 
require." 

Fourth.  It  becomes  our  painful  duty  to  announce  to  your 
reverend  body  the  departure  from  this  life  of  another  member 
of  our  committee,  the  Hon.  Lewis  H.  Steiner,  M.  D.  His 
eminent  services  to  his  native  state,  as  well  as  to  the 
Reformed  Church  in  which  he  so  long  lived  and  labored,  are 
so  well  known  and  were  so  highly  appreciated  that  he  needs 
no  eulogy  at  our  hands. 

Elder  Christian  G.  Gross  succeeded  his  now  sainted  father 
as  a  member  of  the  Publishing  Committee  in  virtue  of  his 
being  also  his  successor  as  Treasurer  of  General  Synod. 
Elders  Craig  and  Steiner  ha\'ing  entered  into  their  rest,  and 
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the  chairman  surrendering  at  this  time  his  trust,  there  will 
remain  on  the  committee  Elders  C.  G.  Gross  and  Benjamin 
Kuhns,  thus  leaving  three  vacancies  to  be  filled  by  your 
reverend  body. 

Yours  in  Christian  love, 

RUDOLPH  F.  KELKER, 
BENJAMIN  KUHNS, 
CHRISTIAN  G.  GROSS, 
Surviving  members  of  Publishing  Committee. 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  May  i8,  1893. 


The  foregoing  report  together  '  with  a  request  fi-om  the 
German  Synod  of  the  East  for  the  publication  of  the  Direct- 
ory and  Hymnal  together,  was  referred  to  a  special  commit- 
tee, consisting  of  Revs.  Dr.  Samuel  G.  Wagner,  Dr.  John 
A.  Peters,  Dr.  Herman  J.  Ruetenik,  and  Elders  John  W. 
Bickel  and  John  B.  Kieffer.  This  committee,  during  the 
afternoon  session  of  the  eighth  day  of  the  sessions,  submit- 
ted their  report,  which  was  received,  and,  together  with  the 
report  of  the  Publishing  Committee,  adopted,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

Your  special  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report 
of  the  surviving  members  of  the  committee  authorized  to 
publish  the  Directory  of  Worship,  and  also  a  request  from 
the  German  Synod  of  the  East  for  the  publication  of  the 
Directory  and  the  Hymnal  together,  would  beg  leave  to 
offer  the  following: 

First.  We  learn  from  this  report  that  the  stereotype 
plates  of  said  Directory,  which  are  the  property  of  this  synod, 
have  been  returned  by  the  German  Publishing  House,  of 
Cleveland,  O.,  and  are  again  in  the  possession  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  subject  to  the  order  of  this  synod. 
It  seems  desirable  that  these  plates  should  be  disposed  of, 
and  your  committee  would  therefore  recommend  that  they, 
together  with  the  copyright  be  sold  to  the  highest  and  best 
bidder  and  buyer,  who  shall  represent  one  of  the  publishing 
houses    of   the    Reformed    Church  in  the  United  States,  and 
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that  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  be  appropriated  to  the    Society 
for  the  ReHef  of  Ministers  and  their  Widows. 

Second.  This  report  also  contains  an  overture  or  inquiry 
to  synod,  in  regard  to  the  continued  publication  and  use  of 
the  Order  of  Worship.  As  touching  it,  your  committee 
would  suggest  that  as  in  the  judgment  of  the  church  this 
question  was  settled,  for  the  present  at  least,  by  the  action 
of  the  General  Synod,  assembled  in  its  ninth  triennial  ses- 
sions, in  Akron,  Ohio,  in  the  year  1887.  It  would  therefore 
be  unwise,  in  this  era  of  peace  and  good  will,  and  at  this  time, 
the  beginning  of  a  new  century  of  the  American  history  of 
the  churches,  to  again  make  it  an  open  question  for  unprofi- 
table and  unedifying  discussion. 

Third.  This  report  bears  official  notice  of  the  death  of 
one  of  its  active  members,  the  Hon.  Lewis  H.  Steiner,  M. 
D.,  which  occurred  since  this  body  met  in  its  last  triennial 
sessions  in  Lebanon,  Pa.  Your  committee  would  bear  cheer- 
ful testimony  to  his  worth  and  activity  as  a  man  and  a  citizen 
in  his  relation  to  the  state,  as  an  earnest,  consistent  Christian, 
in  his  relation  to  the  church  of  his  choice,  and  as  an  efficient 
member  of  the  Publishing  Committee. 

We  would  further  voice  the  thanks  of  this  reverend  body 
to  the  entire  committee  for  the  faithful  service  rendered  by 
them  in  the  fulfillment  of  their  trust;  and  would  offer  it  as  a 
final  suggestion  that  after  the  plates  have  been  disposed  of 
by  the  surviving  members,  the  committee  be  discharged  by 
this  synod  as  having  fulfilled  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
originally  appointed. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SAMUEL  G.  WAGNER,  Chairman. 


As  reported  in  item  14  by  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Overtures,  Elder  Rudolph  V .  Kelker,  tendered  his  resigna- 
tion as  a  member  of  the  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Direct- 
ory of  Worship,  with  the  assurance  of  his  continued  interest 
in  all  that  concerned  the  welfare  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 
the  United  States. 
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On  motion,  it  was  « 

Resolved,  That  the  resignation  of  Elder  Rudolph  F.  Kel- 
ker  is  hereby  accepted,  and  the  sincere  thanks  of  the  Gen- 
eral Synod  is  tendered  to  him  for  his  faithful  and  efficient 
services  to  the  church,  as  a  member  and  chairman  of  the 
Publishing  Committee  of  the  Directory  of  Worship. 


ARTICLE  XXII. 
NOMINATIONS  AND  ELECTIONS. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Nominations,  during  the 
morning  session  on  Monday,  submitted  their  report,  through 
the  chairman.  Rev.  Ellis  N.  Kremer.  The  report  was 
received,  and  as  amended  adopted.  The  committee  was  in- 
structed to  have  250  copies  of  the  nominations  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  synod.  The  election  of  boards  and  of  dele- 
gates to  corresponding  bodies  was  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  Tuedsay  immediately  after  the  opening  of  the  after- 
noon session. 

At  the  appointed  time  the  election  was  held.  Revs.  John 
W.  Love,  Wilson  F.  More,  Edward  D.  Wettach  and  Elder 
Henry  W.  Shriver  were  appointed  tellers,  who  having  distrib- 
uted the  printed  tickets  among  the  members  of  synod, 
received  and  counted  the  ballots,  and  subsequently  reported 
the  result  to  the  synod.  For  result  of  the  election,  see 
Articles  XI,  XIII,  and  XIV. 


After  the  roll  of  the  General  Synod  had  been  completed, 
and  a  quorum  was  found  in  attendance,  the  several  officers  of 
the  synod,  except  those  holding  their  positions  permanently, 
were  duly  elected,  and  entered  upon  the  duties  of  their 
offices  respectively.  For  the  result  of  this  election,  see 
Article  III,  Election  of  Officers. 


217 

ARTICLE  XXIII. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

INTERESTS  OF  EDUCATIONAL  INSTITUTIONS  CONSIDERED. 

During  the  morning  session  on  the  second  day  of  the 
sessions,  on  motion,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
arrange  a  programme  for  the  consideration  of  the  interests  of 
the  educational  institutions  of  the  Reformed  Church  by  this 
synod. 

The  committee  called  for  consists  of  Revs.  Henry  T. 
Spangler,  John  W.  Love  and  Calvin  U.  Heilman.  This 
committee,  during  the  afternoon  session  of  the  same  day, 
presented  the  following  report,  which  was  received  and 
adopted. 

Your  committee  appointed  to  arrange  a  programme  for 
the  consideration  of  the  interests  of  the  educational  institu- 
tions of  the  church  submits  the  following: 

1.  That  this  subject  be  made  the  first  order  of  business 
after  the  opening  of  the  session  on  Saturday  morning. 

2.  That  the  institutions  at  Lancaster,  Tiffin,  Collegeville, 
Franklin,  (Wis.),  Newton,  N.  C.  Wichita,  Kan.,  and 
Cleveland,  Ohio.,  be  given  fifteen  minutes  each  for  the  pres- 
entation of  their  interests,  and  that  all  others  be  allowed  ten 
minutes. 

3.  That  the  persons  who  are  to  speak  in  behalf  of  the  sev- 
eral institutions  be  selected  by  such  members  or  friends  of 
the  institutions  as  may  be  present  at  this  synod. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  T.   SPANGLER,    Chairman. 

At  the  time  designated  in  the  report,  the  interests  and 
claims  of  the  educational  institutions  of  the  Reformed  Church 
were  presented  in  an  intelligent  and  earnest  manner,  tending 
to  give  new  inspiration  to  those  engaged  in  the  work  of 
intellectual  and  moral  training,  and  to  awaken  renewed  inter- 
est in  the  cause  of  Christian  education.  At  the  close  of  this 
interesting  discussion,  on  motion,  the  following  action  was 
adopted: 
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Whereas,  the  synod  has  enjoyed  an  educational  sympo- 
sium, at  which  the  interests  of  the  following  institutions  of 
the  church  have  been  eloquently  presented,  namely:  Frank- 
lin and  Marshall  College  and  the  Theological  Seminary  at 
Lancaster;  Heidelberg  University  and  Theological  Seminary 
at  Tiffin,  Ohio;  Ursinus  College  and  School  of  Theology  at 
Collegeville;  the  Mission  House,  with  its  College  and  Sem- 
inary, at  FrankUn,  Wis;  Catawaba  College  at  Newton,  N.  C; 
Calvin  College  at  tleveland,  Ohio;  Wichita  University,  Kan- 
sas; Mercersburg  College,  Pa.;  the  College  of  Northern  Ill- 
inois; the  Womens'  College,  at  Frederick  City,  Md. ;  and 
the  Allentown  College  for  Young  Women,  Pa.;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Synod  has  heard  with 
deep  satisfaction  of  the  vigorous  activity,  wide-spread  influ- 
ence, and  uniform  success  of  the  educational  institutions  of 
the  church. 

Resolved,  That  the  diffusion  of  educational  effort  through- 
out the  length  and  breadth  of  the  entire  Reformed  Church 
gives  promise  of  the  speedy  development  and  extension  of 
the  church  in  all  sections  of  the  country,  and  is  hereby  com- 
mended by  the  General  Synod. 

Resolved,  That  the  attention  of  our  membership  be  direct- 
ed to  the  institutions  of  the  Church;  that  the  wealthier  mem- 
bers be  challenged  to  devote  a  liberal  share  of  their  posses- 
sions to  the  endowment  of  these  institutions  of  learning;  and 
that  all  the  families,  of  the  church  be  requested  to  send  their 
sons  and  dausfhters  to  our  own  institutions. 


ACTION    RESPECTING    CALVIN    COLLEGE. 

The  Erie  Classis,  as  reported  by  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Overtures  in  item  8,  requested  the  General  Synod  to 
appoint  a  committee,  which  shall  have  supervision  of  the 
students  preparing  for  the  ministry  at  Calvin  College. 

Thereupon  the  following  action  was  proposed  and  adopted: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  General  Synod  heartily  approves 
the  work  of  Calvin  College,  and  commends  the  institution  to 
the  ministry  and  membership  of  the  Reformed  Church. 

2.  Whereas,  The  request  of  Erie  Classis,  viz:  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  by  the  General  Synod  to    have 
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supervision  of  the  students  for  the  ministry  in  Calvin  Collet^e, 
needs  to  be  considered  carefully  in  the  light  of  the  provisions 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  Church ;  therefore, 

Rcsohcd,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  whom 
this  request  be  referred,  and  who  shall  report  at  the  next 
regular  meeting  of  the  General  Synod,  whether  or  not  the 
granting  of  this  request  would  conflict  with  the  provisions  of 
the  Constitution. 

The  committee  consists  of  Revs.  Dr.  John  M.  Titzel,  Dr. 
Jacob  Dahlman,  Dr.  Geo.  B.  Russell,  and  Elders  John  W. 
Bickel  and  Freeland  G.  Hobson. 


ACTION'    IX    REG.\RD    TO    BOOKS    PRESENTED. 

The    Standing    Committee    on     Overtures,    during    Friday 
morning  session,    reported    in    item   7    that  a  copy  of  Bible 
Cliaraclcrs  by  Rev.  Dr.   B.  Bausman,  and  a  copy  of  Compar- 
ative Study  of  the  Religions  of  the  World,  by  Rev.  Dr.  G.   \V. 
Williard,  were  presented  to  the  synod  by  Mr.  Daniel  Miller. 

The  same  committee  also  reported  in  item  16  that  three 
copies  of  a  Confirmation  Manual,  bearing  the  title  Sealed 
Unto  Christ,  was  presented  to  synod  by  Rev.  Ambrose  M. 
Schmidt. 

The  subject  matter  of  these  items  was  referred  to  a  special 
committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  Dr.  Abraham  B.  Koplin,  Dr. 
Henry  A.  Keyser,  Nathaniel  H.  Loose,  and  Elders  \Vm.  A. 
Heitshu  and  George  W.  Mowen.  This  committee,  during 
the  afternoon  session  of  the  last  day  of  the  sessions,  presented 
the  following  report,  which  was  adopted: 

Your  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  books  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Daniel  Miller,  Publisher,  entitled  respectively 
Bible  Characters,  by  Rev.  B.  liausman,  D.  D.,  and  Dominant 
Religions  of  the  World,  by  Rev.  Geo.  W.  Williard.  D.  D. , 
together  with  the  booklet  entitled  Scaled  Unto  Clirist,  by 
Rev.  Ambrose  M.  Schmidt,  beg  leave  to  respectfully  offer 
the  following: 


220 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  synod  be  tendered  to  the 
donors,  and  that  the  attention  of  the  church  be  called  to 
these  books, .  as  valuable  additions  to  our  denominational 
literature.  Respectfully  submitted, 

ABRAHAM  B.  KOPLIN,  Chairman. 


THE    HISTORIC    CHAIR    OF    REV.    SCHLATTER. 

On  Thursday  morning  (May  25),  after  the  opening  services 
of  synod,  Rev.  Dr.  B.  Bausman,  the  pastor  loci,  in  befitting 
words  bade  the  General  Synod  a  hearty  welcome.  He  then 
happily  directed  the  attention  of  synod  to  an  interesting  relic 
in  the  form  of  "the  historic  chair"  of  Rev.  Michael  Schlat- 
ter, bearing  prominently  upon  it  the  date  of  "1740,"  and 
now  owned  by  Elder  Rudolph  F.  Kelker,  who  kindly  loaned 
it  to  synod  for  the  present  sessions.  After  the  president 
had  appropriately  responded,  the  synod  expressed  its  appre- 
ciative acceptance  by  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  synod  is  hereby  extended  to 
Elder  Rudolph  F.  Kelker  for  this  act  of  kindly  interest  in 
this  respect,  awakening  interesting  reminiscences  of  the  early 
history  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  and 
that  the  President  of  General  Synod  is  respectfully  requested 
to  occupy  this  chair  during  the  present  sessions  of  synod. 


GREETING    AND    WELCOME    TO    REV.     DR.     DUENGER. 

During  the  afternoon  session  on  Monday,  Rev.  Rudolph 
Duenger,  D.  D.,  on  being  appropriately  introduced  to  synod, 
made  some  interesting  and  impressive  remarks,  with  a  special 
reference  to  the  earlier  history  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 
the  United  States,  and  his  pioneer  labors  in  the  ministry. 
Thereupon  the  following  action  was  adopted  by  synod: 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  the  Head  of  the  Church  in  his 
kind  Providence  to  preserve  the  health  and  life  of  the  Rev. 
Rudolph  Duenger,    D.    D.,    now  the  oldest  minister  of  our 
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branch  of  the  Reformed  Church,  who  has  for  fifty-seven  years 
been  engaged  in  the  active  work  of  the  holy  ministry; 
therefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  General  Synod  gives  thanks  to  God  for 
the  faithful  services  of  Rev.  Dr.  Duenger  during  more  than 
a  half  century,  and  for  the  mental  vigor  and  physical  health 
still  vouchsafed  to  him  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years. 

Resolved,  That  this  synod  extends  a  most  cordial  welcome 
to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Duenger,  and  expresses  the  hope  that  God 
rnay  favor  his  declining  years  with  manifold  temporal  and 
spiritual  blessings. 


PLACE    AND    TIME    OF    NEXT    MEETING    OF    SYNOD. 

During  the  afternoon  session  on  Tuesday,  on  motion, 
it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  synod  now  proceed  to  select  the  place 
and  fix  the  time  for  its  next  triennial  meeting. 

A  cordial  invitation  was  received  from  the  four  Reformed 
congregations  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  to  hold  its  next  triennial 
meeting  in  the  Trinity  Reformed  Church  of  that  city.  This 
invitation,  on  motion,  lead  to  the  adoption  of  the  following 
action : 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Synod  hereby  gratefully  accepts 
the  proffered  invitation,  and  decides  to  hold  its  next  triennial 
meeting  in  Trinity  Reformed  Church,  at  Dayton,  Ohio;  and 
designates  the  time  to  be  Wednesday,  May  27,  A.  D.,  1896, 
at  half  past  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

Duringthe  morning  session  on  Saturday,  on  motion.  Rev.  Dr. 
Wm.  Rupp  and  Elder  John  \V.  Rickelwere  appointeda  commit- 
tee through  whom  all  applications  for  leave  of  absence  shall  be 
made.  This  committee,  in  connection  with  tlic  final  calling 
of  the  roll,  and  shortly  before  the  final  adjournment  of  Synod, 
presented  the  following  report,  which  was  accepted: 

The  following  members  of  this  synod  were  excused  by 
your  committee:  * 
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NAMES. 

Elder  J.  Nissley, 
Elder  Cornelius  Kocher, 
Elder  John  Vitz, 
Elder  B.  W.  Bixler, 
Elder  Geo.  W.  Mowen, 
Elder  J.  Z.  Gerhard, 
Rev.  Joseph  Sechler, 
Elder  Henry  Berge,  ^ 
Elder  J.  M.  Hay, 
Elder  P.  H.  Bridenbaugh, 
Elder  C.  Poschman, 
Rev.  W.  E.  Ludwick, 
Rev.  W.  Walenta, 
Elder  J.  M.  Conroy, 
Elder  Solomon  Weidner, 
Elder  Lewis  A.  Kemp, 
Elder  Paul  Sommerlatte, 
Elder  A.  H.  Keeeyl, 
Elder  John  P.  Reed, 
Elder  M.  F.  Koenig, 
Dr.  Wm.  M.  Deatrick, 
Rev.  J.  Von  Grueningen, 
Elder  J.  B.  Kieffer,  ^ 
Elder  John  Marquart, 
Elder  Isaiah  Cantieny, 
Rev.  S.  B.  Mase, 
Rev.  J.  L.  Murphy, 
Elder  Leo  A.  Stem, 
Rev.  J.  W.  Pontius, 
Elder  J.  W.  Kaltenbach, 
Elder  J.  W.  Keefer, 
Elder  Jonas  H.  Frick, 
Rev.  J.  C.  Huecker, 
Elder  W.  A.  Heitshu, 
Elder  J.  C.  Schmid, 
Elder  C.  Uthbrock, 
Dr.  P.  C.  Prugh, 
Dr.  T.  G.  Apple, 
Rev.  J.  G.  Dengler, 
Elder  J.  Longendorfer, 
Elder  Geo.  Neher, 
Rev.  John  Heckman, 
Elder  Josiah  Rohrlmch, 
Rev.  Dr.  W.  A.  Hale, 
Rev.  J.  C.  Leonard, 


CLASSES. 

Lancaster, 

East  Pennsylvania, 

Virginia, 

Tuscarawas, 

Maryland, 

Lancaster, 

Illinois, 

New  York, 

Somerset, 

Juniata, 

Somerset, 

Miami, 

New  York, 

Allegheny, 

Gettysburg, 

Miami, 

New  York, 

Goshenhoppen, 

Juniata, 

Wyoming, 

Mercersburg, 

Indiana, 

Lancaster, 

Heidelberg, 

Heidelberg, 

Tuscarawas, 

North  Carolina, 

East  Pennsylvania, 

Juniata, 

Allegheny, 

Kansas, 

Iowa, 

Milwaukee, 

Lancaster, 

Indiana, 

Cincinnati, 

Allegheny, 

Lancaster, 

Tohickon, 

German  Philadelphia, 

St.  John's 

Cincinnati, 

Eastern  Ohio, 

Miami, 

North  Carolina, 


Saturday,  9  A.  M. 
Monday  A.  M. 
Saturday,  3  P.  M. 
Monday,  9  A.  M. 
Monday  P.  M. 
Tuesday,  12  M. 
Tuesday  A.  M. 
Monday,  3  P.  M. 
Tuesday  A.  M. 
Tuesday,  12  M. 
Tuesday,  4.  P.  M. 
Tuesday  A.  M. 
Tuesday,  A.  M. 
Tuesday,  2  P.  M. 
Wednesday  A.  M 
Tuesday,  2  P.  M. 
Tuesday  A.  M. 
Wednesday,  A.  M, 
Wednesday  A.  M. 
Wednesday,  A.  M. 
Wednesday  P.  M. 
Wednesday  A.  M. 
Monday  12  M. 
Monday,  12  M. 
Tuesday  A.  M. 
Tudesday  3  P.  M. 
Wednesday,  6  P.  M. 
Wednesday  A.  M. 
Wednesday,  12  M. 
Wednesday,  11  A.  M. 
Wednesday,  12  M. 
Wednesday,  12  M. 
Wednesday,  5  P.  M. 
Wednesday,  2  P.  M. 
Wednesday,  2  P.  M. 
Wednesday,  5  P.  M. 
Wednesday,  2  P.  M. 
Wednesday,  3  P.  M. 
Thursday,  12  M. 
Thursday,  7  A.  M. 
Thursday,  12  M. 
Thursday,  9  A.  M. 
Thursday,  4.20  P.  M. 
Thursday,  3  P.  M. 
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NAMES. 

Rev.  H.    Nau, 
Elder  H.  Marcus, 
Elder  E.  T.  Mathes, 
Rev.  H.  O.  Joerris, 
Dr.  J.  S.  Stahr. 
Rev.  P.  H.  Dippel, 
Dr.  C.  R.  Dieffenbache 
Elder  Wm.  H.  Schall. 
Rev.  W.  F.  More, 
Rev.  D.  \V.  Ebbert, 
Dr.  J.  H.  Ruetenik, 
Rev.  M.  Vitz, 
Rev.  A.  S.  Dechant, 
Rev.  H.  W.  Vitz, 
Elder  J.  Engler, 


CL.\SSKS. 

Erie, 

Indiana, 

Wichita, 

Milwaukee, 

Lancaster, 

Philadelphia, 
r,  Westmoreland, 

Philadelphia, 

East  Pennsylvania, 

Wyoming, 

Erie, 

Heidelberg, 

Kansas, 

Zion's,  Synod  N.  W. 

Zion's,  Synod  N.  W. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  RUPP, 
JOHN  W.  BICKEL, 

Couiuiitiee 


TIME. 
Thursday,  g  A.  M. 
Tlmrsday,  ii  A.  M. 
Thursday,  ii  A.  M. 
Thursday,  ii  A.  M. 
Thursday,  2  P.  M. 
Thursday,  4  P.  M. 
Thursday,  8  P.  M. 
Thursday,  8  P.  M. 
Thursday,  5  P.  M. 
Thursday,  5  P.  M. 
Thursday,  8  P.  M. 
Thursday,  8  P.  M. 
Thursday,  8  P.  M. 
Thursday,  8  P.  M. 
Thursday.  8  P.  M. 


REPORT  FURNISHEr3  15V  THE  REPORTERS. 

On  motion,  during  the  afternoon  session  on  Saturday, 
Revs.  J.  David  Miller,  Thomas  F.  Hoffmeier  and  Dennis  B. 
Shuey  were  appointed  to  report  the  proceedings  of  synod  for 
tiic  Reading  city,  and  other  papers.  At  the  evening  session 
of  the  last  day  of  the  sessions,  they  presented  the  following 
report  which  was  adopted: 

The  committee  appointed  to  report  the  proceedings  of 
General  Synod  for  the  Daily  Press  would  respectfully  report, 
that  we  furnished  reports  of  the  proceedings,  which  were 
published  in  the  following  daily  papers: 

Tlie  Eagle,  World,  Telegram,  Herald,  and  Times  of  Read- 
ing; the  Public  Ledger  and  Inquirer  of  Philadelphia;  the  New 
Era  of  Lancaster;  and  the  Altoona  Tribune.  The  proceed- 
ings were  also  furnished  to  the  Reformed  Church  Record,  the 
Reformed  Church  Messenger,  and  the  Christian  World. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

dp:nnis  b.  shup:v, 
j.  david  millkr. 

.    Comnnttee. 
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The  committee  appointed  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  RepubHc  on  Decoration  Day,  presented 
the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted: 

We  beg  leave  to  report  to  synod  that,  in  the  fulfillment  of 
the  duty  assigned  us,  we  were  kindly  welcomed  by  the 
Grand  Army  on  Decoration  Day;  and  that  the  Order  return- 
ed its  thanks  to  this  General  Synod  for  sending  delegates  to 
represent  this  body  on  that  occasion. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  H.  SCHOEPFLE, 

D.  B.  SHUEY, 

Committee. 


During  Friday  afternoon  session,  the  Neversink  Electric 
Railroad  Company,  through  Rev.  Dr.  James  I.  Good,  ex- 
tended an  invitation  to  the  members  of  synod  and  their 
wives  to  partake  of  an  excursion  trip  over  their  road,  behold- 
ing the  grandeur  of  the  undulating  landscape,  and  enjoying 
the  variegated  beauty  of  the  natural  scenery. 

On  motion,  the  invitation  was  thankfully  accepted,  and 
Dr.  Good  was  appointed  a  committee  to  distribute  the  tickets. 


On  motion,  during  the  morning  session  on  Friday,  the 
following  named  boys  were  appointed  to  act  as  pages  during 
the  sessions  of  synod,  viz:  Harry  Eiche,  Daniel  E.  Christ- 
man,  A.  Frederick  Albright,  Daniel  Wiegner  and  C.  Her- 
bert Hoffman. 


ARTICLE  XXIV. 
RESUMPTION  AND  CLOSE. 

VOTE    OF    THANKS. 

On  motion  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted: 
Resolved,  That  this  General  Synod  hereby  tenders  its  most 
hearty  thanks  to  the  members  of  the  Reformed  Church  and 
other  citizens  of  Reading  for  their  kind  and  generous  enter- 
tainment of  tk\Q  members  of  the  synod;  and  it  would  espe- 
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cially  express  its  appreciation  of  the  efforts  of  Rev.  H. 
Bailsman,  D.  D.,  pastor,  the  Entertainment  Committee  and 
the  Pages  for  their  unceasing  efforts  to  minister  to  the  com- 
fort and  convenience  of  the  members  of  this  synod. 

Resolved,  That  the  especial  thanks  and  grateful  appreciatit)n 
of  the  members  of  this  synod  be  tendered  to  the  ladies  of  St. 
Paul's  Reformed  Church  for  the  excellent  banquet  so  gener- 
ously tendered  and  so  successfully  conducted. 

Resolved,  That  we  hereby  express  our  grateful  appreciation 
of  the  kindly  efforts  and  thoughtful  kindness  of  Mr.  George 
Wink  and  Mrs.  George  F.  Baer  for  the  decorations  and  the 
flowers  which  beautified  the  Academy  of  Music  in  which  the 
Centennial  Celebration  was  held. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  synod  be  tendered  to  the 
Neversink. Electric  Railway  for  their  kind  courtesies  tendered 
to  the  members  of  this  synod. 

Resolved,  That  the  cordial  thanks  of  this  General  Synod  be 
tendered  to  the  several  railroad  companies  which  granted 
reduced  rates  of  transportation  to  the  delegates  and  otliers 
attending  this  synodical  meeting. 

Resolved,  That  the  stated  clerk  be  instructed  to  send  copies 
of  these  resolutions  relating  to  the  Electric  Railway  and  to 
the  Railroad  Companies  respectively,  to  the  several  officers 
of  said  companies. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  General  Synod  are  due, 
and  are  hereby  extended  to  the  Daily  Press,  which  published 
the  proceedings  of  the  synod  from  *day  to  day.  and  especially 
to  the  representatives  of  these  papers  on  the  floor  of  s)'nod, 
for  their  patient  labors  in  spreading  information  of  the  woik 
of  the  Reformed  Church. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  synod  are  extended  to  the 
Pages,  for  the  prompt  and  efficient  services  rendered  to  the 
synod  during  its  present  sessions. 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  furnished  to  the  city 
papers  for  publication. 


The  roll   of  the  General  Synod  was  called  and  there  were 
none  found  absent  without  permission  or  excuse. 

The  minutes  of  the  three  sessions  of  the  last  da}-  of  the 
sessions  were  read  and  approved,  and  then  the  minutes  w(  re 
adopted  as  a  whole  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 
15 
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ARTICLE  XXV. 
ADJOURNMENT. 

On  motion,  the  following  action  was  adopted: 

Rcsolvcii,  That  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church 
in  the  United  States  now  adjourns  to  meet  again  in  triennial 
sessions  in  the  Trinity  Reformed  Church  at  Dayton,  Mont- 
gomery County,  Ohio,  on  Wednesday,  May  27,  A.  D.  1896, 
at  half-past  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

The  General  Synod  adjourned  on  Thursday,  June  i,  A.  D. 
1893,  at  half-past  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  closed  its 
sessions  with  the  special  centennial  hymn,  uniting  in  the 
Apostles'  Creed  and  the  Lord's  Prayer,  doxology,  and  bene- 
diction by  Rev.  John  H.  Sechler,  D.  D.,  vice-president. 
THOMAS    G.  APPLE,  President. 

ISAAC  H.  REITER,  Stated  Clerk. 

Official  copy  from  the  original  minutes. 

ISAAC  H.  REITER,  Stated  Clerk. 
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Edward  M.  Bi'ck  .   . 
Nathan   W.  Bloom  .  . 
Lewis  C.  Edmonds 
Seba.stian  C.  (ioss,  D.  I 
Isaiah  S.  Hahn  .  .   . 

Eniil   P.  Herbruck  . 
Jacob  P.  Stahl     .   . 
Jacob  Ihle 
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Vacant 
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Clement   L.   .Uspach 
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COMPARATIVE  SUMMARY 

Of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  exhibiting  the  results  secured 

for  the  year  designated  at  the  head  of  each   column,  and  also  for  the  three 

years,  ending  in  each  instance  with  the  date  given: 

1881.  1884.  1887.  1890.  1893. 

Synods 6  7  7  8  8 

Classes 48  53  54  56  55 

Ministers 752  783  802  835  885 

Cono-regations 1,403  1,465  1,481  1,554  1,583 

Members ! 161,002  169,530  183,980  200,498  212,830 

Members  unconfirmed 96,147  103,112  108,724  112,486  121.0.57 

Baptisms— infants,  given  year..  13,213  12,665  14,199  14,605  14,526 

"          infants  in  three  years.  40.3S8  38,787  42,299  42,808  42,658 

"          adults,  given  year...  1,096  1,017  1,741  1,595  1,564 

"          adults  in  three  years..  3,362  3,088  4,254  4,569  4,753 

Confirmed,  given  year 9,113  9,233  10,733  10,759  10,758 

"          in  three  years.. 28,240  27,223  30,558  31,483  32,392 

Certificate,  given  year 4,113  5,043  5,582  6,561  '    7,431 

"          in  three  years 12,263  14,046  16,472  18,558  21,045 

Communed,  given  year 132,709  136,897  146,436  15.5,118  169,314 

Dismissed,  gfven  year 2,249  2,122  2,551  3,061  3,292 

"          in  three  years 5,791  5,819  7,250  8,700  9,872 

Excommunicated,  given  year. . .  123  68  38  55  26 

"               in  three  years.  567  227  168  139  122 

Erased,  given  year 1,593  1,699  2,381  3,117  3,975 

"        in  three  years 3,869  5,351  6,301  8,640  10,753 

Deaths,  given  year 4,591  4,787  4,638  .5,107  6,130 

"        in  three  years 14,482  15,292  14,207  ir^^bO  16,645 

Sunday-schools,  given  year 1,346  1,378  1,422  1,513  1,563 

Officers  and  Teachers,  given  year  3,967  13,319 

Sunday-school  scholars,  given  yr  103,511  114,720  122,695  138,616  149,023 

Stud'ts  for  ministry,   given  year  141  145  186  285  285 

Benevolentcontrib.,  given  year..  $73,400  $101,148  $141,122  $161,078  $236,321 

"            "        in  three  years  194,869  327,888  383,493  479.635  $649,893 

Cong,  purposes,   given  year....  639,189  779,.572  804,321  874,0.53  1,060,229 

in  three  years..  1,738,213  3,193,018  2,298,228    2,580,945  3,023,174 

Note. — As  the  statistical  reports  of  the  several  classes  in  the  cifrrent  triennial  year 
can  not  be  obtained  in  time  for  the  use  of  the  General  Synod,  the  statistical  tables  of 
the  several  District  Synods  of  the  jn-enious  year,  as  officially  ordered,  are  made  the 
basis  for  the  statistics  of  the  Minutes  of  General  Synod.  They  are  therefore  about 
one  year  old  when  published  in  the  Minutes  of  General  Synod,  and  somewhat  incorrect 
at  the  time  of  the  given  date. 

Tet,  bearing  these  facts  in  mind,  the  above  comparative  statistics  will  be  found  to 
be  of  an  interesting  and  instructive  character,  showing  that  the  Reformed  Church  in 
the  United  States  is  making  steady  and  substantial  progress,  and  under  the  Divine 
blessing  accomplishing  commendable  results.  The  growth  or  increase  during  the 
past  three  years  (1889-1893),  as  compared  with  the  triennial  summary  of  1890  (1889), 
is  as  follows: — 50  ministers,  29  congregations,  12,332  members,  8, .571  members  uncon- 
firmed, 184  adult  baptisms,  909  confirmations,  2,407  by  certificate,  14,196  communed, 
1,172  dismissed,  2,113,  erased,  1,395  deaths,  .50  Sunday-schools,  11,407  Sunday-school 
scholars,  $170,267  for  benevolent  purposes  and  $441,229  for  congregational  purposes. 

The  total  number  of  ministers  given  is  885,  but,  as  during  May  1893  over  40  young 
men  graduated  from  our  theological  seminaries,  and  the  most  of  them  have  been 
licensed  and  many  of  them  ordained,  the  total  number  would  now  (Sept.  1,  1893), 
perhai)s  be  915,  even  after  deducting  those  who  died  during  the  last  year.  The  names 
of  some  do  not  appear  on  the  roll  of  the  statistical  tables,  as  they  could  not  be  ob- 
tained in  time  to  be  inserted. — Stated  Clerk. 
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INDEX  TO  THE  SCHEDULES. 


Containing  the  Statistical  Reports,  together  with  the  names  of  the  Synods, 
Classes,  Ministers  and  Licentiates,  showing  to  what  classes  the  ministers  and 
licentiates  belong,  and  the  number  of  the  page  where  they  may  be  found: 

I.      THE     SYNODS. 

Eastern  Synod  organized  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  September  29,  1747 227 

Synod  of  Ohio  organized  at  New  Philadelphia,  Ohio,  June  14,  1824 235 

Synod  of  the  Northwest  organized  at  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  May  2'J,  1867 239 

Synod  of  Pittsburgh  organized  at  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  February  12,  1870 244 

Synod  of  the  Potomac  organized  at  Frederick  City,  Md.,  April  18, 187:! 247 

German  Synod  of  the  East  organized  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  January  12,  1875 252 

Central  Synod  organized  at  Gallon,  Ohio,  Novembers,  1881 254 

Synod  of  the  Interior  was  organized  at  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  September  29,  1887 256 


Allegheny      21() 

Carlisle 2.')0 

Chicago 214 

Cincinnati     25G 

Clarion        245 

Eastern    Ohio 2;?8 

East  Penn.sylvania  .   .   .  227 
East  Susquehanna  .   .   .  2:% 

Erie '2i>4 

Gettysburgh 2.50 

Goshen hoppen    ....  232 
Heidelberg    .....  254 

Illinois 256 

Indiana 241 

Iowa 2.57 

Juniata 2.">1 

Kansas 2.'i7 

Lancaster  (E.  Syn.)  .  .  228 
Lancaster  (0.  Syn.)  .  .  236 


II.      THE     CLASSES. 

Lebanon 228 

Lehigh     2:33 

Lincoln 2-58 

Maryland 247 

Maryland,    (Jerman  .   .  2.5:> 

Mercersburg 248 

Miami 235 

Milwaukee 242 

Minnesota 242 

Missouri 243 

Nebraska 243 

New  York      2.52 

North    Carolina  ....  249 

Philadelphia 229 

Philadelphia,   Oerman.2.58 
Portland-Oregon    .  .  .  251 

St.    John's 255 

St.  Joseph 2:is 

St.    Paul's 245 


Schuylkill 234 

Sheboygan 240 

Somerset 246 

South  Dakota     ...     244 

•Tiffin 237 

Tohickon  ......  232 

Tuscarawas 237 

Ursinus 243 

Virginia 249 

Westmoreland  ....  244 
West  New  York  ....  2.52 
West  Pennsylvania  .  .  253 
West   Susijuehanna  .   .  2:il 

Wichita 2.57 

Wyoming 2.35 

Zion's  (Syn.  N.  W.)  .  .  2.S9 
Zion's  (Syn.  Pot.)  .   .   .  247 
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III.  THE  MINISTERS  A^D  LICENTIATES, 
[Note.— In  order  to  reuder  this  register  as  valuable  as  possible,  we  give  not  only  the  name  and 
post-office  address,  but  also  the  year  of  ordination  and  the  place  of  theological  preparation.  E  stands 
for  Eastern  Theological  Seminary,  formerly  Mercersburg,  now  Lancaster;  h  for  Heidelberg  Seminary; 
MH  for  Mission  House;  V  for  Ursinus  College  Theological  Department;  y  for  York  and  Carlisle.  We 
have  aimed  to  make  it  correct  as  possible.  Those  officiating  in  the  German  language,  or  in  both 
German  and  English,  are  marked  with  a  0.] 


Accola,  Oswald  E.,  Humboldt,  Neb  ....  0e88 
Accola,  Dr.  O.  J.,  1330Wel'gt'n  St.  Chicago,  I11,0h60 

Addams,  George,  E., Reading,  Pa e59 

Aigner,  Francis,  South  Kaukana,  Wis  .  .  .  mh89 
Albright,  D.  B.,  Mohrsville.  Berks  co..  Pa  .  .  0e61 
Albright,  D.  W.,  315  Penn  St.,  Reading,  Pa  .  .  e90 

Albright,  John  H.,  Hudson,  Ind h85 

Alspach,  Charles  B.,  Danville,  Pa tJ90 

Alspach,  Clement  L.,  Ada,  Ohio, h93 

Alspach,  Joel  W.,   Altamont,  111 h62 

Alt,  Solomon  A.,  Wichita,  Kan E84 

Andreas,  Henry,  La  Crosse  co..  Wis.   .   .   .  0mh82 

Andrew,  James  D.,  Deunysville,  N.  C 93 

Appel,  Richard  S.,  Hamburg,   Pa 071 

Appel,  Dr.  Theodore,   Lancaster,  Pa e45 

Apple,  A.  T.  G.,  1714,  13  St.,  N.  W.,  Wash.,D.  C.  e83 

Apple,  Henry  H.,  Philadelphia,  Pa E92 

Apple,  Dr.  Joseph  H.,  Saegerstown,  Pa  .  .  .  .  e52 

Apple,  Dr.  Thomas  G.,  Lancaster,  Pa 52 

Arnold,  John,  Sutton,  Neb 89 

Arpke,  William  A.,  Chilton,  Wis mh92 

Assman,  Robert  G.,  Cumberland,  Md 89 

Aughinbaugh,  Dr.  Geo.  W.,  Greenvillage,  Pa  .  e46 

Bacher,  Theodore  J.,  Lexington,  Ky h72 

Bachman,  Adam  J.,  Schaeftferstown,  Pa  .  .   .  h78 

Bachman,  James  N.,  Lynnport,   Pa 0h72 

Bachman,  Dr.  John,  6(59  Freeman  St.,Cin.,  O.  .  073 
Bachman,  Dr.  M.,  202  S.  Pat'son  Pk.  Bait.,  Md.0E64 
Badertscher,  Christian,  Colburn,   Ind  .  .   .  0mh75 

Baeder,  Andrew,  Berne,   Ind mh86 

Bahner,  Franklin  F.  Waynesboro,  Pa  ...   .  0u73 

Baiehly,  Alpheus  E.,  Alpha,  O h77 

Bailey,  Henry  S.,  White  Pigeon,   Mich  ....  H90 

Bair,  Henry,  Forreston,  111         .     • 0H62 

Balliet,  John  T.,  Middlebrook,  Va e89 

Bank,  Charles,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J 0h55 

Barber,  Joseph  W.,  Marmont,   Ind 76 

Barkley,  Thomas  J.,  Ciettyslnirg,   Pa h60 

Barringer,  Paul,  Concord,  N.  C h81 

Barth,  Sebastian,  ludiuuapolis,  Ind.  ...  067 
Bartholomew,  xVbraham,  Lehighton,  Pa  .  .  .  0e6I 
Bartholomew,  Allen  R.,  Potts ville.  Pa  .  .  .  .  Oe77 
Bartholomew,  Calvin  E.,  Cressona,  Pa  ...  .  K89 
Bates,  William  H.,  Johnstown,  Pa      .       .   .      e74 

Baum,  Dr.  Christian,  Lima,  O 0h70 

Bauman,  Adolph  H.,  Oakland,  California     .      87 

Bauman,  Alljert  B.,  Tom's  Brook,  Va e92 

Bauman,  Elias,  Portland,  Oregon OhOI 

Bauman,  Fred  C,  Zwingli,  Iowa 0ho4 

Bauman,  John  N.,   Delmont,   Pa e86 

Bans,  Louis  D.,  Willow  Wood,  O omh92 

Bausman,  Dr.  Benjamin,   Reading,  Pa  .   .   .   .  e52 
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Hale,  Dr.  William  A.,  Dayton,  O     tJS 

Haniscb,  Richard,  Waukesha,  Wis 90 
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"           "         Committee  on,  to  report  next  synod 219 

Centennial  Celebration,  Action  pertaining  to 62,  63 

Centennial  Mass  Meeting  at  Synod , 14 

Church,  State  of  the.  Report  of  Standing  Committee  on 65 

"        *Conimittee  on,  to  record  its  numerical  membership  in  1793.  ...  70 

Church  Lhiion  between  the  two  Reformed  Churches 42 

"       Report  of  vote  on  federal 28,  32,  42 

"            "       "  Plan  of  General  Federation  "  proposed 60 

"            "       Committee  on  Federation  and  Consensus  Creed 61 

Classes,  Report  of  Committee  on  Minutes  of  English 28 

"             "                   "                       "              German 31 

Classis  of  Amsterdam,  Memorial  to  be  presented  to 64 

"                     "            Committee  on  such  memorial   65 

Communications  received  and  referred .^ 1 1 

Constitution,  Report  of  New  Committee  on  revision  of 160 

"             Action  on,  by  General  Synod 162 

"            as  approved  by  General  .Synod 165 


'^'NoTE.— Tliis  committee,  though  makiiie  some  eftbrts,  could  not  ascertain  the  desired 
fact  in  proper  time  to  lie  incorporated  in  tne  present  minutes.  This  fact  may  Ije  reported 
to  the  next  General  Synoi\.—StuUd  Clerk. 
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Constitution,  referred  to  classis  for  approval  or  rejection 163 

"  Committee  on,  continued  to  prepare  index,  &c 192 

Correspondence  with  Sister  Churches,  Report  of  Committee  on 38 

Corresponding  Bodies,  Reports  from  delegates  to 39 

"  "        Delegates  elected  to 40 

"  "        Delegates  present  from  40 

Deaconess,  Report  of  Committee  on  office  of 136 

Decoration  Day,  Report  of  Committee  on 224 

Digest,  Report  of  Committee  on  preparation  of 199 

"      Committee  of  five  appointed  on 200 

Directory  of  Worship,  Report  of  Publishing  Committee  of 21 1 

"  "  Report  of  Special  Committee  on 214 

Duenger,  Rev.  Dr.  Rudolph,  Greeting  and  welcome  to 220 

Emporia  Church  property,  Respecting  the  transfer  of  the 202 

"  "  "  Committee  on,  to  report  to  next  synod  202 

Excommunication,  Sentence  of,  when  to  be  publicly  announced 201 

Federal  Union  of  Reformed  Churches  in  a  Federal  Synod   28,  23,     42 

Finance,  Report  of  Treasurer  of  General  Synod 206 

"        Report  of  Standing  Committee  on 209 

Fraternal  greetings  to  and  from  other  churches  61 

Hymnal,  Report  of  General  Committee  on  the   192 

"        Report  of  special  committee  on  vote  of  classes  on 195 

Institutions,  Educational,  The  interests  of,  considered   217 

"  "  Action  adopted  on   218 

Kelker,  Elder  R.  F.,  Resignation  of,  on  Pub.  Com.,  accepted 215,  216 

"  "  "       "  Historic  Chair  "  loaned  by,  and  thanks  tendered.  .   220 

Lemmata  of  General  Synod 2 

Members  of  General  Synod  in  attendance 4 

Memorial  Medal,  Action  respecting  the 64 

Memorial  to  Classis  of  Amsterdam  in  Holland     .    64 

Ministers,  Dismission  and  reception  of.  Decision  thereon 201 

Ministers  of  other  churches  present 8 

Minutes  of  Classes,  English,  Report  of  Committee  on 28 

"  "        German,  Report  of  Committee  on 31 

"  District  Synods,  and  reports  thereon 18 

"  Eastern  Synod 18 

"  Ohio  Synod 19 

"  Synod  of  Northwest 21 

"  Pittsburgh  Synod 22 

"  Potomac  Synod 23 

"  German  Synod  of  East 24 

"  Central  Synod 26 

"  Interior   Synod '  26 

"  General  Synod,  Report  of  Committee  on   15 

"  "  "        Action  on  report  of 17 

"  "  "       Publication  of  ordered 214 
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Missions,  Report  of  General  Board  of  Home 73 

"        Report  of  Missionary  of  Harbor cp 

"        Report  of  Treasurer  of  Home 95 

"        Report  of  Treasurer  of  Church  Erection g7 

"        Report  of  Standing  Committee  on  Home loi 

"        Report  of  Committee  of  location  of  members [05 

"        Election  of  General  Board  of  Home 127 

"        Statistics  of  Home,  under  General  Board 87,     88 

"        Woman's  Missionary  Societies,  &c 83 

"        Report  of  Board  of  Foreign 106 

"        Report  of  Treasurer  of  Board  of  Foreign 121 

"        Report  of  Standing  Committee  on  Foreign  123 

"        Election  of  Board  of  Foreign 1 27 

"        Statistical  Summary  of  Foreign  i  iq 

Necrology  of  Reformed  Ministers  for  last  three  years 72 

Nominations  and  Elections,  Report  of  Committee  on 216 

Officers  of  the  General  Synod 9 

Orphans'  Homes,  Report  of  Bethany  128 

"  "        Report  of  St.  .Paul's 131 

"  "         Report  of  Fort  Wayne 133 

"  "        Report  of  General  Board  and  Standing  Committee  on,  134 

"  "        Election  of  General  Board  of  Directors  of 136 

Overtures,  Report  of  Standing  Committee  on 34 

"  Action  on  Report  of  Standing  Committee 37 

Pages  appointed  to  act  during  sessions  of  synod 224 

Publication  of  Minutes  of  General  Synod 210 

Railroad  Transportation  and  Registration,  Report  of  Committee  on,  203,  204 

"  "  Committee  on,  for  next  synod 204 

Religious  Services,  Report  of  Standing  Committee  on.  ...  , 12 

Reporters  appointed  and  their  report  presented 223 

Rules  of  Order  of  General  Synod  observed 9 

Schlatter,  Rev.  Michael,  Respecting  his  historic  chair  220 

"  "  "         Monument  to  be  erected  to  his  memory 65 

"  "  "         Committee  to  provide  means  therefor 65 

Society  for  Relief  of  Ministers  and  their  Widows,  &c 138,  183 

Standing  Committees  as  appointed g 

Stated  Clerk  of  General  Synod,  Duties  assigned  to 164,  211,  225 

Statistical  Reports  of  the  several  classes 226 

Statistical  Summary  of  Synods  and  Classes 259.  260 

Sunday  Opening  Question  at  World's  Fair,  Action  on 63 

Sunday-schools,  Report  of  Board  of 1 44 

"  Election  of  Board  of . . .' 146 

"  Election  of  General  Secretary  of 145 

"  to  contribute  one  cent  per  member 145 

"  Change  of  name  of,  to  Bible  School 146,  147 

Synod,  General,  The  Officers  of  the 9 
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Synod,  General,  Place  and  time  of  next  triennial  meeting 221,  226 

Synods,  District,  Report  of  Committee  on  Minutes  of 18 

"  "  Apportionments  made  to  the 209 

"  "  to  record  action  of  Classes  on  Constitution   , .   163 

Thanks,  Resolutions  of,  adopted  by  General  Synod 224 

Treasurer  of  General  Synod,  Report  of  the 206 

"  "  "        Payments  to  be  made  by 210 

Young  People's  Societies,  Action  respecting 141 

"  "  "  Committee  on,  to  report  to  next  synod 143 
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